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WHAT IS CHRIST DOING NOW? 
The Ascended Christ 

Savor The Savior, Session 14 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

• 4 great events in history are significant in the life and death of Jesus Christ.  3 of them 
international holidays, but the marking of Christ’s ascension has been forgotten by many in the 
church. 

o Christ’s Birth (Christmas) 
o Christ’s Death (Good Friday) 
o Christ’s Resurrection (Easter or Resurrection Day) 
o Christ’s Ascension (Ascension Day) 

 
• “Ascension Day is officially celebrated on a Thursday on the 40th day of Easter, or 39 days 

after Easter Sunday.”  https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/us/ascension-day 
o May 13, 2021 

 
• Philip Yancy:  “If Easter Sunday was the most exciting day of the disciples’ lives, for Jesus it 

was probably the day of Ascension.  He the Creator, who had descended so far and given up 
so much, was now heading home.  Like a soldier returning across the ocean from a long and 
bloody war.  Like an astronaut shedding his spacesuit to gulp in the familiar atmosphere of 
earth.  Home at last.”  (The Jesus I Never Knew, Zondervan, 1995, p. 226) 

 
I. The Ascension Of Christ To Glory 
 
A. The Prediction Of The Ascension 
 
 1. In The Old Testament 
 

Psalm 110 1A Psalm of David. The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I 
make Your enemies Your footstool.” 2The Lord shall send the rod of Your strength out 
of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your enemies! 3Your people shall be volunteers In the day 
of Your power; In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning, You have 
the dew of Your youth. 4The Lord has sworn And will not relent, “You are a priest 
forever According to the order of Melchizedek.” 5The Lord is at Your right hand; He shall 
execute kings in the day of His wrath. 6He shall judge among the nations, He shall fill 
the places with dead bodies, He shall execute the heads of many countries. 7He shall 
drink of the brook by the wayside; Therefore He shall lift up the head. 
   
• This glorious ascension was predicted in Psalm 110 
• Psalm 110 is the most frequently quoted OT passage in the NT 

 
2. In The New Testament 
 

John 16:7  It is to your advantage that I go away 



 2 

 
• Christ was preparing, in part, the disciples for His crucifixion 
• But was more intent on preparing His disciples for His ascension 

 
John 16:4-7  4 But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you 
may remember that I told them to you. “I did not say these things to you from the 
beginning, because I was with you.  5 But now I am going to him who sent me, 
and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. 
But if I go, I will send him to you.  

 
• Jesus is preparing the disciples for His ascension to heaven which will inaugurate the 

permanent ministry of the Holy Spirit in believers 
 
B.  The Event Of The Ascension 
 
 1. Christ Departed The Earth 

 
Mark 16:19 19So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into 
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. 
 
Luke 24:50-52 50And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands 
and blessed them. 51Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted 
from them and carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped Him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, 

 
• Christ spent 40 days on earth in His resurrection body 
• At the Ascension, Christ did not just mysteriously disappear, but made it a concrete 

farewell 
 

Q:  What is the significance of Christ making a distinctive ascension before His 
disciples? 

 
Q:  Why were the disciples joyful when Christ left them at the ascension as opposed to 

being depressed and despondent when Christ left Him at His death? 
 

• They saw Christ glorified 
• They saw where Christ was going 
• They now fully understood His teaching  

 
• Augustine:  “You ascended from before our eyes, and we turned back grieving, only 

to find you in our hearts.” 
 

Acts 1:9-11 9Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, 11who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? 
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This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like 
manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

 
• The Timing - after His resurrection, Christ was on earth for 40 days (Acts 1:3) 
• The Location – on Bethany side of the Mount of Olives (Acts 1:12; Lk 24:50) 
• The Means – gradual ascent on clouds (Acts 1:9) 
• The Preview – angels told the disciples that as Christ left, in the same manner He 

will return Acts 1:10-11) 
 
 2. Christ Entered Heaven  
 

The 3 heavens of the Bible:   
1)  atmosphere/sky 
2)  universe/space 
3)  abode of God 

 
Ephesians 4:10 10He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 
heavens, that He might fill all things.) 
 
Hebrews 4:14 14Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

 
• Lutzer:  “The arrival of Christ in heaven changed the character of heaven forever.  

This is the first time perfect humanity entered the presence of God.  He was the first 
man in heaven with a resurrected body….Never before had Christ been in heaven 
joined to a human body.  Never before had there been a man with nail prints at the 
center of the universe.  Christ had resided in heaven before, but not as the God-
man.”  (Christ Among Other gods, p. 149) 

 
 3. Christ Returned To His Glorious State 
 

John 17:5 5And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which 
I had with You before the world was. 

