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Was Christ Unable To Sin? 
The Impeccability of Christ 

Savor The Savior, Session 10 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

• The union of the divine and human natures of Christ leads to one of the great mysteries of the 
nature of Christ. 

 
• Hebrews 4:15 raises an interesting question:  If Jesus was tempted as we were, how could He 

sympathize with our weaknesses if He didn’t bear the weakness to have potentially sinned? 
 

Hebrews 4:15 15For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

 
• Another question:  Was Jesus really tempted by the Devil if He couldn’t have potentially 

sinned? 
 

• Rolland McCune:  “All Bible-believing thinkers agree that Christ did not sin. The question, 
however, is whether He could have sinned.” (A Systematic Theology of Biblical Christianity, 
Vol. 2, p. 150) 

 
 
I. How Can We Comprehend The Sinlessness Of Christ? 
 
A. The Scriptures On Christ’s Sinlessness 
 

1. Christ Is Declared As Sinless 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21  “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 
1 John 3:5  “In Him there is no sin” 
 
1 Peter 2:22-23  “Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth.  Who, 
when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, 
but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously.” 

 
Hebrews 4:15  “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 
 
Q:  If you wanted to prove that a person was a sinner, how easy would it be for one to 
go about that task? 
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2. Christ Is A Spotless Sacrifice 
 

1 Peter 1:19  “With the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot.” 

 
• “without blemish” = Gr. momos = above reproach 

 
1 Peter 3:18  “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 
might bring us to God.” 

 
3. Christ Is Pure As Light, With No Darkness 

  
John 8:12 “I am the light of the world.  He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, 
but have the light of life.”  (Christ is all light – no darkness) 

 
1 John 1:5,7  “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all…if we walk in the light 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 

 
4. Christ Is A Holy High Priest 
 

Hebrews 7:26  “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinner, and has become higher than the heavens” 

 
• holy = above sin, above man, above creation 

    
 5. Christ Possesses An Unimpeachable Testimony 

 
John 8:46  “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” – everyone was silent  (Christ is 
unimpeachable even at fixed up trials) 
 

• Leon Morris:  “a staggering assertion of sinlessness.” (The Gospel According To 
John, NICNT) 
 

Q:  If the accusers could not pin point a sin of Christ, what issue did they condemn 
Him on?  (blasphemy – claiming to be God) 

 
• Critics try to topple Christ 
• They tried to trap Him on taxes, gluttony, associating with tax collectors and 

prostitutes 
• ie/  like a politician – under constant scrutiny and attack from opposing parties, 

lobbyists, media 
 

  Luke 23:41  One of the crucified thieves: “This Man has done nothing wrong.” 
   
  Mt 27:24  Pilate:  “I am innocent of the blood of this just Person.” 
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• 11x Christ was acknowledged as innocent during the trials and crucifixion 
o Judas (Mt 27:4) 
o Pilate (Mt 27:24; Lk 23:14,22; Jn 18:38; 19:4,6) 
o Pilate’s wife (Mt 27:19) 
o Repentant thief (Lk 23:41) 
o Roman centurion (Mt 27:54) 

 
 
B. The Definitions Of Christ’s Sinlessness 

 
• Renald Showers:  “Sin could be defined as any failure to conform perfectly to the holy 

character and will of God…Human sin consists of four basic things.  1)  A disposition of 
enmity against God, often called the sin nature (Jer 17:1,9; Mt 15:19; Rom 8:7)….2)  Sin 
involves wrong acts (Mt 15:19; Jn 3:19)…3)  Sin includes wrong thoughts, attitudes, 
intents, and impulses (Mt 5:21-22,27-28)…4)  Failure to do good deeds that should be 
done is sin (1 Sam 12:23; Jas 4:17). 
 
“On the basis of these facts concerning sin, we can conclude that a sinless person is one 
who never fails to be conformed perfectly to the holy character and will of God.  
Such a person does not possess a disposition of enmity against God (a sin 
nature), never commits a wrong act, never has a wrong thought, attitude, 
intent, or impulse, and never fails to do good deeds that should be done.”  (“The 
Sinlessness of Christ”, Israel My Glory, Aug/Sept 1998) 
 

• R. C. Sproul:  “Christ’s sinlessness had negative and positive aspects to it.  Negatively, 
Christ was completely free of any transgression….Positively, Christ was eager to obey the 
law; He was committed to doing the will of His Father.”  (Essential Truths of the Christian 
Faith, p. 83) 
 

• William G.T. Shedd defines “impeccability”: “An impeccable will is one that is so mighty in 
its self-determination to good that it cannot be conquered by any temptation to evil, 
however great. A will may be positively holy and able to overcome temptation, and yet not 
be so omnipotent in its holy energy that it cannot be overcome. The angels who fell could 
have repelled temptation with that degree of power given them by creation, and so might 
Adam. But in neither case was it infallibly certain that they would repel it. Though they 
were holy, they were not impeccable. Their will could be overcome because it was not 
omnipotent, and their perseverance was left to themselves and not made sure by 
extraordinary grace. The case of Jesus Christ, the second Adam, was different, in that he 
was not only able to resist temptation, but it was infallibly certain that he would resist it. 
The holy energy of his will was not only sufficiently strong to overcome, but was so 
additionally strong that it could not be overcome.”  (Dogmatic Theology, p. 659, Logos 
Edition) 

 
C. The Controversy Concerning Christ’s Sinlessness: 
 

• The issue is either 1) Jesus could not sin or 2) Jesus would not sin 
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• What is evident in Scripture is that: 
1) Jesus did not sin  
2) Jesus was really tempted (without sin, Heb 4:15) 
3) God cannot be tempted with evil (James 1:13) 
 

• Stephen Wellum:  “Ultimately, the challenge is to uphold all three truths simultaneously 
without minimizing any of them.”  God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ 
(Foundations of Evangelical Theology) (Kindle Locations 12369-12370). Crossway. Kindle 
Edition. 2016 
 

