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“The problem of polarization, according to 
the pastors of purple churches struggling to 
minister to red Republicans and blue 
Democrats during another divisive election, 
is that people stop fighting. They part ways. 
And they sort themselves by political 
preference.”

(Daniel Silliman, “At Purple Churches, Pastors Struggle with Polarized Congregations,” Christianity Today, 10/20/20, 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november/purple-church-political-polarization-unity-identity-christ.html

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november/purple-church-political-polarization-unity-identity-christ.html


“Polarization makes it seem like unity in 
Christ can only come after political 
unity. Polarization makes it seem like 
partisanship is stronger than the 
gospel.” 

(Daniel Silliman, “At Purple Churches, Pastors Struggle with Polarized Congregations,” Christianity Today, 10/20/20, 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november/purple-church-political-polarization-unity-identity-christ.html

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november/purple-church-political-polarization-unity-identity-christ.html


How can we be united as a church when 
our political and social opinions differ?

Romans 14:4-5  4 Who are you to pass 
judgment on the servant of another? It is 
before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make him stand. 5 One person esteems one 
day as better than another, while another 
esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind.



http://havkar.com/en/blog/view/how-wings-are-attached-to-the-planes-/84



7 Fasteners That 
Hold A Church 
Together When 
Issues And 
Forces Threaten 
Unity.



1. A Heavenly Citizenship

Philippians 3:20 For our citizenship is in 
heaven, from which we also eagerly wait 
for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ 



2. A Worldly Sojourning

1 Peter 2:11  Beloved, I beg you as 
sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul

Hebrews 11:10  for he waited for the city 
which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God.



Dean William Inge:

“The church that marries the spirit of 
an age becomes a widow in the 
next generation.” 

Quoted in Context (March 15, 1997)



3. A Higher Authority

Romans 13:1-2 1 Let every person be subject to 
the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God 
has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment.



4. An Eternal Purpose

Acts 5:29 “We ought to obey God rather 
than men.”



Civil Disobedience:  When Man’s Law Conflicts 
With God’s Law, We Are To Obey God (Acts 5:29)

Anarchism:  Civil Disobedience Is Always 
Right

Radical Patriotism:  Civil Disobedience Is 
Never Right

Biblical Submissionism:  Disobedience To 
Government Is Sometimes Right



Francis Schaeffer, Christian Manifesto

“One either confesses that God is the final 
authority, or one confesses that Caesar is 
Lord.



The Declaration Of Independence

“That whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the right of the people to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new 
government.”



Biblical Incidences Of Civil Disobedience

• Hebrew midwives refused to kill innocent babies (Ex 1-2)
• Rahab hid spies (Josh 2) 
• Obadiah hid prophets from Jezebel (1 Kings 18)
• Esther broke the kings decree to save her people (Esth 4)
• Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to worship 

golden image (Dan 3)
• Daniel refused to pray to King Darius (Dan 6)
• Peter & John resisted stop preaching the Gospel (Acts 4-5)
• Tribulation saints will stand against the Beast (Revelation 13) 



5. A Divine Righteousness

Deuteronomy 32:4 He is the Rock, His 
work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, 
a God of truth and without injustice; 
Righteous and upright is He.



God Is The Source Of Righteousness

“When we say that God is just, we assert 
that whatever He does is right.”  

 John Koessler, God Our Father, p. 93



God’s Righteousness Comes From 
His Nature

Absolute justice is “that rectitude of the 
divine nature, in virtue of which God is 
infinitely righteous in Himself.” 

 Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 74



Psalm 99:4

 The King’s strength also loves justice; You 
have established equity; You have 
executed justice and righteousness in 
Jacob.



Justice embodies moral equity

 “Justice embodies the idea of moral equity, and 
iniquity is the exact opposite; it is in-equity, the 
absence of equality from human thoughts and 
acts.  Judgment is the application of equity to 
moral situations and may be favorable or 
unfavorable according to whether the one under 
examination has been equitable or inequitable in 
heart and conduct.” 

A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge Of The Holy



St. Augustine

“No country can be happy while the walls 
may still be standing but the morals are 
collapsing.” 

 The City Of God



How is righteousness achieved?

We can only accomplish moral 
equity when we align ourselves 
to God’s standard of 
righteousness



6. A Redemptive Message

2 Corinthians 5:20 Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
were pleading through us: we implore 
you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to 
God.





7. An Intercessory Prayer

1 Timothy 2:1-2 “There I exhort first of all 
that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and giving of thanks be made for all men, 
for kings and all who are in authority, that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in al godliness and reverence.”



Conclusion:

Be more preoccupied with the effect of 
the Good News of Christ than the bad 
news in our country.

What is ultimately right for mankind is 
what is right before God.
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Discussion:

 How can a politically diverse church stay focused on 
ministry while not ignoring the heated debates of our 
day?

 How can the church be used to heal a polarized 
nation?

 How do we submit to a President we may not have 
voted for?  

 How should we respond when we disagree with a 
President we may have voted for?
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