
True Worship 
Exodus 20:4-6, The Second Commandment 

 
 

1. Ie/ Introducing the 10 Commandments 
 

John Saddington shares:  If God Text Messaged the 10 Commandments (June 04, 2009) 
(http://churchcrunch.com/2009/06/04/if-god-text-messaged-the-10-commandments/) 

1. no1 b4 me. srsly. 
2. dnt wrshp pix/idols 
3. no omg's 
4. no wrk on w/end (sat 4 now; sun l8r) 
5. pos ok - ur m&d r cool 
6. dnt kill ppl 
7. :-X only w/ m8 
8. dnt steal 
9. dnt lie re: bf 
10. dnt ogle ur bf's m8. or ox. or dnkey. myob. 

M, pls rite on tabs & giv 2 ppl 
ttyl, JHWH. 

 

 
 

2. Today:  Buddha, Vishnu, Mary and Saints, Ancestor Worship 
• Some will argue they are not worshipping Mary and the saints, but the venerate them and 

pray for their intercession 
• 10,000 Catholic saints to pray to 

https://www.shared.com/patron-saints-to-pray-tough/ 
o St. Rita – loneliness 
o St. Valentine – relationship problems 
o St. Christopher – bad luck 
o St. Dymphna – anxiety 
o St. Joseph – unemployment 
o St. Matthew – money woes 
o St. Gerard – fertility issues 
o St. Jude – desperation 

http://churchcrunch.com/2009/06/04/if-god-text-messaged-the-10-commandments/


o St. Peregrine – cancer 
o St. Michael (angel) - danger 

 
• Anything that replaces God/Christ is an idol 
• We are depending on someone or something other than God 

 
1 Timothy 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the 
man1 Christ Jesus, 

 
 

I. Worship The Right Way (4) 
4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

 
• “carved image” = pesel (Heb) – from pasal meaning a carved stone or wood 

 
• “likeness”  

 
• “heaven” – stars, moons, birds 

o Egypt had a sun god (Re, Horus), sky goddess (Nut) 
o The Canaanites worshipped Baal – the chief god, somes depicted as sun god 

 
• “earth” – man, animals 

o Egypt worshipped cow gods (Hathor, Apis), fertility god for crops and reproduction 
(Osiris) 

o Canaanites worshipped Ashtoreth – goddess of fertility and maternity – even Solomon 
fell into idolatrous worship 

o The Golden Calf (Aaron in Exodus 32, Jeroboam in 1 Kings 12:26-30) were 
representations of Yahweh – strictly forbidden by this 2nd commandment as well as an 
insult to the Creator shaped into the likeness of the Egyptian god Apis or the Canaanite 
god Baal who was portrayed as an ox 
 

• “water” – fish, water itself 
o Egypt had a god of the Nile (Hapi, SIsis), a frog goddess (Heget) 
o The Philistines worshipped Dagon (god of water and grain) with the head of a human 

and a body of a fish.  The Ark of the Covenant was taken  by the Philistines and hidden 
in the Temple of Dagon (1 Sam 5:1-5) and God toppled the statue of Dagon 

 
Numbers 33:52 then you shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you and 
destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high 
places. 
 
Deuteronomy 7:5 But thus shall you deal with them:  you shall break down their altars and 
dash in pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire. 

 
• Iconoclast = one who breaks idols 

o Eikon (Gr) = figure, image 
o Klao = to break 
o The Sphinx in Egypt is missing a nose because of a Sufi Muslim iconoclast in the 1300’s 



 
• Iconolater = one who worships idols 

 
Ie/ A recent visitor to FBC (before we closed our physical doors) wondered why our church was so 
plain looking compared to the ornate Roman Catholic church which is filled with statues and paintings 
venerated by the attenders. 
 