• Wayne Grudem:  “We also must affirm with Scripture that “God cannot be tempted with 
evil” (James 1:13). But here the question becomes difficult: if Jesus was fully God as well 
as fully man (and we shall argue below that Scripture clearly and repeatedly teaches this), 
then must we not also affirm that (in some sense) Jesus also ‘could not be tempted with 
evil’?.” … 

 
“We do not have an actual contradiction. Scripture does not tell us that “Jesus was 
tempted” and that ‘Jesus was not tempted’ (a contradiction if ‘Jesus’ and “tempted” are 
used exactly in the same sense in both sentences). The Bible tells us that ‘Jesus was 
tempted’ and ‘Jesus was fully man’ and ‘Jesus was fully God’ and ‘God cannot be tempted.’ 
This combination of teachings from Scripture leaves open the possibility that as we 
understand the way in which Jesus’ human nature and divine nature work together, we 
might understand more of the way in which he could be tempted in one sense and yet, in 
another sense, not be tempted.”  (Systematic Theology, p. 538) 

 
• Joseph G. Sahl:  “Could Jesus Christ sin? Was it possible that He could have succumbed to 

the temptations He faced in the world and at the instigation of Satan? All evangelical 
scholars affirm that Christ did not sin. But the question is whether He could have sinned. 
The problem centers on the question of Christ’s susceptibility to sin. Theologically, the 
question is whether the Savior is posse non peccare (able not to sin) or non posse peccare 
(not able to sin). In other words, is it only that the Lord Jesus was able to overcome sin 
and temptation or rather that He could not be overcome by them? Peccability refers to 
Christ’s being liable to or prone to sin, and impeccability speaks of His not being liable to 
sin and being incapable of sinning.”  (“The Impeccability Of Christ,” Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 
140:557, January, 1983, p. 11) 

 
1. Some Believe That Christ Could Not Be Totally Human Unless He Did Sin 

 
• Lewis & Demarest: “Reinhold Niebuhr and Karl Barth hold that since Jesus was 

tempted in all points as we are, he must have had a sinful nature like our fallen 
nature.  That Jesus had a morally defective nature is not a necessary inference from 
the fact that he was tempted as we were.”  (Integrative Theology, 2:336) 
 

• This is based on the premise that all men sin  
• Just because Jesus possessed a Human Nature does not mean he possessed a Sinful 

Nature 
• Were Adam & Eve less than human when God created them perfect? 
• When we get to heaven, we will be fully human and unable to sin. 

https://biblia.com/reference/Jas1.13
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• “It does not require a fleshly – that is, sinful – nature for one to be fully human.  

Adam’s and Eve’s natures were fully human and not fleshly before the Fall.  And 
they were subject to temptations as fallen people are.  In heaven believing people 
will be fully human without sin.  So Jesus’ sinlessness in nature is not logically 
incompatible with full humanity.”  (ibid) 

 
2. Some Believe That The Temptation Could Not Be Real Unless Christ Was 
 Vulnerable To Sin 

 
3. If Christ Is The Second Adam, Then He Had To Be Able To Sin (Peccable) To 
 Correspond To Adam 

 
• “A question has been raised, however, by orthodox theologians whether the 

sinlessness of Christ was the same as that of Adam before the fall or whether it 
possessed a peculiar character because of the presence of the divine nature. In a 
word, could the Son of God be tempted as Adam was tempted and could He have 
sinned as Adam sinned? While most orthodox theologians agree that Christ could be 
tempted because of the presence of a human nature, a division occurs on the 
question as to whether being tempted He could sin.”  (John Walvoord, “The Person 
and Work of Christ; Part VII:  The Impeccability of Christ,” Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 
118:471, July – Sept, 1961, p. 195) 

 
   Q: Is The Sinlessness (Impeccability) Of Christ The Same As The Sinlessness Of  

   Adam? 
 

• The similarity between Adam & Christ is that they were both born sinless 
• But Adam had the capacity to sin, Christ did not 
• Adam did not have a divine nature, Christ did 

 
D. The Positions On Christ’s Sinlessness 
 

• Stephen Wellum:  “Historically, classical Christology has argued that our Lord Jesus Christ 
experienced temptation like us, yet he faced it as one who was unable to sin, hence the 
affirmation of the impeccability of Christ (non posse peccare). The minority report, on the 
other hand, is that Jesus experienced temptation and that, although he never sinned, he 
was able to do so, hence the assertion of Christ’s peccability (posse non peccare).” (God 
the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ, Foundations of Evangelical Theology, Crossway, 
Kindle Locations 12345-12349, 2016) 

 
1. Christ Was Able Not To Sin – it was possible for Christ to sin, but He didn’t 

(posse non peccare – able not to sin) 
 

• Charles Hodge, a Presbyterian theologian, believed that Christ could have sinned but 
didn’t:  “Temptation implies the possibility of sin.  If from the constitution of His 
person it was impossible for Christ to sin, then His temptation was unreal and 
without effect and He cannot sympathize with His people.”  (Systematic Theology, 
2:457) 
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• Millard Erickson:  “While he could have sinned, it was certain that he would not.  

There were genuine struggles and temptations, but the outcome was always 
certain.” (Christian Theology, p. 737) 

 
• A.W. Pink:  “The last Adam differed from the first Adam in His impeccability.  Christ 

was not only able to overcome temptation, but He was unable to be overcome by it.  
Necessarily so, for He was ‘the Almighty’ (Rev 1:8).” 

 
• John Witmer contributes:  “Some evangelical Christians, even though they state 

emphatically that Jesus never did sin, insist that He could have sinned. They base 
this belief in the peccability of Jesus on the reality and genuineness of His humanity. 
As stated by Charles Hodge, “If He was a true man, He must have been capable of 
sinning.”  This argument, however, ignores the fact that the true humanity of Jesus 
was without a sin nature from conception (Luke 1:35). This view also overlooks the 
fact that His human nature was united with the divine nature of the eternal Son of 
God, the Word, into one Person. Though Jesus had a true human nature, He was 
more than a true man; He was the God-Man.” (Swindoll & Zuck, editors, 
Understanding Christian Theology, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2003, p. 341) 

 
• John MacArthur/Richard Mayhue:  “The peccability position asserts that Christ could 

have sinned even though he did not.  This by far the minority view among 
theologians today.  Arguments include the following: 

 
“1.  The full humanity of Christ:  If Christ in his incarnation assumed full humanity 
with all its attributes, he must have had the ability to sin, since by itself, unfallen 
human nature is capable of sinning, as the fall of Adam and Eve shows (Gen 3:1-6). 
 
