
Never Satisfied 
Exodus 20:17 

 
 
Exodus 20:17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” 
 
Introduction: 
 

• There’s a saying that “The grass is always greener on the other-side of the fence.”  Someone 
wryly responded that the grass is greener because there is more manure on it to fertilize it. 
 

• Hamilton’s marriage toast, in the song “Satisfied” (“Hamilton,” Lin-manuel Miranda) wished 
that he would be satisfied in his marriage.  Angelica Shuyler and Alexander Hamilton both 
knew that smoldering in his heart that “He will never be satisfied” 

 
• Phillip Ryken:  “Consumption has become our way of life. No matter how much we have, we 

always want more, and our desire for newer and better things is almost insatiable. This is 
what makes advertising so successful: our inability to keep the tenth commandment. … We 
usually call it ‘chasing the American dream,’ but the Bible calls it coveting.”  (Written In The 
Stone, p. 204) 

 
Exodus 20:17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” 
 

• The 10th commandment is not an action, or a negation of a sin, as are the other 9 
commandments. 

• This commandment is a mindset, a way to think, a heart motivation. 
 

• John Oswalt:  “… the plain lesson of history is that there will never be enough.  There will 
always be someone with more.  Even if I stuffed myself to satiation and beyond with every 
good I could think of, it would not be enough.  To paraphrase Pascal, such a person is trying 
to fill a God-shaped void with what is not God.”  (Cornerstone Bible Commentary, Exodus, 
Tyndale, 2008, p. 448) 
 

• Our heart desires for something to be satisfied in.  It’s suppose to be God but we idolize 
something else. 
 

• The 10th commandment guards our heart. 
 

• The 10th commandment ends the top ten list but actually begins every sin of the first 9 
commandments. 

 
Proposition:  The heart of the 10 commandments are anchored in the 1st and 10th commandment.  
Is who God is enough and is what He provides satisfactory? 
 



I. Find Completion In God, He’s All We Need (3-16) 
 
• Discontent = Not recognizing the goodness of God in your life leading to the belief 

that you lack something in life 
 
 
 The Folly Of Discontentment - by Jeremy Burroughs (Puritan preacher in the 1600's): 
 

1.   It takes away the present comfort of what you have, because you have not something 
that you would have. 

• What a foolish thing is this, that because I have not got what I want, I will not 
enjoy the comfort of what I have! 

2.   By all your discontent you cannot help yourselves, you cannot help yourselves, you 
cannot get anything by it. 

• Who by taking care can add one cubit to his stature, or make one hair that is 
white to be black? 

3.   Discontent and murmuring eats out the good and sweetness of a mercy before its 
 comes. 

• Discontent is like a worm that eats the meat out of the nut, and then when the 
meat is eaten out of it, you have the shell. 

4.   Discontent makes our affliction a great deal worse than otherwise it would be. 
 
A. Idolatry Expresses Discontent In God’s Lordship (Ex 20:3; cf. Rom 2:4; 11:22; Jas 

1:17; Mt 7:11) 
 

Exodus 20:3 You shall have no other gods before me. 
 

• When we have idols, we are telling God He’s not our ultimate Lord 
• If we reject God and choose another religion, we are submitting to another god as lord 
• If we choose a syncretism of God and aspects of other religions, we make ourselves Lord  

with our power to assign value to who is God 
 

• God is ultimate Lord, because He’s sovereign 
• God is ultimate Lord, because there’s only One God 
• God is ultimate Lord, because He has all knowledge 
• God is ultimate Lord, because He is all present 
• God is ultimate Lord, because He is all powerful 
• That should be sufficient, but there is one particular attribute that directly addresses our 

struggle with discontent – God’s goodness. 
 

• God is Good = He is and gives us everything we need. 
 

