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How Do We Know Christ Is God? (Part 1) 
 Divine Attributes & Names 
Savor The Savior, Session 3 

 
 
Opening Discussion: 
 
1. If you were asked by someone how you believe that Jesus Christ is God, how would you 

defend His deity? 
 
2. If Jesus is the “Son of God,” is He something less than God Himself?  Why or why not? 
 

Jesus called Himself the “Son of God” in John 10:36.  How does the context of John 10:30-36 
help us understand what Jesus is saying? 

 
3. What does Matthew 7:21 tell us about what it means for Jesus to be our “Lord?”   
 
 How do we demonstrate Christ’s Lordship in our everyday lives? 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
Q:  What is your nickname and why?  Or your nickname growing up? 
 
1. Is Jesus God? 
 

• R. C. Sproul:  “Faith in the deity of Christ is necessary to being a Christian. It is an essential 
part of the New Testament gospel of Christ. Yet in every century the church has been 
forced to deal with people who claim to be Christians while denying or distorting the deity 
of Christ.”  (Essential Truths For The Christian Faith, Ch. 25) 

 
• Albert Schweitzer, humanitarian, believes Jesus was insane 
• Rudolf Bultmann, German theologian, believed Jesus was a myth 
• Immanuel Kant, German philosopher, believed Christ was merely human 

 
• Muslims consider it blasphemous to equate Christ to Allah 
• Jehovah’s Witness claim that “Jesus never claimed to be on the same level as Almighty God  

(https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/is-jesus-almighty/) 
• Buddhists deny Christ’s deity considering him an enlightened man like Buddha 
• Christian Science found, Mary Baker Eddy, declares:  “Jesus Christ is not God” 

 
• C. S. Lewis, apologists, asserts that Jesus is either a Liar, Lunatic or Lord 
• Is Jesus really God?  His attributes and names demonstrate that Christ is truly indeed God. 

 
• Theologian Paul Enns reminds us of the importance of Christ’s deity: “An attack on the 

deity of Jesus Christ is an attack on the bedrock of Christianity. At the heart of orthodox 
belief is the recognition that Christ died a substitutionary death to provide salvation for a 
lost humanity. If Jesus were only a man He could not have died to save the world, but 

https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/is-jesus-almighty/)
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because of His deity, His death had infinite value whereby He could die for the entire 
world.”  (The Moody Handbook of Theology, p. 225) 

 
2. Overview:  How Do We Know That Jesus Christ Is God? 

• Christ Possesses The Divine Attributes Of God 
• Christ Possesses The Divine Ascriptions (Names) Of God   
• Christ Possesses The Divine Authority Of God 
• Christ Performs The Divine Activities Of God 

 
3. Hebrews 1:3 
 

KJV/ NKJV – who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person 
ESV – He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature 
NIV – The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being 
NASB – And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature 
The Message – This Son perfectly mirrors God, and is stamped with God’s nature 
NLT – The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God 
Nestle-Aland – ὃς ὢν ἀπαύγασμα τῆς δόξης καὶ χαρακτὴρ τῆς ὑποστάσεως αὐτοῦ 

 
• “brightness” = apaugasma = radiance, shining forth, effulgence, send forth light 

o This is not a reflection, but a source of light 
o Christ is not merely a reflection of God’s glory, but a source of it 

 
•  “express image” or “exact representation” = eikōn 

o This word was used of an image or impression left by an engraving or stamping 
tool, such as a stamped coin or engraved wood. 

o Christ is the authentic representation of what God is 
o Eikōn is where we get our English word “icon” 

 
• “In Himself the Son is presented in His essential Nature, as the manifestation of the divine 

attributes (ἀπαύγασμα τῆς δόξης), and He embodies personally the divine essence 
(χαρακτὴρ τῆς ὑποστάσεως).” (B.F. Westcott, The Epistle To The Hebrews, p. 9) 

 
• “‘Brightness’ is the translation of apaugasma (ἀπαυγασμα), in the classics, ‘a radiance, 

effulgence,’ used of light beaming from a luminous body. Its verbal form means ‘to flash 
forth.’ Expositor’s has a valuable note on ‘effulgence;’ The word ‘seems to mean, not rays 
of light streaming from a body in their connection with that body or as part of it, still less 
the reflection of these rays caused by their falling upon another body, but rather rays of 
light coming out from the original body and forming a similar light-body themselves.’” 
(Kenneth Wuest, Wuest’s Word Studies From The Greek New Testament) 

 
4. The Word Made Flesh:  The Ligonier Statement on Christology 

http://christologystatement.com 
 

• We confess the mystery and wonder of God made flesh and rejoice in our great salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• With the Father and the Holy Spirit, the Son created all things, sustains all things, and 
makes all things new. 

http://christologystatement.com/
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• Truly God, He became truly man, two natures in one person. 
• He was born of the Virgin Mary and lived among us. 
• Crucified, dead, and buried, He rose on the third day, ascended to heaven, and will come 

again in glory and judgment. 
• For us, He kept the Law, atoned for sin, and satisfied God’s wrath. 
• He took our filthy rags and gave us His righteous robe. 
• He is our Prophet, Priest, and King, building His church, interceding for us, and reigning 

over all things. 
• Jesus Christ is Lord; we praise His holy Name forever. Amen. 

 
 
I. Christ’s Divine Attributes Prove His Deity 
 
Colossians 2:9  For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 
 

• “fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (NIV) 
• “fullness” = totality 

o J.B. Lightfoot - “the totality of the divine powers and attributes” 
o all of what God is dwells in Christ 

• “dwells” = present tense - continuous action 
o the fullness of the deity permanently resides in the Person of Christ 

 
• Stephen Wellum:  “Paul does not say that in Christ is found a plenitude of deity, as if he 

had a sufficient amount of divine attributes for the task at hand. Leaving out no excess of 
attributes, Paul declares that the plērōma, the entire fullness and sum total of deity 
inhabits the Son, who has added to himself a human nature.”  (God the Son Incarnate: 
The Doctrine of Christ, Foundations of Evangelical Theology, Kindle Locations 5055-5058. 
Crossway. Kindle Edition. 2016-11-16) 

 
A. Eternality - Christ Has Eternally Existed (Past, Present, Future) 
 

Micah 5:2  Yet out of  you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting 

 
Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be 
upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
John 8:58  Before Abraham was, I AM 

 
John 1:1-2  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was in the beginning with God. 

 
• John Piper:  “The first particular glory that upholds all the rest is the mere eternal existence 

of Christ. If we will simply ponder this as we ought, a great ballast will come into the 
tipping ship of our soul. Sheer existence is, perhaps, the greatest mystery of all. Ponder the 
absoluteness of reality. There had to be something that never came into being. Back, back, 
back we peer into endless ages, yet there never was nothing. Someone has the honor of 
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being there first and always. He never became or developed. He simply was. To whom 
belongs this singular, absolute glory? The answer is Christ, the person whom the world 
knows as Jesus of Nazareth.”  (Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ, p. 27)  

 
B. Pre-Existence - Christ Existed Before His Incarnation/Birth 

 
John 3:17 17For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world 
 
John 3:31 31He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and 
speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 
 
John 6:38 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of 
Him who sent Me. 
 
John 1:3 3All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made. 
 
Colossians 1:16 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things 
were created through Him and for Him. 
 
