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How Could Christ Be Both Man And God? 
The Hypostatic Union of Christ 

Savor The Savior, Session 9 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

• Static cling in the laundry.  How does it happen? 
• How does the divine nature of Christ connect with the human nature of Christ? 

 
• Hypostatic Union = Christ is One Person with two natures (divine & human) 

 
 
I. The Definition Of The Hypostatic Union 
 
A. General Definitions 
 

• “He continueth to be God and man, in two distinct natures and one person 
forever.”  (Westminster Shorter Catechism, 1647) 

 
• “The union of the two natures in Christ is called the hypostatic union.  That is, the two 

natures or substances constitute one personal subsistence.  Because Christ did not unite 
with a human person but with a human nature, the seat of the personality of Christ is in 
the divine nature.”  (Henry Thiessen, Lectures In Systematic Theology, p. 224) 

 
• “The hypostatic union refers to the complete preservation of each of his two 

natures without confusion or alteration and their unity in on Person.”  (Chafer, 
Systematic Theology, Abridged, Volume 1, p. 237) 

 
• “We confess that He is Very God and Very Man; Very God by His power to conquer death 

and Very man that He might die for us.”  (Belgic Confession, 1562) 
 

• “The doctrine of the hypostatic union…concerns the union of the two natures (dyo physes) 
of deity and humanity in the one hypostasis or person of Jesus Christ…In the incarnation of 
the Son of God, a human nature was inseparably united forever with the divine nature in 
the one person of Jesus Christ, yet with the two natures remaining distinct, whole, and 
unchanged, without mixture or confusion so that the one person, Jesus Christ, is truly God 
and truly man.”  (C. Blaising, “Hypostatic Union”, Evangelical Dictionary Of Theology, ed. 
Elwell, p. 540) 

 
• Theologian W.G.T. Shedd defines:  “Hypostatic union used in christological discussions 

to refer to Christ’s being one hypostasis or person who subsists in two natures. The two 
natures in Christ are thus naturally united in his person, somewhat analogous to the union 
of body and soul in an individual human being. This is contrasted with a conjunction or 
cooperative union of two persons, such as the indwelling of the Logos in the man Jesus, as 
in Nestorianism.”  (Dogmatic Theology, 3 vol. in 1, p. 956) 
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• John MacArthur:  “… the hypostatic union consists of the two natures of Christ in one 
theanthropic (God-man) person.  This union maintains Christ’s deity undiminished and his 
humanity unexalted.”  (Biblical Doctrine, Crossway, 2017, p. 264) 

 
• Renald Showers:  “The incarnated Jesus Christ has a complete divine nature and a 

complete human nature inseparably united in one person. Thus, He is a 
theanthropic person, a God-Man. The word theanthropic is derived from the 
combination of two Greek words: theos (God) and anthropos (man). This union 
of two complete natures in Jesus Christ has been called ‘the hypostatic union’ 
by theologians because it is the real essence of the incarnated Christ.”  (“The 
Hypostatic Union Of Jesus Christ,” Israel My Glory) 

 
• The Chalcedonian Definition (Council of Chalcedon, 451):  Therefore, following the holy 

fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and the same Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly God and truly 
man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father as 
regards his Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with us as regards his 
manhood; like us in all respects, apart from sin; as regards his Godhead, begotten of the 
Father before the ages, but yet as regards his manhood begotten, for us men and for our 
salvation, of Mary the Virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-
begotten, recognized in two natures, w ithout confusion, w ithout change, w ithout 
division, w ithout separation; the distinction of natures being in no way annulled 
by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being preserved and 
coming together to form one person and subsistence, not as parted or separated 
into two persons, but one and the same Son and Only-begotten God the Word, 
Lord Jesus Christ; even as the prophets from earliest times spoke of him, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ himself taught us, and the creed of the fathers has handed down to us. 

 
• “without confusion” 
 

o DeYoung: “The Lord Jesus Christ is not what you get when you mix blue and yellow 
together and end up with green. He’s not a tertium quid (a third thing), the result of 
mixing a divine and human nature.” 