2. Christ’s ability to be tempted:  Christ was tempted in all points as others are 
(Heb 4:15).  He endured numerous temptations throughout his life (Mt 4:1-11), and 
the ability to be tempted implies the ability to sin.  This argument is the one 
peccability advocates appeal to most often. 
 
3.  The free will of Christ:  That Christ had, as Adam did before the fall, a free will 
implies peccability. 
 
“Peccability advocates see much at stake in this debate, preeminently the reality of 
Christ’s humanity, his temptation, and a truly sympathetic priesthood.  They assert 
that all the above are compromised if Christ had no ability to sin.”  (Biblical Doctrine, 
Crossway, 2017, p. 273) 

 
• Wayne Grudem:  “If Jesus’ human nature had existed by itself, independent of his 

divine nature, then it would have been a human nature just like that which God 
gave Adam and Eve.  It would have been free from sin but nonetheless able to sin.”  
(Systematic Theology, p. 538) 
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• William G.T. Shedd in criticism of this point makes this comparison:  “To say that 
because an army cannot be conquered, it cannot be attacked.” (Dogmatic Theology 
2:336) 

 
a. The Conservative Slant:  Christ Possessed A Fallen Human Nature But 

Did Not Sin 
 

• Stephen Wellum:  “In the last two hundred years, some scholars have 
attempted to maintain the sinlessness of Christ but argue that in his 
incarnation he assumed a fallen human nature. In general, those who make 
this argument rely on the affirmation that Christ became fully human like us 
and then assume that to be human like us requires a fallen human nature.”  
God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ (Foundations of Evangelical 
Theology) (Kindle Locations 6081-6084). Crossway. Kindle Edition. 
 

• C.E.B. Cranfield, in his ICC commentary on Romans insisted that Christ 
assumed sinful flesh because of Romans 8:3 (“in the likeness of sinful flesh”)  
(A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, 2 vols., 
6th ed., International Critical Commentary, T& T Clark, 1975, p. 379) 

 
• Wellum continues:  “In general, those who make this argument rely on the 

affirmation that Christ became fully human like us and then assume that to 
be human like us requires a fallen human nature…. While the motivation is 
positive, the argument that Christ became a fallen human to redeem fallen 
humanity misreads the Scriptures and misunderstands the biblical rationale 
for the incarnation. 567 The advocates of Christ’s fallenness certainly do not 
intend to disparage our Lord; in fact, they are trying to honor his work in 
their reasoning that if Christ did not assume a fallen human nature then he is 
not fully like us, he was not tempted like us, and thus he cannot help or 
redeem us. They argue that the Son became incarnate in a fallen human 
nature and relied upon the Spirit to resist temptation and the commission of 
sin. The Son won our salvation by his Spirit-empowered obedience in a fallen 
human nature. The problem, however, is that this argument falters at the 
precise points it seeks to affirm.”  (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of 
Christ, Kindle Locations 6083-6084, 6093-6099) 
 

• Problems with this view according to Wellum: 
1.  a fallen incarnation lacks biblical support. 
2.  a fallen incarnation implies that corruption is essential to humanity. 
3.  a fallen incarnation is not required for the temptations of Christ to be real. 
4.  a fallen incarnation is not required by Torrance’s appeal to the Patristic 

maxim, “the unassumed is the unredeemed.” 
5.  a fallen incarnation risks separating the human nature of Christ from his 

person, inviting the charge of Nestorianism. 
6.  a fallen incarnation requires that Christ is sinful or has the property of 

original sin.  (ibid) 
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b. The Liberal Slant: Christ could sin and did 
 

• Temptation of Christ = Temptation of Adam 
• Both Adam & Christ were born with an ability not to sin, but Adam chose to 

disobey God and Christ didn’t 
• The capacity to sin is not a human deficiency in and of itself because God 

chose for men to have the freedom of choice (to obey or not obey) 
• Christ’s sinlessness was based upon the obedience of His will to the will of the 

Father 
 
• The difficulty with this position is that Christ is not recognized as God and 

that Christ’s Divine Nature had no role in His impeccability 
 

2. Christ Was Not Able To Sin – it is impossible for a divine Christ to sin 
 (non posse peccare – not able to sin) 
 

• Jesus Christ, as the Holy God, can not sin 
 
• Wayne Grudem reasons a response:  “(1) If Jesus’ human nature had existed by 

itself, independent of his divine nature, then it would have been a human nature 
just like that which God gave Adam and Eve. It would have been free from sin but 
nonetheless able to sin. Therefore, if Jesus’ human nature had existed by itself, 
there was the abstract or theoretical possibility that Jesus could have sinned, just as 
Adam and Eve’s human natures were able to sin. (2) But Jesus’ human nature never 
existed apart from union with his divine nature. From the moment of his conception, 
he existed as truly God and truly man as well. Both his human nature and his divine 
nature existed united in one person. (3) Although there were some things (such as 
being hungry or thirsty or weak) that Jesus experienced in his human nature alone 
and were not experienced in his divine nature (see below), nonetheless, an act of 
sin would have been a moral act that would apparently have involved the whole 
person of Christ. Therefore, if he had sinned, it would have involved both his human 
and divine natures. (4) But if Jesus as a person had sinned, involving both his 
human and divine natures in sin, then God himself would have sinned, and he would 
have ceased to be God. Yet that is clearly impossible because of the infinite holiness 
of God’s nature. (5) Therefore, if we are asking if it was actually possible for Jesus 
to have sinned, it seems that we must conclude that it was not possible. The union 
of his human and divine natures in one person prevented it.”  (Systematic Theology, 
pp. 538-539) 
 