Hebrews 1:2 2has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 

 
C.  Self-Existence/Aseity - Christ Is Uncreated, Uncaused And Always Existing 

 
John 5:26 26For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in 
Himself, 
 
Hebrews 7:3 3without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually. 
 
Colossians 1:17 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 

 
D. Omnipresence - Christ Is Always Present Everywhere 
 

Matthew 28:20 20teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 
Ephesians 4:10 10He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 
heavens, that He might fill all things.)  

  
Matthew 18:20 20For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in 
the midst of them.” 

 
• In Christ’s humanness, He was in one location at a time.   
• In Christ’s deity, He was omnipresent. 
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• Founder of Dallas Seminary, Lewis Sperry Chafter states:  “… in His deity He was 
omnipresent even though His humanity as embodied in His human body on earth was in 
only one place at a time.  In [John] 14:23 Christ promised to make His home with anyone 
who loves Him.  This would be impossible for Him to do bodily, but He could do it in His 
deity.”  (Systematic Theology, Vol. 1, Abridged Ed., p. 211) 

 
E. Omnipotence – Christ Possesses All Power 
 

• “The omnipotence of Christ…sometimes it takes the form of physical power, but more often 
it refers to authority over creation.”  (John Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, p. 31) 

 
Matthew 28:18 18And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 
to Me in heaven and on earth.” 
 
Matthew 8:27 27So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and 
the sea obey Him?” 
 
John 2:11 11This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; 
and His disciples believed in Him. 
 

• Wayne Grudem solves some tension created by skeptics who cite that Christ’s miracles 
did not prove Christ’s power: “Some might object that these miracles just showed the 
power of the Holy Spirit working through him, just as the Holy Spirit could work through 
any other human being, and therefore these do not demonstrate Jesus’ own deity.  But 
the contextual explanation of these events often point not to what they demonstrate 
about the power of the Holy Spirit but to what they demonstrate about Jesus himself…. 
It was not the glory of the Holy Spirit that was manifested by the glory of Jesus himself, 
as his divine power worked to change water into wine.”  (Systematic Theology, p. 547) 

 
Isaiah 9:6 6For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God (El 
Gibbon)”, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

• “Mighty” = gibbon (Heb) = supreme strength and power 
• “When used of God in the Old Testament, it expressed the assurance that God would 

defend Israel from her enemies (Psalms 24:8; 45:3). It emphasizes the relative 
attribute of omnipotence and suggests God will use that power on behalf of His 
people.”  (Towns, p. 45) 

 
• He stilled the storm and the sea with a word (Mt 8:27) 
• He multiplied the loaves and fish (Mt 14:19) 
• He changed water to wine (Jn 2:1-11) 
• He has power over opposing spirits (Mk 5:11-15) 
• He raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:38-44) 
• He has power over His own life (Jn 10:18) 
• He saves us from the uttermost (Heb 7:25) 
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F. Omniscience – Christ Possesses All Knowledge 
 
John 2:24-25 24But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all men, 25and 
had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man. 
 
Mark 2:8 8But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus 
within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts? 
 
John 6:64 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would betray Him. 
 
John 16:30 30Now we are sure that You know all things, and have no need that anyone 
should question You. By this we believe that You came forth from God.” 
 
John 21:17 17He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter 
was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, 
“Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 
 
• Jesus knew his future of suffering, death and resurrection (Mt 16:21) 
• Jesus knew the thoughts of the man with the deformed hand (Luke 6:8) 
• Jesus knew the thoughts of his critics (Luke 11:17) 
• The woman at the well proclaimed that Jesus knew the full history of her life (Jn 4:29) 

 
• “When we say that God is omniscient, we mean that God knows everything that can be 

known, actual and potential, throughout eternity.”  (Josh McDowell & Bart Larson, Jesus: A 
Biblical Defense Of His Deity, p.52) 

 
• Some might challenge that your average prophet can know unknowable facts through 

divine prophecy, as did the Old Testament Prophets. 
• But Jesus displayed greater knowledge – knowing all things (Jn 16:30) and he knew 

whether people believed or disbelieved (Jn 2:25; 6:64) 
 

G. Sovereignty - Christ Possesses Absolute Rule And Authority 
 
1 Peter 3:22 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and 
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 
 
Revelation 19:16 16And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 
Philippians 2:9-10 9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name 
which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 

 
• Christ had the authority to forgive sins 
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Mark 2:5-7 5When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven you.” 6And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 
7“Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 

 
• Angels and authorities are subject to Christ 
 

1 Peter 3:22 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and 
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him. 

 
• Christ even possessed power of death 

 
John 2:19 19Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 

 
John 10:17-18 17“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may 
take it again. 18No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My 
Father.” 

 
H. Immutability - Christ Is Unchangeable And Unchanging 
 

Hebrews 1:10-12 10And: “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, And 
the heavens are the work of Your hands. 11They will perish, but You remain; And they will all 
grow old like a garment; 12Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But 
You are the same, And Your years will not fail.” 
 
Hebrews 13:8 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

 
• Immutability is “not being capable of or susceptible to change” (Webster’s Dictionary) 

 
• Stephen Wellum concludes:  “the Scriptures present the incarnation of God the Son with all of the 

divine attributes and without losing any of their perfection.”  (God the Son Incarnate: The 
Doctrine of Christ, Foundations of Evangelical Theology, Kindle Locations 5088-5089, Crossway) 

 
 
II. Christ’s Divine Names Prove His Deity 
 

• People choose names based on significance, sound and substance 
• But in the Bible, names reflect character 

o Esau = hairy, Jacob = heel tripper, Israel = he struggles with God (Gen 32:28) 
o Abram = exalted father was changed to Abraham = father of many 

• Jesus has over 700 names and titles in the Scriptures 
 

• Jesus 
o Angel Gabriel visited Mary – name baby “Jesus” (NT equivalent to OT Joshua = the 

Lord is Salvation) 
o Heb. Yehosua – shorted to Yesua or Joshua – Jesus 
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Matthew 1:21 21And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” 

 
o “The name ‘Jesus’ was, at the time of our Lord's earthly sojourn, among the most 

popular of names selected by parents of Hebrew boys. In the writings of the Jewish 
historian Josephus, the name identifies at least twenty different men, ten of whom were 
contemporaries of Jesus Christ. Its popularity was probably to a large extent due to its 
relationship with one of Israel's great leaders, Joshua, the son of Nun and successor to 
Moses. In the Egyptian papyri, the name occurs frequently right through the early part 
of the second century. Then abruptly, both Jews and Christians stopped using “Jesus” 
as a name for their boys. The Jews did so because it was so closely related to 
Christianity, which they rigorously opposed and hated. The Christians refused to use the 
name for opposite reasons. To them, the name was special and held in veneration. It 
was almost thought sacrilegious that anyone but Jesus should bear that name.” (Elmer 
Towns, The Names Of Jesus, p. 7) 

• http://www.elmertowns.com/books/online/names_jesus/The_Names_Of_Jesus%
5BETowns%5D.pdf) 

 
A. God 
 

• OT = Heb. Elohim;  NT = Gr. theos 
 
• God = theos 

o e.g. theology, theophany 
 
Hebrews 1:8 8But to the Son He says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of 
righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 

 
• One of the best proofs of Christ’s deity is that the Father Himself calls Christ God.  

