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Was Christ Predicted In The Old Testament?  
Messianic Prophecies 

Savor The Savior, Session 5 
 
 
Opening Discussion: 
 
1. How is Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 is prediction of Jesus Christ? 
 
2. How could we use this passage like Philip did with the Ethiopian Eunuch in sharing the Gospel?  

(Acts 8:30-36) 
 
Introduction: 
 
1. The Old Testament’s Focus Is On The Coming Of Christ 
 

• Simeon awaited the coming of Christ that He knew was coming because of the Old 
Testament. 

 
Luke 2:25-35 25And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and 
this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ … 34Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His 
mother, “Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign which will be spoken against 35(yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” 

 
• Two disciples were on a road to Emmaus about 7 miles outside of Jerusalem.  They got 

into a heated discussion after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  The resurrected Christ 
appears and joins the conversation.  They don’t recognize this stranger as the risen Christ.  
They start sharing their sadness and frustration of the death of Christ and the empty tomb 
which evokes this response by Jesus in Luke 24: 

 

Luke 24:25-27 25Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all 
that the prophets have spoken! 26Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into His glory?” 27And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
 
Luke 24:44-45 44Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while 
I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 45And He opened their understanding, 
that they might comprehend the Scriptures. 

 

• The Old Testament is fulfilled by Christ, Himself. 
 

Matthew 5:17  Do not think that I came to destroy the Law  or the Prophets. I did not 
come to destroy but to fulfill. 
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John 5:39  You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and 
these are they which testify of Me. 

 
• Some, like Simeon and Anna, were ready for Christ because of the Old Testament.  Others, 

like the two disciples, did not understand the Old Testament.  Other Jewish leaders ignored 
the teaching of the Old Testament. 

 
2. Prophecy 
 

• Alfred Edersheim claimed that there were 456 messianic passages “supported by more 
than 558 references to the most ancient rabbinic writings … a careful perusal of their 
Scripture quotations show that the main postulates of the New Testament concerning the 
Messiah are fully supported by rabbinic statements.”  (The Life & Times Of Jesus The 
Messiah, Vol., pp. 163-164) 

• Most of those messianic prophecies are similar to other prophecies.  After boiling down the 
456 prophecies to individual subjects, Tim LaHaye cites that “scholars agree there are at 
least 109 distinct prophecies which the Messiah had to fulfill.”  (Jesus:  Who Is He?, p. 
176) 

• LaHaye gives some probabilities of fulfillment:  “The probability that just 20 of those 109 
prophecies could be fulfilled in one man by chance is less than … 1 in 
1,125,000,000,000,000.”  (1 quadrillion, 125 trillion; p. 178) 

• 1 person fulfilling 8 prophecies: 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000  
• 1 person fulfilling 48 prophecies: 1 in 10157 
• 1 person fulfilling 109 prophecies:  Only Jesus!! 

 
• OT prophecy was like a treasure hunt.  You would receive a cryptic clue to the next 

location, then that next location provides the next cryptic clue.  The further down the line, 
the greater the collection of clues you get.  Of course, you don’t fully understand 
everything until the planner plans out when it will be revealed to you. 

 
• The treasure hunt began with the 1st prophecy in to Adam & Eve in Genesis 3:15 and the 

last Old Testament clues were given in the book of Daniel (about 400 BC).  The goal was 
revealed at Christ’s birth – between 5BC to 3BC. 

 
3. Typology 
 

• Part of prophecy is typology. 
• If prophecy was like accumulating clues in a treasure hunt, typology would be like getting 

pieces of a jigsaw puzzle – piece by piece “types” give us a picture of the future Jesus 
Christ. 