• Witmer:  “After forty days of fasting, Jesus was hungry and humanly desirous of 
food to a degree few of us, if any, have ever known.  Furthermore, through His 
divine nature He had the ability to turn stones into bread.  However, the desires of 
Jesus’ sinless human nature and the omnipotence of His divine nature were always 
controlled by the unified person and will of the God-Man, which always chose and 
acted in obedience to the will of God the Father (John 5:10; 8:59).  Therefore it was 
impossible for Christ to sin.”  (Immanuel, p. 87-88) 
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• Joseph Sahl:  “Though Christ was of both human and divine desires, He had only 
one determinative will.  That determinative will is in the eternal Logos and 
continuously follows the will of the Father.  (“The Impeccability Of Christ”, 
Bibliotheca Sacra, Jan-Mar, 1983 

 
• MacArthur/Mayhue:  “The impeccability position asserts that Christ was unable to 

sin.  This is by far the majority view within the evangelicalism of past and present.  
Arguments … 

 
“1.  The deity of Christ:  Since Christ is God and since God cannot sin (James 1:13), 
it follows that Christ could not sin either.  Since ‘the wages of sin is death’ (Rom 
6:23), God would have to die if he sinned – but God cannot die, and by implication, 
cannot sin. 
 
2.  The decrees of God: Since God had decreed the plan of redemption to be 
accomplished by Jesus Christ, it follow that Christ could not have sinned, for had he 
sinned, the plan of redemption would have failed. 
 
3.  The divine attributes of Christ:  Some impeccability advocates argue from the 
immutability of Christ (see Heb 13:8).  The reason is that if Christ could have sinned 
while he was on earth, then he could sin now.  Since he cannot sin now, and since 
he is immutable, it follows that he could not sin while on earth.  Other attributes 
appealed to include Christ’s omnipotence (the ability to sin implies weakness, but 
Christ had no weakness) and omniscience (John 5:25).  Someone might contend 
that arguments from the attributes of Christ’s deity are indecisive for the peccability 
question because in the kenosis Christ voluntarily yielded the independent exercise 
of his divine attributes to the will of his heavenly Father.  Thus, while impeccability 
may be implied by each of these divine attributes standing alone, Christ always 
exercised these in subordination to his Father’s will.  And the Father would never 
direct the Son to restrict his divine attributes in order to make it possible for Christ 
to violate the Father’s will. 
 
4.  The Trinitarian relationship of Christ:  Being ‘full of the Holy Spirit’ (Luke 4:1), 
Jesus could not fail the testing.  The Holy Spirit could not fail in what he had been 
sent to do for Jesus.”  (Biblical Doctrine, pp. 273-274) 

 
• Wellum:  “Ultimately, the explanation for why Jesus could not have sinned, similar to 

the explanation for when and how he acts and knows, is Trinitarian. What made it 
impossible for him to sin was not his divine nature as an acting agent, but the fact 
that he is the Son, in relation to the Father and Spirit, and as the Son, he speaks, 
acts, and chooses, gladly and willingly, to obey his Father in all things. Herman 
Bavinck captures this rationale well: ‘He is the Son of God, the Logos, who was in 
the beginning with God and himself God. He is one with the Father and always 
carries out his Father’s will and work. For those who confess this of Christ, the 
possibility of him sinning and falling is unthinkable.”’  (God The Son Incarnate: The 
Doctrine Of Christ, Kindle Locations 12381-12386) 
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II. If Christ Could Not Sin, Was He Genuinely Tempted?  YES 
 

• Lewis and Demarest: “Because an army cannot be conquered, can it be attacked?” 
(Integrated Theology, Vol. 2, p. 345) 
 

• "The question is simply, Is it possible to attempt the impossible?  To this all would agree.  It is 
possible for a rowboat to attack a battleship, even though it is conceivably impossible for 
the rowboat to conquer the battleship.  The idea that temptability implies susceptibility 
is unsound.  While the temptation may be real, there may be infinite power to resist that 
temptation and if this power if infinite, the person is impeccable."  (John Walvoord, Jesus 
Christ, p. 147) 

 
• S. Lewis Johnson:  “Was, then, Jesus temptable?  Again the answer is yes.  The human nature 

of the God-Man was indeed temptable.  However, divine nature could not desert the human 
nature, permitting it to sin, for then the guilt would attach itself to the entire person, but it 
could leave the human nature alone when no sin or guilt is involved…Temptability depends on 
the constitutional susceptibility of human nature, and since He was completely human apart 
from sin, He was temptable.  An invincible army may actually be attacked.  That Jesus was 
really attacked and that His testing centered in His human nature is evidenced by the 
statement that at the conclusion of the Temptation ‘angels came and began to minister to 
Him’ (Matt 4:11).  Deity does not need nor can it use the help of its creatures.” (“The 
Temptation Of Christ”, Vital Christological Issues, ed. Roy Zuck, p. 44) 

 
• Ie/  Harlem Globetrotters – never lost (maybe twice) – but were competed against 

 
• Remember that it is not a sin to be tempted. 

 
• There was no way Jesus was going to sin, but His temptation was real. 
• He had the natural human desire to fulfill his physical hunger, but would not sin to satisfy it in 

a wrong way.  But He understood hunger. 
• Lewis & Demarest:  “Temptation is not sin; entertaining it in the mind and yielding to it in 

action is sin.  And Jesus did not entertain sinful suggestions in his heart or yield to them in 
action.  He neither lusted nor committed adultery.  He did not covet what belonged to others 
nor steal.  He did not get angry without cause, nor did he commit murder.  He worshiped God 
only and did not take his Father’s name in vain.  He loved the Father with his whole being and 
his neighbors as himself.”  (Integrative Theology, 2:336) 
 

 
A. The Difference Between Adam & Christ’s Temptations 
 

Adam’s Temptation Christ’s Temptation 
In Paradise – full stomach In Wilderness – fast for 40 days 
Wife, as companion, provided support Alone – greater temptation to sin when alone 
Absence of presence and custom of sin Sinful culture & environment  
Adam gave into first temptation he faced Jesus repeatedly resisted temptation (Heb 4:15) 
Adams consequence brought death to humanity Jesus’ victory over temptation allowed Him to 

complete the process of redemption successfully 
Compiled from R.C. Sproul (The Glory of Christ) & MacArthur/Mayhue (Biblical Doctrine) 
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• Man might take comfort in being less sinful than others, in a bout of self-deception 
• But Christ is not judged on a curve.  He is absolutely sinless 

 
• The Scriptures state that Jesus was tempted (Lk 4:2; Heb 4:15). 
 
