
The Gospel And Racism 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
I rolled down my car window thinking the driver of this BMW had a question for me.  What my family 
heard was vile and horrific words.  This hate-filled driver followed us for an extended period until we 
called the police.  The sting our family experienced from unprovoked hate still stings.  We thought we 
were going to be the next news story of an AAPI attack.  Yet this is an everyday reality for many.  
Hatred is as old as Cain and Abel. 
 

• Violence against AAPI is finally getting some national exposure. 
• Jeremy Lin recently  

https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/03/sport/nba-jeremy-lin-racism-asian-american-spt-intl/index.html 
 

• The problem of racism not only plagues our country, but the world.   
• Critical Race Theory (CRT) spotlights the real problem of racism and injustice, but it fails at 

providing an ultimate solution.   
• Racism and injustice are issues that spring from sin and evil.   
• The only path for ultimate victory from sin and evil is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.    

 
Proposition:  There are real problems of racism and injustice in our world today.  But theories that 
exclude God and the Gospel will not bring the ultimate transformation Christ offers through His death 
on the cross and resurrection. 
 
Exchanging Power vs. Exchanging Sin For Righteousness 
 

• This secular theory wrongly assumes there are two types of people:  the oppressed and the 
oppressor.   

• Whereas the Bible states the classifications we must see people are the sinners and the 
redeemed.   

• CRT’s solution is to reapportion power to the victimized over the oppressor.   
• The more reasons a person is oppressed in society, the greater the social metric of 

intersectionality.   
• The more intersecting reasons a person is oppressed grants more power over authority.   
• This merely form new groups of the oppressor and oppressed by shifting values.   
• The basic problem that causes oppression is not addressed:  sin. 

 
a. Man Exchanged God’s Glory For Man’s Power 

 
• CRT is rooted in the Marxist theory that employed an atheistic theory of dealing the 

plight of the working class by giving them power over the industrialists.   
• Because God is ignored, sin is ignored.  The problem of for the oppressed is lack of 

power according to secular theory, but before God, the problem of oppression is sin.   
• By disregarding God, societies have sought Marxist power grab and/or Darwin’s 

“survival of the fittest.”   
• But the most detrimental power exchange is denying God’s glorious power 

and empowering man and other creations (Rom 1:22-23). 

https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/03/sport/nba-jeremy-lin-racism-asian-american-spt-intl/index.html


 
Romans 1:22-23 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory 
of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things. 

 
• If a victim of oppression is told the solution is to assume the power over the 

oppressor, what guidelines are imposed that the victim won’t act as sinfully as the 
abuser?   

• The answer is not shuffling the deck of sinful acts but addressing and forgiving sin.   
• There is no perfect human arbiter or assigner of power because all have sinned and 

come short of God’s standard (Rom 3:23).   
 

b. Christ Exchanged Man’s Sin For His Righteousness  
 

• The only One with ultimate power is Christ, who addressed man’s penalty for sin on 
the cross and procured our forgiveness through His sacrificial death.   

• Our sin was transferred to the righteous Christ who bore its penalty.   
• The exchange of my sin to Christ and Christ’s righteousness to me is the greatest 

power exchange ever (2 Cor 5:21). 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 
• Martin Luther King sums it up well:  “Let us be dissatisfied until that day when 

nobody will shout 'White Power!' — when nobody will shout 'Black Power!' — 
but everybody will talk about God's power.” (Address to the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, 8/16/67) 

 
Full Quote:  “Out of one blood God made all men to dwell upon the face of the 
earth. Let us be dissatisfied until that day when nobody will shout 'White 
Power!' — when nobody will shout 'Black Power!' — but everybody will 
talk about God's power and human power... The weakness of 'Black Power' is its 
failure to see that the black man needs the white man and the white man needs the 
black man. However much we may try to romanticize the slogan, there is no 
separate black path to power and fulfillment that does not intersect white paths, and 
there is no separate white path to power and fulfillment, short of social disaster, 
that does not share that power with black aspirations for freedom and human 
dignity. We are bound together in a single garment of destiny.” 
Martin Luther King, Jr., address to the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (16 
August 1967) 

 
• The Gospel message is not exchanging power among men but the 

exchange of our sin for Christ’s righteousness! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Martin_Luther_King,_Jr.
https://web.archive.org/web/20100707054654/http:/mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/where_do_we_go_from_here_delivered_at_the_11th_annual_sclc_convention/


Social Injustice vs. God’s Justice 
 

• I’m a poor referee in our church’s basketball league because I don’t know the technical rules, 
am prone to please and would usually be out of position to make an accurate call.   