 
• Lewis Sperry Chafer:  “Typos means an imprint which may serve as a mold or pattern, and 

that which is typical in the Old Testament is a mold or pattern of that which is antitypical in 
the New Testament.”  (quoted by Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, p. 63) 

 
• Tony Evans:  “A type is an Old Testament picture of a New Testament reality.”  (Who Is 

This King Of Glory, p. 38) 
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 Ie/  John the Baptist:  “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
• John used an OT type (picture) – sacrificial lamb 
• fulfillment (antitype) = Christ 

 
• Paul describes Old Testament elements as… 
 
Colossians 2:17  “… a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ” 

 
• Types of Types 

  1)  People – Adam, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Melchizedek, David, Kinsman Redeemer  
  2)  Events – deliverance from Egypt, entering Promise Land 
  3)  Items – tabernacle, Aaron’s rod, Noah’s ark 

4)  Institutions & Ceremonies – Sabbath, priesthood, 7 Levitical feasts (Lev 23), cities of 
refuge 

 
 
I. Old Testament Prophecies Of Christ 
 
A. The Place Of His Birth 
 

Focus Forecast Fulfillment 
Bethlehem 
• name means “house of 

bread” 
• 5 miles from Jerusalem 
• Ephrathah – name of district 

(like county) 
 

Micah 5:2  “But you, 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though 
you are little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of 
you shall come forth to Me the 
One to be Ruler in Israel, whose 
goings forth are from of old, 
from everlasting” 
- “old” – very beginning of 
history of time (refers to 
eternality of Christ) 
- “ancient times” (NIV) or 
“Everlasting” (KJV) = lit. “days 
of immeasurable time” 

Matthew 2:1,6  “Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea” 
• Jewish scholars understood 

the Micah prophecy to refer 
to the Messiah 

• - Herod understood it too 
and sought clarification from 
the scholars 

 
B. The Purpose For His Birth 
 

Focus Forecast Fulfillment 
Seed Representing Man Genesis 3:15a  “And I will put 

enmity between you 
[serpent/Satan) and the 
woman, and between your seed 
and her Seed.” 

Romans 5:15-21 

Christ Defeating Satan Genesis 3:15b  “He shall 
bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise His heel.” 

Hebrews 2:14-15  “Inasmuch 
then as the children have 
partaken of flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise shared in the 



 4 

same, that through death He 
might destroy him who had the 
power of death, that is the 
devil, and release those who 
through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to 
bondage.”  

Christ Ruling As King Genesis 49:10  “The sceptor 
shall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his 
feet, until Shiloh comes; and to 
Him shall be the obedience of 
the people” 
• “Shiloh” = Messiah 

Matthew 2:2  “Where is He 
who has been born King of the 
Jews.?” 
Revelation 19:16  “He has on 
His robe…’King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords’” 

 
C. The Roots Of His Heritage 
 

• Lineage is very important to the Jew.  Their whole culture is built around it. 
• When the Jews enter Canaan, they had to prove their lineage to get the land. 
• To sell or exchange property, family lines were used to determine who property really 

belonged to. 
• After the Babylonian captivity, they had to prove lineage to repossess their property 
• In Luke 2, Jews had to register at the place of their ancestry to be taxed by the Romans. 
• After 70 AD when Jerusalem was destroyed by Emperor Vespasian, all the records were 

destroyed (along with 1.1 million Jews, 985 towns in Galilee). 
 

Focus Forecast Fulfillment 
Seed of the Woman Genesis 3:15  Romans 5:15-21 
Lineage Genesis 11:10-32 narrows the line 

of the Messiah from Noah’s son, 
Shem (1/3rd of population) to 
Abraham 
Genesis 12:3 3I will bless those 
who bless you, And I will curse him 
who curses you; And in you all the 
families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” 
Genesis 17:19 19Then God said: 
“No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name 
Isaac; I will establish My covenant 
with him for an everlasting covenant, 
and with his descendants after him. 

Matthew 1:1-2 1The book of the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
David, the Son of Abraham: 
2Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot 
Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and 
his brothers. 
 

Israel Numbers 24:17  “I see Him, but 
not now; I behold Him, but not near; 
A Star shall come out of Jacob; A 
Scepter shall rise out of Israel” 

Matthew 2:2  “Where is He who 
has been born King of the Jews?  Or 
we have seen His star in the East and 
have come to worship Him.” 
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Jesse (David’s 
Father) 

Isaiah 11:1  “There shall come forth 
a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a 
Branch shall grow out of his roots.” 