• A.W. Tozer defines God's goodness as: "that which disposes Him to be kind, cordial, 
benevolent, and full of good will toward men.  He is tenderhearted and of quick sympathy, 
and His unfailing attitude toward all moral beings is open, frank, and friendly.  By His 
nature He is inclined to bestow blessedness and He takes holy pleasure in the happiness 
of His people."  (Knowledge of the Holy, p.88) 

 



Romans 2:4  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, 
not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 
 
• Gr. Chrestotes  = kind, helpful 

 
Romans 11:22  Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, 
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will 
be cut off. 

 
• John S. Feinberg:  “When we look at the biblical concept of divine goodness, one major 

idea stands out.  It is that God is concerned about the well-being of his creatures and does 
things to promote it.  Of course, God is interested in doing what is morally good and right, 
but biblical writers capture that idea by referring to his righteousness and holiness.  
Moreover, because he does what is righteous and holy in his dealings with all, the result is 
promotion of their well-being.”  (No One Like Him, p. 366) 

 
James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning. 

 
Matthew 7:11 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him! 

 
B. Hatred/Murder/War Expresses Discontent In God’s Creation 

 
Exodus 20:13  You shall not murder. 
 
• Murder chooses to take away what only God, as Lord, as prerogative of taking – life 
• Suicide puts ourselves in the place of God to determine the end of my life, which is God’s 

prerogative 
• Abortion also takes away God’s lordship of life and death 
 
Matthew 5:21-22 21  “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; 
and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry 
with his brother will be liable to judgment 
 
• Hatred tells God that His commandments to love our neighbor doesn’t apply to me 
• “I will choose when to love, how to love and who to love” 

 
James 4:1-2 1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your 
desires that battle within you? 2You want something but don’t get it. You kill and covet, but 
you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not 
ask God. 

 
• Wars come from lust and covetousness 

 
C. Lust/Adultery Expresses Discontent In God’s Morality 
 

Exodus 20:14 You shall not commit adultery. 
 



• We’re not content in God in our singleness, so we think we premarital sex to feel like a 
grown man/woman 

• We’re not content in God with our spouse, so we think we are entitled to extra-marital sex 
because God’s gift of marriage isn’t satisfying enough 

• We’re not content in God with holiness, so we choose to pursue lust, immorality and 
pornography 

 
D. Stealing/Cheating Expresses Discontent In God’s Provision 
 

Exodus 20:15 You shall not steal 
 

• We’re not content with what God has given us 
 
E. Lying/Deceiving Expresses Discontent In God’s Truth 
 

Exodus 20:16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 

• Truth doesn’t matter to us unless it’s convenient for us 
• Our church has the commission to defend the truth of God’s Word and God’s view of the 

world (a biblical worldview) 
 
II. Find Contentment Through God, Nothing Else Satisfies (17, cf. Lk 12:15) 

17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
 

• James Boice:  “The tenth commandment is perhaps the most revealing and devastating of all 
the commandments, for it deals explicitly with the inward nature of the law.  Covetousness is 
an attitude of the inward nature which may or may not express itself in an outward acquisitive 
act.” (Foundations Of The Faith, IVP, 1986, p. 244) 

 
• Covetousness = wanting something that doesn’t belong to us and that we won’t be 

satisfied unless we have it 
 

Luke 12:15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 

 
• This is more than being hungry when you haven’t eaten all day or if you’re freezing and need 

a blanket or jacket. 
 

• This is deciding that our life is not complete unless we get something we don’t 
have 

o If I don’t get those jeans, I’m not complete 
o If I don’t get into that school, I’m a failure 
o If I don’t get my dream job, I’m a disappointment 
o If I’m not married with children by 30, there’s something wrong with me 
o If I’m divorced or widowed, I’m not whole 

 
• It’s being envious of what someone else has and measuring our self-worth because 

of it 



o If only I had her husband, I’d be better off 
o If only I had his wife, I’d be satisfied 
o If only I weren’t constrained by God’s morality, I’d be more accepted in this world 
o How come he got the promotion, when it should have gone to me?  How will I be 

perceived at work now? 
 