• CRT would put the recipient of the bad referee whistle into the role of the judge, jury and 
executioner.   

• To put the determination and administration of justice into the hands of an often ill-equipped, 
agenda-driven and objectivity-limited victim is dangerous particularly when there is no 
agreement on what is true, just and moral.   

• Injustice persists because the abandonment of God’s truth continues as called out by Isaiah: 
“Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off; for truth is fallen in the street, 
and equity cannot enter” (59:14).   

• Jeremiah echoed that “truth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth” (7:28).  
There can be no justice without truth. 
 

• True justice for victims of crime must not find retribution through vigilantism but by allowing 
the Ultimate Judge who is all-knowing, righteous and just to apply justice.   
 

• To put God’s justice in the terms of Louis Berkhof (Systematic Theology): God determines 
what is just (rectoral, Dt 32:4), enforces what is right (relative, Isa 33:22, Ps 99:4), rewards 
what is just (remunerative, Ps 58:11) and punishes what is unjust (retributive, Dt 7:10; Rom 
1:32).  No individual or group can administer ultimate justice.  Only God can. 

 
a. Pursuing Justice Also Requires Goodness, Kindness And Humility Before God 

 
Only when we are rightly aligned with the justice and truth of the Just and True God can we 
“do justice” (Micah 6:8).   

 
Micah 6:8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but 
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
b. Pursuing Justice Can Only Be Objective When We Conform To God’s Justice 

 
Seeking justice for others must oppose what God identifies as sin against Him and humanity.  
Correcting injustice must eventually go through the evaluation of the Ultimate Judge, God.  
The Just God either places judgment for man’s sin on Christ for those who put faith in Christ’s 
merciful substitution or upon the individual who conceived, achieved and perceived his/her sin 
against God (John 5:24).   

 
John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death 
to life. 

 
Social justice is a noble pursuit when right and wrong is objectively identified and arbitrated 
through God’s basis of morality.  Otherwise, there will be no objective human agreement nor 
ultimate divine approval.  True justice cannot be achieved for the oppressed unless it is God’s 
justice applied through the Christ the Savior and Judge.  Without the Gospel, CRT is like the 
pick-up basketball game where we “call our own foul” and our subjectivity clouds objectivity 
resulting in calling personal fouls that aren’t there. 



 
Cancelling Culture vs. Cancelling Sin 
 

• May none of us have a statue erected of us because if we look deep enough, we have all 
failed to love God and humanity as God expected us to (Mt 22:37-40) and deserve to have our 
statue torn down.  Sorry Michelangelo and Rodin, I must cancel my marble-ous contract.   

• The only One worthy of a statue commanded us to have no graven images of Him (Ex 20:4).   
 

• Jesus calls us to be discerning with the prerequisite of removing our log from our self-
righteous eye before removing a saw dust speck from someone else’s eye (Mt 7:1-5).   
 

• How capable are we to be the arbiters of cancelling culture when we possess our own bias, 
blindness and agenda? 

 
Matthew 7:3-5 3 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice 
the log that is in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck 
out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out 
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 

 
George Santayana’s ominous “Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it” 
warns us to learn from the failures of those whom we esteem knowing the only Perfect Person on 
earth is Christ. 
 

• It was painful to read how a theologian from a Southern denomination horrifically misused of 
Scripture to justify slavery but I can find some benefit from his commentary on the Gospel.   

• https://sbts-wordpress-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/sbts/uploads/2018/12/Racism-and-the-
Legacy-of-Slavery-Report-v4.pdf 

 
• It was horrifying to spend hours in Washington D.C.’s Holocaust Museum library reading about 

how many in the Lutheran church stood in silence while Hitler massacred those he deemed 
inferior.  Even Martin Luther had his own prejudices.  We note his faults, but benefit from his 
stand on justification by faith alone.  Or as my pastor used to say: “Eat the watermelon and 
spit out the seeds.” 