Matthew 1:6-16  “and Jesse 
begot David the king…of whom was 
born Jesus who is called Christ.” 

David Psalm 110:1  “The Lord said to my 
Lord, ‘Sit at My right hand, till I make 
Your enemies Your footstool.’” 
2 Sam 7:12  “When your days are 
fulfilled and you rest with your 
fathers, I will set up your seed after 
you, who will come from your body, 
and I will establish his kingdom.” 

Matthew 22:42  “’Who’s Son is 
He?’ They said to Him, ‘The Son of 
David’” 
John 7:42 “Has not the Scripture 
said that the Christ comes from the 
seed of David and from the town of 
Bethlehem, where David was?” 
Mark 12:36 & Luke 20:42-43 – 
quote of Ps 110 

Jeconiah (aka Coniah 
or Jehoiachin) 

- the last king in the 
line of David 

 
 

Jeremiah 22:30  “Thus says the 
Lord: ‘Write this man [Jeconiah] down 
as childless, a man who shall not 
prosper in his days; for none of his 
descendants shall prosper, sitting on 
the throne of David, and ruling 
anymore in Judah.” 
- sinned so severely, that God 
promised that there would be no more 
kings from line of Jeconiah 
- none of Jeconiah’s 7 sons took the 
throne 
- thus David’s royal lineage ends 
- yet prophecy says the Messiah will 
come through the royal line of David, 
how will this happen? 

2 Kings 24:17 “Then the king of 
Babylon made Matthaniah, 
Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in his place, 
and changed his name to Zedekiah.” 
- he was succeeded by his uncle, 
Zedekiah (2 Kings 24:17), not by his 
son 
- if Jesus was the literal son of 
Joseph, Jesus could not claim legal 
right to the throne, but as the legal 
son of Joseph, He had the right to 
rule 
- Jesus, as a step son of Joseph, 
thereby, avoided the royal curse 
through the virgin birth 

 
• If anyone showed up today to claim to be Messiah, they could not justify their lineage 

because of the absence of records. 
• Jesus is the last certifiable and verifiable one to clam the right to be King & Messiah 
• No one else can claim this title 

 
D. The Type Of His Birth 
 

Focus Forecast Fulfillment 
Virgin Birth Isaiah 7:14 14Therefore the 

Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel. 

Matthew 1:18 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was as follows: After His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Matthew 1:23 23“Behold, the virgin shall be 
with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call 
His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God 
with us.” 
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E. His Titles At His Birth 
 

Focus Forecast Fulfillment 
Christ 
• OT – Messiah (annointed) 

Psalm 45:7 Therefore God, 
Your God, has anointed You 
With the oil of gladness more 
than Your companions. 
Psalm 2:2 Against the Lord 
and against His Anointed, 
saying, 
 

Luke 2:11 11For there is born 
to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. 
 

King 
• this is what upset King 

Herod 
• not want another King to 

knock him off his throne 
• Herod killed all male babies 

under 2 because he was 
jealous of the King of Kings 

Psalm 2:6 6“Yet I have set My 
King On My holy hill of Zion.” 
Jeremiah 23:5 5“Behold, the 
days are coming,” says the 
Lord, “That I will raise to David 
a Branch of righteousness; A 
King shall reign and prosper, 
And execute judgment and 
righteousness in the earth. 
- Ps 2 – counsel of kings plot to 
know God off throne, laugh in 
derision, God set His King 
(Christ) on the throne 

Matthew 2:2 2saying, “Where 
is He who has been born King 
of the Jews? For we have seen 
His star in the East and have 
come to worship Him.” 
 

Prophet Deuteronomy 18:18 18I will 
raise up for them a Prophet 
like you from among their 
brethren, and will put My words 
in His mouth, and He shall 
speak to them all that I 
command Him. 

