
The United Church In The Divided States Of America 
7 Fasteners That Hold A Church Together When Issues And Forces Threaten Unity. 

 
 
1. A Heavenly Citizenship 

 
Philippians 3:20 20For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 

 
2. A Worldly Sojourning 

 
1 Peter 2:11 11Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the 
soul  
Hebrews 11:10 10for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

 
3. A Higher Authority 

 
Romans 13:1-2 1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what 
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 

 
4. An Eternal Purpose 

 
Acts 5:29  “We ought to obey God rather than men.” 

 
5. A Divine Righteousness 

 
Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, a God of truth and without 
injustice; Righteous and upright is He. 

 
6. A Redemptive Message 

 
2 Corinthians 5:20 20Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 

 
7. An Intercessory Prayer 

 
1 Timothy 2:1-2  “There I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in al 
godliness and reverence.” 

 
 
Conclusion: 

• Be more preoccupied with the effect of the Good News of Christ than the bad news in our country. 
• What is ultimately right for mankind is what is right before God. 
• In a world crippled by sin, the hope of redemption and forgiveness through Christ transforms inside out. 
• As a Church, let’s remember who the real enemies are (world, flesh, devil) not flesh & blood. 

 
 
Discussion: 

• How can a politically diverse church stay focused on ministry while not ignoring the heated debates of our day? 
• How can the church be used to heal a polarized nation? 
• How do we submit to a President we may not have voted for?   
• How should we respond when we disagree with a President we may have voted for? 



The United Church In The Divided States Of America 
7 Fasteners That Hold A Church Together When Issues And Forces Threaten Unity. 

 
Introduction: 
 

• Somebody posted yesterday:  “I don’t think the “Coexist” bumper stickers are working.” 
 

• Political Division 
o Republican vs Democrat 
o Liberal vs Conservative 
o Inauguration vs Impeachment 
o Cancel Culture vs Free Speech 
o Dangerous Riots vs Peaceful Demonstrations 
o Character vs Agenda 

 
o A prominent pastor said that true Christians can only vote Republican 
o Others are aghast at how Christians can support an individual of deplorable morality 
o The lines have been drawn wide, deep and with Sharpies 

 
• Purple Church 

 
• I learned this term around the time of the election.  A church is purple when it contains 

a mix of Red Republicans and Blue Democrats  

• Daniel Silliman writes that this problem does not result in angry flare ups and fist fights 
as we disagree who to vote for. 

“The problem of polarization, according to the pastors of purple churches struggling to 
minister to red Republicans and blue Democrats during another divisive election, is that 
people stop fighting. They part ways. And they sort themselves by political preference. 

“Polarization makes it seem like unity in Christ can only come after political unity. 
Polarization makes it seem like partisanship is stronger than the gospel.”   
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https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november/purple-church-political-polarization-unity-identity-christ.html 
 
(“At Purple Churches, Pastors Struggle with Polarized Congregations,” Christianity 
Today, 10/20/20) 

 
• How can we be united as a church when our political and social opinions differ? 

 
Romans 14:4-5 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before 
his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
him stand. 5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 

 
o Let’s agree on the essentials – Trinity of God, Deity of Christ, Salvation by Faith and 

Authority of the Scripture 
o From there, we can agree to disagree 

 
• What fastens us as a church? 

o Soldering, nails, superglue 
o E.g. broken glasses – superglue and soldering didn’t work 
o On an airplane, wings are attached to the fuselage to endure great forces and 

pressure with both firmness and flexibility 
http://havkar.com/en/blog/view/how-wings-are-attached-to-the-planes-/84 

 
Proposition:  7 fasteners that hold a church together when issues and forces threaten unity. 
 
