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DID JESUS EXIST BEFORE HIS BIRTH? 
Savor the Savior, Session 2 

 
 
Opening Discussion: 
 
1. What does it mean that Christ is eternal? 
 
2. What do each of the statements about Christ in Isaiah 9:6 say about Him? 

● For unto us a Child is born 
● unto us a Son is given 
● Mighty God 
● Everlasting Father 

 
3. How does John 1:1-2 teach the eternality of Christ? 
 
4. What does Jesus mean when He calls Himself the “I AM”? (Jn 8:56-59)  How did people 

respond when Jesus called Himself “I AM”?  Why?  How does this reflect the way people 
respond to Christ today? 

 
5. What does it mean to your spiritual walk that Christ is Eternal? 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
1. How do we know that Jesus is God? 
 

● Christ bears the attributes, names, authority and activities of God.   
 

● Gregg Allison:  “His deity is demonstrated by his own claims supported by his divine 
attributes and miraculous activities. His humanity is demonstrated by the virgin birth and 
his human attributes, activities, relationships, trials, and temptations.” (Historical Theology: 
An Introduction to Christian Doctrine, p. 365, Zondervan, Kindle Edition, 2011-04-19). 
 

● No human can resemble God.  Jesus did, so He must be God. 
● Today, we will look at a few of His Divine Attributes:  Eternality, Pre-Existence and Self-

Existence. 
 
2. Before they were stars… 

● Michael Jordan cut from his HS basketball team 
● Ronald Reagan was an actor before he became President 
● Tom Selleck, of Magnum P.I., was turned down on the Dating Game three times 

 
3. Before South San Francisco was the Industrial City, it was pasture land for the Swift Meat 

Company.  Foster City was a swamp and landfill called Brewer Island. 
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4. People don’t frequently ask what someone was before they were born, and we won’t get too 
much into this.  This is a question that only applies to Christ. 
● What was Christ before He was born? 
● What was He doing before He was born? 
● How is this possible? 

 
5. The Bible teaches Christ’s eternality and pre-existence. 

● The Bible teaches that Christ was pre-existent (that He was before He was born) 
● Similarly, but more significantly, the Bible teaches that Christ is eternal (He always 

existed) 
● These terms are important to define. 
 
● Arianism taught that Christ was pre-existent, but not eternal 

 
o Gregg Allison: “Tragically, other heresies in the early church denied the full deity of 

the Son, including the particularly widespread Arianism, named for its founder. Arius 
believed that God, being one and only one, could never share his being with anyone 
or anything else. To do so would mean there are two gods, but by definition God is 
absolutely unique. Moreover, this eternal and unbegotten God created a Son; thus, 
the Son is a created being: ‘[ God] begat an only-begotten Son before eternal 
times…. He made him exist at his own will, unalterable and unchangeable.  He was 
a perfect creature of God, but not as one of the creatures; he was a perfect 
offspring, but not as one of things begotten…. At the will of God, he was created 
before times and before ages, and gaining life and being from the Father.’ 
Furthermore, God created the entire universe and all that is in it through the Son. 
Therefore, ‘We consider that the Son has this prerogative [to be called ‘Son’] over 
others, and therefore is called Only-begotten, because he alone was brought into 
existence by God alone, and all other things were created by God through the Son.’ 
Despite granting the Son this uniqueness, Arius maintained that the Son is 
nonetheless a created being.” (Historical Theology: An Introduction to Christian 
Doctrine, pp. 368-369, Zondervan, Kindle Edition, 2011-04-19) 

 
● The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Christ was pre-existent, but not eternal 

 
o Their “pre-existent Jesus” was created first as Michael the Archangel 
o Then Michael the Archangel transformed to Jesus of Nazareth, a man 

▪ When Jesus was conceived, Michael ceased to exist and this angel’s “life 
force” went into the womb of Mary 

▪ Some alternate doctrine in the Watchtower also states that Jesus was a 
different person than the pre-existent and post-recreation Jesus. 

▪ Jesus “became” Christ at His baptism, according to Watchtower teaching 
o Christ was recreated into a superior Michael (“resurrection” really means “recreated” 

in the J.W. vocabulary) 
▪ Charles Taze Russell (the founder of the Jehovah’s Witnesses) stated:  "The 

man Jesus is dead, forever dead."  (Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. 5, p. 454) 
▪ Jesus, the man, was annihilated 
▪ There was no resurrection, but a recreation 
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▪ The life force of Jesus went into the recreated Michael, but Jesus ceased to 
exist 

▪ The word used for resurrect in the Greek literally means “to re-
stand” or “to rise up again”. 

(Source:  Dr. John Ankerberg and Dr. John Weldon, “What Are Jehovah's Witnesses Taught 
About Jesus Christ?”  http://www.ankerberg.com/Articles/apologetics/AP0804W3.htm) 

 
● Mormons also teach Christ was pre-existent, but not eternal. 

 
o Marvin Cowan, writing for Ankerberg.com, points out:  “LDS leaders teach that Jesus 

became a God and reached His great state of understanding through consistent 
effort and continuous obedience to all the Gospel truths and universal laws (The 
Gospel Through The Ages, p. 51).  
 