  
 4. Christ Was Exalted To The Right Hand Of God 

 
• The right hand seat is a place of exclusive honor  

 
• Witmer:  “In the ancient world the seat at the right hand of a monarch was the 

place of honor.  It was given to a victorious general or to a wise and faithful 
counselor.”  (p. 119) 

 
Psalm 110:1 1A Psalm of David. The Lord said to my Lord,“Sit at My right hand, Till I 
make Your enemies Your footstool.” 
 
Acts 2:33 33Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see 
and hear. 



 4 

 
Hebrews 1:3 3who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

  
Acts 7:55-56 55But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, 56and said, “Look! I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 
name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Revelation 3:21  The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, 
as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 

 
• Tony Evans describes the benefit to us as believers of Jesus being exalted to the 

right hand of God:  “Jesus is unlike any man because He is God, and He is unlike the 
other members of the Godhead because He is man. Humanity now resides in 
heaven because Jesus Christ, in His glorified human body, is seated in the place of 
absolute honor, recognition, and authority at the right hand of God the Father. 

 
“In other words, because Jesus the God-man ascended into heaven, you and I as 
redeemed human beings will be able to go to heaven too! 
 
“Why is this so important to understand? Because when the Bible tells us that Jesus 
is sitting in the place of authority in heaven, the Word is telling us that finally, we 
have a Man who did what the first man Adam failed to do, which is rule righteously.”  
(Who Is This King Of Glory, p. 107) 

 
C. The Significance Of The Ascension 

 
• The Ascension Demonstrates Christ’s Accomplishment Of His Purpose 
 
• F.B. Meyer:  The ascension “set an eternal seal upon the victory won in the mystery and 

darkness of the descent.” 
 

• Augustine:  “For unless the Savior had ascended to heaven, his nativity would have come 
to nothing….His passion would have borne no fruit for us and His most holy resurrection 
would have been useless.” 

 
1. The Ascension Marks The End Of Christ’s Humiliation 

• The kenosis is over 
• His servanthood is over 

 
Philippians 2:5-8  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being 
in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself 
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of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 
the point of death, even the death of the cross.” 

 
• Charles Ryrie notes:  “The Ascension marked the end of the period of Christ’s 

humiliation and His entrance into the state of exaltation. Even the forty days 
between His resurrection and His ascension involved some limitation as, for 
example, with respect to showing His glory. Notice that His post-resurrection, pre-
ascension appearances did not startle the disciples as far as the appearance of His 
resurrection body was concerned. But the post-ascension appearance of Christ to 
John described in Revelation 1 must have shown His glory much more vividly.  The 
Ascension having taken place, Christ then was ready to begin other ministries in 
behalf of His own and of the world.”  (Basic Theology, p. 312) 

 
Philippians 2:9-11 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
2. The Ascension Marks The Restoration Of Christ’s Glory 
 

John 17:5  And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had 
with you before the world existed. 

 
3. The Ascension Demonstrates That The Work Of Redemption Is Complete 

 
John 4:34  Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
accomplish his work. 

 
John 17:4  I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to 
do 

 
John 19:30  “It is finished” 

 
Hebrews 10:12-14  12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies 
should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected for 
all time those who are being sanctified. 

 
Hebrews 12:2  looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 

 
4. The Ascension Provides An Advocate For Man At The Father’s Right Hand 

 
1 John 2:1 1My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And 
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
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Hebrews 9:24 24For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which 
are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for 
us; 
 

5. The Ascension Guarantees The Permanent Indwelling Of The Holy Spirit For 
Believers 

 
John 16:5-7 5“But now I go away to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, 
‘Where are You going?’ 6But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled 
your heart. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for 
if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to 
you. 

 
• Christ’s ascension signals the residency of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the believers 
• Jesus taught the believers for 40 days after His resurrection 
• But the ascension of Christ  

 
Q:  Why is it to our advantage? 
 
• If Jesus was here at your local church, you would have to stand in line to personally 

talk to Him and then He wouldn’t have enough time here because He would have to 
go to the next church 

 
a. Christ Gave Individual Access, The Holy Spirit Gives Indwelling Access  
 

• The disciples could only get Jesus when He was available – that would be for 
a little while longer 

• The HS indwells us permanently 
• More people get direct knowledge of Christ through HS (John 15:26) 
 

b. Instead Of A Localized Group Of Disciples In Proximity Of The Physical 
Christ, We Become A World-wide Representative Of Christ Through The 
Holy Spirit Empowering Every Believer  

 
Acts 1:8  “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 
and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the end of the earth.” 