There is no mistaken identity on God the Father’s part. 
• Stephen Wellum:  “In the overall context for this text (Heb. 1: 4– 14), the author makes 

the argument that Jesus is greater than angels. In short, angels were created to serve 
God (v. 7); the Son is God (vv. 8– 9); therefore, as the Son, Jesus is greater than the 
angels who serve him.”  (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ, Kindle 
Locations 5353-5355) 
 

John 1:1,14 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God … 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
John 1:18  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known. 

 
John 20:28 28And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
 

• “Thomas is not praising God for Christ’s resurrection; he is claiming Christ as his God 
because of the resurrection. He recognized that Jesus, now alive from the dead, was 
supreme over all physical and spiritual life (‘Lord’) and shared the divine nature 
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(‘God’).”  Wellum, Stephen J. (2016-11-16). God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of 
Christ (Foundations of Evangelical Theology) (Kindle Locations 5324-5326). 
Crossway. Kindle Edition. 

 
Romans 9:5 5of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, 
who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen. 
 
Titus 2:13 13looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, 
 

• Paul Enns affirms:  “The Granville Sharpe rule of Greek grammar states that when 
two nouns are joined by kai (and) and the first noun has the article and the second 
does not, then the two nouns refer to the same thing. Hence, ‘great God’ and 
‘Savior’ both refer to ‘Christ Jesus.’” (p. 225) 

 
2 Peter 1:1 1Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have 
obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 
 

• “‘God and Savior’ was a common religious expression used by both Palestinian and 
Diaspora Jews in reference to Yahweh, the one true God.”  Wellum, Stephen J. 
(2016-11-16). God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ (Foundations of 
Evangelical Theology) (Kindle Locations 5347-5348). Crossway. Kindle Edition. 

 
Isaiah 9:6 6For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be 
upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God (El 
Gibbon)”, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

• “Mighty” = gibbon (Heb) = supreme strength and power 
• “When used of God in the Old Testament, it expressed the assurance that God would 

defend Israel from her enemies (Psalms 24:8; 45:3). It emphasizes the relative 
attribute of omnipotence and suggests God will use that power on behalf of His 
people.”  (Towns, p. 45) 
 

1 John 5:20 20And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an 
understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son 
Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. 

 
• “true” = alethia = true God, member of the Godhead 

 
B. Christ  
 

• Gr. Christos which translates the Heb. Mesiah (the Anointed One) 
 

• Stephen J. Wellum:  “In fact, Christ is a title, not a personal name. Calling Jesus ‘the Christ’ 
or referring to him as ‘Christ Jesus’ does reveal him as the man promised to appear as 
God’s Messiah for the salvation of God’s people. Understood according to the storyline 
coming out of the Old Testament, however, using the title Christ indicates that this man 



 10 

would also be divine.”  (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ, Foundations of 
Evangelical Theology, Kindle Locations 5213-5216, Crossway, Kindle Edition, 2016-11-16) 

 
C. I Am 

 
John 8:58 58Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 

 
• “was” = genestai = came to be 
• “AM” = eimi = eternal claim of being the Jehovah of the OT 
• Exodus 3:14  Yahweh = “I Am Who I Am” 
• “Yahweh” conveys the idea of eternality and self-existence 
• Yahweh - connected with Heb. Verb “to be” 
• LXX translate “I Am” (Yahweh) into the Gr. as ego eimi 
• Jews knew what He was claiming - that’s why they took up stones and stoned him for 

blasphemy (acc. to Lev 24:16) 
• “The tense of ‘I am,’ as used in the Septuagint for God and by Jesus for Himself, is a 

properly continuous tense, implying neither beginning nor end of existence.”  (C.K. Barrett, 
The Gospel According To St. John, pp. 282-283) 

 
D. Immanuel 
 

Matthew 1:23 23“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” 
 
Isaiah 7:14 14Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

 
Isaiah 8:10 10Take counsel together, but it will come to nothing; Speak the word, but it 
will not stand, For God is with us.” 

 
• In Isaiah 8:10, godless Ahaz, Judah’s ruler, allied self with Assyria to take on Israel & 

Syria.  He looked to another nation for power, not God. 
• But after Assyria defeated Israel & Syria, they intended to devour Judah next. 
• Verse 10 assures that no force of men can overtake the power of Immanuel, because 

God is with us. 
 

E. Son Of God 
 
• Jesus used this title to describe Himself (Jn 10:36) and acknowledged the title when called 

by others (Mt 26:63-64) 
 

John 10:36  “I said, ‘I am the Son of God?’” 
 
• huios tou theou 
 v.30 – Christ claims essential oneness with God the Father 
 v.31 – Jews stone 
 v.32 – which of His good works does He deserve to be stoned for? 
 v.33 – not works, but blasphemy :  “You, being a Man, make Yourself God” (theos) 
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 v.34 – Jesus says – you are gods 
o a rare instance of Elohim being used of men is in Psalm 82:6 which Christ quoted as 

men being “judges” or “God’s representatives”.  
o Christ argued that if men representing God can be called Elohim in a lesser sense, 

why is it wrong to call Christ Elohim in the greater sense.  Christ’s good works put 
him above evil judges.  What are they so upset for? 

o Christ is asserting to be God. 
 

Matthew 26:63-64  “The High Priest answered and said to Him, ‘I put You under 
oath by the living God:  Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!’  Jesus said to 
him, ‘It is as you said.  Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of 
Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.’” 

 
 1. What Does It Mean That Jesus Was The Son Of God? 
 
  a. The Wrong Views: 
 
   1) As Son, Christ was born/created, thus He cannot be God 
 

• Liberal critic Harold Bloom cites an 800 year old quote by Rabbi David 
Kimhi:  “Tell them that there can be no father and son in the Divinity, 
for the Divinity is indivisible and is one in every aspect of unity unlike 
matter which is divisible. 

 
“Tell them further that a father precedes a son in time and a son is 
born through the agency of a father.  Now even though each of the 
terms ‘father’ and ‘son’ implies the other … he who is called the father 
must undoubtedly be prior in time.  Therefore, with reference to this 
God whom you call Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, that part which you 
call Father must be prior to that which you call Son, for if they were 
always coexistent, they would have to be called twin brothers.”  (Jesus 
And Yahweh: The Names Divine, Riverhead Books/Penguin, 2005, pp. 
76-77) 

 
   2)   As Son, Christ is inferior to God because He is subordinate 
 
  b. The Correct View: 
 
   1) Sonship means “of the order of” 
 

• “Though the term [’Son of…”] can refer to ‘offspring of’ in some 
contexts, it carries the more important meaning, ‘of the order of.’…The 
phrase ‘Son of God’ means ‘of the order of God’ and represents a claim 
to undiminished deity.”  (Rhodes, Christ Before The Manger, p.30) 

 
• Charles Ryrie: “Though the phrase ‘son of’ can mean ‘offspring of,’ it 

also carries the meaning ‘of the order of.’ Thus in the Old Testament 
‘sons of the prophets’ meant of the order of prophets (1 Kings 20:35), 

http://biblia.com/reference/1Ki20.35
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and ‘sons of the singers’ meant of the order of the singers (Neh. 
12:28). The designation ‘Son of God’ when used of our Lord means of 
the order of God and is a strong and clear claim to full Deity.”  (Basic 
Theology, p. 286) 