• Alister Begg commented on the simplicity of the church building which:  “… flowed from a 
desire to be free from distractions in seeking to worship God in spirit and in truth.” 
(Pathway To Freedom, p. 64) 

 
• The Great Schism of 1054 – Eastern Orthodox splits from Roman Catholicism 

o The roots for the East/West split came with the establishment of Constantinople by 
Constantine in the 4th century 

o To further the future split, Emperor Theodosius I appoints two head of the church – 
one in Rome and one in Constantinople in 395 

o The two churches had two different cultures 
o They had different views on language, liturgy and the date of Easter 
o The Eastern folks looked down at the West as being inferior in culture and intellect 
o The Western folks looked down at the East as being corrupt and sinful 
o Then the Roman bishop self-proclaims himself as head of all the churches (Council of 

Constantinople, 381)  
o The first major division in the Christian Church came during the “Great Schism” of 1054 

when the Western and Eastern Church separated. 
o The divide occurred when Pope Leo (West) excommunicated Michael Cerularius (d. 

1058), who was the Patriarch of Constantinople (East).  The dispute and divide were 
over two issues:  1)  Rome’s assertion to the universal authority of the Pope and 2) 
Rome’s addition of the “filioque” to the Nicene Creed.  Rome wanted to stress that the 
Holy Spirit originated from God the Father “and from the Son” (Latin: filioque).  The 
Eastern Orthodox hold to the Son and Spirit both proceeding from the Father. 

 
The Primary Causes of the East-West Schism of 1054 

Cause Eastern Church Western Church 
Political Rivalry Byzantine Empire Holy Roman Empire 
Claims of Papacy Patriarch of Constantinople was 

considered second in primacy to 
bishop of Rome. 

Bishop of Rome claimed supremacy 
over the entire church. 

Theological 
Development 

Stagnated after Council of 
Chalcedon. 

Continued to change and grow 
through controversies and expansion. 

Filioque 
Controversy 

Declared that the Holy Spirit 
proceeds from the Father. 

Declared that the Holy Spirit proceeds 
from the Father and the Son. 

Iconoclastic 
Controversy 

Engaged in 120-year dispute over 
the use of icons in worship; finally 
concluded they could be used 
(statues prohibited). 

Made constant attempts to interfere 
in what was purely an Eastern 
dispute (Statues permitted). 

Differences in 
Language and 
Culture 

Greek/Oriental Latin/Occidental 



Clerical Celibacy Lower clergy were permitted to 
marry. 

All clergy were required to be 
celibate. 

Outside Pressures Muslims constricted and put 
continual pressure on Eastern 
church. 

Western barbarians were 
Christianized and assimilated by 
Western church. 

Mutual 
Excommunications 
of 1054 

Michael Cerularius anathematized 
Pope Leo IX after having been 
excommunicated by him. 

Leo IX excommunicated Patriarch 
Michael Cerularius of Constantinople. 

(John Walton, Chronological and Background Charts of Church History, Zondervan, 2005, Chart 37) 
 

• The Iconoclastic Controversy 
 

o This issue originated with Leo III who decreed in 726 and 730 that images be banned 
and destroyed 

 
Pro Icons Con Icons 

• Art OK 
• Pictures aid illiterate 
• Icons performed miracles 
• Incarnation justifies icons 
• Window to spiritual world 
• Popes support 

 

• Compromise to paganism 
• Violates 2nd Commandment 
• Veneration of saints is idolatry 
• False impression of God’s 

incomprehensibility 
• Bread & wine only exception 
• Muslim threat 

 
 

The Iconoclastic Controversy 
Those Who Supported Icons Those Who Opposed Icons 

Key Figures 
In The East 

Major Arguments Key Figures 
In The East 

Major Arguments 

Germanus 
(634-734) 
John of 
Damascus (c. 
675-c.749) 
Irene (755-
803) 
Theodore of 
Studium (759-
826) 
Constantine VI 
(771-797) 
Theodora (d. 
856) 

• It is appropriate to use art the 
service of the church 

• Pictures aided an illiterate 
population 

• Emotional attachment of 
common people, especially 
women, to icons necessitated 
the continuation of the 
veneration of icons 

• Icons were said to have 
performed miracles 

• Incarnation of Christ justifies 
his representation in human 
form 

• Icons combatted Docetism 
and Monophysitism by 
showing the humanity of 
Christ 

• Use of icons reduced power 
of the state over the church 

Leo III (675-
741) 
Constantine V 
(718-775) 
Leo V (775-
820) 
John the 
Grammarian 
(late 8th – 
early 9th 
centuries) 
Theophilus 
(813-842) 