A. Not Their House 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; 
 
• We want their big castle, but then you have to heat it 
• We want their big mansion, but then you have to clean it 
• We want their beautiful garden, but then we have to weed it 
• Jesus is preparing for us a magnificent dwelling place in heaven (John 14:2-3), but that’s 

what we long for 
 

John 14:2-3 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

 
B. Not Their Spouse 

you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, 
 

• Maybe your wife isn’t as fashionable or made-up as somebody else’s wife – but maybe your 
neighbor’s wife is a lot more high-maintenance than yours 

• Maybe your husband isn’t as cute or well-groomed as that guy at work – but maybe he’s 
more concerned about himself than he is with others 

• We tell ourselves that we will not be satisfied unless we can obtain what God doesn’t want 
us to have. 

• We have painted an image ourselves outside of God’s moral boundaries. (ie/ if God’s 
commands are the lines we’re to paint within, we defy God’s defined lines) 
 

• What if you covet your neighbor’s husband or wife and it ends in adultery?  If the other 
guy/gal is willing to cheat with you, what makes you think he/she won’t eventually cheat 
on you? 

 
C. Not Their Cows 

or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
 
• Possessions – ox, donkey or anything 
 
• Not Their Cars 
• Not Their Computers, Cell-phones, carats on their diamonds, clothes, ck 

 
• Not Their College Acceptances 

o Do we feel lesser if we don’t match our peers in their college acceptance rates or 
SAT’s? 

 
• Not Their Church  

o Common thing every church faces is dissatisfaction 
o It’s hard to keep volunteers – there’s no motivation through salary 



o Why do some get dissatisfied?  Theology is bad.  Sin is tolerated.  But what if that’s 
not the case.  Sometimes we get discontent in our heart. 
 Podcasts and YouTube – hear the best preachers – why can’t FBC have that? 
 Spotify and KLove – hear the best musicians – why can’t FBC have that? 

 
Synonym: Envy 
 

• Jerry Bridges:  “Envy is the painful and oftentimes resentful awareness of an advantage 
enjoyed by someone else.  Sometimes we want that same advantage, leading to the further 
sin of covetousness.”  And sometimes we just resent the other person having something we 
don’t have.”  (Respectable Sins, p. 149) 

 
Proverbs 14:30  “A sound heart is life to the body, But envy is rottenness to the bones” 
 
Proverbs 23:17  “Do not let your heart envy sinners, But be zealous for the fear of the LORD all 
the day” 

 
Psalm 37:7  Quiet down before GOD, be prayerful before him. Don't bother with those who climb 
the ladder, who elbow their way to the top. (The Message) 

 
James 3:16  For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 

 
We Envy Another’s … (cf. Prov 14:30; 23:17; Ps 37:7; James 3:16) 
 

1. Power (Num 16:3; Ps 106:16) 
 

Numbers 16:3  They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, 
“You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of 
them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the 
assembly of the LORD?” 

 
 Psalm 106:16  When they envied Moses in the camp, and Aaron the saint of the 

LORD 
 

Ie/  Every Democrat will be envious or the power of the Republican party when the 
Republicans are in the White House and control congress.  The Republicans also are 
envious when the Democrats control the government. 
 
• Who got the promotion we deserved? 
 

 
2. Possession (Gen 26:12-14) 
 

Genesis 26:12-14 12 Then Isaac sowed in that land, and reaped in the same year a 
hundredfold; and the LORD blessed him. 13 The man began to prosper, and continued 
prospering until he became very prosperous; 14 for he had possessions of flocks and 
possessions of herds and a great number of servants. So the Philistines envied him. 

 



Ie/  The walk into the church’s parking lot will make one envy – see the new car, the 
new clothes and the new hairstyle 

 
 3. Popularity (1 Sam 18:7-9) 
 

1 Samuel 18:7-9  7 So the women sang as they danced, and said:  “Saul has slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands.”  8 Then Saul was very angry, and the saying 
displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me 
they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 
So Saul eyed David from that day forward. 