“Mormonism also teaches that in a pre-mortal spirit world, Jesus was the first spirit 
baby born to Eloheim, who is God the Father and His unnamed wife (Mormon 
Doctrine, pp. 84, 392). Jesus was named Jehovah in the pre-mortal spirit world. 
After His birth in the pre-mortal spirit world, Jesus’ brother, Lucifer, was born to our 
Heavenly Father and Mother (MD, p. 192), and then all people who have lived or will 
ever live, were born as Jesus’ pre-mortal spirit brothers and sisters (MD, p. 84, 278). 
‘By obedience and devotion to the truth He (Christ) attained that pinnacle of 
intelligence which ranked Him as a God, as the Lord Omnipotent, while yet in His 
pre-existent (pre-mortal) state’ (MD, p. 129).”  (“Is Mormonism’s Jesus The Biblical 
Jesus?”  http://www.ankerberg.com/Articles/apologetics/AP0505W1.htm) 

 
o Cowan adds:  “Mormonism teaches that Christ was not begotten here on earth by 

the Holy Ghost, but by the same immortal Heavenly Father who fathered Him as a 
baby spirit in the pre-mortal spirit world. They do not explain how Eloheim’s 
immortal body fathered Jesus as a spirit baby in the pre-mortal world and then as a 
mortal baby with flesh and bones here on earth. But they teach that He and the 
Virgin Mary were involved in a ‘marriage’ relationship to produce the physical body 
of Jesus here on earth and the designation "Son of God" means that Christ was 
literally fathered by Eloheim (MD, pp. 85, 546-547, 742, 822; The Seer, pp. 158-
159). Mormonism also teaches that Mary was a spirit daughter of Eloheim in the 
pre-mortal world and then she became His "wife" here on earth in order to 
procreate the baby Jesus (MD, p. 471).”  (ibid) 

 
● With cults claiming that they believe in a pre-existent Jesus, while masking their denial of 

His eternality, Christians must be biblically precise in what is taught about Christ’s 
eternality. 

● While liberals try to see Christ as a mere person and not God, our ability to articulate His 
eternality is again essential. 

● Christ declared His eternality as a means of declaring His deity.  While He received stones 
and accusations of blasphemy for these claims, we should not expect a much kinder 
reception for echoing His claims. John 15:18-25 
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● “In the history of the church this controversy came to head at Nicea in A.D. 325 when the 
Arian heresy, which taught that Christ was the first of created spirits but not eternal, was 
denounced, and the eternity of the Son of God was plainly stated.”  (John Walvoord, Jesus 
Christ Our Lord, p. 22) 

I. Eternality - Christ Has Eternally Existed (Past, Present, Future) 
 

A. The Importance Of Eternality 
 

● “The doctrine of the eternity of the Son of God is the most important doctrine of 
Christology as a whole because if Christ is not eternal then He is a creature who came 
into existence in time and lacks the quality of eternity and infinity which characterizes 
God Himself.”  (Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, p.22) 

 
● Biblical Words For “Eternal”/”Everlasting” 

(chart from David Hocking’s The Nature Of God In Plain Language) 
 
 OT word Usage Meaning   Examples_____________  
 
 NETSACH 34x  Completeness  God’s anger (Ps 103:9) 
         God’s presence (Ps 16:11) 
 
 AD  48x  Long-lasting   God’s guidance (Ps 48:14)   
         God’s throne (Ps 45:6) 
 
 QUEDEM 60x  Ancient, Old   Eternal God (Dt 33:27; Hab 1:12) 
 
 OREC  93x  Length (no limits)  Believer in God’s house (Ps 23:6) 
         God’s holiness (Ps 93:5) 
 
 TAMID 103x  Continuity or   God’s eyes on Israel (Dt 11:12) 
     Perpetuity   David’s sin (Ps 51:3) 
 
 DOR  129x  Dependability   God’s covenant (Gen 9:12) 
         God’s counsel (Ps 33:11) 
 
 OLAM  400x  Everlasting;   God’s protection (Dt 33:27) 
     Unending   God’s loving-kindness (Ps 100:5) 
         God Himself (Gen 21:33; Ps 90:2) 
 
 NT Words Usage Meaning   Examples    
 
 AIDIOS 2x  Continuous   God’s power (Rom 1:20) 
         Chains of darkness (Jude 6) 
 
 AIONIOS 6x  Unending   Eternal life (Jn 3:16) 
         God’s covenant (Heb 13:20) 
         God Himself (Rom 16:26) 
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 AION  100x  Endless period  God’s Word (1 Pt 1:23,25) 
     of time   God’s throne (Heb 1:8) 
         God’s life (Rev 4:10) 
         Jesus Christ (Heb 13:8) 

● C.S. Lewis “If you picture Time as a straight line along which we have to travel, then 
you must picture God as the whole page on which the line is drawn.” 