 
• “without change” 
 

o Christ did not stop being God or had His deity altered when He became a man 
 
• “without division” 

 
o Christ is  

 
• “without separation” 

 
• The Council of Chalcedon (451) clarified: 

o Christ possesses a full divine nature 
o Christ possesses a full human nature 
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o Christ’s human nature and divine nature are not mingled in a way that He is less 
than human or divine 

o Christ is One Person 
 
B. Particular Definitions 
 

1. “Nature” 
• Lt. natura = Gr. physis = essence  
• “a unique combination of attributes that determines the kind of a being or thing” 

(Showers) 
 

 
2. “Substance” = Lt. substantia = Gr. ousia = essential property, being 

 
 

3. “Hypostasis” = Gr. hypostasis = subsistence, nature, personhood 
• the divine & human aspects of Christ have their own subsistence, personality 
• Hypostatic = Gr. Hupostasis = substantial nature, essence, reality 
• “individual existence” (DeYoung) 
• hypostasis means “essence, actual being, reality” (William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur 

Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, p. 854 
• Stephen Wellum:  “… hypostasis in classical philosophy was used to describe 

something’s real essence, that which undergirds and holds together its outer, empirical 
qualities” (God The Son Incarnate: The Doctrine Of Christ, Crossway, 2016, p. 104) 
 

4. “Person” = Gr. prosopon = the concrete presentation of the abstract substance (ousia) 
 

• John MacArthur:  “The hypostatic union is distinct from the virgin birth and from the 
incarnation.  The incarnation refers to the whole concept of God manifesting himself in 
human flesh.  The virgin birth constituted the means by which the incarnation was 
accomplished.  As Charles Feinberg once explained, ‘The hypostatic union is that which was 
effected and brought into being by the incarnation.’”  (Biblical Doctrine, p. 264) 

 
II. The Scriptures On The Hypostatic Union  
 

Isaiah 9:6  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 
• The Messiah was foretold to be both God and Man 
• In his humanity, the Messiah was born 
• In his deity, God was given 

 
Philippians 2:5-8  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the 
form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no 
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  And being 
found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the cross.” 
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John 1:1,14  “The Word was with God, and the Word was God…And the word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” 

 
Romans 1:3-4  “Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the 
Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.” 

 
Romans 9:5  “According to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God.” 

 
 1 Timothy 3:16  “God was manifested in the flesh” 
 

Hebrews 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

 
Hebrews 2:14  “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise shared in the same” 

 
• John Walvoord:  “The overwhelming proof for both the deity and true humanity of Christ 

makes it self-evident that in His person these natures so widely differing as to their 
attributes are nevertheless brought together into a personal union which will continue 
forever.  Though Christ sometimes operated in the sphere of His humanity and in other 
cases in the sphere of His deity, in all cases what He did and what He was could be 
attributed to His one person.  Even though it is evident that there were two natures in 
Christ, He is never considered a dual personality.”  (Jesus Christ Our Lord, p. 112) 

 
III. The Distinctives Of The Hypostatic Union 
 

• John Witmer:  “The Council of Chalcedon (A.D. 451) provided a fairly lengthy and involved 
statement of the doctrine of the person of Christ incarnate.  In brief, it can be stated as the 
union of ‘full Deity and perfect humanity … without mixture, change, division, or separation 
in one Person forever.’  This is called the hypostatic union.”  (Immanuel, p. 78) 
 

• Charles Ryrie surveys:  “The Chalcedonian Creed stated that the two ‘natures’ were united 
without mixture, without change, without division, and without separation. This means that 
the entire complex of the attributes of Deity and those of perfect humanity were 
maintained in Jesus Christ at all times since His Incarnation. There is no mixture of divine 
and human attributes (as Eutychians taught), no change in either complex (as Apollinarians 
taught), no dividing of them, and no separating them so as to have two persons (as 
Nestorianism taught). Orthodoxy says Jesus has two natures comprising one person or 
hypostasis forever. It is correct to characterize Christ as a theoanthropic person, but not 
accurate to speak of theoanthropic natures (since that would mix the divine and human 
attributes). 
 
