
The Christ Of Christmas Past 
The Christmas Carol, Part 1 

 
 
Introduction: 
 

• Charles Dickens had A Christmas Carol published in 1843 telling the story of the 
transformation of Ebenezer Scrooge’s through the interaction with the Ghost of Christmas 
Past, Present and Future. 

o The Old and New Testaments tell of a single story that transforms us through 
understanding The Christ of Christmas Past, The Christ of Christmas Present and The 
Christ of Christmas Future. 

o From Eternity Past to the Second Coming, the story that took 1600 plus years to write 
will change our lives. 

o Today, we’ll look at the Christ of Christmas Past. 
 

• Life is a series of choices.  Ebenezer Scrooge was confronted with the choices he made.  When 
he saw how his miserliness and greed would affect his future, he transformed into a generous 
philanthropist. 

o If you knew you would enter a situation in which you would suffer, would you take that 
road if the choice was offered to you ahead of time? 

o Ie/ A mother knows (congrats, Kathleen & Daniel, Caesar & Christine on baby 
Josephine) she will go through great pain in childbirth but still choose that road to bring 
a life into this world 

o Ie/ Teachers choose to go through extensive education, take modest salaries and deal 
with difficult students because they want to change lives.  

o Jesus knew He would suffer physically, spiritually and emotionally on our behalf, but 
he still made the choice to descend from heaven, become a man to suffer and die to 
change our lives. 

 
 
I. The Past History Of Christ 
 

A. Christ Is Eternal Having No Beginning (Jn 8:56-59; Jn 17:5) 
 
John 8:56-59 56Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it and 
was glad.” 57Then the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 
Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 59So they 
picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

 
• “was” = genestai = came to be 
• “AM” = eimi = eternal claim of being the Jehovah of the OT 
• To claim that He was pre-existent to Abraham’s existence is a definite claim to be the 

Eternal God. 
 

John 17:5  O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You 
before the world was. 

 



• Stephen J. Wellum:  “the Son shares in the Father’s eternity. He existed with the Father 
before creation (John 1: 1, he was ‘with God’; cf. 12: 41; 1   Cor. 10: 4; Heb. 1: 2); he 
shared glory with the Father before the world existed (John 17: 5); the Father sent him, 
and he came into the world (Rom. 8: 3; 2   Cor. 8: 9; Gal. 4: 4; cf. John 1: 9; 3: 17; 
1   John 4: 9), to appear on earth at the end of the ages (Heb. 9: 26; cf. 1   Pet. 1: 
20).”  (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ, Foundations of Evangelical 
Theology, Kindle Locations 5076-5079, Crossway, Kindle Edition, 2016-11-16) 

 
• God knows your future like the past and present (2 Pt 3:8) 

 
2 Peter 3:8  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. (cf. Ps 90:4) 

 
• God will never change or quit on you (Heb 13:8) 

 
Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 
B. Christ Was Present At The Beginning (Rev 22:13; Jn 1:1-2) 

 
Revelation 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and 
the end.” (also Rev 1:11) 
 

• With all these variants of Covid, like Delta and Omicron, we will be learning the Greek 
alphabet.  

• But the only two letters we should focus on are the 2 letters Christ describes Himself 
as:  Alpha and Omega 

• Erwin Lutzer elucidates:  “All the information in The Encyclopaedia Britannica is written 
with only twenty-six letters of the alphabet.  So Christ is the A to Z, and He contains in 
Himself everything we need to know about God and His relationship to the world.”  
(Christ Among Other gods, pp. 111-112) 
 

• God the Father used this term about Himself:   
 

Isaiah 44:6 6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of 
hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 

 
Colossians 1:17  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
 
John 1:1-2  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  He was in the beginning with God. 
 

