
BE A PHILEMON 
FIL AMENT

C O N N E C T I N G  O T H E R S  W I T H  C H R I S T ’ S  L I G H T
P H I L E M O N



FILAMENT = CONNECTIVE WIRE THAT 
PRODUCES LIGHT

Onesimus Philemon

Paul

Matthew 
5:16 Let your 
light so shine 
before men, 
that they may 
see your good 
works and 
glorify your 
Father in 
heaven.

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electrical_filament



INTRODUCTION

• 1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our 
brother,To Philemon our beloved fellow 
worker 2 and Apphia our sister and Archippus 
our fellow soldier, and the church in your 
house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



PHI LEMON
• From: The Apostle Paul

• When: A.D. 60
– During Paul’s Roman imprisonment 

(Col 4:8-9)

• To: Philemon, Apphia, Archippus and 
the church that met in their home 
(1-2)

– Philemon lived in Colossae (Asia 
Minor)

PC: Walk Thru The Bible



PHILEMON LIMERICK

Onesimus stole while enslaved.

Imprisoned for how he behaved.

He met Paul, then converted

Paul’s intercession averted

When Paul told Philemon he’s saved.



PHILEMON LIMERICK

Paul asked a friend as his pastor

That Philemon would forgive as the master

Onesimus was ‘fraid

But his debt would be paid

Redemption avoided disaster.



THE PURPOSE OF PHILEMON

• To request Philemon to forgive his former slave, Onesimus, for 
stealing from him

• To assure Philemon that Paul would recompense what was 
taken

• To affirm Onesimus’ salvation and his brotherhood in Christ

• To picture Christ’s redemption and intercession 



INSPIRE – ACKNOWLEDGE & (SHARE) 
KNOWLEDGE 
4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my 
prayers, 5 because I hear of your love and of the faith that 
you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, 6 and I 
pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for 
the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the 
sake of Christ. 7 For I have derived much joy and comfort 
from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the 
saints have been refreshed through you.



INSPIRE – ACKNOWLEDGE & (SHARE) 
KNOWLEDGE 
22 At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am 
hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to 
you. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends 
greetings to you, 24 and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, 
and Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit.



HEBREWS 10:24-25

• 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.



IDENTIFY – PHYSICAL & SPIRITUAL 
NEEDS
8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to 
command you to do what is required, 9 yet for love’s sake I 
prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a 
prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal to you for my 
child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. 
11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed 
useful to you and to me.)



INTERCONNECT – PAIR & REPAIR

12 I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13 I 
would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he 
might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for 
the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent in order that your goodness might not be by 
compulsion but of your own accord.



INTERVENE – RECONCILE & REDEEM

15 For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a 
while, that you might have him back forever, 16 no longer as 
a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved 
brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both 
in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me your 
partner, receive him as you would receive me.



INTERVENE – RECONCILE & REDEEM

18 If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my 
own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me 
even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from 
you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.



CHRIST IS OUR REDEEMER – HE PAID 
FOR THE RELEASE OF OUR SINS
• Mark 10:45 45For even the Son of Man did not come to 

be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.”



CHRIST IS OUR REDEEMER – HE PAID 
FOR THE RELEASE OF OUR SINS
• Galatians 3:13 13Christ has redeemed us from the 

curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”),

• Galatians 4:5 5to redeem those who were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.



REDEMPTION

• Redeemed From Something – slave market of 
sin

• Redeemed By Something – payment of 
Christ’s blood

• Redeemed To Something – forgiveness and 
freedom in Christ



CHRIST IS OUR REDEEMER – HE PAID 
FOR THE RELEASE OF OUR SINS
•Titus 2:14 14who gave Himself for us, that He 
might redeem us from every lawless deed and 
purify for Himself His own special people, 
zealous for good works.



INTERVENE – RECONCILE & REDEEM

18 If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, 
charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my 
own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me 
even your own self. 20Yes, brother, I want some benefit from 
you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ.



CONCLUSION:

• Stir up others to service (Heb 10:24-25)

• Keep an eye out for who needs help

• The church is a resource to help those in need

• Imitate Christ who knows reconciliation is worth 
the personal cost



DISCUSSION:

• Who, in the church, can we inspire and encourage in 
service to the Lord?

• Who, in your life, needs the help of Christ through the 
church?

• Who can we pair to repair?

• How do we justify the physical costs of meeting spiritual 
needs?
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