 
• “In Jewish usage the term ‘Son of…’ did not generally imply any 

subordination, but rather equality and identity of nature.  Thus Bar 
Kokba, who led the Jewish revolt 135-132 B.C. in the reign of Hadrian, 
was called by a name which means ‘Son of the Star.’  It was supposed 
that he took this name to identify himself as the very Star predicted in 
Numbers 24:17.  The name ‘Son of Encouragement’ (Acts 4:36) 
doubtless means, ‘The Encourager.’  ‘Sons of Thunder’ (Mark 3:17) 
probably means ‘Thunderous Men.’  ‘Son of man’ especially as applied 
to Christ in Daniel 7I:13 and constantly in the New Testament, 
essentially means ‘The Representative Man.’  Thus for Christ to say, ‘I 
am the Son of God’ (John 10:36) was understood by His 
contemporaries as identifying Himself as God, equal with the Father, in 
an unqualified sense.”  (Buswell, A Systematic Theology of the 
Christian Religion, 1:105) 

 
   2) Sonship indicates equality, similitude and likeness 
 

• “Ancient Semitics and Orientals used the phrase ‘Son of…’ to indicate 
likeness or sameness of nature and equality of 
being…hence…Jesus…was making a claim to be God in an unqualified 
sense”  (Rhodes, p.31) 

 
• “In that culture, a dignitary’s adult son was deemed equal in stature 

and privilege with his father. The same deference demanded by a king 
was afforded to his adult son. The son was, after all, of the very same 
essence as his father, heir to all the father’s rights and privileges—and 
therefore equal in every significant regard. So when Jesus was called 
“Son of God,” it was understood categorically by all as a title of deity, 
making Him equal with God and (more significantly) of the same 
essence as the Father.”  (MacArthur, “Reexamining The Eternal 
Sonship Of Christ”) 

 
• Michael Horton:  “The Son of Man comes to judge, to save, and to 

reign. In all of these passages and classes of passages, he does this as 
divine and human. Jesus adopts the Son of Man title with a special 
emphasis on his deity”  (The Christian Faith: A Systematic Theology for 
Pilgrims on the Way, Kindle Locations 11322-11324, Zondervan, Kindle 
Edition, 2011-01-04) 

 
• Michael Horton:  “On one hand, we recognize this title, Son of Man, as 

the fulfillment of Adamic sonship; on the other hand, it is a reference 
to his divine identity— his unity with the Father. Therefore, we cannot 
neatly correlate ‘Son of Man’ and ‘Son of God’ with his humanity and 

http://biblia.com/reference/Ne12.28
http://biblia.com/reference/Ne12.28
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deity, respectively. As we will see, ‘Son of God’ is as much a reference 
to his humanity as “Son of Man” is to his deity.”  (ibid) 

 
3) “Son of God” meant “equal with God” in Christ’s day  

 
John 5:18 18Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because 
He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, 
making Himself equal with God.  
 
John 10:33 33The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do 
not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make 
Yourself God.” 
 
John 19:7 7The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to 
our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.” 

 
• Wayne Grudem:  “Though the title ‘Son of God’ can sometimes be 

used simply to refer to Israel (Matt. 2:15), or to man as created by 
God (Luke 2:38), or to redeemed man generally (Rom. 8:14, 19, 23), 
there are nevertheless instances in which the phrase ‘Son of God’ 
refers to Jesus as the heavenly, eternal Son who is equal to 
God himself (see Matt. 11:25–30; 17:5; 1 Cor. 15:28; Heb. 1:1–3, 5, 
8).”  (Systematic Theology, p. 548) 

 
• Millard Erickson:  “One of these is ‘Son of God.’ Form critics find this title 

in all the Gospel strata — clear proof that Jesus used it of himself. While 
the title is capable of various different meanings, Jesus ‘poured into it a 
new content to describe His own unique person and relationship 
to God.’ It signified that Jesus had a relationship to the Father distinct 
from that of any other human. The Jews understood that Jesus was 
thereby claiming a unique sonship differing ‘not merely quantitatively 
but qualitatively, not merely in degree but in kind.’”  (Christian 
Theology, p. 705) 

 
4) Similar expressions (“only begotten” and “first born of creation”) 

does not mean origin.  Likewise, “Son” does not necessarily mean 
origin. 

  
• “only begotten” (Jn 1:14,18; 3:16,18; 1 Jn 4:9) 

o Gr. monogenes = uniqueness, one of a kind – not 
procreated 

• “first born of creation” (Col 1:15) 
o first born – priority, dignity, most honored 
o “marks priority in position and does not designate coming 

into existence through procreation” (T. Craigen, class notes 
on Christology) 
• Temporal Priority – Christ is the first in time 
• Positional Priority – Christ is the supreme over all 

http://biblia.com/reference/Mt2.15
http://biblia.com/reference/Lk2.38
http://biblia.com/reference/Ro8.14
http://biblia.com/reference/Ro8.19
http://biblia.com/reference/Ro8.23
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt11.25-30
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt17.5
http://biblia.com/reference/1Co15.28
http://biblia.com/reference/Heb1.1-3
http://biblia.com/reference/Heb1.5
http://biblia.com/reference/Heb1.8
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5) The fact that God the Father was called “Father” did not equate 

Him with man.  Likewise, Jesus, being called “Son” does not 
necessarily equate Him with man. 

 
2. Was Jesus always the Son of God in eternity or did He become the Son of God 

at the incarnation? 
 

View Argument For Argument Against 
Sonship By Means 
Of Incarnation 

Heb 1:5  “You are My Son, today I 
have begotten You…I will be to Him a 
Father, and He shall be to Me a Son.”   
• The focus of Sonship seems 

future.   
• “Beget” seems to mean origin. 
• “Sons” seem to be subordinate, 

but there was perfect equality 
with the Father & Christ in 
eternity past. 

• If Christ was not Son before the 
incarnation, was God the Father 
to Christ before the incarnation? 

• “‘Son of God’ when applied to 
Christ in Scripture always speaks 
of His essential deity and absolute 
equality with God, not His 
voluntary subordination”  
(MacArthur, “Reexamining…” 

• Ps 2 & Heb 1 not an event that 
takes place in time, but refers to 
the eternal decree. 

• “only begotten” (monogenes) 
refers to Christ’s uniqueness (one 
of a kind) yet of same essence as 
Father 

Sonship By Means 
Of Baptism 

The Father conveys Sonship to Christ 
at His Baptism when He says “This is 
my beloved Son” (Mt 3:17) 

This does not disprove that Christ 
was the Son before the baptism 

Sonship By Means 
Of  Resurrection 

Rom 1:4  “declared to be the Son of 
God…by the resurrection from the 
dead” 
Acts 13:33 “He has raised up 
Jesus…also written in the second 
Psalm: ‘You are My Son, today I have 
begotten You.’” 

• Though resurrection is proof of 
His deity & sonship, this does not 
disprove that Christ was the Son 
before the resurrection.   

• He was called the Son of God 
before the resurrection. 

• “Raise” in Acts13:33 does not 
refer to resurrection, but “arise” 
as in “coming onto the scene” – 
God brought Christ onto the scene 
as Son 

Sonship By Means 
Of Exaltation 

Based on Heb 1:3, Christ became Son 
at the ascension 

Christ is called Son before His death, 
resurrection & exaltation 

Sonship By Means 
Of Title/Office 

Based on Phil 2:9, Christ is Son in 
title only, not by generation as Son 

Without a reality of generation, there 
is no justification of the term “Son”.  
It becomes only a mere compliment. 