 
• In 2013, a large American church was planting a church in Asia with a promotional picture of a 

Chinese Communist Army soldier with a big smile and a statement saying this is how hard and 
eager their church staff is ready to work.  When these advertisements were criticized, the 
response was for the hurt people to develop a sense of humor or learn to take a joke.  These 
Westerners had to learn the reality of how so many Chinese had their family members killed 
by the Communists guards and the Cultural Revolution sought to crush Christianity among 
other religions.  We wouldn’t use a poster of a Nazi youth to joke about our work ethic.  This 
is more serious than Mickey Rooney’s demeaning portrayal of a Japanese Man in “Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s” because the sting of murder and religious persecution is still fresh. 

 
https://morethanservingtea.wordpress.com/2013/09/24/dear-pastor-rick-warren-i-think-you-
dont-get-it/ 

 
• The good news is that the Gospel achieves more than cancelling culture by redeeming 

humanity.   

https://sbts-wordpress-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/sbts/uploads/2018/12/Racism-and-the-Legacy-of-Slavery-Report-v4.pdf
https://sbts-wordpress-uploads.s3.amazonaws.com/sbts/uploads/2018/12/Racism-and-the-Legacy-of-Slavery-Report-v4.pdf
https://morethanservingtea.wordpress.com/2013/09/24/dear-pastor-rick-warren-i-think-you-dont-get-it/
https://morethanservingtea.wordpress.com/2013/09/24/dear-pastor-rick-warren-i-think-you-dont-get-it/


• We all deserve to be cancelled because we’ve all sinned but Christ is offering to cancel our sin.   
• The people society wants to cancel are sinners just like the people who seek to cancel others.   
• Sin should be identified.  Crime should be punished.  Injustice should be corrected.   
• Remove the sin of self-righteousness before we condemn others and point the way for sinners 

to have our “[cancelled] the record of debt” through the Savior’s death “nailing it to the cross” 
(Col 2:13-14).   
 
Colossians 2:14 13b having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14  by canceling the record of debt 
that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  
 

 
Privilege vs. Stewardship 
 

• CRT aims to eliminate the privileges of the privileged.   
• While some have more privileges than other, the amount is not what is wrong.   
• The misuse of a privilege is the real sin.   

 
• The Parable of the Talents (Mt 25) demonstrates that God gives us opportunities, finances or 

privileges.   
• The person with one “talent” is as accountable to God with his stewardship as the people with 

more “talents.”   
• The possession of privilege is not wrong, but the disuse, misuse or abuse our privileges is 

what is judged. 
 

• The privilege of successful capitalism is not to fulfill personal greed but pursue greater 
excellence and benefit for others.  

• A rich monarchy’s privilege does not justify colonialism, but charity.   
• Military might is a privilege that can be misused for sinful gain or be properly used for national 

defense or support of a defenseless nation.   
• The privilege of authority possessed by a politician or a police officer is a stewardship to be 

used for the benefit of those they serve, not for sinful self-service. 
 
If CRT seeks to reapportion the amount of privilege to those who had been disadvantaged, the same 
accountability will be held before God.  God will ask us what we did with what He gave us (Mt 
25:29). 
 

Matthew 25:29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. 
But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 

 
• Personal and cultural privileges are stewardships we must use to communicate and exemplify 

the Gospel.   
• The Apostle Paul (1 Cor 9) saw his freedom as a privilege to preach the Gospel freely, 

strategically and sacrificially.   
• He declares his passionate strategy saying “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I 

do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a 
stewardship” (16b-17).  

 
This Apostle used his privileges to serve broad cultures for the point of winning them to Christ as he 
summarized  “For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win 



more of them” (19).  The answer is not giving the oppressed greater power but for every individual 
to use the privileges God has given us for His glory and to love our neighbor. 
 

1 Corinthians 9:19-22 19For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a 
servant to all, that I might win the more; 20and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 
might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those 
who are under the law; 21to those who are without law, as without law (not being without 
law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; 
22to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some 

 
 
Redistribution vs. Reconciliation 
 
The Gospel gives the power of forgiveness through the death of Christ on the cross and empowers 
through the resurrection of Christ from the tomb.  CRT can only provide the concept of giving the 
oppressed a greater voice, a greater influence and a greater hope but lacks the mechanism to 
achieve it and the ultimate truth to define it. 
 