• Logos = picture of the eternal, preexistent God 
 

• Stephen Wellum:  “In other words, the logos who became a man is no mere 
personification of God but a person who has existed from all eternity with God….  We 
can now summarize what John means by referring to Christ as the logos and ultimately 
giving him the title theos: Christ is eternal (‘In the beginning was the Word’; v.1a); 
Christ is a distinct person from God the Father (‘the Word was with God,” v.1b; cf. “the 
only Son from the Father,” v. 14); Christ shares the full deity of God (“ the Word was 



God”; v. 1c). And with the eternality, personality, and deity of the Word-Son-Christ in 
view, we can now understand just who it is that John says became incarnate: theos 
himself.” (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ, Foundations of Evangelical 
Theology, Kindle Locations 5281-5282, 5293-5297, Crossway, Kindle Edition, 2016-11-
16) 

 
• The Logos Was Existent Before Time – “In the beginning was the Word”  

 
o “In the beginning” = en arche  

 
o Augustine points out that the universe was not created in time, but that time itself 

was created along with the universe 
 

• The Logos Existed Continually – “And the Word was” 
 

o “was” = imperfect tense = continued existence 
o even when time-space began, the Word already existed 
o Leon Morris:  “the verb ‘was’ is most naturally understood of the eternal existence of 

the Word: ‘the Word continually was.’”  (Gospel According To John, p. 73) 
 

• The Logos Had Eternally Fellowship With God The Father – “with God” 
 

o “with” = pros = “carries the idea of intimate, unbroken fellowship and communion” 
(Rhodes, p.150) 

o the Son always existed with the Father in eternal communion 
o cf. John 1:2  “He was in the beginning with God” 

 
• The Logos Is A Distinct Person From God The Father – “with God” 

 
o “with” also distinguishes two persons 

 
John 1:18  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he 
has made him known. 

 
• The Logos Was Proclaimed God – “And the Word was God” 

 
o Christ is fully God 
o Colossians 2:9  For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily 
o The Jehovah’s Witnesses try to deny deity by identifying no definite article before 

“God” (theos) in the Greek text – their translation is:  “the Word was a god” 
 
 

II. The Predicted Life Of Christ 
 

• Alfred Edersheim claimed that there were 456 messianic passages “supported by more than 
558 references to the most ancient rabbinic writings … a careful perusal of their Scripture 
quotations show that the main postulates of the New Testament concerning the Messiah are 
fully supported by rabbinic statements.”  (The Life & Times Of Jesus The Messiah, Vol., pp. 
163-164) 



• Most of those messianic prophecies are similar to other prophecies.  After boiling down the 
456 prophecies to individual subjects, Tim LaHaye cites that “scholars agree there are at least 
109 distinct prophecies which the Messiah had to fulfill.”  (Jesus:  Who Is He?, p. 176) 

• LaHaye gives some probabilities of fulfillment:  “The probability that just 20 of those 109 
prophecies could be fulfilled in one man by chance is less than … 1 in 1,125,000,000,000,000.”  
(1 quadrillion, 125 trillion; p. 178) 
 

A. The Place Of His Birth (Mic 5:2; Mt 2:1,6) 
 

Focus Forecast Fulfillment 
Bethlehem 
- name means “house of bread” 
- 5 miles from Jerusalem 
- Ephrathah – name of district 
(like county) 
 

Micah 5:2  “But you, 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 
you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
you shall come forth to Me the 
One to be Ruler in Israel, whose 
goings forth are from of old, 
from everlasting” 
- “old” – very beginning of 
history of time (refers to 
eternality of Christ) 
- “ancient times” (NIV) or 
“Everlasting” (KJV) = lit. “days 
of immeasurable time” 

Matthew 2:1,6  “Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea” 
- Jewish scholars understood 
the Micah prophecy to refer to 
the Messiah 
- Herod understood it too and 
sought clarification from the 
scholars 

 
 
B. The Purpose For His Birth (Gen 3:15, 49:10) 

• To Represent Man (Gen 3:15a; Rom 5:15-21) 
• To Defeat Satan (Gen 3:15b; Heb 2:14-15) 
• To Rule As King (Gen 49:10; Mt 2:2; Rev 19:16) 

 
Focus Forecast Fulfillment 

Seed Representing Man Genesis 3:15a  “And I will put 
enmity between you 
[serpent/Satan) and the 
woman, and between your seed 
and her Seed.” 

Romans 5:15-21 

Christ Defeating Satan Genesis 3:15b  “He shall 
bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise His heel.” 

