
Your Nose Is Growing

Exodus 20:16  You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.



“Lying”

“an assertion of something known or 
believed by the speaker to be untrue with 
intent to deceive”

(Webster’s Dictionary)
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Who Gets Lied to the Most

Parents – 86%
Friends – 75%
Siblings – 73%
Spouses – 69%

https://brandongaille.com/24-nose-growing-statistics-on-lying/



Where the Most Lies are Seen

Resumes – 40%
Dating Site – 90%

https://brandongaille.com/24-nose-growing-statistics-on-lying/



4 Most Common Workplace Lies
(Doug Sherman, Your Work Matters To God)

Exaggerating accomplishments
Not admitting a failure when 

called on the carpet
Lying to make a buck or avoid 

an expense
Not correcting a misperception 

when it is to your benefit
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I. Die Lie, Why?



God Is Truth, Life Outside Of 
Him Is Just A Lie

Deuteronomy 32:4 4He is the Rock, His work is 
perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth
and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.



Christ Is Truth, Salvation 
Outside Of Him Is Fraudulent

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me.”

Ephesians 4:21 21if indeed you have heard Him 
and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in 
Jesus:



Society Depends On Trust, 
Dissolving Truth Corrupts Life

1 Timothy 3:15 15but if I am delayed, I write so that 
you may know how you ought to conduct yourself 
in the house of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.



Society Depends On Trust, 
Dissolving Truth Corrupts Life

Isaiah 59:14-15 14Justice is turned back, and 
righteousness stands afar off; for truth is fallen in 
the street, and equity cannot enter. 15So truth fails, 
and he who departs from evil makes himself a 
prey. Then the Lord saw it, and it displeased Him 
that there was no justice.



II. Deceive Leave, 
Achieve!



Swap Complex Lies 
For Simple Honesty 

Exodus 20:16  You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.



The Heidelberg Catechism 

Q: What is required in the ninth commandment? 
A: I must not give false testimony against anyone, twist no 

one's words, not gossip or slander,nor condemn or join in 
condemning anyone rashly and unheard. Rather, I must 
avoid all lying and deceit as the devil's own works, under 
penalty of God's heavy wrath. In court and everywhere 
else, I must love the truth, speak and confess it honestly, 
and do what I can to defend and promote my 
neighbour's honour and reputation.

http://www.heidelberg-catechism.com/en/lords-days/43.html



Swap Complex Lies 
For Simple Honesty 

Leviticus 19:11 You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, 
nor lie to one another.

Colossians 3:8-9 8 But now you must put them all 
away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene 
talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its 
practices



Swap Complex Lies 
For Simple Honesty 

Ephesians 4:25a Therefore, putting away lying
Zechariah 8:16-17 16 These are the things that you 

shall do: Speak the truth to one another; render in 
your gates judgments that are true and make for 
peace; 17 do not devise evil in your hearts against 
one another, and love no false oath, for all these 
things I hate, declares the Lord.”



Swap Complex Lies 
For Simple Honesty 

Matthew 5:33-37 33 “Again you have heard that it 
was said to those of old, ‘You shall not swear 
falsely, but shall perform to the Lord what you 
have sworn.’ 34 But I say to you, Do not take an 
oath at all, either by heaven …37 Let what you say 
be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 
comes from evil. 



Love The Truth And Be Saved 

2 Thessalonians 2:10 and with all wicked 
deception for those who are perishing, because 
they refused to love the truth and so be saved.

1 John 1:8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.



Love The Truth And Be Saved 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth.

Romans 1:25 because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator



Love The Truth And Be Saved 

1 John 5:20-21 20 And we know that the Son of 
God has come and has given us understanding, 
so that we may know shim who is true; and we are 
in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the 
true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep 
yourselves from idols. 



Hate Lying Like God Hates Lying 

Proverbs 6:16-19  16These six things the LORD hates, 
Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 17A proud 
look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent 
blood, 18A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet 
that are swift in running to evil, 19A false witness 
who speaks lies, And one who sows discord 
among brethren.



Hate Lying Like God Hates Lying 

Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are an abomination to 
the Lord, but those who deal faithfully are His 
delight.

