
Love And Law 
Exodus 20:18 – 23:19 

 
 
Introduction: 
 
1. Law Enforcement – laws keep people safe 

• Completed Belmont’s Citizen’s Police Academy 
• Built great relationship with police officers 
• Learned a little bit of what they go through every day 
• I’m impressed with this department’s professionalism, passion and training. 
• They were very transparent – even with the events of George Floyd and other news stories 

involving police 
• I was put in various simulations – dealing with mental health issues, impaired driving, traffic 

stops and de-escalating tense situations with potential crimes in progress 
• It’s hard 
• Traffic stops – not about quotas, not make money for city – it’s about safety 
• These police officers enforce laws to “Serve and Protect” their community  

 
2. Laws are important for a society to function – honesty, honor and protection 

• Drivers need traffic laws so there is safety on the roads 
• Teachers need class room rules so the kids can learn best and when you’re outnumbered by 

30 you can keep the class under control 
• College roommates need some ground rules – not blasting music while the other is sleeping, 

how finances and the kitchen are shared 
 

3. Parents enforce laws because they love their kids 
• Rules without relationship leads to rebellion 

 
4. The OT Laws are about love – loving God and loving others 
 

• 613 commandments are summed up in 10 Commandments 
• 4 Commandments are towards loving God, 6 are towards loving man (20:3-17) 
• John Oswalt:  “God had made it clear that these examples were not merely the result of 

pragmatism but the outworking of principles rooted in the character and nature of the Creator 
and his creation.”  (Exodus, The Cornerstone Commentary, Vol. 1, p. 450) 
 

• Those 10 Commandments are summed up in 2 Great Commandments 
 

Matthew 22:36-41 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to 
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
• Love God Supremely (Dt 6:5) 
• Love People Superbly 

 



James 2:8-9 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

 
• God’s law is a royal law because He’s the King – the King of Kings 
• V. 5 – we are heirs of the kingdom 
• The supreme command is to love 
• Exodus 21-23 expands on God’s 10 commandments/words 

 
 
I. Love God Supremely (Exodus 20:18-26) 
 

A. Love God Through Reverential Obedience (20:18-21) 
 

Exodus 20:18-21 18 Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning 
and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were afraid and 
trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but 
do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has 
come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 21 The people 
stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 

 
• In the book Pilgrim’s Progress (John Bunyan), the Christian life is allegorized through it’s 

main character named Christian.   
o Christian is on a pilgrimage to remove his burden of sin 
o He is advised to find a man called Legality in the village of Morality 
o The bad advice places makes Christian work off his burden by trying to satisfy the 

law, but it only made his burden heavier 
o In order to get to the village of Morality, he had to climb a hill to get to Mr. 

Legality’s house but the burden just got heavier 
o Then Bunyan writes:  “There came also flashes of fire out of the hill that made 

Christian afraid that he should be burned; here therefore he sweat, and did quake 
for fear.” (Pilgrim’s Progress, p. 27) 

 
• Bunyan is making a clear allusion to this passage.  The burden of the law was heavy and 

fearful. 
• Israel is feeling this fear 
• From the sky came thunder and lightning with trumpet sounds 
• From the mountain came smoke 
• In Branson, Daisy and I went to see a Christian musical at the Sight and Sound Theater 
• The Israelites had their own Sight And Sound Theater on Mt. Sinai 
• These sights and sounds started when the Ten Commandments were given and when it 

was finished (Ex 19:16-19) 
 

• Israel feared the law 
o Fearing the law is healthy 
o Ie/ we should have a healthy fear of the speed limit and the traffic light 
o Ie/ we should fear laws prohibiting driving drunk or impaired to save lives 
o Ie/ we should fear laws outlawing recreational addictive drugs 
o Ie/ we should fear laws against stealing, looting, robbery and violence 



 
• They also feared God 

o God is the Enforcer of the law He created 
o When Christ comes in judgment, there will also be fire, smoke, thunder, lightning 

and trumpet blasts 
 

o Charles Spurgeon:  “This terrible grandeur may also have been intended to suggest 
to the people the condemning force of the law.  Not with sweet sound of harp, not 
with the song of angels, was the law given; but with an awful voice from amid a 
terrible burning … by reason of man’s sinfulness, the law worketh wrath; and to 
indicate this, it was made public with accompaniments of fear and death: the 
battalions of Omnipotence marshaled upon the scene; the dread artillery of God, 
with awful salvos, adding emphasis to every syllable.  The tremendous scene at 
Sinai was also in some respects a prophecy, if not a rehearsal, of the Day of 
Judgment.”  (“The Mediator—the Interpreter” (No. 2097), The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit (1890; 
repr. London: Banner of Truth, 1970), 35:409.) 