 
8. A Heavenly Citizenship 
 

Philippians 3:20 20For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for 
the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

 
• Our status as an American citizen, dual status, green card or illegal alien is not greater than 

our heavenly citizenship. 
• If Christ is your Savior and you are born again in Christ – you are a child of God. 
• Our Father’s abode is Heaven 
• Thus our citizenship is where our Heavenly Father resides 

 
• Our allegiance is not primarily to Democrats or Republicans, but Heaven 
• Our platform is not conservative or liberal, but Biblical 
• Our hope is not in elections of presidents but the salvation from our Lord Jesus 

Christ 
 
 
 
9. A Worldly Sojourning 
 

1 Peter 2:11 11Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which 
war against the soul  

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/november/purple-church-political-polarization-unity-identity-christ.html


• A “sojourn” is a “temporary stay” (Merriam Webster) 
• A Sojourner is a traveler, one passing through – temporary resident 
• We, as citizens of heaven, are just passing through this world 

 
• John Bunyan describes this “Pilgrim’s Progress” as a Christian traveling through this 

world to the Celestial City.   
• Bunyan warns of the dangers of Vanity Fair – the vane solicitations of this world. 
• Bunyan draws his imagery from Peter’s charge to abstain from fleshly lust 

 
• This involves not letting the things of this world distract us from the rest 
• Lust isn’t just sexual – it’s an overdesire that’s abnormal.   
• There is a normal desire for sex and food.  There is an abnormal overdesire for sex and 

food. 
• Protesting is a normal right.  Rioting is a fleshly lust.  
• Disagreeing with Trump is one thing.  Hating him is a fleshly lust. 
• Identify the issues you don’t like.  Address it.  Pray for them to listen to the Bible. 

 
• R. C. Sproul:  “[It is] difficult for the modern Christian to maintain the integrity of faith in 

an alien culture. He must face the difficult choice of playing his harp or hanging it on the 
nearest tree. The Christian must be willing to be a pilgrim, a sojourner in a 
foreign land, if he expects to be faithful to Christ.”  (Willing To Believe, Baker 
Publishing, 1997,2018, pp. 16-17) 

 
1 John 2:15-17 15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 
the love of the Father is not in him. 16For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17And the world is 
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 
 
Matthew 16:26 26For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his 
own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 
 

• “World” may also denote the fleeting character of life’s riches and pleasures and the 
folly of making them of central importance in life.”  (Youngblood, R. F., Bruce, F. F., 
Harrison, R. K. – Nelson's New Illustrated Bible Dictionary) 

• Don’t invest in the temporary 
• Invest in the eternal 

 
• 3 things that last forever: God, His Word and the souls of people 
• Politics is a good thing, but it can distract us from God’s priority of the Gospel 
• Activism is a good thing, but real change comes from the defeat of sin through 

repentance and faith through the work of Christ on the cross 
• Social justice is honorable, but it will not protect the person we serve from divine 

justice if the Gospel doesn’t save him/her 
 

• Look forward to our eternal home with God’s foundation and undiluted Theocracy 
 

Hebrews 11:10 10for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God. 

 



• Don’t get caught up in the spirit of the age. 
 

• Dean William Inge:  “The church that marries the spirit of an age becomes a 
widow in the next generation.” quoted in Context (March 15, 1997) 

 
 
10. A Higher Authority 
 

Romans 13:1-2 1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 
judgment. 

 
• God grants authority 
• Government is an institution of God 
• Presidents, Kings and Governors are given authority by a higher power – God – and are 

accountable to God 
• God gave us political leaders to protect the rights of each of us created in His 

image 
 

• The Constitution does not give us rights.  It protects our rights. 
• Our rights are given to us by God  

o We hold these truths to be self-evident that men are created equal 
o Unalienable rights – can be changed 

• Government is instituted to protect the rights given by God 
 

• “every soul” = every person is subject to this responsibility 
 

• “authorities” = exousia 
o ex = “from” or “out of” 
o ousia = “to be”, “substance” 
o Gr. philosophers sought to understand ousia or “being” = ultimate stuff universe is 

made from 
o same word is used to describe Jesus’ preaching as having authority 
o substance in Christ’s preaching 

 
o God established 7 institutes of authority over man: 