 
B. The Old Testament Evidence Of Eternality 
 

Micah 5:2  Yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlasting 

 
● “everlasting” = lit. “days of immeasurable time”, infinite duration 

 
● Note:  See how the term “everlasting” is used to demonstrate God’s eternality in 

 
Psalm 90:2  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and 
the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 

 
● “going forth” or “origins” = does not mean that Christ had an origin or beginning, but 

means going forth into action 
● J. MacArthur “goings out” refers to Christ’s “victories in Creation, theophanies 

[preincarnate appearances] and providential dealings” 
● Ryrie - “refers primarily to Christ’s preincarnate appearances as the Angel of the Lord, 

thus affirming the existence of Christ before His birth in Bethlehem” (Ryrie Study Bible) 
● This could also mean His creation and sustenance of the universe (Reynolds) 

 
Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be 
upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 
● “Everlasting Father” = lit. Father of Eternity 
● It means the “Possessor of Eternity” 
● The Hebrew/Arabic understanding is that whoever possesses something is called “the 

father of it” 
● Targums, ancient Jewish paraphrases of the OT, renders this phrase:  “He who lives 

forever” 
● Ron Rhodes:  “The Hebrew word for ‘Father’ in this verse simply indicates that Christ is 

the author or eminent possessor of eternity.”  (Christ Before The Manger, p. 13) 
 
C. New Testament Evidences 
 
 1. His Eternal Claim 
 

John 8:56-59 56Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it 
and was glad.” 57Then the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
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you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, 
I AM.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out 
of the temple. 

 
● “was” = genestai = came to be 
● “AM” = eimi = eternal claim of being the Jehovah of the OT 
● To claim that He was pre-existent to Abraham’s existence is a definite claim to be 

the Eternal God. 
 

● Yahweh = I Am Who I Am 
Exodus 3:14 14God said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am.” He said further, “Thus you 
shall say to the Israelites, ‘I Am has sent me to you.’ ” 

 
o “Yahweh” conveys the idea of eternality and self-existence 
o Yahweh - connected with Heb. Verb “to be” 
o It is used 5300x in OT 
o The name is so revered that it was unspeakable because the ancient Jews were 

superstitious and thought pronouncing it would bring doom. 
 

o “Yahweh never came into being at a point in time, for he has always existed.  He 
was never born; he will never die.  He does not grow older, for he is beyond the 
realm of time.  To know Yahweh is to know the eternal one.”  (Ron Rhodes, 
Christ Before The Manger, p.161) 

 
o Tony Evans adds:  “This is the name we transliterate as Yahweh, the self-

existing God. This name describes God’s personal self-sufficient and eternal 
nature. The eternal God has no past, so He cannot say ‘I was.’ He has no future, 
so cannot say ‘I will be.’ God exists in an eternal now. Time is only meaningful to 
us because we are not independently self-sufficient and eternal.” (Who Is This 
King Of Glory?, p. 18) 

 
o Lewis Sperry Chafer:  “The phrase “I Am” sets forth the meaning of the ineffable 

name, Jehovah, and asserts no less than eternal existence.”  (Vital Christology 
Issues, ed. by Roy Zuck, “The Preexistence of Christ,” p. 12, Kregel, 1997) 

o The Septuagint (LXX) translates “I Am” (Yahweh) into the Gr. as ego eimi, the 
exact way that Jesus uses this term 

o Jews knew what He was claiming and so did his critics.  That’s why they took up 
stones and stoned him for blasphemy (acc. to Lev 24:16). 

 
John 8:24 24I told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your sins 
unless you believe that I am he. 
 
John 18:4-6 4Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward 
and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 6When 
Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground. 
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John 14:6-7 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 
John 14:9 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you 
still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 
‘Show us the Father’? 

● For Jesus to claim “I AM” and declare Himself God is something that sets Him apart 
from Muhammad (570 – 632 AD) or Buddha (Siddhartha Gautama, c. 563-483 BC), 
who had birth dates and death dates.  Jesus takes Himself beyond birth and death, 
before the womb, after the tomb. 

 
 2. His Eternal History 
 

John 17:5  O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 
You before the world was. 

 
● Stephen J. Wellum:  “the Son shares in the Father’s eternity. He existed with the 

Father before creation (John 1: 1, he was ‘with God’; cf. 12: 41; 1   Cor. 10: 4; Heb. 
1: 2); he shared glory with the Father before the world existed (John 17: 5); the 
Father sent him, and he came into the world (Rom. 8: 3; 2   Cor. 8: 9; Gal. 4: 4; cf. 
John 1: 9; 3: 17; 1   John 4: 9), to appear on earth at the end of the ages (Heb. 9: 
26; cf. 1   Pet. 1: 20).”  (God the Son Incarnate: The Doctrine of Christ, Foundations 
of Evangelical Theology, Kindle Locations 5076-5079, Crossway, Kindle Edition, 
2016-11-16) 

 
 3. His Eternal Terms 
 

● Christ declares that He is the First and the Last. 
 

Revelation 1:11  I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last. 
 