• Ryrie:  “They happened, so they were obviously real.”  (p. 264) 

 
B. The Distinction Between Internal And External Temptation 

 
1. Internal temptation – Our evil desire is enticed to sin 
 

• When one sees an attractive man or lady and an evil desire is enticed from within – 
that is an internal temptation.  Yet one can choose not to lust. 

 
• Q:  What did Jesus not possess?  Christ had no evil desire within Him to be aroused 

 
James 1:13-15 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14But each one 
is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15Then, when 
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth 
death. 
 

• If Christ had an evil desire, He would be disqualified as a Savior. 
 

2. External Temptation – Temptation from someone/something outside of us 
 
• Ie/  Jesus ate with prostitutes but was never tempted to seduce one 
• Some of us might have weaknesses in some areas, but you might have no interest 

in smoking marijuana, inject heroine, rob a bank, hijack an airplane or be a suicide 
bomber 

• God cannot be tempted by evil (James 1:13), but Christ’s humanity was tested. 
• Q:  If Jesus is God, then could He really be tempted? 

 
• Wellum adds:  “Yet, we must add a caveat.  We must strongly affirm the reality of 

Christ’s temptations, but we must not make his temptations the same as ours in 
every respect. Why? Because, as much as Jesus is like us, he is also utterly unique, 
and his temptations reflect this fact.”  God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ 
(Foundations of Evangelical Theology) (Kindle Locations 12357-12359). Crossway. 
Kindle Edition. 2016 

 
C. The Full Impact Of Temptation 
 

• Too often we consider the end of the temptation (succumb or withstand) as the most 
difficult part of the temptation, but it is the strain of withstanding the temptation that is the 
most difficult. 

 
• 40 days without food – Jesus could be near physical death from starvation alone 
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• The fact that He endured more time without food is the most difficult part of this 

temptation 
 
• In His divine nature, Christ could have turned the stone to bread, but He allowed His 

human nature to continue in hunger until it was God’s time for Him to eat, not the devil’s 
time 
 

• Jesus experienced the fullness of the temptation in His humanity.  Succumbing to 
temptation ends the temptation early.  Withstanding temptation brings on the full attack.  
It was the devil who quit.  

 
• C. S. Lewis:  “Christ, because He was the only man who never yielded to temptation, is 

also the only man who knows to the full what temptation means – the only complete 
realist.” 

 
• Millard Erickson:  “The person who resists knows the full force of temptation. Sinlessness 

points to a more intense rather than less intense temptation.”  (Christian Theology, p. 737) 
 

• Leon Morris:  “The man who yields to a particular temptation has not felt its full power. He 
has given in while the temptation has yet something in reserve. Only the man who does 
not yield to a temptation[,] who, as regards that particular temptation, is sinless, knows 
the full extent of that temptation.” (Lord From Heaven, pp. 51-52) 

 
• Grudem:  “Jesus refused to rely on his divine nature to make obedience easier for him. In 

like manner, it seems appropriate to conclude that Jesus met every temptation to sin, not 
by his divine power, but on the strength of his human nature alone (though, of course, it 
was not ‘alone’ because Jesus, in exercising the kind of faith that humans should exercise, 
was perfectly depending on God the Father and the Holy Spirit at every moment). The 
moral strength of his divine nature was there as a sort of “backstop” that would have 
prevented him from sinning in any case (and therefore we can say that it was not possible 
for him to sin), but he did not rely on the strength of his divine nature to make it easier for 
him to face temptations, and his refusal to turn the stones into bread at the beginning of 
his ministry is a clear indication of this.” 

 
… “Just as a champion weightlifter who successfully lifts and holds over head the heaviest 
weight in the contest feels the force of it more fully than one who attempts to lift it and 
drops it, so any Christian who has successfully faced a temptation to the end knows that 
that is far more difficult than giving in to it at once…In fact, they were most real because 
he did not give in to them.” (p. 539) 
 

• John MacArthur, in a Q&A states:  “Sometimes that temptation was very strong.  In fact, if 
I can push the point a bit, it just so happens for Christ who never sinned, He must have 
known temptation to its limits because at some point in the temptation when we give in, 
the temptation is over because its accomplished its purpose.  But in one who never gave 
in, temptation would literally run itself to its extreme limit every time … So to say that 
because Christ couldn't sin He couldn't experience temptation is just opposite the 
truth.  The fact that He didn't sin meant that He endured temptation at extreme levels, 
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especially when you realize the fact that if there was one creature in all the universe that 
Satan would want to have sinned, it would have been Him.  I mean, he may fuss with us a 
little while and if we don't give in, if that temptation is an external thing, leave.  And in 
Christ's case, there could be no internal temptation so it was always external.  But Satan 
would stay, believe me, and besiege that fort unendingly.  And so, I think the fact that 
Christ did not sin is not only a statement that He could not sin but it is a statement that He 
endured temptation to its absolute limit.” 

   (http://www.gty.org/resources.php?section=transcripts&aid=233383#top) 
 
 
III. Why Did Jesus Depend On The Holy Spirit If He Is Already God? 
 
A. To Demonstrate The Interdependence In The Trinity 
 

Acts 10:38  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 

 
• Thomas Oden: “… as a man, Jesus walked day by day in radical dependence upon God the 

Spirit, prayed, and spoke by the power of the Spirit. In portraying Jesus as constantly 
dependent upon the Spirit, the Gospels were not challenging or questioning his deity or 
divine Sonship. Rather, as eternal Son the theandric person already was truly God, while as 
a man, Jesus was truly human, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, seed of Abraham, 
whose humanity was continually replenished by the Spirit (Luke 4:14; Heb 2:14–17).”  
(Systematic Theology, Vol. 3, Life in the Spirit, Prince, 1998, p. 47) 