Proverbs 19:5 A false witness will not go 
unpunished, And he who speaks lies will not 
escape. 



Hate Lying Like God Hates Lying 

Revelation 21:8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, 
abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their 
part in the lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.”



Categorize Lying As 
The Devil’s Strategy 

John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and the 
desires of your father you want to do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand 
in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, 
for he is a liar and the father of it.



Categorize Lying As 
The Devil’s Strategy 

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than 
any other beast of the field that the LORD God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God 
actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” 

Genesis 3:4 But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not surely die. 



Twisting Words

Genesis 3:2-3 2 And the 
woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden, 3 but God 
said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you 
die.’”

Leaving Out Part Of 
God's Word

Adding To God’s 
Word

Minimizing God’s 
Word



Categorize Lying As 
The Devil’s Strategy 

Revelation 12:9 So the great dragon was cast out, 
that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, 
who deceives the whole world



Remember That Half-Truths Are 
A Whole Lie 
Acts 5:3-4 3But Peter said, “Ananias, why has 

Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 
keep back part of the price of the land for 
yourself? 4While it remained, was it not your own? 
And after it was sold, was it not in your own 
control? Why have you conceived this thing in 
your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”

“A half truth is a whole lie.” (Yiddish Proverb)



Know The Truth To 
Recognize A Lie 

Psalm 101:7 He who works deceit shall not dwell 
within my house; He who tells lies shall not continue 
in my presence. 



Know The Truth To 
Recognize A Lie 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest anyone cheat you 
through philosophy and empty deceit, according 
to the tradition of men, according to the basic 
principles of the world, and not according to 
Christ.



Know The Truth To 
Recognize A Lie 

False Teachers (2 Cor 11:13-14; 1 Tim 4:1)
False Believers (2 Cor 11:26)
False Gospel (Gal 1:8-9)
False Christ (2 Thess 2:8-10)



Q: Is it ever right to tell a 
lie to protect someone?



EVALUATING LYING ON AN ETHICS SCALE

Ethic Antino-
mianism

Utilitari-
anism

Situation 
Ethics

Conflicting 
Absolutism

Graded 
Absolutism

Non-
Conflicting 
Absolutism

Defi-
nition

No absolutes Greatest good 
for greatest 
number

Right is 
determined 
by what is the 
most loving in 
a situation

Conflicting divine 
absolutes have 
no solution

Conflicting 
divine absolutes 
have solution by 
prioritizing 
absolutes

Divine absolutes 
never conflict

Compa
rison

Lying is 
neither right 
nor wrong

Lying is 
generally 
wrong

Lying is 
sometimes 
right

Lying is 
forgivable

Lying is 
sometimes right

Lying is always 
wrong



Hebrew Midwives – Exodus 1:17-21

17 But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king 
of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children 
live. 18 So the king of Egypt called the midwives and said 
to them, “Why have you done this, and let the male 
children live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because 
the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for 
they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife 
comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives. 
And the people multiplied and grew very strong. 21 And 
because the midwives feared God, he gave them 
families.



Rahab - Joshua 2:2-4

2 And it was told to the king of Jericho, “Behold, men of 
Israel have come here tonight to search out the land.” 3 
Then the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out 
the men who have come to you, who entered your 
house, for they have come to search out all the land.” 4 
But the woman had taken the two men and hidden 
them. And she said, “True, the men came to me, but I did 
not know where they were from. 



Rahab – Joshua 2:5-7

5 And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the 
men went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue 
them quickly, for you will overtake them.” 6 But she had 
brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks 
of flax that she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men 
pursued after them on the way to the Jordan as far as the 
fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had 
gone out. 



Rahab – Hebrews 11:31

Hebrews 11:31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish 
with those who were disobedient, because she had given 
a friendly welcome to the spies.



Conclusion

 Tell the truth because we love 
the God of Truth.

Embrace the truth because 
our Savior is the Truth.

Live the truth because our 
relationships and society die in 
deceit.



Discussion

Share how a lie or deception hurt or harmed 
you.

What are our biggest reasons why we lie?
Why is God so passionate about truth?  Has 

society lost interest in truth?  Why or why not?
Are there ever good reasons to lie?  Why or 

why not?
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