 
• “Without the Spirit of God we can do nothing.  We are as ships without wind 

or chariots without steeds.  Like branches without sap, we are withered.  Like 
coals without fire, we are useless.”  (Charles Spurgeon) 

 
• “The Holy Spirit is still greater today than all our shortcomings and failures.  

He has come to free us from the restraints and complexes of insufficient 
talent, intelligence, or upbringing.  He intends to do through us what only he 
can do.  The issue is not our ability but rather our availability to the person of 
the Holy Spirit.”  (Jim Cymbala, Fresh Power, p. 45) 
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6. The Ascension Distributes Spiritual Gifts To Believers 
 

Ephesians 4:7-8 7But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift. 8Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, 
And gave gifts to men.” 

 
 7. The Ascension Assures That We Will Be Reunited With Him At The Rapture 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always 
be with the Lord. 
 
• We can’t join Him unless He’s already up there 

 
• Oswald Chambers:  “At His Ascension our Lord entered Heaven, and He keeps the 

door open for humanity to enter.” 
 

8. The Ascension Comforts Us With The Fact That Christ Is Preparing Our Place 
With Him In Heaven 

 
John 14:2-3 2In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 
  

 9. The Ascension Does Not Merely Place Christ In Heaven, But He Is Everywhere 
 

Ephesians 4:10 10He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 
heavens, that He might fill all things.) 

 
10. The Ascension Inaugurated Christ As The Head Of The Church  

 
Ephesians 1:20-23  20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in 
this age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave 
him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 

 
 11. The Ascension Ensures Triumph Over All Enemies 
 

Ephesians 1:21-22  21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 

 
Acts 2:34-35 34“For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The 
Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’ 
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 12. The Ascension Magnifies Christ’s Earthly Ministry Through The Church 
 

John 14:19-20 19“A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will 
see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20At that day you will know that I am in My 
Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 
 
John 16:16-22 16“A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and 
you will see Me, because I go to the Father.” 17Then some of His disciples said among 
themselves, “What is this that He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; 
and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” 18They 
said therefore, “What is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is 
saying.” 19Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and He said to them, “Are you 
inquiring among yourselves about what I said, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; 
and again a little while, and you will see Me’? 20Most assuredly, I say to you that you 
will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your 
sorrow will be turned into joy. 21A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her 
hour has come; but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer 
remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. 
22Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, 
and your joy no one will take from you. 
 
Acts 1:8 8But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth.” 

 
• Philip Yancey:  “The church is where God lives.  What Jesus brought to a few – 

healing grace, the good-news message of God’s love – the church can now bring to 
all.  That was the challenge, or Great Commission, that Jesus gave just before 
vanishing from the numbed disciples sight.  ‘Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies,’ he had explained earlier, ‘it remains only a single seed.  But if it 
dies, it produces many seeds.’  Propagation by the dandelion method.”  (The Jesus I 
Never Knew, p. 228)   

 
13. The Ascension Begins Christ’s Ministry As The Heavenly High Priest 

 
Hebrews 4:14  14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens [the ascension], Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then 
with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need. 

 
14. The Ascension Reminds Believers To Expect His Return To Be The Same Way 

He Departed 
 

Acts 1:11  and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This 
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” 



 9 

II. The Offices Of Christ 
 
A. The Significance Of Christ’s Three Offices 
 

1. In His Three Offices, Christ Fulfilled The Promise As The Anointed One 
 

John 4:25-26  25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who 
speak to you am he.” 
 
Acts 8:5  Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 

 
• “Christ” = “Anointed”, Gr. Christos, Heb. Messiach 

o “The One who has to come” 
 

• In the Old Testament, to be anointed with oil was symbolic of being empowered by 
the Holy Spirit 

 
Isaiah 61:1-2  1 The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to 
those who are bound; 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn 

 
2. In His Three Offices, Christ Provided Salvation To Man 
 

• As a Prophet, Christ communicated to the sinner the need for a Savior 
• As a Priest, Christ offered the ultimate sacrifice for the world’s sin – Himself 

o He mediated reconciliation between God and man 
• As a King, Christ rules with perfect righteousness having taken care of the problem 

of sin 
 

• Anthony Carter:  “Christ has secured our freedom because, in the shedding of His 
blood, He operated in the divinely ordained munus triplex, the threefold office of 
Prophet, Priest, and King. This is why He is called ‘the faithful witness’ (as Prophet); 
‘the firstborn of the dead’ (as Priest); and ‘the ruler of kings on earth’ (as King) in 
Revelation 1:5. In the threefold office of Christ, we are granted our freedom 
from sin.”  (“Jesus Christ: Prophet, Priest And King,” 
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/jesus-christ-our-prophet-priest-and-king/) 