Sonship By Means 
Of Covenant 
Relationship 

Based on an eternal covenant among 
the Godhead, Christ assumed Sonship 
beginning at the start of the covenant 

The term “Son” has no significance 
other than a mere title.  There is no 
proof that Sonship ends at any point 
in eternity future. 
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and ends when the covenant 
relationship and work is completed 

Eternal Sonship Of 
Christ 

Christ is declared Son of God and 
begotten at the eternal decree (Ps 
2:7).  The title is eternal as the 
decree is eternal. 

Some interpret Ps 2:7 as the Sonship 
being prophetic, but the victory is 
prophetic which is based on Christ’s 
Sonship. 

(summarized from Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, pp. 38-42) 
 
  a. Arguments For Eternal Sonship (Jesus was eternally the Son of God): 
 

1) Christ was declared Son in the eternal decree.  As the decree is 
eternal, so is His Sonship. 

 
Psalm 2:7  “I will declare the decree:  The Lord has said to Me, You are 
My Son, today I have begotten You.” 

 
    Psalm 2:7 is quoted 3x in the NT: 

• Acts 13:33 refers to Christ being raised up or brought to the world as 
the Son of God 

• Heb 1:5 describes Christ’s majesty as the Son of God above the angels 
• Heb 5:5 notifies us that Christ’s appointment of priesthood is added to 

His Sonship 
 
   2) Christ was sent having been a Son 
 

John 3:16-17  “God gave His only begotten Son…for God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world” (Jn 3:16-17) implies 
Sonship before incarnation 

 
John 11:27  Martha:  “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, was to come into the world.” 

 
Galatians 4:4  “When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth 
His Son.” 
 

• “The verb translated ‘sent’ is coupled with a preposition that more 
literally could be translated ‘sent out from,’… implying that He was 
the Son of God before He was incarnated.”  (John Witmer, 
Immanuel, p.50) 

 
   3)  Christ was referred to as “Son” in the present tense in OT times 
 

Proverbs 30:4  “Who has ascended into heaven, or descended? …What 
is His name, and what is His Son’s name, if you know?” 
 
Psalm 2:12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
for his wrath is quickly kindled.  Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
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   4) Christ is implied to have created the world as Son 
 

Hebrews 1:2  “in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds” 

 
5) “Son”, by definition, means eternal equality with God the Father 
 

• “If Jesus’ sonship signifies His deity and utter equality with the 
Father, it cannot be a title that pertains only to His incarnation. In 
fact, the main gist of what is meant by “sonship” (and certainly this 
would include Jesus’ divine essence) must pertain to the eternal 
attributes of Christ, not merely the humanity He assumed.“  
(MacArthur, “Reexamining The Eternal Sonship Of Christ”, 
http://www.gty.org/resources.php?section=issues&aid=176384) 

 
F. Son Of Man 
 

• used 94x in NT, 89x by Jesus Himself in the Gospels 
• used exclusively for Jesus, except in Heb 2:6-8 (mankind in general) 
• Jesus frequently uses it as a pronoun for “I” for Himself 

 
Matthew 9:6 6But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive 
sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 
 
Matthew 12:8 8For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

 
 1. A Reference To Christ’s Deity 
 

Mark 14:60b-64   61b Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of 
the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the 
right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 And the high priest tore 
his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need? 64 You have heard phis 
blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as deserving death. 

 
2. A Reference To Being The Representative Of Humankind 

• Ezekiel used the term over 90x to refer to his humanness (Ezek 2:1,3,6,8) 
• One who works (Mt 11:19) 
• One who suffered and died (Mk 8:31) 

 
 3. A Reference To Being The Messiah 

• the Messiah is called the Son of Man 
 
  Daniel 7:13 “One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven!” 
 

• Lee Strobel: “Scholars have shown that Jesus’ repeated references to himself as the 
Son of Man were actually not a claim of humanity, though he certainly was human. 
Rather, the phrase came from an Old Testament passage, Daniel 7: 13– 14, in 
which the Son of Man has universal authority and everlasting dominion, 
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and receives the worship of all nations.  Theologian William Lane Craig 
summarized, ‘Thus, the claim to be the Son of Man would be in effect a claim 
to divinity.’”  (The Case for Christianity Answer Book, p. 103, Zondervan, Kindle 
Edition, 2014-08-12) 
 

• R. C. Sproul: “By identifying Himself as the Son of Man, Jesus was declaring that He 
was a heavenly being. The one who later would ascend into heaven was the one 
who had first descended to heaven.  The Son of Man is a figure of glory.  He comes 
to the Ancient of Days with the heavenly clouds of glory.  To Him is given glory 
along with an everlasting dominion and an unconquerable kingdom.  The Son of 
Man is the Old Testament-promised King of Glory.”  (The Glory Of Christ, Tyndale, 
1990, p. 101) 
 

• “In Daniel’s vision, the Son of Man comes to the Ancient of Days, the Lord himself. 
But he comes from the clouds, from heaven, not from the earth. This indicates that 
he isn’t a human. He is given messianic dominion and authority, something no angel 
can obtain and is reserved for God. The Old Testament sees this divine person 
sitting alongside the Lord as an equal. This second person of the Trinity was 
promised to receive the messianic mission to redeem the world, to defeat every enemy 
and liberate people. As God, he is exalted over all peoples, nations, cultures, and 
religions to be worshiped as the eternal King. Jesus is the one who claimed he would 
be the Son of Man coming with the clouds as God.”  (Mark Driscoll & Gerry Breshears, 
Doctrine: What Christian Should Believe, Crossway, 2010, Ch. 7) 

 
 4. A Reference To Having Divine Authority 

• To Forgive Sin (Mt 9:6; Mk 2:10; Lk 5:24) 
• As Lord of the Sabbath (Mt 12:8; Mk 2:28; Lk 6:5) 

 
5. A Reference To The Ascended & Glorified Christ (Mt 24:30; Mk 14:62; Lk 17:22; 

18:8; 22:69; Acts 7:55-56; Heb 2:7; Rev 1:13; 14:14) 
 

• “In summary, the title ‘Son of Man’, an obscure term to Jesus’ contemporaries, was 
laden with insights into the nature of the Messiah as kinsman-redeemer, suffering 
servant, and coming judge and world ruler.”  (McDowell & Larson, Jesus: A Biblical 
Defense of His Deity, p. 74) 

 
G. Lord (Ps 110:1; Mt 7:21; Lk 1:43; Acts 10:36) 
 

• OT = Adonai (Lord) and Yahweh (LORD); NT = Kyrios 
• NT equivalent to Yahweh is Gr. Kyrios 
• Kyrios means absolute authority 

 
Psalm 110:1 1A Psalm of David. The Lord (Yahweh) said to my Lord (Adonai),“Sit at My right 
hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” 
 

• Christ invited to ascend to place of honor at God’s right hand and to subdue the 
enemies 

• “footstool” – picture of resting your feet atop of your enemy 
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Matthew 7:21 21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 
 
Luke 1:43 43But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 
 
Acts 10:36 36The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through 
Jesus Christ— He is Lord of all— 

 
 1. Identifying Usages Of “Lord” (kyrios) 
 
  a. Courteous Greeting  

• e.g. “Sir”; masters – Mt 13:27; public officials (27:63; and teachers – Jn 4:11) 
 

  b. Master Of A Slave  
• Mt 6:24; 21:40 

  
  c. Yahweh = “LORD” 