 
• They go to Moses for legal mediation 

 
o Phillip Ryken:  “One of the first things people do when they get into trouble with the 

law is to hire a lawyer.  This is exactly what the Israelites did at Mount Sinai.  As 
soon as they heard the demands of God’s law, they asked Moses to be their legal 
advocate, their mediator.” (Written In Stone, p. 219) 

 
• They said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we w ill listen; but do not let God 

speak to us, lest we die.”   
 

• Moses was their mediator when God spoke to Moses at the Burning Bush. 
 

• Moses, their attorney, calms their fears 
 
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear 
of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 

 
• God is testing us – testing our allegiance to God and His commands 

 
• Moses went towards the darkness to talk to God as Israel’s mediator 

 
21 The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where 
God was. 

 
• Moses is giving us a preview of what Christ will be doing for us.  Moses approached God in 

thick darkness.  Christ approached God on our behalf clouded by the darkness of our sin 
that He bore on our behalf. 

 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at 
the proper time. 

 



Hebrew 8:6 But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than 
the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 

 
Hebrews 3:3-6 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses—as much 
more glory as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house 
is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses was faithful in all God’s 
house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful 
over God’s house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold fast our confidence and 
our boasting in our hope.  

 
B. Love God Through Exclusive Worship (20:22-26) 

 
Exodus 20:22-26 22 And the Lord said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel: 
‘You have seen for yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven. 23 You shall not make 
gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24 An altar of 
earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, 
your sheep and your oxen.  In every place where I cause my name to be remembered I will 
come to you and bless you. 25 If you make me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn 
stones, for if you wield your tool on it you profane it. 26 And you shall not go up by steps to my 
altar, that your nakedness be not exposed on it.’ 

 
• God is communicating to His people (22) 

o Idols don’t talk 
• God is Spirit 

o Don’t make vain images of Him 
o God is not to be worshipped like a statue or a token totem 

 
• The Nation of Israel is not to be centered on idolatrous statues but a communicative 

relationship with God 
 

o Warren Wiersbe:  “The Jews were called to be a people of the Word. The success of 
the nation depended on hearing God’s Word, believing it, and obeying it.” (Be 
Delivered, p. 116) 

 
• Sacrifices were to be offered to God 

o Because sacrifices are previews of Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice on the cross 
 

24 An altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt 
offerings and your peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen.  In every place 
where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and bless you. 

 
• Burnt offering brought atonement for sin (Lev 1) 
• Peace offerings reflected their restored fellowship with God (Lev 3) 

 
• Alters could be built to offer sacrifices to God, but simply 

o Altars were to be simple – stacked, not carved 
o It’s not to be similar in anyway than the fancy altars to the pagan gods 
o No steps 
o Why does God talk about nakedness in v. 26? 



 
v. 26 And you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness be 
not exposed on it.’ 

 
• Pagan worship at the altars were lewd and immoral.  It’s overt sexuality was to 

excite their idols make their land or their home more fertile or blessed. 
 

• The first 4 commandments are summed up in these passages on loving and worshipping 
God 

 
1. no other gods before Me 
2. no carved images 
3. don’t take God’s name in vain 
4. remember the Sabbath – observe worship of God 

 
• The last 6 commandments are summed in up in loving people superbly 

 
 
II. Love People Superbly (Exodus 21:1 – 23:19) 
 

A. Treat Those Who Serve With Honor (21:1-11, 20-32) 
 

• Those who tried to use this passage to justify slavery in America had an inaccurate view of 
slavery in Bible times 
 

• Tony Merida:  “… this is not ‘slavery’ like we think about in American history.  Most people 
ran small family businesses, and their ‘slaves’ were more like simple workers or employees 
in the business who lived at the master’s place.  They were basically ‘contract workers.’” 
 
“During the time of Moses, it was voluntary (people hired themselves into service of others, 
often because of debt).  They worked hard in exchange for room, board, and an honest 
wage.  Involuntary slavery was forbidden … 21:16” 
 (Christ-Centered Exposition Exalting Jesus In Exodus, Holman, 2014, p. 139) 

 
Exodus 21:16 Whoever steals a man and sells him, and anyone found in possession of him, 
shall be put to death. 

 
• Modern slavery like we saw in America and Europe where people were taken against their 

will and sold would have been punished by God with the death penalty 
 

• vv. 2-3 slaves are free after serving 6 years 
 

Exodus 21:5-6 5 But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I 
will not go out free,’ 6 then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the 
door or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be 
his slave forever. 

