
Magnify Him! 
The Song Of Mary, Luke 1:46-56 

 
 
God Is Magnified When He: 
 
1. … Impacts Generations Through Humble Servants (46-49) 

46  And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47  and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48  for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49  for he who is mighty has done great things for 
me, and holy is his name.  

 
 
 
2. … Saves Those Who Fear Him From The Destruction Of Pride (50-51) 

50  And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51  He has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;  

 
 
 
3. … Exalts The Humble Over The Mighty (52) 

52  he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate;  
 
 
 
4. … Satisfies The Poor Apart From Worldly Greed (53) 

53  he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.  
 
 
 
5. … Fulfills His Promises To His People (54-55) 

54  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  
55  as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion: 

• God saved us to be a part of His amazing family. 
• God uses us to do things beyond our normal ability. 
• “He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30, ESV) 

 
 
Discussion: 

• For what purpose has God saved us from our sin? 
• How can we, individually, impact our generation for Christ? 
• How has God used a small, simple or unexpected thing about us to magnify Himself? 



Magnify Him! 
The Song Of Mary, Luke 1:46-56 

 
 
Luke 1:46-56 (ESV) 
46  And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48  for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will 

call me blessed;  
49  for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  
50  And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.  
51  He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;  
52  he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate;  
53  he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.  
54  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  
55  as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 
 
Introduction: 
 

• She was 18 when she met the Prince of England. She was a helper in a kindergarten and 
cleaned her sister Sarah’s home to make a living.  When the media got wind that Prince 
Charles was dating – she was thrust from a simpler life living with 3 roommates into hoards of 
photographers and reporters.   At age 20, she would become Princess Di.  She was a simple 
gal who became a princess and was unprepared for the intense demands for the role.  There 
was scandal and demanding expectations, but her children William and Harry helped her focus 
on her favorite role of motherhood. 
 

• The young lady we will talk about today was also a simple young teen who would be thrust 
into the role of being the mother of the Son of God.  She would endure scandalous 
accusations of explaining her pregnancy when she was expected to be a virgin the time her 
marriage would consummate.  She would go from being a simple girl from the village to being 
revered around the world as Mary the mother of Jesus. 
 
Our Christmas Series is on the songs of praise in Luke 1-2: 
 

• Praise Him! (Song of Elizabeth, Luke 1:39-45, 57-66) 
o Benedictus Minor Of Elizabeth (1:41-45) 

 
• Magnify Him! (Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-56) 

o The Magnificat Of Mary (1:46-55) 
 

• Glorify Him! (Song of the Angels, Luke 2:8-14) 
o Gloria of Angels (2:14) 

 
• Proclaim Him! (Song of Zechariah, Luke 1:67-80) 

o Benedictus Major Of Zechariah (1:67-79) 
 

• Trust Him! (Song of Simeon, Luke 2:25-35) 
o Nunc Dimittis Of Simeon (2:29-32) 



 
• What does God have in store for little us? 

o Last night’s Talent show used some very young kids (and very old ones too) who 
were willing to be used by God to bring joy. 
 I previewed the show on Wednesday when David, John, Neethi, Noel and 

Jenkins were working out any technical difficulties (Thanks for your amazing 
coordination). 

 I had been burdened with problems – construction issues, figuring out how to 
plan for church next year with a number of unknows in our uncertain times and 
doing much study with a committee on how to biblically deal with racism in our 
nation and churches  

 But watching the Talent Show removed so many burdens – to see the diversity 
of our congregation excited to encourage one another brought much joy – 
including tears of joy. 