CRT merely turns the labels from the oppressed to the oppressor.  This does not solve the fact that 
there is conflict, oppression, hatred and racism.  The oppressed will only achieve more power to 
respond to their enemy.  But the real problem of enmity remains.  The Gospel is the power for 
reconciliation. 
 
Paul lays the foundation of reconciliation in Christ’s compelling love (2 Cor 5:14) and that in Christ’s 
death for us, we no longer live for ourselves but for Christ who “died and was raised” (15).  Paul 
gives a greater plan than CRT’s reapportionment of power over your foe by no longer regarding 
others according to the flesh (16).  It is a greater power to reconcile a conflicting relationship than to 
employ political judo to gain dominance over an opponent. 
 
CRT attempts external change (political and financial) but the Gospel of Christ makes us a “new 
creation” (17) transforming us internally to be able to love like Christ.  CRT doesn’t eliminate the 
conflict between two parties but the Gospel is about reconciling relationships – first to God, then with 
one another.  The solution to the problem of racism and oppression is not the secular theory of 
balance and reapportionment of external power but the internal power of Gospel transformation that 
results in grace, justice and forgiveness. 
 
CRT perpetuates conflict, but the Gospel brings peace breaking down walls of separation (Eph 2:14).  
CRT seeks to change circumstance, but the Gospel creates unity (15), abolishes hostility (16) and 
reconciles enemies by placing them in the single “Body” of Christ.  Like Onesimus and Philemon, the 
person who could be our opponent is now our brother or sister in Christ’s family. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:14-16 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: 
that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 16 From now on, 
therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 
 



2 Corinthians 5:17-19 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation.  

 
Ephesians 2:14-16 14For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down 
the middle wall of separation, 15having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, 
thus making peace, 16and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby putting to death the enmity. 

 
• The solution is not the secular theory of balance and reapportionment but the Gospel of grace, 

justice and forgiveness. 
• We have ultimately sinned against God by sinning against our neighbor and violating His 

ultimate commandments of loving Him first and loving our neighbor. 
• Oppression and injustice are horrific realities.  They do exist because of sin. 
• Maybe our culture, neighborhood or church exists in some bubble where we don’t see regular 

acts of hate – that doesn’t mean it isn’t happening.  Neither does it mean we should take on 
the burden of guilt for racist attitudes of others. 

• Where systemic injustice exists, it is because individual acts of sin and sinful motivations have 
been allowed to spread. 

• But the solution is not reapportioning sinful motivation and hate, but finding the heart of the 
Gospel. 

• Removing the root of sin against God and manifested against our brothers and sisters and 
applying God’s righteousness and forgiveness. 

 
• Redistributing power to sinners 
• Vengeance is the Lord’s 
• Political theory offers no protection the reapportioned power is handed over righteously 
• In fact, without a biblical basis for morality, there can be no identification of what is right, 

moral or justice without a baseline of right or wrong 
 

• A godless philosophy can at best redistribute political and economic power among sinners.  
The greater power is in the Gospel that reconciles relationships destroyed by sin. 
 
Ie/ Divorce – fight for control (children, assets) or reconciliation 
Ie/ Oppression – Turn the oppressed into the oppressor or repent of the sin of oppression and 
reconcile the oppressor with the oppressed. 

 
Systemic Injustice Vs. Individual Sin 
 
Systemic injustice occurs because individual sins multiply when unchecked.  Sin grows like cancer 
and infects a system.  While collective repentance and national remorse is often warranted and at 
other times unfairly demanded when statistical analysis doesn’t match the emotional charge, Christ 
did not come to save a denomination, a nation, a political party or a particular race.  Christ came to 
save individuals from their sin against Him (Rom 5:6-9). 
 



Romans 5:6-9 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
one would dare even to die— 8 but lGod shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much 
more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

 
When I asked a local pastor why his church was the 2nd Baptist Church, I was expecting an answer 
based on time and sequence (like it was the 2nd church in the area).  But when he told me it was 
because of the Jim Crow laws forbidding black churches to be called First Baptist, I was sick to my 
stomach.  Individual sins of racism because systematized in a denomination.  But while 
denominational or corporate leaders confess the sins of their organization may be appropriate before 
the public, it does not remove the judgment of the sin of the individuals before God.  The Gospel 
requires personal repentance, not corporate repentance.  Racism is combatted by one racist not 
hiding behind a collective of sorry racists, but by the racist confessing his/her sin before God and 
seeing our diverse humanity as God sees it. 
 