“Calvinism has held that the union involves no transfer of attributes from one nature to the 
other. Lutheranism teaches the ubiquity of Christ’s body, which does involve a transfer of 
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the attribute of omnipresence to the humanity of Christ. In other words, ubiquitarianism 
holds that Christ is present in His human nature everywhere and at all times. Luther 
developed this doctrine in 1527–28 to support his belief in the Real Presence in the Lord’s 
Supper.”  (Basic Theology, p. 288) 
 

• Louis Berkhof also explains the outcome of the Chalcedonian Council: “one and the same 
Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly 
(asuggutos), unchangeably (atreptos), indivisibly (adiairetos), inseparably (achoristos), the 
distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather the property 
of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one subsistence, not 
parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son, the Only-begotten, God the 
Word, the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the beginning have declared concerning 
Him, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has taught us, and the Creed of the Holy Fathers 
has handed down to us.” 
 
“The most important implications of this statement are the following: (1) The properties of 
both natures may be attributed to the one Person, as, for instance, omniscience and 
limited knowledge. (2) The suffering of the God-man can be regarded as truly and really 
infinite, while yet the divine nature is impassible. (3) It is the divinity and not the humanity 
that constitutes the root and basis of the personality of Christ. (4) The Logos did not unite 
with a distinct human individual, but with a human nature. There was not first an individual 
Person in the Godhead associated Himself. The union was effected with the substance of 
humanity in the womb of the virgin.”  (The History Of Christian Theology, Eerdmans, 1937, 
1949, p. 112) 
 

 

Ecumenical Councils 

Nicaea 325 Formal statement on the Trinity 

Christological Heresies Spectrum: 

Denying Christ’s 
Divinity 

Ebionitism        Subordinationism       Adoptionism  
Arianism/Semi-Arianism 

Denying Christ’s 
Humanity 

Docetism/Gnosticism                  Apollinarianism  
Monothelitism 

Confusing the Two 
Natures 

Monophysitism/Eutychianism 

Dividing the Two 
Natures 

Nestorianism 
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Constantinople 
I 

381 Rejection of Apollinarianism, Monophysitism (also known as 
Eutychianism), and Nestorianism 

Chalcedon 451 Consolidation of “one person in two natures” 

Constantinople 
III 

681 Monothelitism condemned; two intelligences and wills: one 
human, one divine, united in one person 

(Michael Horton, The Christian Faith, p. 477) 
 
A. Christ possesses both the divine nature and human nature in one person. 
 

• “The Son of God did not unite Himself with a human person, but with a human nature.”  
(Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, Volume 2, p. 391) 

 
 
 
 
 Eternity Past                Eternity Future 

   
 

 
 
 
 
    Incarnation  
 
 
 
 Eternity Past                    Eternity Future 

 
• William G.T. Shedd: “That the two natures constitute only one person, is also proved by the 

fact that in Scripture human attributes are ascribed to the person designated by a divine 
title; and divine attributes are ascribed to the person designated by a human title. This 
interchange of titles and of attributes in respect to one and the same person proves that 
there are not two different persons, each having its own particular nature and attributes, but 
only one person having two natures and two classes of attributes in common. 

 
“Passages in which human attributes are ascribed to the person designated by a divine title 
are “blood of God” (Acts 20:28);3 “God spared not his own son (idiou huiou)”4 (Rom. 8:32); 
“they crucified the Lord of glory” (1 Cor. 2:8); “redemption through the blood tou huiou tēs 
agapēs autou”5 (Col. 1:13–14); “a virgin shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name 
Immanuel” (Matt. 1:23); and “the Son of the Highest is conceived in the womb” (Luke 1:31–
32). 

 
“Passages in which divine attributes are ascribed to the person designated by a human title 
are “no man has ascended up to heaven, but the Son of Man which is in heaven” (John 

One Person 

One Divine Nature 

One Human Nature 

https://biblia.com/reference/Ac20.28
https://biblia.com/reference/Ro8.32
https://biblia.com/reference/1Co2.8
https://biblia.com/reference/Col1.13-14
https://biblia.com/reference/Mt1.23
https://biblia.com/reference/Lk1.31-32
https://biblia.com/reference/Lk1.31-32
https://biblia.com/reference/Jn3.13
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3:13); “what and if you shall see the Son of Man ascend up where he was before?” (6:62); 
“as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is God over all” (Rom. 9:5); and “worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain to receive power” (Rev. 5:12).”  (Dogmatic Theology, P&R Publishing, 
1888, 2003, p. 650) 

