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I. What Is The Atonement?

Heb. kaphar (or kippor) = covering 
Heb. ga’al = family obligation to pay for 

redemption
Heb. padah = ransom paid by family 
Gr. paresis = passed over 



The New Testament Definition
 Purchase = Gr. agorazo = to buy, as in a simple 

commercial transaction
 Redeem = Gr. exagorazo = to purchase out of a forum
 Possession = Gr. peripoioumoai = to keep safe or 

preserve
 Release = Gr. lutroo = to loose, payment/ransom upon 

release
 Forgiveness = Gr. aphesis = cancellation or release



Etymological Origin

 “Etymologically the word is a combination of 
syllables “at – one – ment, “meaning “to be 
made one” or “to reconcile.”  This meaning is 
not used in modern English.  In current theology 
the word “atonement” is used to include all that 
Christ accomplished by His death and in this 
technical meaning includes far more than the 
Old Testament concept or its etymological 
derivation.”  

(John Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, p. 154)



The Theological Definition

“Atonement…refers to everything that 
Jesus did at the cross.  It means to be ‘at 
one’ with God by Christ’s taking away of 
sin.” 

(Rick Yohn, Living Securely In An Unstable World, p.92)



Theological Definitions

“Atonement…refers to everything that 
Jesus did at the cross.  It means to be ‘at 
one’ with God by Christ’s taking away of 
sin.” 

(Rick Yohn, Living Securely In An Unstable World, p.92)

“The atonement is the work Christ did in his 
life and death to earn our salvation.” 

(Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 568)



II. Why Is The Atonement 
Necessary? 



3 Views Of Necessity of the 
Atonement

Atonement Unnecessary – not necessary 
for salvation (Pelagians, Socinians, etc.)

Hypothetically Necessary – God had a 
number of options to save us, but He 
chose the cross

Absolutely Necessary – cross is absolutely 
necessary prerequisite for redemption



Man’s Sin Caused 
Needs

Christ’s Death Brought 
Fulfillment

Debt – Pecuniary Sanctions 

• failed obligations

Redemption – Christ Is Our Ransom

• Christ is our surety (co-signs our debt)

Enmity – Personal Relationships

• violated relationship

Reconciliation – Christ Is Our Mediator

• Reconciliation presumes a prior relationship 
that has been estranged or broken

Crime – Penal Sanctions

• violated law of God

Substitution – Christ Is Our Priestly 
Victim

• Christ is not the judge, He comes under the 
judgment of the Judge



III. Why Is Atonement Through 
Christ The Only Means Of 
Redemption?

Old Testament Sacrifice Christ’s Sacrifice

Continual Complete

Offered by imperfect priest Offered by Perfect Priest

Sacrifice covered sins Sacrifice removed sins



Leviticus 16:11-12

 11“And Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, 
which is for himself, and make atonement for himself 
and for his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin 
offering which is for himself. 12Then he shall take a 
censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar 
before the Lord, with his hands full of sweet incense 
beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil. 



Leviticus 16:13-14

 13And he shall put the incense on the fire before the 
Lord, that the cloud of incense may cover the 
mercy seat that is on the Testimony, lest he die. 14He 
shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle 
it with his finger on the mercy seat on the east side; 
and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of 
the blood with his finger seven times.



The Weakness Of The Old 
Testament Atonement

OT Sacrifices Were Continual, Not 
Complete (Heb 10:1,11)

OT Sacrifices Were Offered By Imperfect 
Priests (Heb 9:7)

OT Sacrifices Merely Covered Sins, But Did 
Not Remove Them (Heb 10:4)



The Completeness Of 
Christ’s Atonement



Christ’s Atonement Is Once And For 
All

 Hebrews 7:27 27who does not need daily, as 
those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for 
His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He 
did once for all when He offered up Himself.

 Hebrews 9:12 12Not with the blood of goats and 
calves, but with His own blood He entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained 
eternal redemption.



Christ’s Atonement Is Once And For 
All

 Hebrews 9:25-26 25not that He should offer 
Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most 
Holy Place every year with blood of another—
26He then would have had to suffer often since 
the foundation of the world; but now, once at 
the end of the ages, He has appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.

 Hebrews 10:12 12But this Man, after He had 
offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at 
the right hand of God,



Christ’s Is The Perfect Priest To Offer 
The Sacrifice

 Hebrews 7:26-27 26For such a High Priest was 
fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, 
separate from sinners, and has become higher 
than the heavens; 27who does not need daily, as 
those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for 
His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He 
did once for all when He offered up Himself.



