
Great Expectations (The 2nd Coming of Christ)    Oct. 10, 2021 

 

 

John 14:1–4 Christ Comforts His Disciples  

14 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My 

Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you 
know, and the way you know.”  

Jn. 14:3 says, “I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself” 

 

 The Rapture (Pt 1) – Show Future Events’ Chart - Describe the Rapture’s distinctness 
from 2nd Coming 

 
  

 

I. The Arrival (1 Thess. 4:13-18)   



1 Thess. 4:13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

 
II. The Imminency – what was true after the death, the Resurrection and Ascension 

of Christ; the “last time”  

1 Jn. 2:18 “the last hour”; 18 Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have 
heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by 
which we know that it is the last hour.  

 

Sign of the times – no signs for the Rapture 

Looking, Living, Longing  

A. Looking - The passages encourage us to be aware.  Looking for Jesus!  Not 
for the signs- gets you worried and anxious; look to Christ; He is in control; 
He will use the difficulties in this world to accomplish His plan.  He hasn’t 
abandoned you in the difficult times. 
 

B. Living – This isn’t our land.  We can’t put permanent roots down here because it 
isn’t our home.  Our citizenship is in Heaven.  That is what we are investing in.  A 
permanent home that we crave, desire or long for and want those that we love 
(and don’t love) to be! 

 
 

1 Peter 2:11 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul 

C. Longing – “eagerly wait” (Gk. apekdechomai- to wait or expect eagerly; to 
look for w/ a favorable reception) 

Philippians 3:20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly 
wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,  

1 Corinthians 1:7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the 
revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,  



Hebrews 9:24–28 - 24 For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 
of God for us; 25 not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters 
the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another—26 He then would have 
had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of 
the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27 And as 
it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was 
offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will 
appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.  

 

Did you notice that the word “appear” is used three times in Hebrews 9:24–28? These 
three uses give us a summary of our Lord’s work.  

• He is appearing now in heaven for us (Heb. 9:24).  
• He has appeared to put away sin by dying on the cross (Heb. 9:26).  
• One day, He shall appear to take Christians home (Heb. 9:28). These “three tenses of 

salvation” are all based on His finished work1 

The hard work has been done by the Lord.   

Let’s be Looking, Living, Longing for our Lord’s appearing 

 

III. The Restrainer (2 Thess. 2:1-7) 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:1–7  

Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to 
Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by 
letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any 
means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or 
that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And now you 
know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of 
the way. 

  

                                                 
1 Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 312). Wheaton, IL: Victor 
Books. 
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The Holy Spirit – His presence keeps back the evil from overrunning the earth.  The evil that 
man and Satan is involved in is hindered by the Spirit’s presence in the world.  Where does the 
Holy Spirit reside on the earth? 

He resides in you!  The Holy Spirit’s presence in the lives of believers assist in keeping evil from 
ultimate mayhem and carnage on the earth.   

 Jn. 16:8-11 – convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment to come 

John 16:8–11 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: 9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go 
to My Father and you see Me no more; 11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.  

 
 
Conclusion 
1. Are you tired with all of the bad news in the world?  Don’t lose heart.  Keep your eyes on 

the person of Christ. 
2. Are you looking, living and longing for the Coming of Christ?  He can come at any time.  

Are you involved in his ministry?  fellowship, serve, witness, pray 
3. Your presence and ministry on this earth, with the Holy Spirit in you, has a restraining 

element towards evil permeating all of the earth.  Be steadfast in doing what is right, 
godly and in accordance to God’s will. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 So let’s go back to the time before Christ came.  Imagine yourself living in O.T. time and 
being an Israelite.  There was a promise given to your great Father of all Nations, Abraham. 

Abrahamic Covenant-  

• Great Nation 
• Name will be great 
• Bless them that bless you and curse them that curse you 
• Thru Abraham, the whole world will be blessed 



Palestinian Covenant (Deut. 30:1-10) 

• The nation will lose and regain the land 
• Israel will repent in the future as a nation 
• Israel will be restored to the land 
• Israel’s enemies will be judged 

 

Davidic Covenant  

• David would have a child who shall build the Temple, not David 
• The throne of his kingdom shall be forever 

 

The First Coming of Christ 

 Anticipation of a Savior/ Redeemer/ Messiah –  

  The shepherds/ the Magi 

  Simeon and Anna 

 

Micah 5:2 - 2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, Yet out of you shall come forth to Me.  The One to be Ruler in Israel,  

Whose goings forth are from of old, From everlasting.”  

 

 300 Messianic Prophecies 

Messianic Prophecies of the Old Testament  from Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary 

Messianic Prophecies of the Old Testament 
PROPHECY O.T. REFERENCES N.T. FULFILLMENT 

Seed of the woman Gen. 3:15 Gal. 4:4; Heb. 2:14 

Through Noah’s sons Gen. 9:27 Luke 6:36 

Seed of Abraham Gen. 12:3 Matt. 1:1; Gal. 3:8, 16 

Seed of Isaac Gen. 17:19 Rom. 9:7; Heb. 11:18 

Blessing to nations Gen. 18:18 Gal. 3:8 

Seed of Isaac Gen. 21:12 Rom. 9:7; Heb. 11:18 

Blessing to Gentiles Gen. 22:18 Gal. 3:8, 16; Heb. 6:14 

Blessing to Gentiles Gen. 26:4 Gal. 3:8, 16; Heb. 6:14 
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Blessing through Abraham Gen. 28:14 Gal. 3:8, 16; Heb. 6:14 

Of the tribe of Judah Gen. 49:10 Rev. 5:5 

No bone broken Ex. 12:46 John 19:36 

Blessing to firstborn son Ex. 13:2 Luke 2:23 

No bone broken Num. 9:12 John 19:36 

Serpent in wilderness Num. 21:8–9 John 3:14–15 

A star out of Jacob Num. 24:17–19 Matt. 2:2; Luke 1:33, 78; Rev. 22:16 

As a prophet Deut. 18:15, 18–19 John 6:14; 7:40; Acts 3:22–23 

Cursed on the tree Deut. 21:23 Gal. 3:13 

The throne of David 
established forever 

2 Sam. 7:12–
13, 16, 25–26 

1 Chron. 17:11–
14, 23–27 

2 Chron. 21:7 

Matt. 19:28; 21:4; 25:31; Mark 12:37; 
Luke 1:32; John 7:4; Acts 2:30; 13:23 
Rom. 1:3; 2 Tim. 2:8 
Heb. 1:5, 8; 8:1; 12:2; Rev. 22:1 

A promised Redeemer Job 19:25–27 John 5:28–29; Gal. 4:4; Eph. 1:7, 11, 14 

Declared to be the Son of 
God 

Ps. 2:1–12 

Matt. 3:17; Mark 1:11; Acts 4:25–
26; 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5; 

 

He has the same problem that Lucifer had when he was cast out of Heaven (Isa 14).  He will 
desire to be like the Most High. 

Isaiah 14:12–14 The Fall of Lucifer  

12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  

How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!  

13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the  

 stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation.  On the farthest sides of the 
north;  

14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’  
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