 
B. The divine nature and human nature are unmixed 
 

• John Walvoord:  “Calvinistic theology generally holds that the two natures of Christ are 
united without any transfer of attributes.  Just as any essence is composed of the sum of 
its attributes and their relationship, a change of any attribute would necessarily involve a 
change in essence.  For instance, infinity cannot be transferred to finity; mind cannot be 
transferred to matter; God cannot be transferred to man, or vice versa.  To rob the divine 
nature of God of a single attribute would destroy His deity, and to rob man of a single 
human attribute would result in destruction of a true humanity.  It is for this reason that 
the two natures of Christ cannot lose or transfer a single attribute.”  (Jesus Christ Our Lord,  
p. 115) 

 
C. The divine nature is considered omnipresent and the human nature is considered 

local. 
 

• ie/  The Lutherans believe that at communion, the bread turns into (transubstantiates) into 
the literal body of Christ.  This is based in their understanding that Christ’s body is 
omnipresent. 

 
• Walvoord:  “A significant variation, however, from this doctrine is the Lutheran teaching of 

the ubiquity of the human body of Christ.  In connection with the Lutheran doctrine of the 
Lord’s Supper, it is held that, although the elements are not transubstantiated into the 
body of Christ, they contain the body of Christ.  This concept is considered to be supported 
by the teaching that the body of Christ is everywhere.  In sustaining this doctrine, Lutheran 
theologians have felt that the doctrine of omnipresence as it relates to the divine nature is 
properly also an attribute of the human body of Christ.  The Lutheran doctrine is 
challenged by Calvinists principally on the basis of the lack of biblical evidence for it and 
the contradiction involved in the concept of a body that is everywhere present.  While it is 
normal for theology to consider Christ in His divine nature as omnipresent, the humanity of 
Christ always seems to have a local concept, and Christ is revealed to be seated now at the 
right hand of the Father in heaven.”  (Jesus Christ Our Lord, p. 116) 
 

• First, the Lutheran-Reformed debate turns on the question of the communication of 
attributes (communicatio idiomatum). From the Reformed perspective, this refers to the 
fact that by virtue of the hypostatic union the attributes of either nature belong to the one 
person.  (Michael Horton, The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology For Pilgrims On The 
Way, Zondervan, 2011, p. 478) 

 
D. Christ’s divine and human attributes do not mix (or are attributed to each other), 

yet both define the person of Christ. 
 

Classification Attributes 

https://biblia.com/reference/Jn3.13
https://biblia.com/reference/Jn6.62
https://biblia.com/reference/Ro9.5
https://biblia.com/reference/Re5.12
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Assigned  To The Whole Person – 
Divine & Human 

Redeemer, Prophet, Priest, King 

Assigned To Deity But Involves The 
Whole Person 

Eternity (Jn 8:58) 

Assigned To Humanity But Involves 
The Whole Person 

Human Experiences: thirst, hunger, fatigue, pain (Jn 
19:28) 

Described According To Divine Nature, 
But Human Nature Is Included 

Glory of the Divine Christ is described, yet He is 
described as having been “dead” (humanity) – Rev 
1:12-18 

Described According To Human 
Nature, But Divine Nature Is Included 

His Divine ascension is described, but His human title 
is used “Son of Man” (Jn 6:62) 

Described According To Divine Nature, 
But Both Natures Are Included 

Christ spoke as Son of God to the spiritually dead, but 
exercised judgment as the Son of Man and Son of 
God (Jn 5:25-27) 

Described According To Human 
Nature, But Both Natures Are Included 

Christ will judge as a man, but possessing human and 
divine nature (Jn 5:27).  When Jesus cried “My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken Me?” – Christ spoke 
as a Man, addressing God, His Father.  “Me” seems to 
refer to both natures. 