 
• Klaus Issler:  “If a convergence of this evidence supports a pervasive theme of dependency 

in Jesus’ life and ministry, then we may infer that Jesus depended to a greater degree on 
the Father and the Spirit and much less upon his own divine power. The degree to which 
Jesus depended on the Father and the Spirit, instead of his own divine power, is the 
degree to which Jesus can be our genuine example.”  (“Jesus’ Example: Prototype of the 
Dependent, Spirit-Filled Life”) 

 
• MacArthur/Mayhue:  “From conception through resurrection, and, by inference, even 

though glorification, Jesus was sustained by the Holy Spirit.  This admits to no weakness, 
but in Christ’s state of submission to the Father (especially in his incarnation), the Spirit 
enabled his human nature to fully accomplish redemption and all other aspects of his 
mission on earth.  Such condescension was confirmed when the Jewish leaders determined 
that Jesus was Satanic, yet he accused them not of blaspheming him but of speaking 
against the Holy Spirit (Matt 12:30-32).”  (Biblical Doctrine, p. 276) 
 

1. The Holy Spirit Was The Source Of Christ’s Conception 
 

Matthew 1:20  “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.” 

 
 2. The Holy Spirit Was Involved In Jesus’ Baptism 
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Matthew 3:16-17  16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 
water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 
 3. The Holy Spirit Sustained Jesus Through His Temptation In The Wilderness 
 

Matthew 4:1  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil. 

 
 
 4. The Holy Spirit Empowered Christ’s Ministry 
 

Luke 4:14  And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report 
about him went out through all the surrounding country. 

 
• Christ even cites Isaiah 61:1-2 which prophesies that the Holy Spirit would anoint 

the Messiah’s ministry 
 

Luke 4:18-19 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim 
the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 
 5. The Holy Spirit Enabled Christ’s Proclamation Of God’s Word 
 

John 3:34  For he whom God has sent utters the words of God, for he gives the Spirit 
without measure. 

 
Acts 1:2  until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through 
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen 

 
 6. The Holy Spirit Empowered Christ’s Miracles And Casting Out Demons 
 

Acts 10:38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 
He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. 

 
Matthew 12:28  But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you. 

 
 7. The Holy Spirit Was Involved In Christ’s Atoning Work On The Cross 
 

Hebrews 9:14  how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God. 

 
 8. The Holy Spirit Was Involved In Christ’s Resurrection 
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Romans 8:11  If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through 
his Spirit who dwells in you. 

 
B. To Fulfill Old Testament Prophecy 
 

Isaiah 11:2-3  2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
 
Isaiah 42:1  Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, gin whom my soul delights; I 
have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3  1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant 
to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 
called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 

 
C. To Model For Believers A Reliance On The Holy Spirit 
 

• Q:  If Christ, being God, relied on the Holy Spirit, how much more should we as mere 
mortals? 

 
• Hans Urs von Balthasar:  “The Son is the prototype of those ‘who are led by the Spirit of 

God’ (Rom 8:14) . . . It is the Spirit that gives Jesus his human equipoise, for considering 
the gigantic dimensions of what he says and does, such equipoise would be impossible 
apart from the Spirit.”  (Prayer, Ignatius, 1979, p. 163) 

 
• R. A. Torrey (1856–1928):  Jesus “lived, thought, worked, taught, conquered sin and won 

victories for God in the power of that same Spirit whom we all may have.” (What The Bible 
Teaches, Revell, 1898, p. 289) 

 
 
IV. What Can We Learn From Christ’s Temptation To Help Us When We’re Tempted?  
  

• The Gospels begin the story of Christ’s earthly ministry with Christ’s temptation in the 
wilderness and finishes with His temptation at the cross 

• Christ modeled for us how to endure temptation 
 
A. What Is The Difference Between "Testing" & "Temptation"? 
 

• “Tempted” = Gr. peirazo – “to test”” 
o morally neutral word – context determines whether it’s temptation or testing 
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o “The word peirazo means ‘to try, make a trial of, put to the test.’ (Bauer, Arndt, 
Gingrich)  According to Homer, the basic idea is ‘to make proof of.’ (Abbot Smith)  
Thus the word came ‘to signify the trying intentionally…with the purose of 
discovering what of good or evil , of power or weakness, was in the person or thing; 
or, where this was already know to the trier, revealing the same to the tried 
themselves (R. Trench)…Temptation, rather than inducement to evil, is a 
problematic experience God uses to manifest a person’s true condition and 
character.”  (Joseph Sahl, “The Impeccability Of Jesus Christ”, Bibliotheca Sacra, 
Jan-Mar, 1983) 

 
• "Testing" - prove righteousness 

o test purity of elements through fire 
 

• "Temptation" - the solicitation to do evil 
 

o Fairbairn, in Studies in the Life of Christ (1891) writes:  "What is Temptation?   
Seduction to evil, solicitation to wrong.  It stands distinguished from trial thus: trial 
tests, seeks to discover the man's moral qualitites or character; but temptation 
persuades to evil, deludes, that it may ruin.  The one means to undeceive, the other 
to deceive.  The one aims at the man's good, making him conscious of his true 
moral self; but the other at his evil, leading him more or less unconsciously into sin.  
God tries; Satan tempts." 

 
• Difference between "temptation" and "testing" is like the flip side of the coin. 
 

o With the temptation of a believer, the Lord is testing for righteousness in our 
response in order to prove our good points of faith and faithfulness. 

o The devil would try to make the believer fall to make God look bad 
 

ie/ If Consumer Reports were to test a Toyota car, it would run tests to bring out 
the bad traits of the car.  If Toyota was testing it's own car, the motivation 
would be to point out the good traits. 

 
ie/  With Job, God allowed the test to demonstrate His faithfulness to Job and to 

demonstrate righteousness.  The devil wanted to trip Job up to discredit God. 
 

• The temptation to cheat on your income tax is also a test of your integrity. 
• The temptation towards sexual sin is also a test of your purity. 
• The temptation to lie in a convenient situation is also a test of our truthfulness. 
• The temptation to blame God for the latest tragedy in our life is also a test of our faith in 

Christ. 
 