Christ’s Atonement Removes Our 
Sins Permanently

 Hebrews 9:26 He then would have had to suffer 
often since the foundation of the world; but 
now, once at the end of the ages, He has 
appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself.

 Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has 
perfected forever those who are being 
sanctified.



Christ’s Atonement Removes Our 
Sins Permanently

 Hebrews 10:18 18Now where there is remission of 
these, there is no longer an offering for sin.

 1 John 3:5 5And you know that He was 
manifested to take away our sins, and in Him 
there is no sin.



IV. What Does The Atonement 
Involve?



Substitution (OT)
 Isaiah 53:4-12 4Surely He has borne our griefs And carried 

our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by 
God, and afflicted. 5But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His 
stripes we are healed… 10Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise 
Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an 
offering for sin, …. 11He shall see the labor of His soul, and 
be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall 
justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I 
will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide 
the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul 
unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, 
And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for 
the transgressors.



Substitution (NT)
 anti –in place of (connotes replacement)
 huper – on behalf of (connotes benefit)
 Matthew 20:28 To give His life a ransom for (anti) many
 2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 

for (huper) us, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.

 1 Timothy 2:6 Who gave Himself a ransom for (huper) all
 Hebrews 2:9 Jesus…might taste death for (huper) everyone.
 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ suffered once for sins, the just for 

(huper) the unjust.



Substitution = Theological Definition

Personal Atonement Vicarious Atonement
Provided by the offending 
party

Provided by the offended 
party

A matter of strict justice A combination of justice 
and love

Never finished A completed sacrifice

(From Ryrie’s Basic Theology, p. 286)



(The Theology Notebook – Soteriology, p. 74)



Propitiation (Satisfaction)

 “Propitiation” = how Christ’s death on the cross 
appeased or placated the wrath of God 
towards man because of judgment

 “Propitiation”
 Gr. Hilasterion (Rom 3:25)
 Hilasmos (1 Jn 2:2; 4:10)



Romans 3:25-26 25whom God set forth as a 
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in 
His forbearance God had passed over the 
sins that were previously committed, 26to 
demonstrate at the present time His 
righteousness, that He might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.



1 John 2:2 2And He Himself is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the whole world.

1 John 4:10 10In this is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.



Propitiation Definitions
 Ryrie:  “Expiation has to do with reparation for a 

wrong; propitiation carries the added idea of 
appeasing an offended person.”

 John Stott:  “To ‘propitiate’ somebody means to 
appease or pacify his anger.”  (p. 169)

 Leon Morris:  “The turning away of wrath by an 
offering” (EDT, p. 888)

 Charles Ryrie:  “Propitiation means placating or 
satisfying the wrath of God by the atoning 
sacrifice of Christ.”  (Basic Theology, p. 294)



The Payment For Sin Is Satisfied

John 19:30 30“It is finished!”
1 Peter 1:18-19 18knowing that you were 

not redeemed with corruptible things, like 
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct 
received by tradition from your fathers, 
19but with the precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot.



The Wrath Of God Is Satisfied
 John 3:36 36He who believes in the Son has 

everlasting life; and he who does not believe the 
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides 
on him.”

 1 Thessalonians 1:10 10and to wait for His Son from 
heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even 
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

 Romans 3:25 25whom God set forth as a 
propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins that 
were previously committed,



Imputation

Ryrie:  “To impute means to attribute 
or reckon or ascribe something to 
someone.” (Basic Theology, p. 256)



Adam’s Sin Was Imputed To The 
Human Race In The Garden

(Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 259)



Man’s Sin Was Imputed To Christ At 
The Cross

2 Corinthians 5:19 19that is, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of 
reconciliation.

1 Peter 2:24 24who Himself bore our sins in 
His own body on the tree, that we, having 
died to sins, might live for righteousness—
by whose stripes you were healed.



(The Theology Notebook – Soteriology, p. 69)



Christ’s Righteousness Was Imputed 
To The Believer At Salvation

2 Corinthians 5:21 21For He made Him who 
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.



Reconciliation – restored to 
righteous fellowship with our 
Creator

 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 18Now all things are of 
God, who has reconciled us to Himself through 
Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, 19that is, that God was in Christ 
reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing 
their trespasses to them, and has committed to 
us the word of reconciliation.



Reconciliation – restored to 
righteous fellowship with our 
Creator
Romans 5:10-11 10For if when we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having 
been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
11And not only that, but we also rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received the reconciliation.



VI. The Theories On The Atonement
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