 
• Cain was jealous of Abel (Gen 4:1-16) – led to murder 
• Esau was jealous of Jacob (Gen 27) – led to family division 
• Joseph’s brothers were jealous of Joseph’s favored position with their father (Gen 

37) – led to slavery 
• Saul was jealous of David (1 Sam 18:5-16) – led to self-destruction 
• The Sadducees and high priests were jealous towards the Apostles (Acts 5:17-18) – 

led to forsaking Christ and the truth 
• Jews of Antioch of Pisidia were jealous of Paul & Barnabas’ crowds (Acts 13:44-45) 

 
 4. Performance (Acts 4:14-17) 
 

Acts 4:14-17  14 And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they 
could say nothing against it. 15 But when they had commanded them to go aside out of 
the council, they conferred among themselves, 16 saying, “What shall we do to these 
men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all 
who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But so that it spreads no further 
among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no 
man in this name.” 

 
• The Sanhedrin, the religious rulers of the Jews, became envious of the miraculous 

performances of Peter & John. 
 

• Ie/  You envy the advancement of the new employee over you 
• Ie/  You share your SAT score with someone hoping their score is lower than yours 
• Ie/  You envy the person that beat you out for the sports team, student body officer 

or scholarship 
• Ie/  Pastors share about the size of their church attendance, budget and property 

 
 5. Profession (Phil 1:15-16) 
 

Philippians 1:15-16  15 Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and 
some also from goodwill: 16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition, not 
sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains 

 
ie/  F.B. Meyer shares the story of his struggle with jealousy being in the same London 
town as Charles Spurgeon who drew great crowds across the town.  Then in 1904, G. 
Campbell Morgan, an American, took a church in London which drew great attention – 
as Morgan was a world-wide known Bible expositor. 



 
Meyer:  “It was easy to pray for the success of G. Campbell Morgan when he was in 
America.  But when he came to England and took a church near to mine, it was 
something different.  The old Adam in me was inclined to jealousy, but I got my heel 
upon his head, and whether I felt right toward my friend, I determined to act right.” 

 
Meyer prayed daily about reviving his pulpit as he worried about losing members to 
these 2 hot preachers.  God brought him to a point of contentment where he was able 
to write:  “See how the Lord helped me out of my difficulty.  He (Spurgeon) and Mr. 
Morgan were so popular, and drew such crowds, that our church caught the overflow, 
and we had all we could accommodate.” 

 
6. Privilege (Lk 15:25-30; Gen 37:3-4,11) 
 

Luke 15:25-30  25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near 
to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and 
asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and 
because he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’  28 
“But he was angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with 
him. 29 So he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been 
serving you; I never transgressed your commandment at any time; and yet you never 
gave me a young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 30 But as soon as this 
son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted 
calf for him.’ 

 
Genesis 37:3-4,11  3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he 
was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many colors. 4 But when his 
brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and 
could not speak peaceably to him…11 And his brothers envied him. 

 
7. Praise (Gen 4:4-5; Esth 5:12-13) 
 

Genesis 4:4-5  4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the 
LORD respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. 
And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 

 
Esther 5:12-13  12 Moreover Haman said, “Besides, Queen Esther invited no one but 
me to come in with the king to the banquet that she prepared; and tomorrow I am 
again invited by her, along with the king. 13 Yet all this avails me nothing, so long as I 
see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.” 