  1)  God over man 
  2)  Government over citizens 
  3)  Church over believers 
  4)  Parents over children 
  5)  Husband over wife 
  6)  Employers over employees (or teacher over student) 
  7)  Man over nature 
 

• ie/  Paul & Peter wrote during the times of the Roman Emperor Nero 
o Nero started off as a good governor and a nice guy 
o but after his mother’s death in 60AD, there was a definite change in Nero’s behavior 

and government 



o he became immoral, greedy and impulsive – bringing the Roman Empire to bankruptcy  
o on July 19, 64 AD, Rome burned 
o the people wanted an answer, at least a scapegoat 
o fingers started to point towards Nero, but he instead blamed the Christians 

 
o ie/  Tacitus describes:  “Wherefore in order to allay the rumor he [Nero] put forward as 

guilty, and afflicted with the most exquisite punishments those who were hated for their 
abomination and called “Christians” by the populace….Therefore first of all those who 
confessed [to being Christians] were arrested, and then as a result of their information 
a large number were implicated….They died by methods of mockery; some were 
covered with the skins of wild beasts and then torn by dogs, some were crucified, some 
were burned as torches to give light at night….men felt that their destruction was not 
on account of the public welfare but to gratify the cruelty of one [Nero].”  (Annals, 
15:44)    

 
• ie/  Political issues in Paul’s day 
 1) Slavery – 2/3rds of population were slaves 
 2) High taxes – you think our taxation system is bad, theirs was worse 

3) Religious persecution – Jews & Christians had no voice in government and were 
unfairly persecuted by the Empire 

4) Emperor worship – Roman emperor would force Christians to recant their 
worship of God and worship Caesar 

 
• this is what is going on as Paul writes Romans 13 to the Roman Church where Nero 

presides 
• despite the evil of the day, Paul says to submit to the government authorities 

 
• Submit To The Government: 

 
• “submit” = hupotasso 

o military term – “to line up under” 
o recognition of rank – place yourself under authorities 

  
1 Peter 2:13  Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake 

 
• We submit to government because we submit to God 
• The only time we resist Government is when they mandate us to disobey God 

 
 
11. An Eternal Purpose 
 

Acts 5:29  “We ought to obey God rather than men.” 
 

• ie/  anti-Rome movement called the Zealots 
o one of the 12 disciples was a former-Zealot (Simon) 
o they rebelled against Rome by not paying those inflated taxes 
o disregarded Roman law 
o armed themselves to assassinate Roman officials 
o employed guerilla tactics 



 
o though Paul & Peter would agree with the motives of the Zealots, they did object 

to the tactics of the Zealots 
o that’s not how political change should be done 

 
• Civil Disobedience:  When Man’s Law Conflicts With God’s Law, We Are To Obey 

God (Acts 5:29) 
 

1.  Anarchism:  Civil Disobedience Is Always Right 
 

2.  Radical Patriotism:  Civil Disobedience Is Never Right 
 

ie/  many in the Lutheran church used Romans 13:1-2 as the basis for supporting 
Hitler in his efforts against the Jews 

 
3. Biblical Submissionism:  Disobedience To Government Is Sometimes Right 

 
ie/  Francis Schaeffer, Christian Manifesto – if there is never a case in which a 
Christian would practice civil disobedience, then the state has become Lord 

- “One either confesses that God is the final authority, or one confesses that 
Caesar is Lord.” 

 
ie/  The Declaration Of Independence – “That whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new government.” 

 
• Biblical Incidences Of Civil Disobedience 

 
1. Hebrew midwives refused to kill innocent babies (Ex 1-2) 

 
2. Rahab hid spies from Jericho’s authorities (Josh 2)  

 
3. Obadiah hid prophets from the murderous Jezebel (1 Kings 18) 

 
4. Esther broke the kings decree to save her people (Esth 4) 

 
Esther 4:16  “So I will go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I 
perish.” 