Revelation 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” 

 
● God the Father also uses this title 

 
Isaiah 44:6 6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of 
hosts: I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 
 
Isaiah 48:12 12Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I called: I am He; I am the 
first, and I am the last. 

 
● Both God the Father and Christ declare that they are the Alpha and Omega. 
● John Piper points out:  “Now, two cannot be ‘Alpha and Omega’ unless they are one.  

Two cannot be absolutely ‘first and last’ unless they are one.”  (Seeing And Savoring 
Jesus Christ, p. 29) 
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● Erwin Lutzer elucidates:  “All the information in The Encyclopaedia Britannica is 

written with only twenty-six letters of the alphabet.  So Christ is the A to Z, and He 
contains in Himself everything we need to know about God and His relationship to 
the world.”  (Christ Among Other gods, pp. 111-112) 

 
 
 

4. His Eternal Being 
 

Colossians 1:17  And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 
 

5. His Eternal Plan 
 

Ephesians 1:14  Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world … 
having predestined… 

 
 6. His Eternal Title (Logos) 
 

John 1:1-2  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. 
 

● Logos = picture of the eternal, preexistent God 
● Ancient Jews would replace the word “God” with the phrase Word of God in the 

Jewish Targums (paraphrases) 
● Philo (25AD) – Jewish philosopher, influenced by Gnosticism – dualism – spirit is 

good, matter is evil – used the term logos as the mediating principle between 
material and immaterial (connection between God & man) 

● Greek view of logos  “The Greek word logos, which was in common usage, refers 
both to a concept, idea, or inward thought and to the verbal expression, spoken 
or written, that gives expression to that idea and communicates or reveals it to 
others.  The inward thought remains invisible and unknowable until it is 
expressed audibly or visibly in a word (logos).”  (John Witmer – Immanuel, p. 2) 

● Familiar term for Jews & Greeks 
● But Apostle John gave a new definition to the word Logos, higher than anyone 

had given it before 
 

● Stephen Wellum:  “In other words, the logos who became a man is no mere 
personification of God but a person who has existed from all eternity with God….  
We can now summarize what John means by referring to Christ as the logos and 
ultimately giving him the title theos: Christ is eternal (‘In the beginning was the 
Word’; v.1a); Christ is a distinct person from God the Father (‘the Word was with 
God,” v.1b; cf. “the only Son from the Father,” v. 14); Christ shares the full deity 
of God (“ the Word was God”; v. 1c). And with the eternality, personality, and 
deity of the Word-Son-Christ in view, we can now understand just who it is that 
John says became incarnate: theos himself.” (God the Son Incarnate: The 
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Doctrine of Christ, Foundations of Evangelical Theology, Kindle Locations 5281-
5282, 5293-5297, Crossway, Kindle Edition, 2016-11-16) 

 
● Wayne Grudem:  “In John 1:1, John not only calls Jesus “God” but also refers to 

him as “the Word” (Gk. λόγος, G3364). John’s readers would have recognized in 
this term λόγος a dual reference, both to the powerful, creative Word of God in 
the Old Testament by which the heavens and earth were created (Ps. 33:6) and 
to the organizing or unifying principle of the universe, the thing that held it 
together and allowed it to make sense, in Greek thinking.22 John is identifying 
Jesus with both of these ideas and saying that he is the powerful, creative Word 
of God and the organizing or unifying force in the universe…”  (Systematic 
Theology, p. 547) 
 

● Not a personification, but the Person of God Himself 
 

● Commentator, A.J. Köstenberger points out:  “The Word is presented as the 
giver of both light and life. By withholding the name of Jesus until 1:17, the 
evangelist creates suspense, allowing for certain christological anticipations to be 
seen in 1:1–5 without making them explicit until 1:9–14 and 1:16–18.”  (John: 
Baker Exegetical Commentary, 2004, p. 22) 

 
a. The Logos Was Existent Before Time – “In the beginning was the Word”  

 
● “In the beginning” = en arche  
 
● Augustine points out that the universe was not created in time, but that time 

itself was created along with the universe 
 
Hebrews 1:2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 
 
Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the 
word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things 
which are visible. 
 

● Berkhof concludes that “it would not be correct to assume that time was 
already in existence when God created the world, and that He at some point 
in that existing time, called ‘the beginning,’ brought forth the universe.  The 
world was created with time rather than in time.  Back of the beginning 
mentioned in Genesis 1:1 lied a beginningless eternity.”  (Manual Of Christian 
Doctrine, p.96) 
 

● C.S. Lewis “If you picture Time as a straight line along which we have to 
travel, then you must picture God as the whole page on which the line is 
drawn.” 

 
b. The Logos Existed Continually – “And the Word was” 

http://biblia.com/reference/Jn1.1
http://biblia.com/reference/GreekGK.GGK3364?resourceName=grudemest
http://biblia.com/reference/Ps33.6
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● “was” = imperfect tense = continued existence 
● even when time-space began, the Word already existed 
● Leon Morris:  “the verb ‘was’ is most naturally understood of the eternal 

existence of the Word: ‘the Word continually was.’”  (Gospel According To 
John, p. 73) 

 
c. The Logos Had Eternal Fellowship With God The Father – “with God” 

