
Turned Away 
Jude 8-11 

 
Jude 8-11 8 Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with the 
devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people blaspheme all that they do not 
understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand 
instinctively. 11 Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for the 
sake of gain to Balaam’s error and perished in Korah’s rebellion.  
 
 
Introduction: 
 
1. Modern Apostasy – deliberating leaving the faith 
 

• Hillsong composer Marty Sampson “I’m genuinely losing my faith.. and it doesn’t bother 
me.”  https://www.christianpost.com/voices/reaching-out-to-a-hillsong-leader-who-is-
renouncing-his-faith.html 
 

• D.C. Talk Singer Kevin Max tweeted how he is an Exvangelical 
https://twitter.com/kevinmax/status/139393221024436224 
 

• Paul Maxwell, who wrote for Desiring God (John Piper’s ministry) stated in his Instagram 
that “I think it’s important to say that I’m just not a Christian anymore, and it feels really 
good. I’m really happy.” 
https://www.christianpost.com/news/author-paul-maxwell-announces-he-is-no-longer-a-
christian.html 

 
• Former Pastor Josh Harris:  “The popular phrase for this is “deconstruction,” the biblical 

phrase is “falling away.” By all the measurements that I have for defining a Christian, I am 
not a Christian.  https://www.instagram.com/p/B0ZBrNLH2sl/ 
 

Matthew 24:10-12 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one 
another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because 
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 

 
1 John 2:19 19They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that 
none of them were of us. 

 
2. Doubts are normal and is not a sin.  It is a warning signal that we need to search the 

Scriptures not abandon them.  We need to approach God, not avoid Him. 
 

• In 2017, Barna published a study on how 2/3rds of Christians experience doubt 
o 38% of Millennials experience doubt – almost twice other age groups 
o 12% (1 in 8) leave the faith because of doubt 
https://www.barna.com/research/two-thirds-christians-face-doubt/ 
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• “Taking into account a ‘worst-case scenario,’ the report projects that as many as 42 million 

people raised in Christian homes will disaffiliate from Christianity by 2050 while the 
Christian population will decrease to 54 percent and the unaffiliated population will increase 
to 35 percent.” 
https://www.christianpost.com/news/report-projects-35-million-youth-to-leave-christianity-
by-2050-greg-stier-responds.html 
 

 
https://cdn2.hubspot.net/hubfs/4245467/The%20Great%20Opportunity.pdf 

 
• Ie/  My struggle with doubt came in my freshman year at UCSD with 18 units of humanities 

in 1 year that attacked what I had known for 2 years about God and the Bible.  It was a 
serious struggle for me intellectually and it became an emotional struggle.  I knew God was 
right and the professors weren’t, but I didn’t know how to argue against them. 

 
• God has designed “doubt” for us to grow our faith on.  It is not intended to bring us guilt 

about being perfect in our faith.  It demonstrates that our mortal thoughts will never 
compare to the perfect thoughts of God.  It magnifies the point that God’s ways are not 
our ways.  Doubt is to bring us to subjection to God in faith, not to bring us to despair and 
guilt for not being perfect in faith. 

 
• But an Apostate walks away from God 
• Gr. Apostasia – falling away from the faith, defection, abandonment, desert 
• Sinclair Ferguson:  “Apostasy is the old, vigorous word to describe this abandonment of 

Christ.” (“Apostasy And How It Happens,” Ligonier) 
 

2 Timothy 2:16-18  16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and 
more ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus 
and Philetus, 18 who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already 
happened. They are upsetting the faith of some. 
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3. Separate platforms and the Gospel 
• There are many in the Christian church that don’t like certain positions the church may hold 
• Vaccines or no vaccines; face mask or no face mask – but will that make you leave 

Christ? 
• Supporting Trump or supporting Biden – does this issue replace Christ’s Lordship? 
• Racism – some Christians say racism doesn’t exist – but even if you’re not a racist doesn’t 

mean that racism doesn’t exist – the Gospel is still the solution to sin and the sin of racism 
• Creation – your scientific mind can’t make sense of 6-Day creation 
• Global Warming – I’ve never spoken out against it or for it because I’m not a scientist 

and it’s not a biblical topic.  We’re to be good stewards of God’s creation.  Everything is 
going to burn when God gives us a new heaven and earth. 