• kyrios translates “Yahweh” 6,814 times in the Greek Old Testament (the 
Septuagint, LXX) 

• Greek readers are familiar with kyrios being used as a term for the Self-
Existent, Eternal Creator of the Universe 
 

• Stephen Wellum:  “In short… the New Testament authors often use ‘Lord’ to 
identify Jesus as Yahweh according to the storyline, promises, and 
expectations of the Old Testament.”  (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of 
Christ, Foundations of Evangelical Theology, Kindle Locations 5230-5231, 
Crossway, Kindle Edition) 
 

• Wayne Grudem:  “Sometimes the word Lord (Gk. Κύριος, G3261) is used 
simply as a polite address to a superior, roughly equivalent to our word sir 
(see Matt. 13:27; 21:30; 27:63; John 4:11). Sometimes it can simply mean 
‘masteri of a servant or slave (Matt. 6:24; 21:40). Yet the same word is also 
used in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament, which 
was commonly used at the time of Christ) as a translation for the Hebrew 
 H3378, “Yahweh,” or (as it is frequently translated) “the Lord,” or ,הוהי
‘Jehovah.’ The word Κύριος is used to translate the name of the Lord 6,814 
times in the Greek Old Testament. Therefore, any Greek-speaking reader at 
the time of the New Testament who had any knowledge at all of the Greek 
Old Testament would have recognized that, in contexts where it was 
appropriate, the word “Lord” was the name of the one who was the Creator 
and Sustainer of heaven and earth, the omnipotent God.” (Systematic 
Theology, p. 545) 
 

• Millard Erickson:  “The New Testament writers ascribe the term κύριος 
(kurios—‘Lord’) to Jesus, particularly in his risen and ascended state. While 
the term can most certainly be used without any high christological 
connotations, there are several considerations that argue that the term 

http://biblia.com/reference/GreekGK.GGK3261?resourceName=grudemest
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt13.27
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt21.30
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt27.63
http://biblia.com/reference/Jn4.11
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt6.24
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt21.40
http://biblia.com/reference/HebrewGK.HGK3378?resourceName=grudemest
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signifies divinity when it is applied to Jesus. First, in the Septuagint κύριος 
is the usual translation of the name יְהֹוָה (Jehovah) and of the reverential 
 which was ordinarily substituted for it. Further, several New (Adonai) ֲאדֹנׇי
Testament references to Jesus as ‘Lord’ are quotations of Old Testament 
texts employing one of the Hebrew names for God (e.g., Acts 2:20–21 
and Rom. 10:13 [cf. Joel 2:31–32]; 1 Peter 3:15 [cf. Isa. 8:13]). These 
references make it clear that the apostles meant to give Jesus the title Lord in 
its highest sense. Finally, κύριος is used in the New Testament to designate 
both God the Father, the sovereign God (e.g., Matt. 1:20; 9:38; 11:25; Acts 
17:24; Rev. 4:11), and Jesus (e.g., Luke 2:11; John 20:28; Acts 10:36; 1 Cor. 
2:8; Phil. 2:11; James 2:1; Rev. 19:16)…. For the Jews particularly, the term 
κύριος suggested that Christ was equal with the Father.”  (Christian 
Theology, p. 708) 
 

• Louis Berkhof:  “The name ‘Lord’ is applied to God in the Septuagint, (a) as 
the equivalent of Jehovah; (b) as the rendering of Adonai; and (c) as the 
translation of a human honorific title applied to God (chiefly Adon), Josh. 
3:11; Ps. 97:5. In the New Testament we find a somewhat similar threefold 
application of the name to Christ, (a) as a polite and respectful form of 
address, Matt. 8:2; 20:33; (b) as expressive of ownership and authority, 
without implying anything as to Christ’s divine character and authority, Matt. 
21:3; 24:42; and (c) with the highest connotation of authority, expressive of 
an exalted character, and in fact practically equivalent to the name ‘God,’ 
Mark 12:36, 37; Luke 2:11; 3:4; Acts 2:36; 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:11.”  
(Systematic Theology, Pt. 3, II.) 

 
2. Determining Usages Of “Lord”  
 

• Context determines the meaning. 
 
• Historical context:  The Romans would proclaim “Caesar is Lord” – identifying the 

Roman Emperor as god.  Jews & Christians were persecuted until they would 
proclaim Caesar as Lord, thereby renouncing God or Christ as Lord 

• “Lord” is used here to define God 
 
Luke 2:11 11For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord. 
 
Matthew 3:3 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying: “The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make His paths 
straight.’ ” 
 

• John the Baptist quotes Isa 40:3 speaking about the Lord God coming to be 
with His people 

 
Matthew 22:44 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your 
enemies Your footstool” ’? 
 

http://biblia.com/reference/Ac2.20-21
http://biblia.com/reference/Ro10.13
http://biblia.com/reference/Joe2.31-32
http://biblia.com/reference/1Pe3.15
http://biblia.com/reference/Is8.13
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http://biblia.com/reference/Php2.11
http://biblia.com/reference/Jas2.1
http://biblia.com/reference/Re19.16
http://biblia.com/reference/Jos3.11
http://biblia.com/reference/Jos3.11
http://biblia.com/reference/Ps97.5
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt8.2
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt20.33
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt21.3
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt21.3
http://biblia.com/reference/Mt24.42
http://biblia.com/reference/Mk12.36
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http://biblia.com/reference/Lk3.4
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• “The force of this statement is that ‘God the Father said to God the Son 
(David’s Lord), ‘Sit at my right hand….’ (Grudem, p.545) 

 
John 20:28 28And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
 
Hebrews 1:10 10And: “You, Lord, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, 
And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 
 
Revelation 19:16 16And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING 
OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

 
H. Savior 

 
Matthew 1:21 21And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” 
 
Luke 2:11 11For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 
 
John 4:42 42Then they said to the woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, 
for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the 
world.” 
 
Luke 1:47 47And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 
 
• Jesus also called “the author of their salvation” (Heb 2:10) and the “author and finisher of 

our faith” (Heb 12:2) 
 

I. Alpha & Omega 
 
Revelation 1:17 17And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand 
on me, saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 
 
Revelation 2:8 8“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, ‘These things says the 
First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 
 
Revelation 22:13 13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 
First and the Last.” 
 
 
 
 

God Jesus 
Isa 41:4  “I, the Lord, am the first and the last, 
I am He” 

Rev 1:17-18 – “I am the first and the last, and 
the living One” 

Isa 48:12  “I am He, I am the first, I am also 
the last.” 

Rev 2:8  “The first and the last, who was dead, 
and has come to life.” 
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Rev 1:8  “’I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says 
the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to 
come, the Almighty.’” 

Rev 22:12-16  “Behold, I am coming quickly…I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
last, the beginning and the end” 

Rev 21:6-7  “I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end.” 

 

 
• “All the information in The Encyclopaedia Britannica is written with only twenty-six 

letters of the alphabet.  So Christ is the A to Z, and He contains in Himself 
everything we need to know about god and His relationship to the world.”  (Lutzer, 
Christ Among Other gods, pp. 111-112) 

 
J. King Of Kings And Lord Of Lords 
 

Revelation 17:14 14These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, 
for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, 
and faithful.” 
 
Revelation 19:16 16And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF 
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 
Deuteronomy 10:17 17For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great 
God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe. 

 
 
 
Conclusion:   
 
1. If you could come up with your own name for God that is a picture of His deity, 

what would that be?  Why? 
 