Luke 7:16 16Then fear came 
upon all, and they glorified God, 
saying, “A great prophet has 
risen up among us”; and, “God 
has visited His people.” 
John 4:19 19The woman said 
to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You 
are a prophet. 

Priest Psalm 110:4 4The Lord has 
sworn And will not relent, “You 
are a priest forever According to 
the order of Melchizedek.” 

Hebrews 5:1,4,10  “For every 
high priest taken from among 
men is appointed for men in 
things pertaining to God, that 
he may offer both gifts and 
sacrifices for sins….And no man 
takes this honor to himself, but 
he who is called by God, just as 
Aaron was….called by God as 
High Priest” 

Immanuel - God with us Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:22-23 
Son Psalm 2:7 7“I will declare the 

decree: The Lord has said to 
Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I 
have begotten You. 

Acts 13:33 33 ‘You are My Son, 
Today I have begotten You.’ 
Hebrews 1:5, 5:5  
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F. The Nature Of His Suffering (Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12) 
 

1. His Servanthood Is Effective (Isa 52:13a) 
13 Behold, My Servant 

 
ie/  in Acts 8, an Ethiopian eunuch, a queen’s servant, was waiting in a chariot reading 
Isaiah 53:7-8 – then asks Philip, the disciple, who this servant is 

 
Acts 8:30-36  “So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and 
said, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’  And he said, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me?’ And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32The place in 
the Scripture which he read was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to the slaughter; And as a 
lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His mouth.  In His humiliation His 
justice was taken away, and who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from 
the earth.’  So the eunuch answered Philip and said, ‘I ask you, of whom does the 
prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?’ Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.” 

 
  Q:  Who is the “Servant”? 
 

• sometimes it refers to Israel 
    

Isaiah 41:8  “But you Israel, my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen”  
 

• sometimes it refers to Isaiah 
 

Isaiah 48:5  “And now the LORD says, Who formed Me from the womb to be 
His Servant” 

 
• but here, in Isaiah 53, a new servant is indicated 

    
Isaiah 53:4  “He has borne our griefs” 

    - “our” refers to Israel & Isaiah 
    - this has to be Jesus Christ     
 

2. His Wisdom Is Exceptional (Isa 52:13b) 
Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently;  

 
• He acts wisely 
• He was under constant scrutiny, lawyers tried to give Him trick questions 
• Christ lived wisely – confounding His critics 

 
3. His Exaltation Is Elevated (Isa 52:13c) 

He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high.  
 

• This is a preview of Christ’s resurrection and ascension 
• It will be a tough road ahead for the baby born in the manger – but it will end with 

His exaltation 
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• Hebrew literally:  “He shall be high, very!” 
• The idea is being exalted to the height of God 
• No other prophet or nation gets that privilege 

 
4. His Beating Is Excessive (Isa 52:14) 

Just as many were astonished at you, So His visage was marred more than any man, 
and His form more than the sons of men 

 
• His body bore more wounds than what any other man has faced 

 
• “astonished” – “appalled” 

o this appalled and astonished all the witnesses 
o term used in Ezekiel 27:35 – describing the shocked and horrified reaction of the 

city of Tyre in ruins 
 

• “marred more than any man” – disfigured beyond recognition 
 

5. His Impact Is Extensive (15a) 
So shall He sprinkle many nations. 

 
• “sprinkle” = naza – used of a priest sprinkling blood, water or oil for ceremonial 

cleansing 
• some translations:  “startle” (RSV), “sprinkle” (NIV, NKJV), “startle and sprinkle” 

(Amp) 
o some think it’s startle because it is similar to the Arabic root for “to spring up, 

jump, leap in amazement” 
o but the concept of cleansing through sprinkling is more apropos acc. to E.J. 

Young 
 

• “many nations” 
o bless and impact the whole world 
o not just Israel, but Gentiles too! 
o after all:  For God so loved the world… 

 
6. His Message Is Exceptional (15b) 

Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; for what had not been told them they shall see, 
and what they had not heard they shall consider. 