 
• This distinguished a bond servant 
• If a slave chooses to stay with his master, he declares his loyalty with an ear pierce 



 
• vv. 12-19 reiterates and illustrates the commandments on murder, honoring parents, 

stealing, paying your due 
 

• vv. 20-26 applies these commandments in the protection of slaves 
 

• While not endorsing the modern concept slavery, but in support of those who volunteered 
as slaves for pay, room and board – Loving People means Loving Servants 

 
• Your pizza delivery person, Uber driver, gardener and hotel maid are to be protected and 

treated in the same way as the CEO and celebrity 
 

B. Protect Life And Property (21:12-19) 
 

• don’t murder (12-14) 
 

Exodus 21:12-14 12  “Whoever strikes a man so that he dies shall be put to 
death. 13 But if he did not lie in wait for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then I 
will appoint for you a place to which he may flee. 14 But if a man willfully attacks 
another to kill him by cunning, you shall take him from my altar, that he may die. 
 

o If there was an accidental death, the suspect can find safety at the alter so there is 
time to investigate before a swift sentence 

o Later, cities of refuge (6 of them) were established so that the suspect can be safe 
until the investigation would determine if it was intentional or accidental (Num 35:9-
15) 

o Modern concepts of sanctuary cities misuse this principle in hiding criminals 
o The concept is to give due process for justice – if found guilty, they’re punished 

 
• honor parents (15,17) 
• don’t steal (16) 
• don’t covet, pay your due (18-19) 

 
C. Pay To Others What Is Due (21:33 – 22:15) 

 
• Make restitution – pay what we owe, compensate what we damaged 

 
• 21:33-36 Property/livestock damage/injury compensated by those responsible 

 
Exodus 21:33-34 33 “When a man opens a pit, or when a man digs a pit and does not 
cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 34 the owner of the pit shall make restoration. 
He shall give money to its owner, and the dead beast shall be his. 

 
• 22:1-4 Thieves are responsible to compensate for what they steal 
• 22:5-15  Compensation for accidents 

 
• We live in a day where we just try to get away with things 
 
• Ie/ Hit and run drivers, looting, cheating the unemployment or welfare system 



 
D. Have Integrity Before The Lord And Others (22:16 – 23:9) 

 
• Issues of sexual immorality (16-17, 19) 

 
• Issues spiritual adultery (18 – sorcery, 20 - idolatry) 

 
• Issues of society – foreigners, widows, orphans (21-24) 

 
Exodus 22:21-24 21  “You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were 
sojourners in the land of Egypt. 22 You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23 If 
you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry, 24 and my wrath 
will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your 
children fatherless. 

 
• Issues of covetousness – don’t charge interest to the poor, be generous 

 
Exodus 22:25 If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you shall 
not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not exact interest from him 

 
• Issues of false witness (lying) – false witness, false charges, bribery (23:1-8) 

 
E. Keep The Sabbath And Holy Days (23:10-19) 

 
• Keeping the Sabbath is not just a weekly commemoration 
• Agriculture  

o let land rest in 7th year of production (23:10-11) 
o let working animals rest on the 7th day (12) 
o let workers refresh on the 7th day (12) 

 
• Keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
• Leaven was a picture of sin that rises easily 
• Unleavened bread is a picture of sinlessness and a picture of the manna in the wilderness 
• Offerings to the Lord (v. 19) 
 
Exodus 23:19b You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk 
 

• This is one of the oddest commands in the Bible 
• But there’s a principle in this that reveals one’s heart and motivation 
• A mother’s milk is to give life to her baby 
• Even though it’s a goat, it is dishonoring to that goat to cook it’s baby in the mother’s 

milk intended to give it’s life 
• We’re not to be so pragmatic without compassion 
• Merida:  “do not take that which is source of life and use it as a source of death” (p. 

151) 
 

• Also, the pagans cooked goat this way and God wanted Israel to be different 



• Wiersbe points out the pagan ritual where this “milk was then sprinkled on the trees 
and fields to help promote fertility, a magical practice that was forbidden to Israel.” (Be 
Delivered,  

 
 
Conclusion: 
 

• Laws give us directions on how to love God through obedience. 
 
 

• Laws give us guidelines to love others through respect. 
 

o Puritan Samuel Bolton: “The law sends us to the gospel that we may be justified; and 
the gospel sends us to the law again to inquire what is our duty as those who are 
justified.… The law sends us to the gospel for our justification; the gospel sends us to 
the law to frame our way of life.”  
The True Bounds of Christian Freedom (1645; repr. London: Banner of Truth, 1964), 71-72. 

 
• When we have failed in the law, Christ mediated a victory for us over sin.  (Rom 8:2-

4) 
 

Romans 8:2-3  For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 
of sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh 

 
 
Discussion: 

• How are laws loving to God and others? 
• How does Christ’s love victorious when we fail to love? 
• How is Christ a superior Mediator to Moses? 