• Issues of sexuality and gender – this is tough because we want to be compassionate 
while reserving God the authority to determine what is right or wrong 

• We can get disenchanted because a church is too authoritarian or legalistic 
• Don’t take out our foolishness and hypocrisy on the Perfect Christ 
• Don’t leave Christ because the church chooses wrong positions – let’s get into the Word 

and figure out what God says and what He doesn’t address, we can agree to disagree 
• But separate platforms and positions from our need for Christ as Savior and our subjection 

to Christ as Lord! 
 
 
I. The Marks Of Those Who Turn Away From God (8-10) 
 

A. Depending On Dreams (8a) 
8a Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, 
 
• “Dream” – there’s nothing wrong with dreaming at night, but to depend on dreams as a  

constant source of revelation from God is  
o Ie/ my recurring nightmare is being at a large speaking engagement and not having 

a sermon prepared or caught by surprise 
 

• D. Edmond Hiebert:  “they live in a subjective dream world of unreality” (Second Peter and 
Jude, p. 242) 

• Peter H. Davids:  “Here it is used negatively of false prophecy” (The Letters Of 2 Peter and 
Jude, p. 55) 

• John MacArthur:  “a confused state of the soul or an abnormal imagination, producing 
dreams in which the ego is controlled and held captive by ungodly, sensual confusion … 
arbitrary fancies from a perverted mind which is deaf to reality and truth.”  (Beware The 
Pretenders, p. 54) 

 
• Before Scriptures were complete, God did reveal Himself through various ways, including 

dreams 
• Interpretations were given by God for dreams (Joseph, Daniel) 
 

Genesis 20:6 6And God said to him [Abimelech] in a dream, “Yes, I know that you did this 
in the integrity of your heart. For I also withheld you from sinning against Me; therefore I 
did not let you touch her. 
 



Genesis 31:11 11Then the Angel of God spoke to me in a dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’ And I 
said, ‘Here I am.’  
 
Joel 2:28 28“And it shall come to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your 
young men shall see visions. 

 
• But there are people today who rely on dreams for revelation more than Scripture 
• Muhammed based the Koran on visions 

o At the age of 40 began (610 A.D.) seeing visions including a call from the angel 
Gabriel. 

o Gabriel forced Muhammad to read 3x which was difficult, because he claimed 
illiteracy.  He thought he would die in this exchange. 

o Gabriel commanded:  “Recite, in the name of the Lord who has created, Created 
man from clots of blood, Recite, seeing that the Lord is the most generous, Who has 
taught by the pen, Taught man what he did not know.”  (Sura 9:1-5) 

o He would receive visions for the next 23 years, often quite violently. 
o Muhammad himself was unable to discern if the visions were divine or demonic 

(jinn). 
o He was even suicidal, not wanting others to find out that he was “possessed” by a 

demon. 
o But his wife and her cousin Waraqa (an Ebionite Christian) exhorted him to submit 

to these visions as being from Allah, not a demon. 
o Muhammad had struggled with demon possession before this revelation by Gabriel.   

Even Halima, a foster mother who nursed him, believed he was demon possessed. 
 

• Joseph Smith based Mormonism on his solo visions: 
o Elise Soukup:  “Three years after his first vision, Smith reported that an angel 

named Moroni, an ancient prophet from the Americas, told him God wanted him to 
bring forth new scripture—a set of gold plates containing an account of Jesus during 
a post-resurrection visit to America as well as a history of an ancient Israelite people 
there. The plates were buried in a hill near Smith's house and were accompanied by 
a Urim and Thummim—stones attached to a breastplate that were supposed to help 
him translate the text from ‘reformed Egyptian,’ an unknown tongue, into English.” 
(“The Mormon Odyssey,” Newsweek, 10/17/05) 

 
• There are popular preachers, churches and authors that focus on dreams as a greater 

voice to us than God’s Word.  
• I’m not saying God can’t use a dream to remind us of something or nudge us, but it isn’t a 

means of His revelation to us today. 
 

B. Defiling The Flesh (8b) 
8b defile the flesh 
 
• “defile” = “to die, to stain in another color … to taint, defile, or pollute” (Hiebert, p. 243) 
• There is no definite article, hence “defile flesh” – not just their flesh, but others 

 
Jude 7 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in 
sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a 



punishment of eternal fire. 
 