    (adapted from John Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, p. 117-118) 
 

• Charles Ryrie adds:  “The Communion Of Attributes:  This simply means that the attributes 
of both natures belong to the one person without mixing the natures or dividing the 
person. Practically speaking, it is the basis for Christ being seen to be weak, yet 
omnipotent; ignorant, yet omniscient; limited, yet infinite.” (Basic Theology, p. 288) 
 

• MacArthur/Mayhue:  “This fact requires that readers of Scripture rightly discern the so-
called communication of properties (Lat. communicatio idiomatum) in the biblical record in 
order to rightly understand who Jesus is and what he has accomplished.  That is, whatever 
can be said of one of Christ’s natures can be rightly said of Christ as a whole person.  For 
example, Paul’s comment in Acts 20:28 does not mean that the divine nature has blood, 
for God is spirit (cf. John 4:24).  But because ‘blood’ is a property of Christ’s human nature 
and ‘God” is a property of his divine nature, Paul can say of Jesus that God purchased the 
church with his own blood.  The properties of both natures may be predicated of the one 
person of Christ.”  (Biblical Doctrine, p. 265) 

 
E. Christ Was Always Conscious Of His Dual Natures 

• “consciousness” = realm of experience  
• Liberals do not believe that Christ recognized a “divine self-consciousness” until some time 

during His public ministry 
• Orthodox folks believe that Christ was aware of His deity at all times 
• there was no point in time where Christ suddenly became aware that He was God 
• even as a baby 
• but the human nature developed and the human self-consciousness grew (Lk 2) 

 
• Henry Thiessen said (p. 224): 

• in His divine consciousness, Christ said “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30) 
• in His human consciousness, Christ said, “I am thirsty” (John 19:28) 
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• Shedd:  “In accordance with this complex constitution of Christ’s person, we find that his 

consciousness, as expressed in language, is sometimes divine and sometimes human. When 
he spoke the words “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30), the form of his consciousness 
at that instant was divine. Divine nature yielded the elements in this particular experience. 
When he spoke the words “I thirst” (19:28), the form of his consciousness at that instant 
was human or an experience whose elements were furnished by the human nature. When 
he said: “Now, O Father, glorify me with your own self, with the glory which I had with you 
before the world was” (17:5), his mode of consciousness at that instant was that of the 
eternal Word who was in the beginning with God. When he said: “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46), his mode of consciousness was that of a finite 
creature deserted of his Creator. 
In each of these instances, it was one and the same person, namely, Jesus Christ, who 
possessed the consciousness.”  (Dogmatic Theology, p. 652) 

 
F. Christ Possessed Both A Divine Will And Human Will 
 

• if “will” = desire, then Christ had 2 wills 
 

• ie/  Christ in Gethsemane  
 
Matthew 26:39 not as I will, but as you will 

 
 

o MacArthur/Mayhue:  “God the Father prepared Christ’s physical human body (Heb 
10:5-7; see Ps 40:6-8) for the incarnation so that the Son of God might do the will 
of the Father.  Each nature possesses its own will.  In John 17:24, Christ’s divine will 
appears in his Trinitarian relationship to the Father before the foundation of the 
world.  But in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus conforms his human will to the 
Father’s will (Mt 26:39).  This duality within the one person can be seen also in the 
early youth of Jesus when he astounded the teachers in the temple with his wisdom 
and knowledge of the Scriptures as he spoke from his divine nature but then 
submitted his human will to his parents’ wishes (Luke 2:47, 51-52).  This was a 
matter not of dueling personalities but of two distinct yet perfect natures.”  (Biblical 
Doctrine, p. 264-265) 

 
o if “will” = moral decision, the Christ had 1 will – always God’s will 

 
G. “Enhypostasis” is a term used to describe the process at incarnation where the 

human nature became integrated with the divine nature (John 1:14). 
 
• Christ’s divine nature was already existent (eternal Logos – “The Word”) 
• Christ’s human nature was added to His divine nature (“became flesh”, cf. Phil   

 2:6-8) 
• Christ’s human nature was given subsistence (hypostasis) by the Divine Logos 
• Consequently, the Perfect Divine & Perfect Human person is the perfect God Man 

 
IV. The Accomplishments Of The Hypostatic Union 

https://biblia.com/reference/Jn10.30
https://biblia.com/reference/Jn19.28
https://biblia.com/reference/Jn17.5
https://biblia.com/reference/Mt27.46


 10 

 (adapted from John Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, pp. 120-122) 
 
A. The Union Of Two Natures Is Essential For The Son Of God To Experience Life And 

Death As A Man 
 

Hebrews 5:8  Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He 
suffered. 