 
3. In His Three Offices, Christ Redeemed What Man Failed To Do 

 
Role Intent For Man Fulfilled By Christ Reinstated Through Christ 
Prophet speak about and to God represent God as God witnesses of Christ 
Priest • offer sacrifice of praise 

• freely pray to God 
• offered ultimate sacrifice 
• continually prays 

• royal priesthood (1 Pet 2:9) 
• living sacrifice (Rom 12:1-2) 

King dominion over creation dominion over all will rule with Christ 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Revelation%201.5
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• These 3 titles of Prophet, Priest & King are used way back in history (Eusebius, 260-
340 AD, Ecclesiastical History, I, iii, 8-9) 

• They are fitting for the Messiah who is the “Anointed One” because the following 
roles are inaugurated by anointing:  Prophets (1 Kings 19:16, Isa 61:1); Priests 
(Exodus 30:30; 40:13); Kings (1 Samuel 10:1; 15:1; 1 Kings 19:15-16) 

• These 3 roles fulfill in Christ what man failed to do as originally intended by God 
 
• Wayne Grudem:  “In the Garden of Eden, Adam was a ‘prophet’ in that he had true 

knowledge of God, and always spoke truthfully about God and about his creation.  
He was a “priest” in that he was able freely and openly to offer prayer and praise to 
God.  There was no need of a sacrifice to pay for sins, but in another sense of 
sacrifice Adam and Eve’s work would have been offered to God in gratitude and 
thanksgiving, and so would have been a ‘sacrifice’ of another sort (cf. Heb 13;15).  
Adam and Eve were also ‘kings’ (or king and queen) in the sense of having been 
given dominion and rule over the creation (Gen 1:26-28).  When sin entered into the 
world…The nobility of man as God had created him – to be a true prophet, priest, 
and king – was lot through sin.” 
“When Christ came, we saw for the first time the fulfillment of these three roles, 
since he was the perfect prophet, who most fully declared God’s words to us, the 
perfect high priest, who offered the supreme sacrifice for sins and who brought his 
people near to God, and the true and righteous king of the universe, who will reign 
forever with a scepter of righteousness over the new heavens and new earth.” 
(Systematic Theology, p. 629) 

 
B. The Distinctives Of Christ’s Three Offices 
 

1. His Speaking Position:  Prophet 
 

 a. His Recognition As A Prophet 
 

• Christ is called a Prophet (Jn 6:14; 7:40) 
• He never directly called Himself a prophet, though He implied it – in His 

“home town and in his own house is a prophet without honor” (Mt 13:57) 
• He was recognized as a prophet (Mt 21:11,46; Mk 6:15; Lk 7:16; 24:19; Jn 

4:19; 7:40; 9:17) 
 

Deuteronomy 18:15 15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like 
me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 
 
Matthew 16:14 14So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
 
Luke 7:16 16Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet has risen up among us”; and, “God has visited His people.” 
 
John 4:19 19The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 

    
 b. His Role As A Prophet 
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1) As The Word, He Communicates God In The Flesh (Jn 1:1,14; 14:9; 

Heb 1:1-2; 1 Jn 1:1; Rev 19:3) 
 

• He Proclaimed The Person Of God By Being The Divine Logos (Word) 
 

John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.” 

 
John 1:14 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

 
 John 14:9  “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” 
 

Hebrews 1:1-2  “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke 
in time past to the fathers by prophets, has in these last days spoken to 
us by His Son.” 

   
1 John 1:1 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— 
 
Revelation 19:13 13He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God. 

 
• As a “word” reveals my inner thoughts, Christ as “The Word” (Logos) 

reveals the Invisible God 
  

• The Word About “The Word” 
• Words express our inner thoughts to others 
• Logos = picture of the eternal, preexistent God 
• Ancient Jews would replace the word “God” with the phrase Word of 

God in the Jewish Targums (paraphrases) 
• Philo (25AD) – Jewish philosopher, influenced by Gnosticism – dualism 

– spirit is good, matter is evil – used the term logos as the mediating 
principle between material and immaterial (connection between God & 
man) 

• Greek view of logos  “The Greek word logos, which was in common 
usage, refers both to a concept, idea, or inward thought and to the 
verbal expression, spoken or written, that gives expression to that idea 
and communicates or reveals it to others.  The inward thought remains 
invisible and unknowable until it is expressed audibly or visibly in a 
word (logos).”  (John Witmer – Immanuel, p. 2) 

• Familiar term for Jews & Greeks 
• But Apostle John gave a new definition to the word Logos, higher than 

anyone has given it before 
• Not a personification, but the Person of God Himself 
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• Biology, Geology, Theology  
• John Walvoord:  “As the Logos of John, Christ was eternally the source 

of knowledge, truth, wisdom and light.  When He became incarnate, 
He became a declaration in human flesh of what God is (John 1:4-
18).”  (Jesus Christ Our Lord, Moody Press, 1969, p. 136) 

 
• His very being or essence is communicative 

 
• Jesus being the “Word” is central to His essence of communicating 

God to man 
 

2) As The Ultimate Prophet, He Fulfills What Old Testament 
Prophets Pointed To (Heb 1:2; Lk 24:25-27) 

Hebrews 1:2  As in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He 
has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;  

Luke 24:25-27  25Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of 
heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26Ought not the 
Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27And 
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself.  

