
Why We Have To Guard 
Our Churches

Jude 12-19
Say, Jude, Part 3



Defending The Faith

• Attacks against the Gospel
• Christ the only way vs. many ways
• Saved by Grace vs. Works (or grace + works)

• Attacks on the Person of Christ
• Deity and Humanity vs. neither, either or diluted
• death of Christ is substitutionary atonement vs. moral example (liberal & 

social gospel)

• Attacks on the Authority of Scripture
• Word of God vs. merely ancient literature
• Source of God’s moral law and righteousness vs. irrelevant historical book



Glossary

• Orthodoxy – Sound Doctrine (lit. “straight teaching”) 
(Titus 2:1)

• False Teaching – ”contrary to sound doctrine” (1 Tim 
1:10)

• Heresy – teaching contrary to the Scriptures (2 Pt 2:1)
• Apostasy – abandoning the teaching and faith in Christ 
(Jd 5; 2 Tim 3:8)



Defend – Assert Scripture’s truth against 
what is false.  The Gospel is at stake. 

• Jude 3 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to 
write to you about our common salvation, I found 
it necessary to write appealing to you to contend 
for the faith that was once for all delivered to 
the saints.



Discern – Make sure what is being taught 
aligns with Scripture.  Truth is at stake.

• Jude 4 4 For certain people have crept in 
unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the 
grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.



Delete – If we can’t correct the false teacher, we 
must identify and remove.  The Church is at stake. 

Jude identified:
• The history of apostasy (v. 5 Israel, v. 6 Angels, v. 7 
Sodom & Gomorrah) 

• The actions of apostasy (8-10 – dreaming, defiling, 
defying, denouncing, disregarding) 

• The motives of apostasy (11: Cain – independence, 
Balaam – greed, Korah – rebellion)



Jude 12-13

• 12 These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they 
feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding 
themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; 
fruitless trees in late autumn, twice 
dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up 
the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for 
whom the gloom of utter darkness has been 
reserved forever.



Jude 14-15

• 14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from 
Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with 
ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on 
all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of 
ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly 
way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him.”



Jude 16-19

• 16 These are grumblers, malcontents, following their 
own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, 
showing favoritism to gain advantage. 17 But you 
must remember, beloved, the predictions of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They said to you, 
“In the last time there will be scoffers, following 
their own ungodly passions.” 19 It is these who cause 
divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.



To Protect From Internal Destruction

Jude 12-13



Unloving Teachers Are Hidden Dangers 

• 12a These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as 
they feast with you without fear, shepherds 
feeding themselves; 



Unstable Teachers Are Governed By 
Emotions Over The Word 

• 12b waterless clouds, swept along by winds; 



Unfruitful Teachers Are Dead To Christ 

• 12c fruitless trees in late autumn, twice 
dead, uprooted;



Undisciplined Teachers Are Pollutants At 
Church 

• 13a wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam 
of their own shame; 



Unstable Teachers Lead Followers To 
Judgment 

• 13b wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter 
darkness has been reserved forever.



To Warn Of Impending Judgment

Jude 14-15



Judgment Is Warned 

• 14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh 
from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the 
Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones,



Judgment Is Warranted 

• 15 to execute judgment on all and to convict all 
the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that 
they have committed in such an ungodly way, and 
of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have 
spoken against him.”



To Safeguard Against Damaging Division

Jude 16-19



The Complainers Divide From The Grateful 

• 16a These are grumblers, malcontents, 



The Lustful Divide From The Obedient 

• 16b following their own sinful desires; 



The Boasters Divide From The Humble 

• 16c they are loud-mouthed boasters, 



Favoritism Divides Unity 

• 16d showing favoritism to gain advantage.



The Worldly Divide From The Spiritual 

• 17 But you must remember, beloved, the 
predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 18 They said to you, “In the last time 
there will be scoffers, following their own 
ungodly passions.” 19 It is these who cause 
divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.



Conclusion:

• Discern – Make sure what is being taught aligns 
with Scripture.  Truth is at stake. (Jude 4)

• Defend – Assert Scripture’s truth against what is 
false.  The Gospel is at stake. (3)

• Delete – If we can’t correct the false teacher, we 
must identify and remove.  The Church is at stake. 
(5-11)



Discussion:

• Which false teachings are currently a threat to 
our congregations?

• What should our attitude be towards false 
teachers?

• How should we deal with complainers at church?
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