 
● “with” = pros = “carries the idea of intimate, unbroken fellowship and 

communion” (Rhodes, p.150) 
● the Son always existed with the Father in eternal communion 
● cf. John 1:2  “He was in the beginning with God” 

 
  d. The Logos Is A Distinct Person From God The Father – “with God” 
 

● “with” also distinguishes two persons 
 

John 1:18  No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known. 

 
  e. The Logos Was Proclaimed God – “And the Word was God” 

 
● Christ is fully God 
● Colossians 2:9  For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily 
● The Jehovah’s Witnesses try to deny deity by identifying no definite article 

before “God” (theos) in the Greek text – their translation is:  “the Word was a 
god” 

● This is a modern form of the ancient heresy of Arianism (Philo’s too) - Christ 
was the highest of created beings - superior to man, inferior to God 

● But logos is the subject in the 1st two clauses, so it is meant to be the subject 
of the 3rd clause 

● If it had the definite article, it would read “the God was the Word”, but the 
subject is the Word and the predicate is God – confirming the idea that the 
Word is God 

 
 
II. Pre-Existence - Christ Existed Before His Incarnation/Birth 
 

● Pre-existence is similar, but not precisely the same as eternality 
● The “Colossian Heresy” believed in Christ’s pre-existence prior to His birth, but that He was 

created at some point in time.  So as a creature, he was not divine. 
● Arius, the heretic, believed in Christ’s pre-existence (first of created spirits before His 

incarnation), but did not believe in Christ’s eternality (Christ was created) 
● Eternality says more than pre-existence 
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● “If Christ came into existence at His birth, then no eternal Trinity exists…If Christ was not 
preexistent then He could not be God, because among other attributes, God is eternal…If 
Christ was not preexistent then He lied, because He claimed to be.  Then the question arises, 
what else did He lie about?”  (Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 237) 

 
A. The Assumptions Of A Pre-Existent Christ 
 

● Christ Was Sent To Earth, Not Created On Earth (John 3:17,31; 6:38) 
 

John 3:17  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 

 
● “God sent his Son” - implies existence before incarnation 
 

John 3:31  The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs 
to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 

 
John 6:38  for I  have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him 
who sent me. 

 
B. The Acknowledgements Of A Pre-Existent Christ 
 

1. John the Baptist 
 

John 1:15  John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, 
‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’” 

 
John 1:30  This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks before me, 
because he was before me.” 

 
2. Jesus Christ 

 
John 3:13  No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, 
the Son of Man. 
 

● No other human has ever descended from heaven 
 
John 6:33  For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” 

 
John 6:38  For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of 
him who sent me. 

 
John 6:50-51  50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat 
of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats 
of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my flesh.”  (also John 6:41,58 – total of 6x by Jesus in chapter 6) 
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John 17:5  And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had 
with you before the world existed. 

 
● Christ clearly declared that He shared God’s fellowship and glory before the 

existence of the world and His birth 
 

3. The Apostle Paul 
 

Philippians 2:6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 

 
● Paul affirms that Christ existed as God before His incarnation 

 
C. The Activities Of The Pre-Existent Christ 
 
 1. Christ Involved Himself With Creation As The Creator 
 

John 1:3 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 
 
Colossians 1:16 16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 
been created through him and for him. 

 
● 3 prepositional phrases:  by Him (lit. in Him), through Him and for Him 
 
● “Paul’s use of three different prepositions is one way of refuting the philosophy 

of the false teachers.  For centuries, the Greek philosophers had taught that 
everything needed a primary cause, an instrumental cause, and a final cause.  
The primary cause is the plan, the instrumental cause the power, and the final 
cause the purpose.  When it comes to creation, Jesus Christ is the primary cause 
(He planned it), the instrumental cause (He produced it), and the final cause (He 
did it for His own pleasure).”  (Wiersbe, Be Complete, p.49) 

 
a. Christ is the realm of creation 
 

● “by Him” = en autoi = lit. “in him” 
o Gnostic heretics taught that angels were the center of creation – 

Paul clearly taught that creation centers around Christ 
o not only does Christ have the power to create, but all of creation 

resides in His domain 
 

● “all things” = ta panta = totality of the universe  
o from the electron to the black hole 

 
● “visible and invisible”  
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o false teachers taught dualism (material bad, spiritual good) and 
denied that God created a physical world 

o Paul contradicts the false teachers directly – all things visible 
 

● “throne…dominions…principalities…powers” = angels and demons 
o Gnostics believe that a superior being created an inferior creature, 

then the inferior created something more inferior, and so on… 
o Paul taught that Christ “created all spirit beings instantaneously, 

directly, and out of nothing.”  (Gromacki, Stand Perfect In Wisdom 
– Colossians, p. 64) 

 
b.  Christ is the source of creation 

 
● “through him” = di autou – Christ is the active participant 

 
John 1:3  “Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made 
that has been made.” 