 
• Either it means they kept their mouths shut because He was so putrid or they were 

speechless because they were in shock or they were silent in honor of Christ 
• F. Duane Lindsey prefers the latter reading (The Servant Songs, pp. 109-110) 

 
7. Christ Suffered Physically For Us – He Was Severely Beaten (Isa 52:14) 

Just as many were astonished at you, So His visage was marred more than any man, 
and His form more than the sons of men 
• His body bore more wounds than what any other man has faced 
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• “astonished” – “appalled,” “shocked,” “shattered” 
o This appalled and astonished all the witnesses 
o This term is used in Ezekiel 27:35 – describing the shocked and horrified 

reaction of the city of Tyre in ruins 
 

• “marred more than any man” – disfigured beyond recognition 
o J.A. Motyer:  “The thought is not that the Servant suffered more than any 

other individual or more than other humans but that he experienced 
disfigurement ‘from [being] an individual … from [belonging with] 
humankind,’ so that those who saw him stepped back in horror not only 
saying ‘Is this the Servant?’ but ‘Is this human?’”  (The Prophecy Of Isaiah, p. 
425) 

 
The New Living Translation: “Many were amazed when they saw him—beaten and 
bloodied, so disfigured one would scarcely know he was a person.” 
 
The New International Version: “Just as there were many who were appalled at 
him— his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man and his form marred 
beyond human likeness.” 

 
8. Christ Suffered Emotionally For Us – He Was Despicably Rejected (Isa 53:1-

4a) 
 

a. He Was Undesirable 
1   Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed?  2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out 
of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; and when we see Him, There is no 
beauty that we should desire Him.   

 
• Christ grew up before Him [God] as a tender plant – referring to His younger 

years – 1st – 30 years 
 

• “root” – is a term familiarly referencing the Messiah 
o “Branch of Jesse” – refers to the Messiah in Isa 11:1,10 
o because Jesus will restore the reign of Israel to the line of David (Jesse 

is David’s father) 
 

• “dry ground” – is picturesque of the poverty He grew up in 
o He grew up in the barren landscape, not in the comfortable castle 

 
• “no beauty that we should desire Him” 

o Lindsay:  “[This] is neither a statement that He is naturally physically 
repulsive nor…a reference to His disfigurement through His sufferings, 
but rather an estimation of His undesirability to the nation that 
misunderstood and rejected Him.  ‘There was no kingly form, no regal 
majesty, no royal appearance.  They wanted a king, but got a 
carpenter.’”  (The Servant Songs, p. 115) 
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b. He Was Despised 
He is despised 

 
c. He Was Rejected 

And rejected by men 
 

• “men” = plural of Yish – referred to men of nobility, aristocracy 
• The Jewish leaders were particularly upset with Jesus because he was 

exposing their corrupt religious system and practice 
 

d. He Was Grief-Stricken 
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces 
from Him 

 
e. He Was Unesteemed 

He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 
 

• “esteemed” = accounting, finding value 
o J. Alec Motyer:  “When all that the human eye saw and the human mind 

apprehended was added up, the result was zero.  With this word, Isaiah 
completes a diagnosis of our human condition … to see the Servant and 
find no beauty in him (2) reveals the bankruptcy of the human emotions; 
to be one with those who despise and then reject (3) exposes the 
misguidedness of the human will; to appraise him and conclude that he is 
nothing condemns our minds as corrupted by, and participants in, our 
sinfulness.  Thus every aspect of human nature is inadequate; every 
avenue along which, by nature, we might arrive at the truth and respond 
to God is closed.  Nothing but divine revelation can make the Servant 
known to us and draw us to him.”  (The Prophecy of Isaiah, p. 429) 

 
• He was willing to suffer for us 
 
• John Piper:  “We didn’t feel endorsed around Jesus.  He was so lowly and 

unimpressive that our aspirations for power and reputation felt evil.  His 
happy poverty made our wanting more and more feel foolish.  His willingness 
to suffer for others made our craving for comforts feel selfish.”  (Sermon, 
3/14/93) 