Hebrews 2:14-15  “Inasmuch 
then as the children have 
partaken of flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise shared in the 
same, that through death He 
might destroy him who had the 
power of death, that is the 
devil, and release those who 
through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to 
bondage.”  



Christ Ruling As King Genesis 49:10  “The scepter 
shall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh comes; and to 
Him shall be the obedience of 
the people” 
- “Shiloh” = Messiah 

Matthew 2:2  “Where is He 
who has been born King of the 
Jews.?” 
Revelation 19:16  “He has on 
His robe…’King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords’” 

 
C. The Uniqueness Of His Birth (Isa 7:14; Mt 1:18,23) 

 
Forecast Fulfillment 

Isaiah 7:14 14Therefore the 
Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel. 

Matthew 1:18 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: 
After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 
Matthew 1:23 23“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear 
a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is 
translated, “God with us.” 
 

 
D. The Severity Of His Suffering (Isa 53:4-6) 
 

1. Christ Is Substitute For Our Judgment (4-5) 
4 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows yet we esteemed Him stricken, 
smitten by God, and afflicted.  5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 
bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed 

    
• He Bore Our Griefs And Sorrows – The Burden For Our Sins 

o v. 4 “borne our griefs”, “carried our sorrows” 
o “borne”, “carried” – ideas of taking our burden 

 
• He Suffered For Our Transgressions And Sins – The Judgment For Our Sins 

o v. 5 “wounded for our transgressions”, “bruised for our iniquities”,  
o “chastisement for our peace was upon Him”, “by His stripes we are healed” 

 we deserve to grieve, sorrow, be wounded, bruised and chastised 
 but He took it for us and healed us 

 
o “smitten” = daka = crushed, lit. broken to pieces, shattered 

 idea is that of throwing or pounding something to break it open  
 ie/  walnut, egg 
 it was used to describe God smiting Egypt with His plagues 
 God the Father was pounding His Son 
 Christ was on the cross for 6 hours 

• 3 hours of light 
• 3 hours of darkness 
• those dark hours were a continual smiting by God 

 
o “crushed spirit” (Isa 57:15); “crushed heart” (Ps 51:17) 

 pulverizing into dust 



 
o “afflicted” = nagua – refers to one shunned for their sickness, ie. Leprosy 

 Talmud calls the Messiah the “leprous one” 
 

o “wounded” = mortally wounded, lit. pierced through 
 

Notice the Progression of Suffering: 
v. 3 – despised, forsaken, grief 
v. 4 – stricken, smitten, afflicted 
v. 5 – pierced through, crushed, chastened, scourged 

 
 2. Christ Is The Solution For Our Rebellion (6a) 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and 
the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 
• Henley:  I’m the captain of my ship, the master of my fate”  (Invictus) 

 
Judges 21:25 25In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes. 

 
• Yet all our sin and iniquities were laid on the Lord 

 
3. Christ Is The Sacrifice For Our Sin (6b) 

and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 

• How can a just God forgive man’s sin without man paying for it? 
• Jesus paid for it. 

 
2 Corinthians 5:21 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 
 

ie/  in Acts 8, an Ethiopian eunuch, a queen’s servant, was waiting in a chariot reading 
Isaiah 53:7-8 – then asks Philip, the disciple, who this servant is 

 
Acts 8:30-36  “So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and 
said, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’  And he said, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me?’ And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32The place in 
the Scripture which he read was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a 
lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  In His humiliation His 
justice was taken away, and who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from 
the earth.’  So the eunuch answered Philip and said, ‘I ask you, of whom does the 
prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?’ Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.” 

 
 Other Prophecies Concerning Christ’s Death And Crucifixion: 

• Triumphal Entry (Zech 9:9; Mt 21:9) 
• Price of Betrayal (Zech 11:12-13; Mt 27:3-10) 
• Pierced Hands (Ps 22:16) 



• Clothes divided by lots (Ps 22:18; Mk 15:24) 
• Hung on the Cross (Dt 21:22-23; Gal 3:13) 
• Saying on the Cross (Ps 22:1; Mt 15:34) 
• No Broken Bones (Ps 34:20; Jn 19:31-34) 

 
E. The Certainty Of His Resurrection (Isa 53:10) 

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes 
an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand. 