 Thank you to our 22 acts, multiple contributors and our excellent planning team 
for this blessing. 

o God used a simple act of giving out food at our Thanksgiving Banquet.  The 
coordination wasn’t simple, but our neighbors receiving the food was blessed.  Our 
neighbors across the street, who we say hi to but don’t know really well, brought over a 
bouquet of lilies and said that this is the most neighborly thing they’ve seen in our 
neighborhood. 
 Our deaconesses from a simple church put their faith in a big God to do 

something we couldn’t imagine the impact of. 
o Today we roll out our Cookbook.  I read through the preview edition last night after 

the Talent Show and was blown away. 
 You don’t have to be able to preach, teach or sing to be used by God.  God has 

used crafts, art, food, writing, editing and publishing skills.   
 We’ve also video editing skills, coordination skills, baby-sitters, Day Camp 

helpers. 
o We will need people to do simple tasks when we reopen.  Wiping down contact areas 

with chlorinated wipes, staffing our new nursery with new babies on the way, and  
o We already have teams that meet on how to improve our sanctuary, design our 

restrooms and outfit our kitchen.  God is using a wide variety of people and skills. 
 
Proposition:  God uses a small, simple or unexpected thing about us to magnify Himself. 
 

• Like a microscope and a binocular, these tools are for the purpose of magnification 
• We magnify God 
• Now how do we magnify God who in infinite. 
• We make Him larger in the eyes of people who don’t think God is such a big deal 
• We magnify other people’s vision and our vision of God to see Him as Creator, King of Kings, 

Lord of Lords and Savior! 
• John the Baptist spent his early ministry announcing that the Savior would come like a 

sacrificial lamb whoo takes away the sin of the world. 
• When we are diminished by the reality of our sin and Christ is magnified as the 

Savior we need, then we have magnified Christ through communicating the Gospel. 
 
 
 



God Is Magnified When He: 
 
1. … Impacts Generations Through Humble Servants (46-49) 

46  And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47  and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48  for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49  for he who is mighty has done great things for 
me, and holy is his name.  

 
• Mary responded in praise – many will say this was a song of praise 
• It is similar to Hannah’s song in 1 Sam 2:1-10 and many Psalms 
• Because it is similar in format to Hannah’s songs and the songbook of Psalms, it is called a 

hymn or song of Mary 
• The song has been title in Latin: “Magnificat anima mea Dominum” 

o meaning “My soul magnifies the Lord” 
 

• “magnify” = “to make great, to praise, to extol” (Bock, Luke, ECNT, Vol. 1, p. 148) 
o “Mary lifts up te Lord God as she praises his work on her behalf.” (Bock) 

 
• Her spirit (pneuma) – her inner self – rejoices in God  

 
• My Savior – Mary needed a Savior 

o She was not immaculate or sinless, as some denominations teach 
o Neither was she perpetually a virgin – the Bible says she had other kids after Jesus 
o Nor was she assumed to heaven – Europe celebrates the assumption of Mary 
o Mary was a sinner – who like us – needed a Savior 
o The Savior would happen to be her Son 

 
• Mary was quite young when she became a mom – probably in her later teen years 
• Joseph and Mary’s parents fix them up around 12-13  
• She was betrothed to Joseph – legally married – but not consummate the marriage 

o Betrothal is a legal commitment of marriage before the eyes of God and the family 
o Betrothal would usually would last 12 months.  During this time, the groom would 

prepare a home for his wife. 
o At the end of this period, he would come for her, bring her to his house, and celebrate 

with a banquet (sometimes last 7 days). 
o Then marriage would be consummated. 

 
Luke 1:26-33  26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 
 v.28  angel Gabriel  



• have joy – even when your friends who don’t understand why you’re pregnant when you 
haven’t shared a bed with Joseph yet 

• you are favored by God, the Lord is with you (v.28) 
1) you are highly favored by God 
2) God has a special purpose for you, and  
3) no other woman in the history of mankind will have the opportunity you will have 

- “blessed are you among woman” – notice not above all women – as some religions 
would like to place her 

v.29 – greatly troubled – wouldn’t you be? 
v.31 – announcement – she will give birth to a Son – the angel’s wording was not as if to 
prophecy this event as after her marriage consummates, but immediately 

 
48  for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now  on all 
generations w ill call me blessed;  
 

• God took a humble servant and made her blessed among all generations 
• The royal sheen of Princess Di has long faded but Mary is seen as blessed in every 

Scripture reading, manger scene and biblical Hallmark Christmas card 
• God used Mary to magnify His name to this world 