 
5. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to worship the golden image (Dan 3) 

 paid punishment – went to fiery furnace 
 

6. Daniel refused to pray to King Darius (Dan 6) 
 paid punishment – sent to lions den 

 
7. Peter & John resisted the government’s order to stop preaching the Gospel (Acts 

4-5) 
 



Acts 4:19-20  “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than 
to God, you judge.  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 
heard.” 

 
Acts 5:29  “We ought to obey God rather than men.” 

 
8. Tribulation saints will stand against the Beast (Revelation 13) 

 
 
12. A Divine Righteousness 
 

• Objectivity vs Subjectivity 
• Do we have our points of view defined by Fox News, CNN or MSNBC? 
• Does our culture and background blur objectivity 
• How do we know what’s right and wrong? 
• If a point of view is from White Men, is it more wrong than Minority Women? 
• How do we know what True North is ? 
• How do we know what the Tuning Fork A is to measure a nation out of tune? 
• Relative values or absolute values? 
• “Relativism” advocates that truth and morality is determined by an individual or defined by a 

society.  Truth and morality becomes relative to an individual or society, thus there would be 
no ultimate accountability to an ultimate truth or moral standard. 

• Culture or God? 
• Self-legislation or divine legislation? 

 
Deuteronomy 32:4  He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for all His ways are justice, a God of 
truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He. 

 
• God Is The Source Of Righteousness 

 
o “When we say that God is just, we assert that whatever He does is right.”  (John 

Koessler, God Our Father, p. 93) 
 

• God’s righteousness comes from His nature 
 

o Absolute justice is “that rectitude of the divine nature, in virtue of which God is infinitely 
righteous in Himself.” (Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology, p. 74) 

 
Psalm 99:4  The King’s strength also loves justice; You have established equity; You have 
executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

 
• “Justice embodies the idea of moral equity, and iniquity is the exact opposite; it is in-

equity, the absence of equality from human thoughts and acts.  Judgment is the 
application of equity to moral situations and may be favorable or unfavorable according to 
whether the one under examination has been equitable or inequitable in heart and 
conduct.”  (A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge Of The Holy) 
 

• Iniquity is the older word in English, having come through French in the 1300s. The French 
word iniquité descended directly from the Latin word iniquus, which had the meanings 



“uneven,” “unequal,” “unjust,” and “wicked.” In English, both Samuel Johnson (in 1755) 
and Noah Webster (in 1828) define iniquity as “injustice” and “wickedness.” Webster cites 
the Bible: 

o Your iniquities have separated between you and your God. Isaiah 59:2. 
o I was shapen in iniquity. Psalms 51:5. 
o https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/inequity-vs-iniquity-difference 

 
• E.g. Racism does not apply equity to moral situations 

o There is no moral equity if we prejudge black, browns or yellows in a certain way 
o There is no moral equity if we assume all whites have white privilege or are 

“Karens” 
o Prejudice (pre-judging) and racism are define a problem in our country but are also 

posed as the solution 
o Justice is not achieved socially by making everyone economically or socially equal 
o Justice is achieved by having our like equal to or aligned to the perfection of Christ 

 
o The rare instance of police brutality does not apply equity to moral situations 
o Apply abortion, immigration, taxation, etc. to this standard 
o We are incapable of truly accomplishing justice when we try to do it our way, our 

culture’s way, our biased way, our selfish way 
 

• Sin is falling short of the righteous standard of God. 
o Ie/  Shooting an air ball in basketball (like I do whenever I’m on the court) 

 
• How is righteousness achieved?  How do we know if moral equity is adequately 

applied? 
o We can only accomplish moral equity when we align ourselves to God’s 

standard of righteousness 
o We align our maps to true North 
o We tune our piano to the tuning fork A 

 
• Until America gets right with Christ and gets righteousness from Christ, we will not achieve 

moral equity before God. 
• We will fall to iniquity 

 
• St. Augustine:  “No country can be happy while the walls may still be standing but the 

morals are collapsing.” (The City Of God) 
 