 
• Greed – never enough 
• Billionaire Howard Hughes asked how much is enough – response:  One dollar more. 
• Solomon got lost in his greed 

 
Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 10I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no 
pleasure. My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor. 11Yet 
when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 



 
 
III. Find Context From God, It’s A Correction Of Perspective 

 
• Ie/ Bandit, Belmont’s police dog, can sniff out drugs.  We were at a traffic stop and I saw 

Bandit hit on meth inside a vehicle. 
o But for bandit, the reward is not finding drugs.  It’s the toy he’s rewarded with. 
o He’s been trained to desire that toy.  He will obey his handler even wait until he gets 

the toy or heals on his handlers non-gun side.  But his reward is that toy and playing 
tug-of-war with his handler who dispenses great affection this highly trained dog. 

o If we focus on God our Handler and our eternal reward, our obedience will be properly 
aligned. 

o If we forsake God as Lord and our eternal reward, then we are prone to perceive 
ourselves through power, popularity of possessions.  We traded God’s glory for earthly 
values. 

 
• The Westminster Shorter Catechism: 

https://prts.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Shorter_Catechism.pdf 
Q. 80. What is required in the tenth commandment?  
A. The tenth commandment requireth full contentment w ith our own condition, with a 
right and charitable frame of spirit toward our neighbor, and all that is his. 
Q. 81. What is forbidden in the tenth commandment?  
A. The tenth commandment forbiddeth all discontentment with our own estate, envying 
or grieving at the good of our neighbor, and all inordinate motions and affections to anything 
that is his. 

 
 
A. Contentment Can Be Learned In Any Circumstance (Phil 4:11-13) 

 
Philippians 4:11-13 11I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is 
to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me. 

 
• In singleness or widowhood, we can learn to be content 
• In a struggling marriage, we can learn to be content 
• In unemployment 
• In poverty 
• In not getting into our dream school 
• In moving into the next grade, school level or a new fellowship 

 
• “Contentment is surrender. Paul could be content, he could be patient, because he had 

given up any right or demand on the people and circumstances around him. For us, when 
life goes wrong, our impatience shouts, ‘It's not my way, not my timing, not my outcome!’ 
Contentment, on the other hand, holds out open hands before a holy God and says, ‘God, 
Your way, Your timing, Your outcome.’”  (Timothy Sanford, “Learning Contentment,” 
Discipleship Journal, Issue #97 January/February 1997) 

 



B. Contentment Forsakes Pride For Humility (Gal 5:26) 
 

Galatians 5:26  Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 
 
C. Contentment Aligns With The Truth Of God’s Provision, Not The Lie Of Greed (1 Tim 

6:5-6) 
 
1 Timothy 6:5-6  5and constant friction between men of corrupt mind, who have been 
robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 6But godliness 
with contentment is great gain. 
 

• "contentment" = Gr. αὐτάρκεια = autarkeia = auto - self and the Gr. word for 
"sufficient" 

• all we need is contained in God 
 

• Puritan Richard Baxter:  “Direct. XVI. When your desires are over eager, bethink you of the 
mercies which you have received already and do possess. Hath God done so much for you, 
and are you still calling for more, even of that which is unnecessary, when you should he 
giving thanks for what you have? This unthankful greediness is an odious sin. Think what 
you have already for soul and body, estate and friends; and will not all this quiet you, 
(even this with Christ and heaven,) unless you have the other lust or fancy satisfied, and 
unless God humor you in your sick desires?”  (“Directions Against Sinful Desires and 
Discontent”) 

 
D. Contentment Trades Envy For Love (1 Cor 13:4) 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4  Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 
itself, is not puffed up. 

 
Ie/  Several years back, a teenage girl confided in me that she was envious of another girl in 
the same fellowship group.  She resolved to pray for the spiritual success of that other girl.  
That was a positive way to love the one you are envious of. 

 
E. Contentment Cheers Another’s Success/Blessing (Lk 15:31-32) 

 
Luke 15:31-32  31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is 
yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and 
is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ 

 
 
 
Conclusion: 

• Factor that all our sins are rooted in failing the 1st and 10th commandments. 
• Find our completeness in God Himself. 
• Find our satisfaction in Christ’s salvation. 

 
 
Discussion: 



• How is covetousness through the root of so many sins?  Explain.  Examples? 
• What’s the difference between coveting and a normal desire for something? 
• How is contentment rooted in God and our salvation? 

 