2. Jesus is God!  We exist to point to His glory.  How can we demonstrate Christ’s 

Lordship and Glory more effectively in our lives? 
 

• John Piper:  “Christ does not exist in order to make much of us.  We exist in order to enjoy 
making much of Him.”  (Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ, Crossway, 2001, p. 27) 
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Appendix 1:  Jesus, From Genesis to Revelation 
(from Tony Evans, Who Is This Jesus, 
http://www.tonyevans.org/site/c.feIKLOOpGlF/b.2065709/k.B6AA/Who_is_This_Jesus.htm) 
 
In Genesis, He is the Creator God.  
In Exodus, He is the Redeemer.  
In Leviticus, He is your sanctification.  
In Numbers, He is your guide.  
In Deuteronomy, He is your teacher.  
In Joshua, He is the mighty conqueror.  
In Judges, He gives victory over enemies.  
In Ruth, He is your kinsman, your lover, your 

redeemer.  
In I Samuel, he is the root of Jesse;  
In 2 Samuel, He is the Son of David.  
In 1 Kings and 2 Kings, He is King of Kings and 

Lord of Lords  
In 1st and 2nd Chronicles, He is your intercessor 

and High Priest.  
In Ezra, He is your temple, your house of worship.  
In Nehemiah, He is your mighty wall, protecting 

you from your enemies.  
In Esther, He stands in the gap to deliver you from 

your enemies.  
In Job, He is the arbitrator who not only 

understands your struggles, but has the power 
to do something about them.  

In Psalms, He is your song--and your reason to 
sing.  

In Proverbs, He is your wisdom, helping you make 
sense of life and live it successfully.  

In Ecclesiastes, He is your purpose, delivering you 
from vanity.  

In the Song of Solomon, He is your lover, your 
Rose of Sharon.  

In Isaiah, He is the mighty counselor, the prince of 
peace, the everlasting father, and more.  

In short, He's everything you need.  
In Jeremiah, He is your balm of Gilead, the 

soothing salve for your sin-sick soul.  
In Lamentations, He is the ever-faithful one upon 

whom you can depend.  
In Ezekiel, He is your wheel in the middle of a 

wheel--the one who assures that dry, dead 
bones will 

come alive again.  
In Daniel, He is the ancient of days, the ever- 

lasting God who never runs out of time.  

In Hosea, He is your faithful lover, always 
beckoning you to come back-even when you 
have abandoned Him.  

In Joel, He is your refuge, keeping you safe in 
times of trouble.  

In Amos, He is the husbandman, the one you can 
depend on to stay by your side.  

In Obadiah, He is Lord of the Kingdom.  
In Jonah, He is your salvation, bringing you back 

within His will.  
In Micah, He is judge of the nation.  
In Nahum, He is the jealous God.  
In Habakkuk, He is the Holy One.  
In Zephaniah, He is the witness.  
In Haggai, He overthrows the enemies  
In Zechariah, He is Lord of Hosts.  
In Matthew, He is king of the Jews.  
In Mark, He is the servant.  
In Luke, He is the Son of Man, feeling what you 

feel.  
In John, He is the Son of God.  
In Acts, He is Savior of the world.  
In Romans, He is the righteousness of God.  
In I Corinthians, He is the rock that followed Israel.  
In II Corinthians, He the triumphant one, giving 

victory. 
In Galatians, He is your liberty; He sets you free.  
In Ephesians, He is head of the Church.  
In Philippians, He is your joy.  
In Colossians, He is your completeness.  
In I Thessalonians, He is your hope.  
In II Thessalonians, He is your glory.  
In I Timothy, He is your faith.  
In II Timothy, He is your stability.  
In Philemon, He is your benefactor.  
In Hebrews, He is your perfection.  
In James, He is the power behind your faith.  
In I Peter, He is your example.  
In II Peter, He is your purity.  
In I John, He is your life.  
In II John, He is your pattern.  
In III John, He is your motivation.  
In Jude, He is the foundation of your faith.  
In the Revelation, He is your coming King.  
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Appendix 2:  The Many Names Of Christ 
 
To the ARTIST He is the One Altogether Lovely. 
To the ARCHITECT He is the Chief Corner Stone. 
To the BAKER He is the Living Bread.  
To the BANKER He is the Hidden Treasure. 
To the BIOLOGIST He is the Life. 
To the BUILDER He is the Sure Foundation. 
To the CARPENTER He is the Door. 
To the DOCTOR He is the Great Physician. 
To the EDUCATOR He is the Great Teacher. 
To the ENGINEER He is the New and Living Way. 
To the FLORIST He is the Rose of Sharon and the Lily 
of the Valley. 
To the GEOLOGIST He is the Rock of Ages. 
To the HORTICULTURIST He is the True Vine. 
To the JUDGE He is the Righteous Judge, Judge of All 
Men. 
To the JEWELER He is the Pearl of Great Price. 
To the LAWYER He is the Counselor, the Lawgiver, 
the Advocate. 
To the NEWSPAPER He is the Good Tidings of Great 
Joy. 
To the OCULIST He is the Light of the Eyes. 
To the PHILANTHROPIST He is the Unspeakable Gift. 
To the PHILOSOPHER He is the Wisdom of God. 
To the PREACHER He is the Word of God. 
To the SCULPTOR He is the Living Stone. 
To the SERVANT He is the Good Master. 
To the STATESMAN He is the Desire of All Nations. 
To the STUDENT He is the Incarnate Truth. 
To the THEOLOGIAN He is the Author and Finisher of 
our Faith. 
To the TOILER He is the Giver of Rest. 
To the SINNER He is the Lamb of God that takes 
away the sins of the World. 
To the CHRISTIAN He is the Son of the Living God, 
the Savior, the Redeemer and the Lord! 
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Appendix 3:  The Names Of Christ  
http://www.apuritansmind.com/ChristianWalk/McMahonNamesOfJesus.htm 
 
• Adam, the Last (1 Cor. 15:45)  
• Advocate (1 Jn. 2:1) 
• All & in All (Col. 3:11) 
• Almighty (Rev. 1:8) 
• Altogether Lovely One (Song of Sol. 5:16) 
• Amen (Rev. 3:14) 
• Anchor (Heb. 6:19) 
• Ancient of Days (Dan. 7:9-11 with Rev. 

1:13-16) 
• Angel [of the Lord] (Gen. 16:9-14; Gen. 

48:16) 
• Anointed, His (Ps. 2:2). See also Messiah. 
• Apostle (Heb. 3:1) 
• Arm of the Lord (Isa. 53:1) 
• Alpha & Omega (Rev. 1:8; 21:6) 
• Author (Heb. 12:2) 
• Balm of Gilead (Jer. 8:22) 
• Beginning (Col. 1:18) 
• Begotten (One and Only – John 3:16) 
• Beloved (Eph. 1:6) 
• Bishop of your souls (1 Pet. 2:25)  
• Blessed and only Potentate (1 Tim. 6:15) 
• Branch (Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; Zech. 3:8; 

6:12; Rev. 11:1) 
• Bread (John 6:32-33; 6:35) 
• Bridegroom (Mt. 9:15; Jn. 3:29; Rev. 21:9) 
• Bright & Morning Star, see Star. 
• Brightness of His (God's) glory (Heb. 1:3) 
• Captain of their salvation (Heb. 2:12; Josh. 