 
13. A Redemptive Message 
 

2 Corinthians 5:20 20Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 

 
• Ambassadors represent their own country in a foreign country.   
• The ambassador presents the good news and bad news of a relationship with 

his/her home country. 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/inequity-vs-iniquity-difference


Matthew 5:13 13 You are the salt of the earth but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be 
seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men 

 
• As salt preserves fish, eggs and other meat, so are Christians to have a preserving effect on 

our society and culture. 
• The fisherman, after catching fish in the Sea of Galilee, would salt down the fish because it 

was many miles to Jerusalem and transportation was slow with no refrigeration 
 

• Haddon Robinson, in his book Salt & Light, share how England, in the 1700's, was 
experiencing huge moral corruption but was spared from self-destruction.  What spared it?  A 
mighty navy, suave diplomats, politicians, or a police force?  NO.  The country was spared, as 
historian and President Woodrow Wilson insisted, because in 1703 a man called John Wesley 
was born in England.  Wesley became a Christian in his early years and reached out to win 
people for Christ - this started the Methodist movement that spread like salt in that decaying 
land. 
 

• James Boyce:  “What does it mean to be in the world as a Christian?  It does not mean to be 
like the world; the marks of the church are to make the church different.  It does not mean 
that we are to abandon Christian fellowship or Christian convictions.  It means we are to 
mingle with and get to know non-Christians, to make friends with them and enter into their 
lives in such a way that we begin to infect them with the gospel, rather than their infecting us 
with their outlook.”  (Two Cities, Two Loves, pp. 254-255) 

 
 
14. An Intercessory Prayer 
 

1 Timothy 2:1-2  “There I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.” 

 
• The church is to unite in prayer  
• We are not to herald Trump or Biden as Saviors 
• We are to pray for them to lead well 
• That we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence 
• It’s OK to pray for a better year than 2020 
• But the real victory in a good or bad year is godliness and reverence 

 
• If real change comes through the Gospel, we must pray for our government leaders to be 

genuinely saved 
• Pandering to the evangelical voting block doesn’t mean that they are Christians 
• How do we know?  By their fruits, their character, their biblical agenda 
• I pray for Trump and Biden to be saved – I don’t want either of them to go to hell 
• I’ve prayed that for every President 
• They are accountable to God with their authority – I prefer to see them rewarded, 

Democrat or Republican, than judged 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 



• Be more preoccupied with the effect of the Good News of Christ than the bad news 
in our country. 

o So many news feeds in social media are recapitulating other people’s posts 
 

• What is ultimately right for mankind is what is right before God. 
o Emotion has blurred objectivity in our society 
o Prejudice has blinded objectivity 
o Hatred has blatantly disregarded objectivity 
o Only when we see what is right from God’s standard (true North, tuning fork A) can we 

be truly objective 
o We can recognize the good Trump has done and define his character through the Word 

of God 
o We can recognize the good Biden has accomplished and examine his agenda through 

the Word of God 
o Don’t let the news channels or political parties or media celebrities tell us what is true – 

be in the Word of God 
 

• In a world crippled by sin, the hope of redemption and forgiveness through Christ 
transforms inside out. 
 

o If things get worse for Christians and persecutions increase, it’s because of sin and 
judgment 

o Romans 1 gives a detail on how God, in His wrath, abandons sinner to their own sin – 
He gave them over 

o We need to change the world one soul at a time with the Gospel of ZChrist 
 

• As a Church, let’s remember who the real enemies are (world, flesh, devil) not flesh 
& blood. 

 
o  

 
Discussion: 

• How can a politically diverse church stay focused on ministry while not ignoring the heated 
debates of our day? 

• How can the church be used to heal a polarized nation? 
• How do we submit to a President we may not have voted for?   
• How should we respond when we disagree with a President we may have voted for? 