 
Hebrews 1:2  His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the worlds 

 
Genesis 1:1  In the beginning, God (Elohim = plural oneness) created the 
heavens and the earth. 

 
   Genesis 1:26  Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness 
 

Proverbs 8:27-30 27When He prepared the heavens, I was there, When He 
drew a circle on the face of the deep, 28When He established the clouds above, 
When He strengthened the fountains of the deep, 29When He assigned to the sea 
its limit, So that the waters would not transgress His command, When He 
marked out the foundations of the earth, 30Then I was beside Him as a master 
craftsman; And I was daily His delight, Rejoicing always before Him, 

 
c.  Christ is the goal for creation 

 
● “for Him” = eis auton = lit. “unto Him” 
● all of creation, from microbes to galaxies point to Christ 

 
Q:  How should our appreciation of creation/nature bring glory to Jesus Christ? 

 
 2. Christ Involved Himself With Man As The Angel Of The Lord (Yahweh) 
 

● note:  A “Theophany” is an Old Testament appearance of Christ 
o theos (God); phaino (to appear) 
o though Christ made other O.T. appearances, coming as the Angel of the Lord 

is His most significant 
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● Why the term “Angel?” 
o Jesus came as an angel to be the “Messenger” of hope, goodness, comfort 

and miracles.  His “Angel of the Lord” manifestations were representative of 
God working in the midst of man. 

 
  a. The Angel is identified as Yahweh 
 

● To Moses At The Burning Bush 
 

Exodus 3:1-2, 6 1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was 
not consumed…. 6He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, 
for he was afraid to look at God. 

 
o Angel of Lord in flames of bush and claims “I am the God of your 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob 
(6a), Moses hid His face because he was afraid to look at God (6b) 

 
● To Moses At His Commissioning  

 
Exodus 3:14 14God said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am.” He said further, “Thus 
you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I Am has sent me to you.’ ” 

 
o free Hebrews from Egypt - Moses ask who sent me? Angel of the 

Lord said “I Am Who I AM” 
 

● To Abraham On Mount Moriah  
 
Genesis 22:12 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your 
son, your only son, from me.” 

 
o Abr. ready to sacrifice Isaac - Angel of the Lord appears - stop - “I 

know you fear God, because you have not withheld from me you 
son, your only son”  - Angel of Lord and God are identical 

 
● To Manoah At Samson’s Announcement 
 

Judges 13:17,22 17Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is 
your name, so that we may honor you when your words come true?” … 22And 
Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, for we have seen God.” 

 
o Manoah asked angel’s name - “Wonderful” (cf. Isa 9:6, meaning 

surpassing, ineffable, beyond human comprehension) 
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o v.22 - Manoah feared death because he realized he just saw God 
 

● To Moses As The Holy God 
 

Exodus 3:5 5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your 
feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 

 
o Moses told to remove his sandals because he was standing on holy 

ground 
 

● To Abraham As Omniscient & Omnipotent (Gen 16:10, 22:17) 
 

Genesis 16:10 10The angel of the Lord also said to her, “I will so greatly 
multiply your offspring that they cannot be counted for multitude.” 
 
Genesis 22:17 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as 
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. 
And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 

 
o Angel of Lord promised multiple descendents too numerous to 

count to Sarah (Gen 16:10) – omniscient 
o The same promise is made to Abraham (22:17) - had to be 

omniscient and omnipotent to fulfill this promise - no ordinary 
angel could make this promise 

 
b.  Though identified as Yahweh, He is distinct from another Yahweh 

(implying more than one Person in the Godhead) 
 

● The Angel Of God’s Presence Is Distinguished From God The Father 
And The Holy Spirit  

 
Isaiah 63:7-10  I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord [the Father], the 
deeds for which he is to be praised, according to all the Lord has done for 
us—yes, the many good things he has done for the house of Israel, according 
to his compassion and many kindnesses. He said, “Surely they are my people, 
sons who will not be false to me”; and so he became their Savior. In all their 
distress he too was distressed, and the angel of his presence [the Son] 
saved them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them; he lifted them up and 
carried them all the days of old. Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit 
[the Spirit]. 

 
● The Angel Of Yahweh Prayed To Yahweh 

 
Zechariah 1:12 12Then the angel of the Lord said, “O Lord of hosts, how 
long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with 
which you have been angry these seventy years?” 
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o The Angel of the Lord interceded on behalf of the people of Jerusalem 
and Judah 

o The fact that Christ prays to the Father does not diminish His deity, 
but demonstrates His eternal intimacy with the Father 

 
● Angel Of Yahweh Addresses Yahweh 
 

Zechariah 3:1-2 1Then he showed me the high priest Joshua standing 
before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse 
him. 2And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, O Satan! The Lord 
who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this man a brand plucked from 
the fire?” 

 
o Zechariah witnesses the Angel of Yahweh defending Joshua, the high 

priest, against Satan’s accusation in the presence of Yahweh  
 

c. The Angel of the Lord must be Christ because of the similarities of 
nature and function in the Old and New Testaments as the 2nd Person 
of the Godhead 