• There are 129 prophecies in the Old Testament about Christ 
• There are 329 prophecies in the OT & NT concerning Christ’s 2nd 

Coming 
 

3) As The Savior Prophet, He Points To Himself As The Hope Of 
Salvation 

 
• The Old Testament prophet called people (Israel & Gentiles) to: 

o Repent of their sin (Isa 1:4,18) 
o Receive God’s forgiveness (Isa 40:1-2) 

 
• Christ the Prophet 

 
o He came for our sin (Mt 1:21) 

 
Matthew 1:21  She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

 
o communicated the need for repentance and faith (Mk 1:15) 

 
Mark 1:15  “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 
o communicated divine forgiveness of sin (Col 1:14) 
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Colossians 1:14  in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 

 
4) As The Divine Teacher (Rabbi), His Teaching Is Authoritative (Mt 

5-7; 24-25; Jn 13-16) 
 
• He Proclaimed The Word Of God By Preaching With Divine Authority 

 
• Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) 
• Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25) 
• Upper Room Discourse (John 13-16) 

 
5) As The All-Knowing Prophet, He Proclaimed God’s Future Events 

(Mt 24:2; 26:21; 16:21) 
 

• False prophets were stoned to death (Dt 13:5,10) and Christ’s 
prophesies authenticated His role as prophet 

  
ie/  Jean Dixon, Edgar Cayce, Nostradamus, National Enquirer’s New 
Year Predictions and the person that writes the horoscope in your 
newspaper – they would all be stoned to death at their first missed 
prophecy 

 
• A genuine prophet of God would be absolutely perfect – because our 

God is absolutely perfect 
 

Matthew 24:2  “And Jesus said to them, ‘Do you not see all these 
things?  Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon 
another, that shall not be thrown down.”  

 
o This prophecy was fulfilled in AD70 when Titus, the Roman 

general, destroyed Jerusalem and its temple 
 

Matthew 26:21  “Now as they were eating, He said, ‘Assuredly, I say to 
you, one of you will betray Me.” 

 
Matthew 16:21  “From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples 
that He must to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.” 

  
• He’s our source of truth 

o Postmodern message – truth is relative 
o Where is our source of truth? – it’s not our politicians or media 

• He’s our voice of hope 
• He’s our communicator of salvation  
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2. His Sanctifying Position:  Priest 
 

a. Christ Is Supremely Qualified Over Any Earthly Priest 
 

  1) He Is The Appointed Anointed (Heb 5:1,4,10) 
 

• Priests in the OT were not voted in by popular vote, but were 
appointed by God 

 
Hebrews 5:1,4,10  1For every high priest taken from among men is 
appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both 
gifts and sacrifices for sins … 4And no man takes this honor to himself, but 
he who is called by God, just as Aaron was … 10called by God as High 
Priest “according to the order of Melchizedek,” 

 
   2) He Is Wholly Holy 
 

Hebrews 7:26 26For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than 
the heavens; 

 
  b. Christ Is Superior Than Any Earthly Priest 
 
   1) The Aaronic Priest 
 

• An Aaronic priest was chosen by God and was required to fulfill special 
qualifications (Lev 21; Heb 5:1-7) 

• They represented the people of God 
• They performed repeated sacrifices that effectively lasted a year 

 
   2) The Melchizedekan Priest 
 

• Melchizedek was both a king and priest with no genealogical record 
(Gen 14:18-20) 

 
Genesis 14:18-20 18Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out 
bread and wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19And he blessed 
him and said: “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of 
heaven and earth; 20And blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered 
your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tithe of all. 

 
• Aaronic priesthood was perpetuated by genealogical succession 
• Similarly, because Christ is eternal, He has no genealogy as God & 

priest 
 

• Charles Ryrie gives the features of the Melchizedekan priesthood:  
(Basic Theology, p. 258) 
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“1) It was a royal priesthood.  Melchizedek was a king as well as 
a priest.  The uniting of these two functions was unknown 
among Aaronic priests, though predicted of Christ in Zechariah 
6:13. 