• Icons represented a 
compromise with paganism 

• Icons violated the second 
commandment 

• Many church fathers opposed 
the veneration of images 

• Veneration of icons 
constituted idolatry 

• Kissing, bowing, and burning 
incense before images are 
idolatrous practices 

• Icons contributed to the 
veneration of saints, which is 
idolatry (though not all 
iconoclasts opposed the 
veneration of saints) 

• Images place false limits on 
the incomprehensibility of the 
Godhead 

Key Figures 
In The West 

Key Figures 
In The West 

Gregory II 
(pope 715-
731) 

Alcuin of York 
(c. 735-804) 
Charlemagne 
(c. 742-814) 



Gregory III 
(pope 731-
741) 
Adrian I (pope 
772-795) 

• Icons, being two-dimensional, 
are not “graven images” 

• Veneration is not the same as 
worship 

• Images bring truth to the eye 
while the Word brings it to 
the ear 

• Veneration of icons gives 
honor to what the icons 
represent 

• Icons serve as windows into 
the spiritual world 

• Popes supported use of 
images in worship 

• The bread and wine of the 
Eucharist are the only 
permissible representations of 
Christ 

• Worship of icons was the 
reason for conquest of 
Christian lands by Muslims 

• Removal of icons would gain 
support of strict Montanists 

• Removal of icons would 
reduce the power of 
monasteries, which produced 
them, while enhancing the 
power of the emperor 

• Alcuin’s Caroline Books threw 
support of Carolingian Empire 
behind iconoclasts 

(John Walton, Chronological And Background Charts Of Church History, Zondervan, 2005, Chart 35) 
 

• This prohibition of idols does not mean that paintings and statues are forbidden. 
• This doesn’t mean the Sunday School class can’t hang posters or use flannelgraphs (remember 

those?) 
• Art can be an expression of our worship to God 
• But the art is not God and shouldn’t be worshipped as God itself 

 
• John Owen:  “The erection of any other altar in the church, or, the introduction of any other 

sacrifice requiring a material altar, is derogatory to the sacrifice of Christ, and exclusive of him 
from being our altar.”  (Indwelling Sin In Believers, The Works of John Owen, Vol. 6) 
 

 
Psalm 135:15-18 
 15  The idols of the nations are silver and gold, the work of human hands.  
 16  They have mouths, but do not speak; they have eyes, but do not see;  
 17  they have ears, but do not hear, nor is there any breath in their mouths.  
 18  Those who make them become like them, so do all who trust in them. 

 
• V. 18 points out that we become like our idols 
• We wear our symbolic wealth when our idol is materialism 

 
• John Calvin:  “every visible shape of Deity which man devises is diametrically opposed to the 

divine nature; and, therefore, that the moment idols appear, true religion is corrupted and 
adulterated.”  (Institutes Of The Christian Religion, translated by Henry Beveridge, Vol. 1, 
Book 2, Eerdmans, 1957, p. 330)  
 

 
1 John 5:21  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 

 
Modern Idols: 

• Money (Mt 6:24 – can’t serve God and money) 



• Comfort 
• Happiness 
• Entertainment 
• Christian causes (positions, platforms, issues) 
• Christian celebrities (teachers, pastors, authors, musicians) 

 
 
II. Worship The True God (5-6) 
 

A. God Is Jealous – He Wants Our Undivided Devotion (5a) 
5a You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God,  

 
• Like your spouse doesn’t want you to be polyamorous or adulterous, neither does God 

 
• The word zelos  relates to both jealousy and envy.  It has to do with zeal and intense 

fervor. 
• “Jealousy” is a form of “zeal” 
• Jerry Bridges:  “Jealousy is usually defined as intolerance of rivalry.”  (Respectable Sins, p. 

151) 
• God is zealous about protecting His glory and His people. 
• Man can be properly jealous when we are zealous about protecting God’s glory and those 

who are precious to us. 
 