5:4) 
• Carpenter['s son] (Mt. 13:55; Mk. 6:3) 
• Chief[est among ten thousand] Song of Sol. 

5:10) 
• Child, [the young] (Isa. 9:6; Mt. 2:8-21) 
• Chosen of God (Lk. 23:35) 
• Christ (Mt. 1:17; Mk. 8:29; Jn. 1:41; Rom. 

1:16; 1 Cor. 1:23) 
• Comforter (Isa. 61:2; Jn. 14:16) 
• Commander (Isa. 55:4) 
• Consolation of Israel (Lk. 2:25) 
• Corn of Wheat (Jn. 12:24) 
• Cornerstone (Eph. 2:20; see also Isa. 

28:16) 
• Counsellor (Isa. 9:6; Isa. 40:13) 
• Covert (Isa. 32:2) 

• Creator of all things (Col. 1:16) 
• Daysman (Job 9:33) 
• Dayspring from on high (Lk. 1:78) 
• Day Star (2 Pet. 1:19). See also Bright & 

Morning Star. 
• Deliverer (Rom. 11:26) 
• Desire of all nations (Hag. 2:7) 
• Door [of the sheepfold] (Jn. 10:7, 9) 
• Emmanuel (Mt. 1:23; see also Isa. 7:14; 

8:8) 
• End, see Beginning & the End. End of the 

Law (Rom 10:4) 
• Express image of His (God's) person (Heb. 

1:3) 
• Faithful Witness (Rev. 1:5; 3:14; 19:11) 
• Faithful & True (Rev. 19:11) 
• Father of Eternity (Isa. 9:6) 
• Fellow of God (Zech. 13:7) 
• First & the Last (Rev. 1:17) 
• First begotten of the dead (Rev. 1:5) 
• Firstborn Firstfruits [of them that slept] (1 

Cor. 15:20, 23) 
• Foundation (Isa. 28:16; 1 Cor. 3:11) 
• Fountain (Jer. 2:13; Zech. 13:1) 
• Forerunner (Heb. 6:20) 
• Friend of sinners (Mt. 11:19; Lk. 7:34) 
• Fulness of the Godhead (Col. 2:9) 
• Gift of God (Jn. 4:10; 2 Cor. 9:15) 
• Glory of God (Isa. 60:1) 
• God (Jn. 1:1; Mt. 1:23; Rom. 9:5; 1 Tim. 

3:16; Heb. 1:8) 
• Good Master (Mt. 19:16) 
• Governor (Mt. 2:6) 
• Great High Priest (Heb. 4:14) 
• Guide (Ps. 48:14) 
• Head (even Christ) (Eph. 4:15) 
• Heir of all things (Heb. 1:2) 
• Helper (Heb. 13:6) 
• Hiding Place (Isa. 32:2) 
• High Priest (Heb. 3:1; 7:1) 
• Holy Child (Acts 4:30) 
• Holy One [& the Just] (Acts 2:27; 3:14) 
• Hope of Israel (Jer. 17:3) 
• Horn of salvation (Ps. 18:2; Lk. 1:69) 
• I AM (Jn. 8:24, 58) 
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• Image of [the invisible] God (2 Cor. 4:4; 
Col. 1:15) 

• Intercessor (Heb. 7:25) 
• Jehovah (Isa. 26:4; 40:3) 
• Jesus (Mt. 1:21) 
• Judge (Micah 5:1; Acts 10:42) 
• Just One (Acts 7:52) 
• King (Zech. 14:16) 
• Kinsman (Ruth 2:14) 
• Lamb [of God] (Jn. 1:29, 36; 1 Pet 1:19; 

Rev. 5:6, 12; 7:17) 
• Last, see First. (Rev. 22:13) 
• Lawgiver (Isa. 33:22) 
• Life (1 Jn. 1:2) 
• Light (Jn. 12:35) 
• Lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5) 
• Lord [& Saviour] (1 Cor. 12:3; 2 Pet. 1:11), 

see also Master. 
• Man (Jn. 19:5; Acts 17:31; 1 Tim. 2:5). See 

also Son of Man. 
• Master (Mt. 8:19) 
• Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5) 
• Merciful High Priest (Heb. 2:17) 
• Mercy Seat (Rom. 3:24-25) 
• Messiah (Dan. 9:25; Jn. 1:41; 4:25) 
• Mighty God (Isa. 9:6; 63:1) 
• Minister of the Sanctuary (Heb. 8:2) 
• Nazarene (Mk. 1:24) 
• Nobleman (Lk. 19:12) 
• Offering (Eph. 5:2; Heb. 10:10) 
• Offspring of David (Rev. 22:16). See also 

Root. 
• Ointment poured forth (Song of Sol. 1:3) 
• Omega. See Alpha & Omega. 
• One and Only Son, see Son. (John 3:16) 
• Passover (1 Cor. 5:7) 
• Peace, our (Eph. 2:14) 
• Physician (Mt. 9:12; Lk. 4:23) 
• Plant of Renown (Ezek. 34:29) 
• Potentate, Blessed and only, see Blessed 

Prince [& a Saviour] (Acts 3:15; 5:31) 
• Prophet (Acts 3:22-23) 
• Propitiation (1 Jn. 2:2; 4:10) 
• Power of God (1 Cor. 1:24) 

• Priest (Heb. 4:14) 
• Quickening (life-giving) Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45) 
• Rabbi (Jn. 3:2; Mt. 26:25; Jn. 20:16) 
• Ransom (1 Tim. 2:6) 
• Redeemer, Redemption (Isa. 59:20; 60:16; 

1 Cor. 1:30) 
• Refuge (Isa. 25:4) 
• Resurrection & the Life (Jn. 11:25) 
• Righteousness (Jer. 23:6; 33:16; 1 Cor. 

1:30) 
• Rock [of offence] (Deut. 32:15; 1 Cor. 

10:4; Rom. 9:33; 1 Pet. 2:8) 
• Rod (Isa. 11:1) 
• Root (Rev. 22:16) 
• Rose of Sharon (Song of Sol. 2:1) 
• Sacrifice (Eph. 5:2) 
• Same, the (Heb. 1:12) 
• Sanctification (1 Cor. 1:30) 
• Saviour [of the world] (Lk. 1:47; 2:11; 1 Jn. 

4:14) 
• Second Man, see Man. 
• Seed of Abraham (Gal. 3:16, 19) 
• Seed Servant (Isa. 42:1; 49:5-7; Mt. 12:18) 
• Shadow of a great Rock (Isa. 32:2) 
• Shepherd ( 1 Peter 5:4) 
• Shiloh (Gen. 49:10) 
• Son (Isa. 9:6; 1 Jn. 4:14) 
• Sower (Mt. 13:37) 
• Star (Num. 24:17) 
• Stone (Psalm 118:22) 
• Sun of Righteousness (Mal. 4:2) 
• Surety (Heb. 7:22) 
• Teacher (Mt. 26:18; Jn. 3:2; 11:28). See 

also Master. 
• Tender Plant (Isa. 53:2) 
• Testator (Heb. 9:15-17) 
• True Bread, see Bread. 
• Truth (Jn. 14:6) 
• Vine (Jn. 15:1, 5) 
• Way (Jn. 14:6) 
• Wisdom [of God] (1 Cor. 1:24, 30) 
• Wonderful (Isa. 9:6) 
• Word (Jn. 1:1) 

 
 