All police officers as a group are not guilty for the crimes an individual officer commits.  All 
Chinese are not responsible for the Coronavirus even if there are some who are.  Not all white 
people are prejudice (as some writers advocate) though some are. 

 
• That person chasing our family to spew hate at us was not systemic.  It was individual. 
• I pray he will repent before God and receive God’s mercy. 
• But I’m not defining his race by it or anyone who drives BMW. 
• Hate begins as an individual sin. 
• Have we repented of ours? 

 
Color Blindness vs. Nation Celebration 
 
The solution to racism is not color blindness, but ethnic diversity.  God determined diverse nations 
(Acts 17:26).  God desires to save those in every nation (Acts 10:34-35).  In heaven, we will 
celebrate God saving individuals from diverse people groups (Rev 5:9).   
 

Acts 17:26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of 
the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 

 
Acts 10:34-35 34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him. 

 
Revelation 5:9 9 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation, 

 
Color blindness in America might assume that all cultures should end up in a WASP (White Anglo-
Saxon Protestants) with a European hymnody and Western attire.  In other countries, they may enjoy 
worshipping Christ in the music and expressions of their culture.  Many international missionaries 
would adjust to the culture without compromising the Gospel.   
 



Nation celebration rejoices that many countries and cultures have been saved in Christ and worship 
Him in ways different than us.  Do we ask “Why can’t they be more like us?” and “Why don’t they 
join us at our church?” when we fail to ask “Why don’t a join them?” or “What can we learn and 
appreciate from how other cultures worship God?”  Color blindness suggests everyone should 
conform to one way, but who’s way is that?  The Apostle Paul made himself like other cultures for 
the sake of the Gospel (1 Cor 9:19-22). 
 

1 Corinthians 9:19-22 19For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant 
to all, that I might win the more; 20and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; 
to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the 
law; 21to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but 
under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; 22to the weak I became 
as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all 
means save some 

 
 
Conclusion: 
 

1. Godless theories (e.g. CRT) may address real problems that are caused by sin.  Oppression 
and injustice destroys our love for God and people (the 2 greatest commandments).  Only the 
Gospel properly addresses and ultimately repairs the damage of sin that has offended God and 
hurt others.  But it begins with one person at a time addressing our sin before God.  Have you 
repented of your sin and trusted Christ as your Savior? 

 
2. Understand the horrible impact of sin on its victims.  But instead of placing blame on a culture, 

a race or a corporate representation, know that each individual sin is accountable before God.  
Have we taken accountability for our sin? 

 
• Where sin has become systematized, know that it was a collection of singular sin that God 

will hold in judgment. 
 

o Chinese Exclusion Act signed by President Chester Arthur on May 6, 1882 to prevent 
Chinese immigrants – it was the first law banning immigration of any ethnic group.  

o Japanese Internment Camp – including Tanforan, no Japanese-American detained in 
those internment camp was ever a threat, many served heroically for the U.S. in 
WW2 (Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 on February 19, 1942 

o Those horrific Jim Crow laws were resisted by heroes like Rosa Parks and Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

o Mexican immigrant workers were being taken advantaged of until Cesar Chavez led 
another Civil Rights movement 
 

3. Guard ourselves from the easy way of “cancelling” what we don’t like in our world.  Identify 
what God says is virtuous and identify how fallen men have come short.  But beware of self-
righteousness that blinds us from our own shortcomings.  Then rejoice that Christ mercifully 
saved us who didn’t deserve it. 

 
4. The ultimate goal is not shifting power but sacrificial service as Paul emulates Christ giving up 

freedom and authority to win people to Christ. (1 Cor 9:19-22) 
 



1 Corinthians 9:19-22 19For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a 
servant to all, that I might win the more; 20and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 
might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those 
who are under the law; 21to those who are without law, as without law (not being without 
law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; 
22to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all 
men, that I might by all means save some 

 
 
Discussion: 

• What are the dangers of trying to solve the problems of racism and injustice without the 
Gospel? 

• How does the Gospel ultimately bring justice personally and across the world? 
• How does the Gospel bring racial harmony? 

 