• It can be easy to let sexual sin or other sins to move us away from God 
• We don’t like being told what to do 

 
 

C. Defying Authority (8c) 
8c  reject authority 
 
• rebel against all authority – parents, teachers, bosses, church leaders, God 
• We don’t want the church to be an authority, a parent, a spouse, a teacher, a boss or the 

Lord to be Lord 
• The Bible teaches authority – but servant leadership, not domineering authoritarianism 
• In fact we need 3 branches of government to keep an authoritative branch of government 

in check 
 

D. Denouncing Leaders (8d-10a; 2 Pet 2:10-11) 
8d and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with the 
devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a 
blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people blaspheme all 
that they do not understand,  

 
• Doxas de blasphemousin = blaspheme dignitaries, illustrious people 
• No commentator is clear on who Jude is referring to 
• We have no respect for authority and we aren’t afraid to bad mouth  

 
• V. 9 – offers an opposite example  
• Michael is the chief angel but yet did not speak evil of the devil 
• Michael is one of 2 named angels in the Bible (Gabriel is the other) 
• Moses was buried in Deut 34:5-6 
• An ancient Jewish commentary on this passage on Deuteronomy (The Targum of 

Jonathan) cited “that the grave of Moses was given into the special custody of Michael” 
(Hiebert, p. 247) 

• We don’t know the details, but somehow Satan contended with Michael of Moses’ body 
• In this spiritual battle, Michael didn’t speak contentiously at the devil, yet apostates don’t 

fear speaking evil against God 
• We know Michael won because of the Lord because Moses would appear with Elijah with 

Jesus on the Transfiguration Mountain  
• Michael wasn’t afraid of the devil, he just didn’t resort in slander 

2 Peter 2:10-11  10And especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of 
uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid 
to speak evil of dignitaries, 11whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not 
bring a reviling accusation against them before the Lord. 

• Angels do not denounce the wicked, they let God do it. 
 

• Some Spiritual Warfare proponents teach that believers must verbally rebuke/renounce 
Satan to be free from him. 



 
o “You can communicate with God in your mind and spirit because He knows the 

thoughts and intents of your heart (Hebrews 4:12). Your unspoken communion with 
God is your private sanctuary; Satan cannot, eavesdrop on you. But by the same 
token, if you only tell Satan to leave with your thoughts, he won’t leave because he 
can’t hear you. You must defeat Satan by speaking out. The good news is that most 
attacks occur at night or when you are alone, so resisting Satan aloud seldom 
results in you having to explain to other people a vocal command instructing Satan 
to leave.”  (Neil Anderson, Bondage Breakers, pp. 84-5) 

 
• We must realize that believers are never instructed to rebuke the Devil or his 

demons.  The New Testament views rebuking as the sole prerogative of Jesus as an 
expression of His lordship and sovereignty over the spirit realm.”  (Robert Dean & 
Thomas Ice, What The Bible Teaches About Spiritual Warfare, pp. 187-188) 

 
• Slander is the tactic that politicians and critics use when they can’t counter the argument, 

they just attack the opponent instead 
 

E. Disregarding Reason (10b) 
10b and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively. 

 
NKJV 10But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know 
naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 

 
• Reason is a tool that results from being created in the image of God (Gen 1:26).  
• Man is commanded to love the Lord with our mind, which would include full intellect and 

ability to reason (Mt 22:37).   
• God persuades us to “Come, let us reason together” (Isa 1:18).  Reason plays a role. 
• Reason is not to replace revelation but to bring one to submission to the revelation of God. 

 
 Isaiah 1:18   “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though your sins are 

like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. 

 
Acts 18:4  And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews 
and Greeks. 
 
• “Reasoned” = dialegomai – a well reasoned sermon or dialogue (used 13x in Scriptures) 

 
• “Persuaded” = peitho 

o "to apply persuasion, to prevail upon or win over, bringing about a change of mind 
by the influence of reason or moral considerations."  (Vine's Expository Dictionary) 

o “to persuade, i.e. to induce one by words to believe” (Strong’s Concordance) 
 

Acts 19:8-9  8 And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, 
reasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. 9 But when some 
were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the multitude, he 
departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 
 



 
II. The Motives Of Those Who Turn From God (11) 
 

Jude 11 11 Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for 
the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and perished in Korah’s rebellion.  

