
Turned Away
Jude 8-11



Jude 8-9
8 Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their 
dreams, defile the flesh, reject authority, 
and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the 
archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was 
disputing about the body of Moses, he did not 
presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but 
said, “The Lord rebuke you.”



Jude 10-11

10 But these people blaspheme all that they do not 
understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, 
like unreasoning animals, understand 
instinctively. 11 Woe to them! For they walked in the 
way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake 
of gain to Balaam’s error and perished in Korah’s 
rebellion.



Matthew 24:10-12

• 10 And then many will fall away and betray one 
another and hate one another. 11 And many false 
prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And 
because lawlessness will be increased, the love of 
many will grow cold.



1 John 2:19

• 19They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have continued 
with us; but they went out that they might be made 
manifest, that none of them were of us.



https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/4245467/The%20Great%20Opportunity.pdf



2 Timothy 2:16-18

• 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people 
into more and more ungodliness, 17 and their talk will 
spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus 
and Philetus, 18 who have swerved from the truth, 
saying that the resurrection has already happened. 
They are upsetting the faith of some.



I. The Marks Of Those Who 
Turn Away From God
Jude 8-10



Depending On Dreams

• 8a Yet in like manner these people also, relying on 
their dreams,



Defiling The Flesh

• 8b defile the flesh



Defying Authority

• 8c reject authority



Denouncing Leaders

• 8d and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the 
archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was 
disputing about the body of Moses, he did not 
presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, 
but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people 
blaspheme all that they do not understand, 



2 Peter 2:10-11

• 10And especially those who walk according to the 
flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority. 
They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not 
afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11whereas angels, 
who are greater in power and might, do not bring a 
reviling accusation against them before the Lord.



Disregarding Reason

• 10b and they are destroyed by all that they, like 
unreasoning animals, understand instinctively.



II. The Motives Of Those 
Who Turn From God

Jude 11 11 Woe to them! For they walked in the way of 
Cain and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to 
Balaam’s error and perished in Korah’s rebellion.



Independence (The Way Of Cain)
• 11a Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain

• Genesis 4

• Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more 
acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
was commended as righteous, God commending 
him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 
though he died, he still speaks.



Greed (The Error Of Balaam)
• 11b and abandoned themselves for the sake of 

gain to Balaam’s error

• Numbers 22-25

• 2 Peter 2:15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone 
astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the 
son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing,



Rebellion (The Rebellion Of Korah)

• 11c and perished in Korah’s rebellion.

• Numbers 16 2 And they rose up before Moses, … 250 chiefs of the 
congregation, …well-known men. 3 They assembled themselves together 
against Moses and against Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too 
far! For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is 
among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of 
the Lord?”



Conclusion



Make sure your saving faith is in Christ 
alone

• 2 Corinthians  13:5 Examine yourselves as to whether 
you are in the faith.  Test yourselves.  Do you not 
know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?  Unless 
indeed you are disqualified.



If you’re experiencing doubt about your 
faith, come to God, don’t back away

• Mark 9:24 Immediately the father of the child cried 
out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my 
unbelief!”



If you’re truly saved in Christ, you won’t 
permanently turn away from God
• Romans 8:30 30Moreover whom He predestined, these 

He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; 
and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

• John 17:12 12While I was with them in the world, I kept 
them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have 
kept; and none of them is lost except the son of 
perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.



If you’re truly saved in Christ, you won’t 
permanently turn away from God
• 2 Peter 1:10-12 10Therefore, brethren, be even more 

diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do 
these things you will never stumble; 11for so an entrance 
will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 12For this 
reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of 
these things, though you know and are established in the 
present truth.



Perseverance of the Saints

• “Perseverance of the Saints: The doctrine that all 
those who are truly ‘born again’ will be kept by 
God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the 
end of their lives, and that only those who persevere 
until the end have been truly ‘born again.’” 

(Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 1250)



Discussion
• How do you react when someone you know walks 

away from God?

• In what ways could an apostate (one who turns from 
the truth) be more dangerous than a false teacher 
(one who teaches false beliefs)?

• What can the church do to address the national 
trend of people walking away from the faith?
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