• ie/ When the Union-Pacific railroad was under construction, an elaborate trestle bridge was 
built over a certain large canyon in the West as part of the plan to connect St. Louis and 
California.  Before it was open for commercial use, the construction engineer wanted to 
test its strength.  He loaded a train with extra cars and equipment to double its normal 
payload.     
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The train was driven out to the middle of the bridge where it was to remain for an entire 
day.  One worker complained, "Are you trying to break this bridge?"  "No", said the 
engineer.  "I'm trying to prove that the bridge is unbreakable." 

 
 
B. What Is The Significance Of The Timing Of Christ’s Temptation?  (1-2) 

 
Matthew 4:1-2 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. 2And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 
 
1. When We're Coming Off A Spiritual Victory 

 
• It is significant that Christ’s temptation followed His Baptism, a victorious moment.  

Then He spends 40 days in the wilderness. 
 

• W. Graham Scroggie:  “After the testimony the test; and after the Dove, the devil.”  
(The Gospel Of Mark, pp. 29-30) 

 
• Temptation frequently occurs after victory.  It happens after we take off armor and 

are most vulnerable. 
 

• Notice How Satan Aimed To Refute God The Father’s Declarations On Christ: 
 

 a. Jesus Is Declared The Son Of God (“This is My beloved Son”) 
   

• Jesus is declared the Son – a position of order in the Godhead 
• Satan tests this relationship by trying to get out of the order of submission 
• At two of the temptations, Satan prefaces his temptations with “If you are 

the Son of God…” 
 

b. Jesus Is Declared The Obedient One (following His obedience in baptism, 
God stated that “I am well pleased”) 

  
Deuteronomy 4:36  “Out of the heavens He let you hear His voice.” 

  
• God would urge Israel to obey the voice of the Lord, but failed to obey 
• Jesus would fulfill what Israel failed to do as their Messiah 
• Jesus demonstrated His obedience through the baptism 
• Satan tests His obedience in the wilderness 

 
• IE/  For Elijah - after defeating the 400 prophets of Baal by the power of 

God - he immediately forgot God's power when he started running from 
Queen Jezebel and was swallowed by self-pity and thoughts of death 

   
* Don't take your armor off after the battle - that's when you're 
most vulnerable. 

 
 2. When We Think We're Alone And Not Accountable 
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• The devil waited until Jesus was alone in the wilderness - WHY? 
• It’s not that Jesus was going to be morally weaker - because He's God, but the devil 

was honing his skills at man's most vulnerable moment 
 
  When You Think No One Is Watching, Guard Your: 
 

• Public Testimony - In the public - and Jesus was always in the public eye - you 
guard your testimony 

 
• Time - out in the wilderness - not a lot of responsibilities, but a time to be quiet and 

still and get to know God 
 

• David did not go off to war with his troops.  In his idleness, he was vulnerable to 
temptation. 

 
IE/ Puritan, Master Greenham, was sought by a woman who was greatly tempted.  

After pursuing many questions about her lifestyle, Greenham found out that she 
had little to do and told her: "That is the secret of your being so much tempted.  
Sister, if you are very busy, Satan may tempt you, but he will not easily prevail, 
and he will soon give up the attempt."  Idle Christians are not tempted of the 
devil so much as they tempt the devil to tempt them." 

  
• Accountability - When you're with other believers - you have accountability  

 
Q:  When did David fall into sin with Bathsheba? - When he let his army go 
off to war without him - he was alone on the rooftop - not having to be 
concerned with his public testimony 

 
Q: When did Elijah fall into self pity?  He left the crowds, left his servant (1 
Kings 19:3), and took off on his own in a state of panic. 

 
 3. When We're Physically And Emotionally Weak 
 

• 40 days without food  
• Jesus was so intense in his prayer He barely felt it –  
• But when those 40 days were up, then the stomach pangs hit hard 

   
C. What Does The Devil Aim For With His Temptation? 
 

1. The Temptation Of Independence (Matthew 4:3-4) 
 

Matthew 4:3-4 3Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of 
God, command that these stones become bread.” 4But He answered and said, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.’” 

 
• What's wrong with turning stone to bread? 
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• It's a test to get Jesus to act independently from God 
• The temptation follows the announcement by God the Father that Jesus is His Son 
• The devil is trying to separate this eternal fellowship by getting Jesus to act 

independently from His Father 
 
  a. The Devil's Temptation 
 

• The Devil’s Philosophy:  Man's greatest purpose is to satisfy one's physical 
desires. 
 

• R. C. Sproul:  “Jesus’ temptation was purely external.  He merely had to listen 
to Satan offer external incitements to sin without having to endure the inward 
struggle with evil desires.  Jesus had no inward evil desires.  But He did have 
an inward desire.  He was hungry.  He had a desire for food, which was not 
sinful.  Satan sought to entice Jesus to fulfill a legitimate desire by using 
illegitimate means.  Wanting bread would have been no sin, but turning the 
stone into bread would have been.  The suble ploy of Satan failed.  Jesus no 
doubt had a desire for food, but He had an even greater desire for 
obedience.”  (The Glory Of Christ, p. 80) 
 

• Is the bread wrong?  NO - the timing was & the place was 
• Is sex wrong?   Only when the timing and place is wrong 
• Is enjoyment and pleasure wrong?  NO - it's the timing and the source 

       
• The temptation becomes magnified because of Jesus’ hunger after 40 days of 

fasting 
 

• The Devil’s Plea:  If it was OK for God's people to be divinely fed while 
divinely led, it should be OK for the Son of God. 

 
• Fairbairn:  "The temptation was reasonable, too.  Israel had been divinely fed 

while divinely led.  What had been right to the people, need not be wrong to 
the Son of God." 
 

• Warren Wiersbe suggests that the devil was saying "God must not love you.  
If He did, He would take better care of you?" 

   
• Temptation:  Deny God's goodness and purpose 
• Test:  Trust in God's provision and timing / Faith 

   
• The Devil's Purpose:  To prevent absolute submission to God's will. 
 

• It was not God's time for Jesus to satisfy His hunger. 
 