 
A. Independence (The Way Of Cain – Gen 4; Heb 11:4) 

11a Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain 
 

• Rejected God’s Way (Jn 14:6) 
• Error of false religion 
• Self-styled Christianity vs. Bible-based Christianity 
• He tried to make offering to God his way instead of God’s way 
• He employed human effort, not faith 
• He rejected the right way (of Abel) 

 
• Cain’s religion is everything Christianity is not 
• Abel represented faith, Cain represented works 

 
• The problems with Cain’s offering:  

o not a blood offering 
o effort of work and not faith 
o about the presenter and presentation, not about God 
o Possibility:  from the ground (ground cursed in Gen 3:17) 
o Another Possibility:  Abel offered the first of the flock and fat – Cain is not 

mentioned as offering his first fruit 
 Prov 3:9-10 – honor the Lord with your possessions, and with the firstfruits of 

all your increase 
 

Hebrews 11:4  By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, 
through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his 
gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. 

 
• Cain interpreted his own sacrifice, Abel followed the animal sacrifice pattern 

o 1 John 1:7  “The blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” 
o Gen 3:21 – clothed with garments of skin infers an animal sacrifice right after the 

pronouncement of judgment 
 
 
B. Greed (The Error Of Balaam – Num 22-25; 2 Pet 2:15) 

11b and abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error 
 

• Rejected God’s Truth 
• When Israel was ready to enter the Promised Land, the King of Moab (Balak) wanted to 

thwart Israel, so he hired Balaam, an Israelite, to come to curse Israel 
• God sent a donkey to tell him not to sell out 
• But Balaam went for the money and sold God out and Israel out 
• He worked out a plan where Moabite women would seduce Israelite men to compromise 

God’s purity of faith 



 
2 Peter 2:15 Forsaking the right way, they have gone astray. They have followed the way of 
Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing,  

 
1 Peter 5:2 2Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by 
compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 
 
2 Peter 2:3 3By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their 
judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber. 
 

C. Rebellion (The Rebellion Of Korah – Num 16) 
11c and perished in Korah’s rebellion.  
 
• Rejection Of God’s Authority 
• Korah was a privileged Levite, Kohathite, keeper of the Tabernacle, but he led 250 leaders 

in rebellion against Moses 
 

• He had the honor of being a Levite who were the only tribe of the 12 to be responsible for 
the tabernacle and worship 

• Being a Kohathite (cf. Ex 4:1-20), he took care of Most Holy things in the Tabernacle – an 
Honor among Honors 

• But that wasn’t enough 
 

Numbers 16:1-2a Now Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and 
Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men. 2 And they rose 
up before Moses, with a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the congregation, 
chosen from the assembly, well-known men. 3 They assembled themselves together against 
Moses and against Aaron and said to them, “You have gone too far! For all in the congregation 
are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves 
above the assembly of the Lord?”  

 
• Rebellion is not just against authorities but God (5, 16ff; 1 Sam 15:23) 

 
Numbers 16:16 And Moses said to Korah, “Be present, you and all your company, before 
the Lord, you and they, and Aaron, tomorrow. 

 
Numbers 16:5 5 and he said to Korah and all his company, “In the morning the Lord will 
show who is his, and who is holy, and will bring him near to him. The one whom he 
chooses he will bring near to him.  

 
• God punishes rebellion (26-35) 

 
Numbers 16:31-35 31 And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the 
ground under them split apart. 32 And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, 
with their households and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. 33 So 
they and all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over 
them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly. 34 And all Israel who were around 
them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up!” 35 And fire came out 
from the Lord and consumed the 250 men offering the incense. 



 
Conclusion: 
 

• Make sure your saving faith is in Christ alone (2 Cor 13:5) 
 
2 Corinthians  13:5  “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.  Test 
yourselves.  Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?  Unless indeed you are 
disqualified.” 
 

• If you’re experiencing doubt about your faith, come to God, don’t back away (Mark 9:24) 
 

Mark 9:24  Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; 
help my unbelief!” 

 
• If you’re truly saved in Christ, you won’t permanently turn away from God (Rom 8:30; Jn 

17:12; 2 Pet 1:10-12) 
 
Romans 8:30 30Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these 
He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
 
John 17:12 12While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom 
You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. 
 
2 Peter 1:10-12 10Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11for so an entrance will be supplied to 
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 12For this 
reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are 
established in the present truth. 

 
 

• “Perseverance of the Saints: The doctrine that all those who are truly ‘born again’ will be 
kept by God’s power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives, and that 
only those who persevere until the end have been truly ‘born again.’” (Wayne Grudem, 
Systematic Theology, p. 1250) 

 
 

Discussion: 
• How do you react when someone you know walks away from God? 
• In what ways could an apostate (one who turns from the truth) be more dangerous than a 

false teacher (one who teaches false beliefs)? 
• What can the church do to address the national trend of people walking away from the faith? 
 