 
● The Father is invisible (Col 1:15; 1 Tim 1:17; 6:16) and no one has ever seen 

Him (Jn 1:18; 5:37), but Christ revealed God in the flesh to us (Jn 1:1,14) 
● The Holy Spirit is invisible and never seen (John 14:17; 3:8).  
● Since the Father and the Holy are invisible and remain unseen, it is logical to 

conclude the theophanies are Jesus Christ 
● Plus the Angel of the Lord and Christ Jesus have similar ministries and titles. 
● Note that the NT appearances of an angel of the Lord is different from the 

OT appearances of  the angel of the Lord.  An angel appeared to Joseph (Mt 
1:20), released Peter (Acts 12:7)  

● A NT angel (ie/ Gabriel or Michael) did not permit worship of himself (Rev 
22:8-9), though the Angel of the Lord demanded it of Moses & Joshua (Ex 
3:5; Josh 5:15) 
 

● Norman Geisler:  “the Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament serves the 
same role as does Christ in the New Testament: The Father is the one who 
plans and sends the Redeemer, the Son is the one who is the Redeemer, and 
the Holy Spirit is the one who convicts and applies redemption to those who 
are redeemed.”  (Systematic Theology, Vol. 2, p. 601, Bethany House 
Publishers, 2003) 

  
The Angel Of The Lord Is The Lord Jesus Christ  

Reference To Angel Of The 
Lord 

Common Activity Of Attribute Reference To Christ 

Genesis 16:7,13 Called “Lord” John 20:28 
Genesis 48:15-16 Called “God” Hebrews 1:8 
Exodus 3:2,5,6,14 Claimed to Be “I AM” John 8:58 
Judges 13:15-18 His Name Was “Wonderful” Isaiah 9:6 
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Exodus 23:20 Sent from God John 5:30; 6:38 
Exodus 14:19 Guides God’s People Matthew 29:20 
Isaiah 63:9 Loved and Redeemed His Own Ephesians 5:25 

Joshua 5:13-15 Commander of the Lord’s Army Revelation 19:11-14 
Chart from Norman Geisler (To Understand The Bible Look For Jesus, p.67) 

 
 

Why Jesus Was Like An Angel In The Old Testament 
Angelic 
Responsibilities 

Old Testament Fulfillment New Testament Fulfillment  

Revealer Of God Theophany (Ex 3:6) Incarnation (Jn 14:9;12:44-45) 
Commissioner Commissioned Moses (Ex 3:7-8) Commission Disciples (Mt 4,10,28) 
Intercessor Intercede for Israel (Zech 1,3) Intercede for Believers (Jn 17) 
Comforter Comfort Hagar (Gen 16); Elijah (1 

Kng 19) 
Comfort crowds (Mt 14,15) - feed & 
minister to them 

Deliverer Rescue Israel from Egypt (Ex 3:8) Rescue believers from present age 
(Gal 1:4); coming wrath (1 Th 1:10), 
evil attack (2 Tim 4:18) & power of 
death (Heb 2:14-15) 

Protector Encamps around those who fear 
(Ps 34:7); fiery furnace (Dan 
3:15-20); and lions den (Dan 
6:22) 

Protect disciples from storm (Mt 
8:24-26) and us continually (Heb 
13:5) 

Companion Presence for believers Presence for believers 
Judge Convicted David (1 Chr 21); 

Convicted Jacob (Gen 32) 
Son judges sin (Jn 5:22; 2 Cor 5:10; 
Mk 14:61-62) 

Chart is a summary from Rhodes, Christ Before The Manger, pp. 91-102 
 

d. Christ Appeared As A Theophany In The Old Testament 
 

● Commander of the Lord’s Army” (Joshua 5:1-15) 
● Jacob’s Wrestling Partner (Genesis 32; cf. Hosea 12:3-5) 
● Perhaps the Fiery Furnace’s Fourth Fellow (Dan 3) 

 
e. After Christ’s Incarnation, The Angel of the Lord Is Not Mentioned 

 
● Norman Geisler:  “once the Son (Christ) came in permanent incarnate form 

(John 1:1, 14; 1 John 4:2), never again does the Angel of the Lord appear, 
though an angel appears from time to time (cf. Acts 12:7ff.). No angel that 
commands or accepts worship or claims to be God ever appears again.”  
(Systematic Theology, Vol. 2, p. 601) 

 
3. Christ Involved Himself With Salvation By Making Sovereign Choices 

 
Ephesians 1:14  ”Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world 
…having predestined…” 

http://biblia.com/reference/Jn1.1
http://biblia.com/reference/Jn1.14
http://biblia.com/reference/1Jn4.2
http://biblia.com/reference/Ac12.7-9
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● “predestination” = προορίζω  

o proorizo /pro·or·id·zo 
o foreordain, determine beforehand 
o pro = before 
o oridzo = mark out, distinguish  

▪ Origin of English word “horizon” 
 
 
III. Self-Existence/Aseity - Christ Is Uncreated, Uncaused And Always Existing (John 

5:26; Heb 7:3; Col 1:17) 
 