1. God Is Jealous That No Other Gods Are Worshipped 
 

Exodus 34:14 for you shall worship no other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, 
is a jealous God 

 
• Elaine Creasman writing for Discipleship Journal:  “God eagerly and passionately 

pursues a monogamous love relationship with me. He isn’t jealous because He is 
fearful or greedy. Rather, He wants to guard against anything that could come 
between us. His goal is to keep me faithful and protect our love relationship from 
rivals, so I can know the fullness of His love that is mine through Christ (see Eph 
3:16–19).”  (“A Holy Jealousy,” May/June, 1996, 
http://www.navpress.com/magazines/archives/article.aspx?id=12154) 

 
Deuteronomy 6:15  “For the LORD your God is a jealous God among you” 

 
• What do we love more than God?  Is it right that God is jealous over that? 
• What idols do we harbor in our lives?  Should God be jealous? 
• Who or what are we depending on more than God?  Should God not be jealous? 

 
Psalm 73:25  Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I 
desire besides you. 

 
2. God Is Jealous In Not Giving His Glory To Idols 

 
Isaiah 42:8  I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise 
to carved idols. 

http://www/


 
1 Kings 11:4 Solomon...his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was 
not loyal to the Lord his God. 

 
Romans 1:23 exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

 
3. God Is Jealous In Protecting His People 

 
Nahum 1:2  “God is jealous, and the LORD avenges; The LORD avenges and is furious.  
The LORD will take vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies” 

 
2 Corinthians 11:2  For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed 
you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 

 
 

B. God Is Judging – He Wants To Protect Us And Our Family (5b) 
5b visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of 
those who hate me, 

 
• Children won’t bear the judgment of their fathers because judgment applies to the one 

who sins 
 

Ezekiel 18:20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not suffer for the iniquity of the 
father, nor the father suffer for the iniquity of the son. 

 
• But the affect of one’s sin effects several generations 

o Ie/ children of Bernie Madoff who financially defrauded billions of dollars are 
effected 

o Ie/ children of parents bribing universities to admit their children fraudulently are 
affected 

o Ie/ Alcoholism can produce unhealthy co-dependency in the next generation 
o Ie/ Anger and abuse can perpetuate to the next generation unless repented of 

 
 

C. God Is Loving – He Wants Us To Love And Obey Him (6) 
6 but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 
• God is jealous that we love the right Creator and Heavenly Father 
• All the prayers to Mary that basically tell God He needs someone else to convince Him to 

listen – God wants us to know He loves us and we can pray to Him directly because of 
Christ, not one of the 10,000 saints 
 

• Ie/ I’m jealous that my daughters will love godly men who will love them like Christ loves 
the church 

 
o I don’t want them thinking they can tame the bad boy or think they can fix in a 

husband what they couldn’t fix in their father 
o I don’t want them emotionally manipulated by a man who loves himself 



o So far we’re 2 for 2 in a great place with the daughters already married 
o Daisy and I are jealous for our daughters yet to be married to love and be loved in a 

way that God loves and wants us to love Him 
 

• We show our love to our Creator God by loving Him and taking care of those who are 
created in His image – including ourselves 

 
 
Conclusion: 
 

1. Worship Him supremely. 
 
Exodus 20:3  You shall have no other gods before me. 

 
• Wearing a cross, putting a fish decal on your car’s bumper or wearing a HE>I t-shirt is not 

wrong as long as they don’t become objects of worship. 
• We don’t worship the Bible, the church nor tradition. 
 
John 4:24  God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

 
• Icons can attempt to humanize or personify God who is Spirit 
• Icons and images will always warp God who is ultimately not completely knowable, 

insearchable, and transcendant 
 

• This doesn’t mean you can’t worship God through art and craftsmanship.  Later, we will 
see how God empowered artists Bezaliel and Ohaliab in making the Ark of the Covenant 
and the Tabernacle. 
 

 
2. Love Him only.  

 
Exodus 20:6b love me and keep my commandment 

 
• Matthew Henry:  “Since you know the true God, and are in Him, let your light and love 

guard you against all that is advanced in opposition to Him, or competition with Him ….. 
Cleave to Him in faith, and love, and constant obedience, in opposition all things that 
would alienate your mind and heart from God.” 

 
3. Trust Christ alone. 

 
Acts 4:12  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 
 
 
Discussion: 

• How does worshipping God in spirit and truth (Jn 4:24) oppose worshipping a statue of Jesus 
or a religious artifact? 

• How does Christian worship differ from other religions? 



• How does this passage’s emphasis on God being jealous, just and loving enhance your worship 
of God? 

 