2) It was unrelated to ancestry.  ‘Without father, without 
mother’ does not mean that Melchizedek did not have parents, 
nor that he was not born or did not die, but only that the 
Scriptures contain no record of these events so that he might be 
more perfectly likened to Christ.  Aaronic priests depended on 
their ancestry to qualify.   

3) It was timeless, having no recorded beginning or ending 
so Melchizedek might again be more like the Lord who is a 
Priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

4) It was superior to the Aaronic order.  Abraham, out of 
whom came the Aaronic order, acknowledged the superiority of 
Melchizedek when he gave tithes of the spoils of the war to him 
(Gen 14:20).  Levi, though unborn, and all the priests that came 
from him were involved in this act which demonstrated the 
superiority of Melchizedek.” 

 
   3) The Messianic Priest In Similarity To The Melchizedekan Priest 
 
    a) Christ Is A Royal Priest 
 

Hebrews 7:1 1For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the 
Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of 
the kings and blessed him, 

 
• As a King supplies his troops in battle, and Melchizedek fed the 

troops of Abraham 
• Likewise, the King Priest Christ refreshes us and sustains us for 

battle 
• Because Christ is the ROYAL priest – He has no competition and 

delights in providing for all our needs 
 
    b) Christ Is Not An Inherited Priest 
 

Hebrews 7:3 3without father, without mother, without genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the 
Son of God, remains a priest continually. 

 
• Some think Melchizedek was the preincarnate Christ, but he was 

just an analogy – a real person without a recorded lineage who 
was both a king and a priest during a peaceful time 

 
Hebrews 7:14-16 14For it is evident that our Lord arose from 
Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. 
15And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, 
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there arises another priest 16who has come, not according to the 
law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an 
endless life. 
 
• This is a temporal law that passed on priesthood through 

inheritance 
 

c) Christ Is An Eternal Priest 
 

Hebrews 5:6 6As He also says in another place: “You are a priest 
forever According to the order of Melchizedek”; 
 
Hebrews 7:23-24 23Also there were many priests, because they 
were prevented by death from continuing. 24But He, because He 
continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood. 

 
• “unchangeable” = Gr. aparabaton 

 
   d) Christ Is A Peaceful Priest 
 

Hebrews 7:2 2to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first 
being translated “king of righteousness,” and then also king of 
Salem, meaning “king of peace,” 
 
Hebrews 7:25 25Therefore He is also able to save to the 
uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always 
lives to make intercession for them. 

 
   e) Christ Is A Superior Priest 
   

Hebrews 7:22 22by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a 
better covenant. 
 
• “surety” – down payment, guarantee 
• New Covenant – ultimate sacrifice of Christ 

 
Hebrews 7:26-28 26For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who 
is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has 
become higher than the heavens; 27who does not need daily, as 
those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and 
then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered 
up Himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests men who have 
weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, 
appoints the Son who has been perfected forever. 

 
 3. His Priestly Duties 
 
  a. Christ Our High Priest Gave Us A Completed Sacrifice 
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  1) Christ’s Atonement Is Once And For All (Heb 7:27, 9:12, 25-26; 10:12) 
  2) Christ’s Is The Perfect Priest To Offer The Sacrifice (Heb 7:26-27) 

3) Christ’s Atonement Removes Our Sins Permanently (Heb 9:26; 10:14,18; 
1 Jn 3:5) 

 
  b.  Christ Our High Priest Continuously Represents Us Before God 
 

• A priest is a representative to God on behalf of man 
• Christ as Priest represents us before God 

 
Hebrews 9:24 24For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
presence of God for us; 
 
Hebrews 6:19-20 19This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, 20where the forerunner 
has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest forever according to 
the order of Melchizedek. 

 
1 Timothy 2:5  “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus.” 

 
1 John 2:1  “My dear children, I write this to you so that you sill not sin.  But if 
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus 
Christ the Righteous One.”  (NIV) 

 
• God entered God’s presence as a forerunner for us 
• OT Jews could never enter the Holy Place of the temple – except for the High 

Priest once a year (Yom Kippor) 
• But through Christ, we can come into His presence 

o ie/  your doctor isn’t always available – only when he/she is on call or 
make appointment – Jesus is always on call 

o ie/  your attorney has regular hours and charges on the quarter hour – 
Christ is freely available 24 hours, 7 days a week 

 
 c. Christ Our High Priest Prays For Us Ceaselessly 

 
Hebrews 7:24-25 24But He, because He continues forever, has an 
unchangeable priesthood. 25Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost 
those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make 
intercession for them. 
 
Romans 8:34 34Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and 
furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 
intercession for us. 
 