● “If Christ is eternal, it also is obvious that He is the uncaused cause, the self-existent One.  As 
the creator of all things, He Himself must be uncreated.  (John Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our 
Lord, p.28)  

 
John 5:26  “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in 
Himself” 

● He is the Giver of life and possessor of life in Himself 
 
Hebrews 7:3  “without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of 
days nor end of life” 
 
Colossians 1:17  “He is before all things” 

● if He is before all things, then He is not dependent on anything else for His existence 
 

● Yahweh means “The Self Existent One” 
● Origin:  some think it’s from the Hebrew verb chavah = “to live, life” or from hayah/havah = 

“to be” or “being” 
 
A. Self-Existence Implies That Christ Is Eternal, Thus Ever Present With Us 
 

● Because He is uncaused, He is eternal 
 
B. Self-Existence Implies Christ Is A Person, Thus Intimate With Us 
 
C. Self-Existence Implies Christ Is Unchangeable, Thus Reliable To Us 
 

Hebrews 13:8 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
 

D. Self-Existence Implies Christ Is Our Creator, Thus A Loving Parent To Us 
 
● Because He is uncaused, all of creation emanates from Him 
● Tozer:  “Origin is a word that can apply only to things created.” 

 
E. Self-Existence Implies Christ Has No Equal, Thus One To Be Worshipped By Us 
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● F.B. Meyer:  “There cannot be less in the Creator than we discover in the creature.” 
 
 
IV. Incarnation:  The Eternal God Comes Into Eternal Existence 
 

● If Christ pre-existed and resided in heaven in eternal fellowship with the rest of the Trinity, 
why give all that up to be born in a filthy manger, dwell among sinners, endure temptation, 
face betrayal and ridicule and ultimately crucifixion for no just cause? 

 
Romans 9:5 5to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the 
Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 
Philippians 2:6-7 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human 
likeness. And being found in human form, 
 
Hebrews 1:8,10 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the 
righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom … 10And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the 
earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
 
A. Jesus Came To Earth To Represent Man 
 

Romans 5:18  “As through one man’s (Adam’s) offense judgment came to all men, resulting 
in condemnation, even so through one Man’s (Christ’s) righteous act the free gift came to all 
men, resulting in justification of life.” 

 
● Adam blew it 
● God knew it 
● Christ came do re-do it 
 
● Because all have sinned and rebelled against God, we have turned ourselves from our Holy 

Creator unto our own sinful ways. 
 

● God could only respond to sin in 2 ways: 
  1) Judge those who won’t turn to God 
  2) Show mercy to those who would 
 

● Christ’s was born on Christmas day for one reason:  to die 
 
 Q:  Who could pay for man’s sin? 

● God Himself can’t die 
● an angel could not represent a man 
● an imperfect man can’t die for other imperfect man 
● a perfect (sinless) man could only die for himself, but not for others 

 
● only possibility – God had to become a man 
● as a Sinless Man – Christ is worthy to pay for our penalty on the cross 
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● as a Man – Christ is able to represent all mankind on the cross 
  
B. Jesus Came To Earth To Redeem Man 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21  “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” 
 

● He who knew no sin – paid for our sin 
● Where there is a debt, there is a need for redemption 
● Christ paid our fine for us 

 
C. Jesus Came To Earth To Rule Man 
 

Luke 1:32-33  “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God 
will give Him the throne of His father David.  And He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 

 
Philippians 2:10-11  “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, 
and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 
● He came not only to be your Savior, but your King and your Lord 

 
 
Conclusion: 
 
1. God knows your future like the past and present (Ps 90:4; 2 Pet 3:8; Isa 46:9-10) 
 

Psalm 90:4  For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when it is past, and like a 
watch in the night. 

 
2 Peter 3:8  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

 
● J. Carl Laney:  “He sees the past and the future as if they are the present.  And while 

human beings are limited I their knowledge by succession of events, God knows no such 
limitation….Nothing ever takes Him by surprise.”  (God, p. 75) 
 

● We are linear creatures that see things in succession of events 
 

ie/  Like watching a parade, we see from one point on the street, one side of the street, 
occasionally see down both sides of the street, but can’t see around the corner.  We 
can only see the beginning and end of parade as separate events.  Now, if we were in a 
Goodyear blimp, we get a perspective of the whole parade.  Christ sees the beginning 
and end of parade at same time. 

 
2. God will never change or quit on you. 
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Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 
3. There is more to this life than the temporal, we must embrace eternity. 
 

● Ravi Zacharias writes:  “There is a German term that separates existence from life: dasein 
ohne leben – ‘existence without life.’  Jesus came to remind us that we who are bound to 
the temporal subsist without life’s blueprint.  Though we continue to exist, we miss life for 
what it was meant to be.  He wants us to see what it means to live through the lens of the 
eternal.  That takes place when He makes our lives His home.  There, He has promised to 
bless us.”  (Jesus Among Other Gods, p. 37) 

 
John 3:12   If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 

 
 