 
49  for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  

 
• To give birth as a virgin after a miraculous conception is unique in all of history 
• There are virgins who can give birth today through invitro fertilization  
• But without any physical or medical means of conception, but through the Holy Spirit  

 
Luke 1:34-38 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And 
the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy — the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 
 
2. … Saves Those Who Fear Him From The Destruction Of Pride (50-51) 

50  And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51  He has shown 
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;  

 
• God extends His mercy by forgiving sins we don’t deserve to have forgiven 
• Perhaps you’ve been hurt by a repeat offender: 

o The bully who keeps on bullying 
o The person who keeps taking credit for the hard work of your team 
o The insensitive family member who rarely thinks about how to filter things before they 

speak 
• To forgive them is merciful 

 
• God forgives us when we’re still sinners 

 



Romans 5:6 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  
 
Romans 5:8  8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us 

 
• But God’s mercy is given to those who fear Him 

o The rebel who continues to defy God will not receive this mercy 
o The repentant who sees how our sins is an offense to God and asks for forgiveness 

will receive mercy 
 

• God will judge the proud – scatter them like scattered ashes 
 

• The act of mercy on God’s part magnifies Him 
 
 
3. … Exalts The Humble Over The Mighty (52) 

52  he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate;  
 

• Tomorrow, the Electoral College will determine who becomes President 
• Presidential terms are 4 – 8 years – they come down from the throne 
• Monarchs, presidents and dictators are mortals – they don’t last 

 
Luke 1:32-33 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 

• Who would challenge Caesar to his throne in the dominant Roman Empire?   
• Is Herod replaceable as the regional governor?  YES! 

 
• But when God saves and uses the humble  

o exalts them in purpose 
o exalts them in God’s will and  
o exalts them to heaven  
o where we will rule with God forever  

 
• A simple, godly teenage girl God used amidst all those with advanced education, elevated 

titles and royal lineage 
 
• God reverses social positions and status – because He can, because He’s God, because He’s 

greater than all of us 
 

• He magnifies Himself by exalting those of humble living 
 
 
4. … Satisfies The Poor Apart From Worldly Greed (53) 

53  he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.  
 

• God magnifies His name by taking care of the hungry with good things 
• This is a time where we are lacking  



o The economy is bad 
o We may have lost our job 
o Our kids are struggling by not going to school 
o We’re vulnerable to this virus 
o We’re hurting as a nation 

• God will fill us, satiate us with good things 
• Good quality verses rich defining 
• There is nothing wrong with being rich, but if you’re only defined through your wealth, you’re 

empty 
• Riches don’t fill 
• The early church had the problem of some members distinguishing themselves by their fine 

clothes.  
• James warned against favoring the rich. 

 
• We’re not to be defined by our wealth, but by our relationship to Christ. 
• Otherwise, we will always be hungry. 
• We’ll never be satisfied. (like Hamilton) 
• Like the billionaire who was asked how much money is enough – and he responded “One 

dollar more.” 
 

• God is magnified because He satisfies us internally when the world only creates 
thirst. 

 
 
5. … Fulfills His Promises To His People (54-55) 

54  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  
55  as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 
• God remembered His people – forgotten by the world, demeaned and enslaved by 

Rome 
• Like in the song of Moses – God has heard the cries of His people 
• 1400 years later, God here’s the cries of His people and sent forth their Deliverer 

 
• God promised the blessing of worldwide redemption through Abraham – now the 

Savior is here 
• God promised a King through David – now the King of Kings has arrived 

 
Luke 1:32-33 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 

• God is magnified because His prophecies are fulfilled 
• God is magnified because His promises are kept 
•  

 
Conclusion: 

• God saved us to be a part of His amazing family. 
• God uses us to do things beyond our normal ability. 
• “He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30, ESV) 



 
 
 
Discussion: 

• For what purpose has God saved us from our sin? 
• How can we, individually, impact our generation for Christ? 
• How has God used a small, simple or unexpected thing about us to magnify Himself? 

 
 