Q:  Is Christ actually praying and petitioning before God for us or is Christ  
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o “intercession” = Gr. Entygchano 
o this word clearly relates one who is making specific petitions and requests 

    - Acts 25:24 – Jewish people petitioned Festus 
    - Romans 11:2 – Elijah pleads with God against Israel 
 

Q:  How does this truth about Christ’s intercession relate to the Catholic view of 
prayer to Mary? 

 
o Witmer:  “The accessibility of our Lord Jesus as the Christian’s Intercessor 

and the constancy of His intercession for believers with God the Father make 
the use of the Virgin Mary as well as a galaxy of saints not only unnecessary 
but actually an affront to the Lord and His ministry.”  (Immanuel, p. 133) 

 
  d. A Crucial Advocacy 
 

1 Timothy 2:5 5For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus, 

 
1 John 2:1  “My dear children, I write this to you so that you sill not sin.  But if 
anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense – Jesus 
Christ the Righteous One.”  (NIV) 

 
In Christ, Our High Priest, … 

• We have a Substitute Sacrifice as an offering for our sins 
• We have a Permanent Intercessor praying for us directly 
• We have a Role Model for us as Royal Priests (1 Pet 2:9) 

 
C. His Sovereign Position:  King 
 

• As a Prophet, Christ communicated to the sinner the need for a Savior 
• As a Priest, Christ offered the ultimate sacrifice for the world’s sin – Himself 

o He mediated reconciliation between God and man 
• As a King, Christ rules with perfect righteousness having taken care of the problem of sin 

 
• In the Old Testament, Israel saw the Messiah as their anticipated King 
• The ancient rabbis often referred to Him as “King Messiah”. 

 
1. The Uniqueness Of Christ The King 
 

a. He Is No Mere Mortal, But The Great God 
 

Luke 1:31-32 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a 
Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son 
of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 

 
b. He Is Not A Termed Politician, But The Eternal King 
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Luke 1:33 33And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end.” 

 
c. He Is Not A Random Official, But The Specific Fulfillment Of Prophecy 
 

Psalm 2:6 6“Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.” 
 
Jeremiah 23:5 5“Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord, “That I will raise 
to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And execute 
judgment and righteousness in the earth. 

 
• Num 24:17 – our of Jacob, the scepter will rise out of Israel 
• Isa 9:7 – He will sit on David’s throne 
• Dan 7:13-14 – He will come in the clouds to reign His people 
 
Matthew 2:2 2saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For 
we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” 
 
John 18:37  “Pilate therefore said to Him, ‘Are You a king then?’  Jesus 
answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a king.  For this cause I was born, and for 
this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth.  
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.’” 

 
  d. His Reign Is Total, Not Merely Political 
 

John 18:36 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom 
were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.” 

 
e. His Purpose Is To Testify Of The Truth, Not Merely Be A Figurehead 

 
John 18:37 37Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus 
answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for 
this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 

  
  f. His Future Is To Rule The Earth In The Line Of David 
 

2. The Hope In Christ The King 
 

a. When Our Government Fails In Morality And Righteousness, Christ Will 
Rule With Perfect Justice 

 
Isaiah 9:7 7Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, 
upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with 
judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this. 
 



 20 

Isaiah 11:4-5 4But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of 
His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, and faithfulness the belt of His 
waist.  

Isaiah 32:1 1Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and princes will rule 
with justice.  

Isaiah 33:5 5The Lord is exalted, for He dwells on high; He has filled Zion with 
justice and righteousness.  

Psalm 72:1-4 1Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your 
righteousness to the king’s Son. 2He will judge Your people with 
righteousness, And Your poor with justice. 3The mountains will bring peace to 
the people, and the little hills, by righteousness. 4He will bring justice to the 
poor of the people; He will save the children of the needy, and will break in 
pieces the oppressor.  

• If there was no ultimate judgment or God, Hitler gets away with it  
• Ie/  You’ve been victimized.  My credit card was duplicated – probably thanks 

to Target.  Will these guys get caught?  There will be justice one day. 
 

• But not only will the people who hurt us get justice.  So will we. 
• Are we prepared to have our life reviewed by God and receive punishment for 

our sins? 
• Judgment for sin is an eternity in hell 

 
b. When We Wonder Why Our King Allows Tragedy In Our Life, We 

Remember That Christ Is Our King Beyond This World 
 

John 18:36  “Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world.  If My kingdom 
were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.’” 
 

c. While The World Rejects The Person Of Christ, Christ Will Be Coming 
Back 

 
• Ps 2 – counsel of kings plot to know God off throne, laugh in derision, God 

set His King (Christ) on the throne 
 

Psalm 2:1-6 Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 2 The kings 
of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the 
Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast 
away their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds 
them in derision. 5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in 
his fury, saying, 6 “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
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1) Mary Received The Announcement That Christ Would Be The King 
In The Line Of David 

 
Luke 1:32-33 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 
33And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom 
there will be no end.” 

