
Love And Law
EXODUS 20:18 – 23:19



Law Enforcement





Laws are important for a society to function 

• Honesty

• Honor

• Protection



OT Laws are about love 
• 613 commandments are summed up in 10 

Commandments
• 4 => loving God
• 6 => loving man

• 10 Commandments are summed up in 2 Great 
Commandments



Matthew 22:36-41 
• 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 

Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the 
Prophets.” 



James 2:8-9 
• 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the 

Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show 
partiality, you are committing sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 



I. Love God Supremely 
Exodus 20:18-26



Love God Through 
Reverential Obedience 
• Exodus 20:18-19 18 Now when all the people saw the 

thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the 
trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were 
afraid and trembled, and they stood far off 19 and said to 
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let 
God speak to us, lest we die.”



Love God Through 
Reverential Obedience 
• Exodus 20:20-21 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, 

for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may be 
before you, that you may not sin.” 21 The people stood far 
off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where 
God was.



1 Timothy 2:5-6

• 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself 
as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at 
the proper time.



Hebrew 8:6

• But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much 
more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates
is better, since it is enacted on better promises.



Hebrews 3:3-6
• 3 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than 

Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has 
more honor than the house itself. 4 (For every house is built by 
someone, but the builder of all things is God.) 5 Now Moses 
was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the 
things that were to be spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over 
God’s house as a son. And we are his house, if indeed we hold 
fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.



Love God Through 
Exclusive Worship
• Exodus 20:22-26 22 And the Lord said to Moses, “Thus 

you shall say to the people of Israel: ‘You have seen for 
yourselves that I have talked with you from 
heaven. 23 You shall not make gods of silver to be with 
me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold.



Love God Through 
Exclusive Worship
• Exodus 20:22-26 24 An altar of earth you shall make for me and 

sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your peace offerings, 
your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I cause my 
name to be remembered I will come to you and bless you. 25 If 
you make me an altar of stone, you shall not build it of hewn 
stones, for if you wield your tool on it you profane it. 26 And 
you shall not go up by steps to my altar, that your nakedness 
be not exposed on it.’



II. Love People Superbly
Exodus 21:1 – 23:19



Treat Those Who 
Serve With Honor (21:1-11, 20-32)

• Exodus 21:16 Whoever steals a man and sells him, and 
anyone found in possession of him, shall be put to death.



Treat Those Who 
Serve With Honor (21:1-11, 20-32)

• Exodus 21:5-6 5 But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my 
master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out 
free,’ 6 then his master shall bring him to God, and he 
shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his 
master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he 
shall be his slave forever.



Protect Life And Property (21:12-19)

• don’t murder (12-14)

• honor parents (15,17)

• don’t steal (16)

• don’t covet, pay your due (18-19)



Protect Life And Property (21:12-19)

• Exodus 21:12-14 12 “Whoever strikes a man so that he 
dies shall be put to death. 13 But if he did not lie in 
wait for him, but God let him fall into his hand, then I 
will appoint for you a place to which he may 
flee. 14 But if a man willfully attacks another to kill 
him by cunning, you shall take him from my altar, 
that he may die.



Pay To Others What Is Due (21:33 – 22:15)

• 21:33-36 Compensate for property/livestock damage/injury 

• 22:1-4 Thieves compensate for what they steal

• 22:5-15  Compensate for accidents

• Exodus 21:33-34 33 “When a man opens a pit, or when a man 
digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls 
into it, 34 the owner of the pit shall make restoration. He shall 
give money to its owner, and the dead beast shall be his.



Have Integrity Before The Lord 
And Others (22:16 – 23:9)

• Sexual Immorality (22:16-17, 19)

• Spiritual Adultery (22:18 – sorcery, 20 - idolatry)

• Society – foreigners, widows, orphans (22:21-24)

• Covetousness – don’t charge interest to the poor, be generous 
(22:25)

• False Witness (lying) – false witness, false charges, bribery 
(23:1-8)



Keep The Sabbath 
And Holy Days (23:10-19)

• Keep the Sabbath

• Keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread

• Give Offerings

• Exodus 23:19b You shall not boil a young goat in its 
mother’s milk



Conclusion
• Laws give us directions on how to love God 

through obedience.
• Laws give us guidelines to love others through 

respect.
• When we have failed in the law, Christ mediated a 

victory for us over sin.



Romans 8:2-3
• For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ 

Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for 
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh



Discussion
• How are laws loving to God and others?

• How does Christ’s love victorious when we 
fail to love?

• How is Christ a superior Mediator to Moses?
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