 
• Walvoord:  “Though the divine nature was immutable, the human nature could suffer and 

learn through experience with the result that the corporate person could be said to come 
into new experiences….  As Man, Christ could die, but only as God could His death have 
infinite value sufficient to provide redemption for the sins of the whole world.  Thus the 
human blood of Christ has eternal and infinite value because it was shed as part of the 
divine-human Person.”  (p. 120) 

 
B. The Union Of Two Natures Enabled Christ To Be A Sympathetic Priest 
 

Hebrews 4:15  For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 
Hebrews 2:17-18  17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that 
he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation 
for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to 
help those who are being tempted. 

 
• Wayne Grudem:  “Because we were alienated from God by sin, we needed someone to 

come between God and ourselves and bring us back to him. We needed a mediator who 
could represent us to God and who could represent God to us. There is only one person 
who has ever fulfilled that requirement … (1 Tim. 2:5). In order to fulfill this role of 
mediator, Jesus had to be fully man as well as fully God.”  (Systematic Theology, p. 541) 

 
C. The Union Of The Two Natures Qualifies Christ To Be An Earthly King In The Line Of 

David 
 

• Christ did and could rule as King as God alone – part of His divine nature 
 

• But through the incarnation, Christ fulfilled the Davidic lineage qualification (2 Sam 7:16; 
Lk 1:31-33) – part of His human nature 

 
• Walvoord:  “though it is possible for God to rule as God, it was a function of Christ to rule 

not only in the divine sense but as the Son of David fulfilling the Davidic covenant and its 
purpose that the seed of David would sit upon the throne.”  (p. 121) 

 
D. The Union Of The Two Natures Enables Christ To Fulfill What Adam Was Not Able 

To Accomplish For Man (Romans 5:15-21) 
 

• Christ is the sovereign God over nature and all creation 

https://biblia.com/reference/1Ti2.5
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• But as the Last Adam, Christ fulfills the role to have dominion over creation that Adam 
failed to obey 

 
E. The Union Of The Two Natures Makes Christ Impeccable (Unable To Sin) 

 
• As God, He cannot sin 
• As Perfect Man, He has no sin nature 

 
F. The Union Of The Two Natures Makes Christ The Perfect Mediator Between God 

And Man 
 

1 Timothy 2:5  “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus.” 

 
G. The Union Of The Two Natures Forever Made Christ The God-Man (Theantropos) 
 

Hebrews 7:24  “But He, because He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.” 
  

• MacArthur/Mayhue:  “The hypostatic union differs from theophanies in that there were 
multiple, temporary theophanies, while the existence of two natures in Christ since his 
incarnation is eternal.  He is now and forever the God-man.” (Biblical Doctrine, p. 264) 

 
 
Because of the Truth of the two natures, we can Biblically say: 
 
a.  Christ is infinite OR Christ is finite. He existed from all eternity OR He was born in Bethlehem 
b.  He was omniscient OR He was limited in knowledge 
c.  He is David's Lord YET David's son 
d.  He is the Ancient of Days YET He was born as an infant 
e.  He is God over all YET He is the son of Mary 
f.   He upholds all things YET He is weary with His journey 
g.  Without Him was nothing made that was made YET He can do nothing without the Father  
h.  His natural form is the form of God YET He takes on Him the form of a servant 
i.   He is the same yesterday, today, and forever, YET He increases in stature 
j.   He Knows the Father perfectly YET He increases in wisdom 
k.  In His own name, he gives a new and more perfect law and proclaims Himself Lord of the 

Sabbath and greater than the temple, YET He is born under the law and is subject to the law 
l.   He is the Prince of Peace YET His souls is troubled 
m. He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords, YET He goes to death at the order of a Roman governor 
n.  He is with us always unto the end of the world, YET The disciples saw Him being received into 

heaven out of their sight.  
(Loraine Boettner, Studies In Theology) 
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