 
2) Israel Rejected His Kingship 

 
Matthew 2:2 2saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship 
Him.” 
 
Matthew 27:11 11Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the 
governor asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to 
him, “It is as you say.” 
 
Matthew 8:4 4And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go 
your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, as a testimony to them.” 
 
Matthew 13:53-58 53Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished 
these parables, that He departed from there. 54When He had come to His 
own country, He taught them in their synagogue, so that they were 
astonished and said, “Where did this Man get this wisdom and these 
mighty works? 55Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called 
Mary? And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56And His 
sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did this Man get all these 
things?” 57So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, “A 
prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own 
house.” 58Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their 
unbelief. 
 
John 12:13 13took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, 
and cried out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’ The King of Israel!” 

 
3) Because The King Was Rejected, The Reality Of The Davidic 

Kingdom Has Been Postponed 
 

• Note that Christ is never called King of the Church, though He is our 
King 

 
• Michael Vlach writes:  “Does Jesus’ resurrection and ascension mean 

He is currently reigning from David’s throne either in a full Davidic 
reign or an ‘already/not yet’ reign?  If so, is David’s throne no longer 
an earthly throne but a throne in heaven?  We do not think so.  The 
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preferred view is that the resurrection and ascension of Jesus means 
that Jesus currently shares all authority and power with the Father at 
the Father’s right hand, but the Davidic/Messianic reign awaits Jesus’ 
second coming to earth.  Or to put it another way: 

o It is not: The resurrection and ascension means Jesus’ 
Davidic/Messianic reign is inaugurated or entirely fulfilled from 
heaven. 

o Instead, it is: The resurrection and ascension means Jesus 
shares the throne of deity at the right hand of the Father in 
heaven and is exalted as Messiah, but the Davidic/Messianic 
reign on earth comes with Jesus’ return.” 

(He Will Reign Forever: A Biblical Theology of the Kingdom of God, 
Lampion Press, 2017, pp. 410-411) 

 
Revelation 3:21 The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me 
on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his 
throne. 

 
• “When Jesus gives this promise in the 90s A.D., He currently was at 

the right hand of the Father.  As He assesses His current situation, He 
refers to His place as being on the Father’s throne.  But when He 
projects to the future He speaks of ‘My throne,’ a throne He will share 
with His followers in the future.  The fact that Jesus speaks of the 
Father’s throne and then His own throne shows these are two different 
thrones that occur at different times.  Jesus’ throne is the 
Messianic/Davidic throne, a throne He will assume when He returns.”  
(ibid, p. 411) 
 

Matthew 19:28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new 
world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you 
who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

 
• Also, “Jesus places His throne and kingdom reign in the future beyond 

His resurrection and ascension.” (ibid) 
 

• “Since the renewal of the cosmos and the restoration of Israel are still 
future, so too must Jesus’ sitting on His glorious throne.” (ibid, p. 412) 

 
Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
 
Acts 1:6-7 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will 
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own 
authority. 

 
• The restored Kingdom of Israel is still r 
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  4) Christ Will Assume His Throne In The Future Millennium 
 

Matthew 25:31 31“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 
 
Revelation 19:16 16And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name 
written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
 
Revelation 20:4 4And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 
judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had 
been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who 
had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark 
on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with 
Christ for a thousand years. 

Zechariah 14:4 4And in that day His feet will stand on the Mount of 
Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount of Olives shall 
be split in two, from east to west, making a very large valley; half of the 
mountain shall move toward the north and half of it toward the south.  

Isaiah 33:17 17Your eyes will see the King in His beauty; They will see 
the land that is very far off.  

 3. Our Response To Christ As King 
 

a. Believe In Jesus Christ As Our Savior 
 

Luke 1:46-48  And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit 
rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his 
servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
 

b. Obey Jesus Christ As Our Lord 
 

Genesis 49:10  “The sceptor shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience of the 
people” 

 
c. Worship The Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Matthew 2:1-2  1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.” 
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Conclusion: 
• Savonarola was a famous preacher in Florence who predicted great judgment if the city would not 

repent 
• He attacked the corruption and immorality through fiery preaching and censorship 
• During a carnival in 1496, he coordinated the “bonfire of the vanities” where repentant individuals 

brought their gambling paraphernalia, immoral literature and cosmetics to be burned 
• He preached hard against the papacy which led to his excommunication and execution 
• Though condemned to death, his spirit did not let up 
• Right before his death he said:  “He who believes that Christ rules above, need not fear what 

happens below. 


