
THE LAW AND THE 
LAWGIVER

EXODUS 20:1-3



EXODUS 20:1-3

• 1 And God spoke all these words, 
saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no 
other gods before me.



TO LIVE IN GOD’S WORLD, WE 
MUST UNDERSTAND WHO HE IS AND 

WHAT HE EXPECTS.



THE LAW:  
EXCLUSIVE DIRECTIONS

1 And God spoke all these words, saying



THE PURPOSE OF THE LAW

• God’s righteous standard (Dt 4:8; Ps 19:7-9)

• God’s holy character (Dt 4:8; Rom 7:12-14)

• Sin’s clear definition (Rom 1; 7:7-8; 5:20; Gal 3:19)

• Man’s self-work discouragement (Gal 3:19-23; 1 Tim 1:8-

9; Rom 3:19-20)



THE PARTS OF THE OT LAW

• Commandments – moral code (20:1-17)

• Judgments – social, political, economic (21:1–23:13)

• Ordinances – religious law instructing how one 
worships God (priesthood, tabernacle, 
sacrifices) (Ex 25, Leviticus)



THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE LAW



HOLY & GOOD

• Romans 7:12 So the law is holy, and the 
commandment is holy and righteous and good.



WEAK

• Romans 8:3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do.



OPPOSITE OF GRACE AND FAITH

• Romans 6:14 For sin will have no dominion over 
you, since you are not under law but under grace.

• Romans 7:6 But now we are released from the law, 
having died to that which held us captive, so that 
we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the 
old way of the written code.



TEMPORARY TUTOR/GUIDE

• Galatians 3:24 So then, the law was 
our guardian until Christ came, tin order that 
we might be justified by faith.



THE POWERLESSNESS OF THE LAW 

• Can’t Justify (Gal. 2:16)

• Can’t Give Life (Gal. 3:21)

• Can’t Give the Spirit or Spirituality (Gal. 3:2; Rom. 8:3-4)

• Can’t Perfect a Sinner (Heb. 7:19)



THE PUNISHMENT OF THE LAW

• A Curse (Gal. 3:10-12)

• Death (2 Cor. 3:6-7; Rom. 7:9-10)

• Condemnation (2 Cor 3:9)

• A Declaration of Guilt (Rom 3:19)

• Bondage to Sin and Death (Gal. 4:3-5, 9, 24; Rom. 7:10-14)



THE PERFECTER OF THE LAW

• Matthew 5:17 Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them.



CHRIST FULFILLED THE …

• moral laws with his perfectly sinless life.  He is the 
worthy substitute.

• religious laws by being the ultimate and final 
sacrifice for sins.

• social laws by giving us a personal example of living 
sinlessly and giving us the Holy Spirit who enables us 
to be righteous.



THE PRIORITY OF GRACE 

• John 1:16-17 16And of His fullness we have all 
received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was 
given through Moses, but grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ.

• Romans 6:14 14For sin shall not have dominion 
over you, for you are not under law but under 
grace.



THE PRIORITY OF GRACE 

• Romans 7:4 4Therefore, my brethren, you also 
have become dead to the law through the body 
of Christ, that you may be married to another—
to Him who was raised from the dead, that we 
should bear fruit to God.

• Romans 7:6 But now we are released from the 
law



THE PRACTICE OF 
THE LAW TODAY 

• Matthew 22:36-41 36 “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the 
great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like 
it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these 
two commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 





THE LAWMAKER:  
EXCLUSIVE GOD

Exodus 20:2-3



HE IS OUR EXCLUSIVE SAVIOR

• 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery

• God Is The Exclusive Deliverer Of Israel 

• Christ Is The Exclusive Savior Of The World 



HE RECEIVES OUR 
EXCLUSIVE WORSHIP

• 3 “You shall have no other gods before me.

• Isaiah 42:8  I am the Lord; that is my name; my 
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved 
idols.

• Isaiah 45:21 And there is no other god besides 
me



DEFINITION OF IDOLATRY

•anything that replaces God as first 
priority in our life



AUGUSTINE:

• “We use what we ought to worship, and 
we worship what we ought to use.”



• Romans 1:23 exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things.



• 1 John 5:21 Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols. Amen.

• 1 Kings 11:4 Solomon...his wives turned his 
heart after other gods; and his heart was not 
loyal to the Lord his God.



EZEKIEL 14:4-6
• 4“Everyone of the house of Israel who sets up his idols

in his heart, and puts before him what causes him to 
stumble into iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I 
the Lord will answer him who comes, according to the 
multitude of his idols, 5that I may seize the house of 
Israel by their heart, because they are all estranged 
from Me by their idols.” ’ 6“Therefore say to the house 
of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Repent, turn away 
from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your 
abominations.



CONCLUSION:

• Idols don’t rescue.  God does.

•The law doesn’t save.  Christ does.



DISCUSSION:

• Who or what is God’s biggest competition for your 
affection and devotion?

• How important is it for our nation to adhere to the 10 
Commandments?  Why or why not?

• So many people believe that if they’re a little better 
following the 10 Commandments than breaking them, 
that they will go to heaven.  How do you explain to 
them that salvation doesn’t work that way?
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