 
• “will of the Lord” – the emphasis is on God and His will 

o The Lord is the main subject of this sentence 
o It was God’s plan 

 
• “crush” (NASB, ESV) – too light of a translation – idea is of crushing into fine powder 

o KJV translates it “bruise” 
o ie/  buy pestle and mortar to crush pills into powder 
o strange phrase – making God sound a bit sadistic 
o but it demonstrates His great love for mankind, His creation 
o Propitiation = satisfying the wrath and judgment of God 

 
• “his soul makes an offering for guilt” 

o a guilt offering was a payment to compensate for a sin 
o “offering for sin” – asham = trespass offering 

 ie/  husband gives wife flowers after he hurt her feeling 
 ie/  we ask how we can make it up 
 ie/  we write an apology letter 

 
• “He shall see His offspring”; “prolong His days” = this is all subsequent to His death, this  

refers to His resurrection 
 

• “He shall see His offspring” – those who are saved becomes the children of Christ 
o We are Christ’s children 

 
• “prolong His days” – after being dead, His days are prolonged – this must refer to life 

o this phrase is used 21x in OT and is always used of extending one’s life on earth 
o The fact that this refers to a person who has already died is unprecedented! 
o J.A. Motyer points out that the contrast is “the recognition that a life terminated on 

earth continues in reality and effectiveness.”  (The Prophecy of Isaiah, p. 440) 
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4  “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 
buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures” 

 
Isaiah 53:8-10 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

v.8a  For He was cut off from the land of the living Christ died 
v.8b  For the transgressions of My people He was 
stricken 

For our sins 

Isaiah said it in 53:8 700 years ago According to the Scriptures 
v. 9  And they made His grave with the wicked And that He was buried 



v. 10  When You make His soul an offering for sin, 
He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days 

And that He rose again the third day according to 
the Scriptures 

 
Psalm 49:15 15But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave 

 
III. The Resolute Fulfillment Of Christ 
 
A. Jesus Came To Fulfill What Was Prophesied About Him (Lk 24:25-27; 44-45; Mt 5:17; Jn 

1:45; 5:39) 
 

• Simeon awaited the coming of Christ that He knew was coming because of the Old Testament. 
(Lk 2:25-35) 

 
• Two disciples were on a road to Emmaus about 7 miles outside of Jerusalem.  They got into a 

heated discussion after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  The resurrected Christ appears 
and joins the conversation.  They don’t recognize this stranger as the risen Christ.  They start 
sharing their sadness and frustration of the death of Christ and the empty tomb which evokes 
this response by Jesus in Luke 24: 

 

Luke 24:25-27 25Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all 
that the prophets have spoken! 26Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into His glory?” 27And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
 
Luke 24:44-45 44Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while 
I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45And He opened their understanding, 
that they might comprehend the Scriptures. 

 
• The Old Testament is fulfilled by Christ, Himself. 

 
Matthew 5:17  Do not think that I came to destroy the Law  or the Prophets. I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfill. 

 
John 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him of whom Moses in 
the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

 
John 5:39  You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and 
these are they which testify of Me. 

 
• Some, like Simeon and Anna, were ready for Christ because of the Old Testament.  Others, 

like the two disciples, did not understand the Old Testament.  Other Jewish leaders ignored 
the teaching of the Old Testament. 

 
B. Jesus Came To Carry Out The Salvation Prophesied For Us (1 Pet 1:10-12) 
 

1 Peter 1:10-12 10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 
was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of 
Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent 



glories. 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things 
that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the 
Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look. 

 
 
Conclusion: 

• Jesus came as predicted 
• Jesus endured the cross and resurrection as predicted 
• Jesus brought salvation as predicted 

 
Discussion: 

• What previous choice would you re-decide if you had the chance for less pain? 
• Why did Jesus still come when He knew He would suffer a horrific death? 
• How do you feel about Christ’s choice for our behalf? 

 
 
Announce possible live service on Dec 19 
 
 