• Alfred Edersheim: "The moral purpose - the grand moral purpose all that 
was of God - was absolute submission to the Will of God.  His Spirit had 
driven Him into that wilderness.  His circumstances were God-
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appointed;...And Jesus absolutely submitted to that Will of God by 
continuing in his present circumstances." 

 
• The Temptation’s Parallel:  The Lust of the Flesh 

 
1 John 2:16 "For all that is in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father, but is of the world." 

  
  b.   The Lord's Resistance 
 

• The Lord’s Response:  Deuteronomy 8:3 
 

Deuteronomy 8:3 3So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed 
you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that 
He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man 
lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
• The Lord’s Rationale:  Man's greatest purpose is obedience to God's will, 

not the gratification of the flesh. 
    

2. The Temptation Of Indulgence (Matthew 4:5-7) 
 

• Christ, being the Son of God, has incredible divine authority. 
• The devil tempted Christ to indulge in this authority out of the will of God. 
• First temptation - tested obedience and submission - Jesus responded in faith. 
• So devil's 2nd temptation, tested Jesus' faith 
• The devil took Jesus to Holy City (Jerusalem) - stood on the pinnacle of the temple 

(the extended roof of the center of worship) 
• Josephus, an early historian, said that the drop to the valley floor was around 450 

feet (45 stories or 1-1/2 football fields) 
 
  a. The Devil's Temptation 
 

• The Devil’s Philosophy:  Man needs to prove God before he can use God. 
 
• The Devil’s Plea:  If Jesus was the Son of God, God would protect Him. 

 
    - Devil misquotes Ps 91:11-12.  Twists Scripture. 
    - Devil omitted a phrase. 

- twist scripture for self serving purpose 
 

• The Devil’s Purpose:  To misuse God's power to serve oneself. 
• This event would be sensational - it would surely elevate Jesus. 

 
• The Temptation’s Parallel:  The Pride Of Life 

 
• this was a test of pride 
• Sensationalism vs. Servanthood 
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• Pride vs. Humility 
• External Show vs. Internal Faith 
• Immediate Acclaim vs. Longsuffering Glory 

 
 b.   The Lord's Resistance 
 

• The Lord’s Response:  Deuteronomy 6:16 
 

    Deuteronomy 6:16 16“You shall not tempt the Lord your God as you  
    tempted Him in Massah. 

 
• The Lord’s Rationale:  Testing God demonstrates a lack of faith. 
 

• Pentecost:  "Satan's implication was that Jesus, as a Son, had a right to 
put His Father to a test.  The one who puts another to a test is putting 
himself in a superior position.  For Christ to put God to a test would be for 
Him to abandon His dependence on God.  You test another because you 
do not have confidence in him.  If you have full confidence, no test is 
necessary."  (The Words And Works Of Jesus Christ) 

 
 3. The Temptation Of Idolatry (Matthew 4:8-11) 
 

Matthew 4:8-11 8Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and 
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to Him, “All 
these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to 
him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and 
Him only you shall serve.’ ” 11Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and 
ministered to Him. 

 
  a. The Devil's Temptation 
 

• The Devil’s Philosophy:  God's way is difficult, Satan's way is better. 
- Is there anything wrong with receiving the kingdom which will fully 
belong to Christ anyway? 
- The kingdom is promised to Christ , yet through the path of the cross. 
- Satan is thinking why go to the cross?  Just worship him and he give 
Jesus the Kingdom now. 

 
• The Devil’s Plea:  Why suffer to achieve a goal when there is an easier 

way? 
 

• The Devil’s Purpose:  Disobedience to God's will and Word diverts worship 
and submission from God. 

 
o “The third test has universal aspects, relating to the Abrahamic promises 

of worldwide blessing, fulfilled ultimately in Israel’s Messiah.  Satan 
offered Him this worldwide blessing apart from the Cross…The right 
apparently belonged to him (Satan) by virtue of his victory over humanity, 
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the rightful heir to creation, in Eden.” (S. Lewis Johnson, “The Temptation 
Of Christ”, Vital Christological Issues, p. 48) 

 
• The Temptation’s Parallel:  The Lust Of The Eyes 
 

  b.  The Lord's Resistance 
 

• The Lord’s Response:  Deuteronomy 6:13 
 

Deuteronomy 6:13 13You shall fear the Lord your God and serve Him, and 
shall take oaths in His name. 

 
• The Lord’s Rationale:  Only God is to be worshipped and obeyed. - To 

worship God is to also obey Him.ie/ Samuel in 1 Sam 15:22-23 "Has the 
Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 
of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat 
of rams." 

 
D. What Are The Results From Christ’s Temptation 
 (from Ryrie’s Basic Theology, p. 264) 
 

1. Sensitivity – He became sensitive to the pressure of testing.  He experienced it with 
emotions and powers we cannot understand. 

 
2. Example – He furnishes us an example of victory over the severest kinds of test. 

 
3. Understanding – He can offer sympathetic understanding to us when we are tested. 

 
4. Grace and Power – He…offers us grace to help in the time of need (Heb 4:16).  Only 

a God-Man High Priest can do both – sympathize because He was genuinely tested, and 
empower because He is God.” 

 
E. How Can We Combat Temptation 
 

1. Strengthen your moments of vulnerability through sobriety & vigilance.   
 
 1 Peter 5:8  "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour." 
 

2. Look for ways of escape. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:13  "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 
man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 
able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to 
bear it." 

 
  Can no longer give these excuses: 
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  a. No one understands what I’m going through 
 
  b. I couldn’t handle it 
 
  c. I was trapped 
 

3. Submit to God's will, resist the devil.   
 

James 4:7  "Therefore submit to God.  Resist the devil and he will flee from you." 
 

4. Arm yourself with God's Word for specific temptations. 
 

Psalm 119:11  "Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against 
You." 

 
 
Conclusion: 
 

• Wellum:  “Even though he was the sinless and spotless Son and thus unable to sin, his 
impeccability and the knowledge of it did not exempt him ‘from the sorrows and sufferings 
associated with normal human life.’ Jesus could be tempted to resist even good things, but 
instead, he set his mind to do his Father’s will in order to redeem us. Hallelujah! What a 
Savior!”  (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ, Kindle Locations 12468-12471) 
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