 
• Christ’s suffering was the equivalent of the punishment of all the sins of 

mankind for all of recorded history 
 
 f. He Was Sorrow-Laden 

4a Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows 
 

• “The magnitude of His love was the measure of His sorrow.  The selfish 
sorrow only over themselves, but ‘He was afflicted in all their afflictions.’”  
(Victor Buksbazen, “Isaiah 53: Of Whom Does The Prophet Speak”, pp. 15-
16, Friends of Israel publication) 
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9. Christ Suffered Spiritually For Us – He Was Divinely Separated (Isa 53:4-6) 
 

• “As ghastly as the pain of crucifixion was, we know that multitudes of persons went 
through such affliction.  But no human being, before or since, was ever called upon 
to endure the affliction that was heaped upon Jesus.  By comparison with the pain 
inflicted by divine wrath and judgment of the paschal lamb, the physical pain was 
nothing.”  (Sproul, The Glory Of Christ, pp. 155-6) 

 
Matthew 27:46  “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

 
 a. Christ Is Substitute For Our Judgment (4-5) 

4 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows yet we esteemed Him 
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5 But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace 
was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed 
 

   1) He Bore Our Griefs And Sorrows – The Burden For Our Sins 
 

• v. 4 “borne our griefs”, “carried our sorrows” 
 

• “borne”, “carried” – ideas of taking our burden 
 

2) He Suffered For Our Transgressions And Sins – The Substituion 
For Our Judgment 

  
• v. 5 “wounded for our transgressions”, “bruised for our iniquities”,  
• “chastisement for our peace was upon Him”, “by His stripes we are 

healed” 
o we deserve to grieve, sorrow, be wounded, bruised and 

chastised 
o but He took it for us and healed us 

 
• in OT, Levitical High Priests would place his hand on the head of a 

goat, whose innocence represents the innocence of Christ 
o upon the laying on of hands, the sins of Israel were put onto 

this lamb and sacrificed 
o another lamb was set free 
o this would be the ritual during Yom Kippor – the day of 

Atonement 
o Atonement means the payment of sin 

 
• “smitten” = daka = crushed, lit. broken to pieces, shattered 

o idea is that of throwing or pounding something to break it open  
o ie/  walnut, egg 
o it was used to describe God smiting Egypt with His plagues 
o God the Father was pounding His Son 
o Christ was on the cross for 6 hours 
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 3 hours of light 
 3 hours of darkness 

• those dark hours were a continual smiting by God 
 

• “crushed spirit” (Isa 57:15); “crushed heart” (Ps 51:17) 
o pulverizing into dust 

 
• “afflicted” = nagua – refers to one shunned for their sickness, ie. 

Leprosy 
o Talmud calls the Messiah the “leprous one” 

 
• “wounded” = mortally wounded, lit. pierced through 

 
Notice the Progression of Suffering: 
v. 3 – despised, forsaken, grief 
v. 4 – stricken, smitten, afflicted 
v. 5 – pierced through, crushed, chastened, scourged 

 
 b. Christ Is The Solution For Our Rebellion (6a) 

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

 
• Sinatra:  “I did it my way” 
• Henley:  I’m the captain of my ship, the master of my fate”  (Invictus) 
 
Judges 21:25 25In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what 
was right in his own eyes. 
 
• Yet all our sin and iniquities were laid on the Lord 

 
 c. Christ Is The Sacrifice For Our Sin (6b) 

and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 

• How can a just God forgive man’s sin without man paying for it? 
• Jesus paid for it. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 
10. The Prediction For Our Salvation Through Christ (Isa 53:7-12) 

 
a. Christ Would Suffer At The Hands Of The Wicked (7a) 

He was oppressed and He was afflicted 
 

• “oppressed” – word used in OT for taskmasters making work harder for the 
slaves 

   
ie/  Hebrews made to make brick without straw 
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• “afflicted” – belittled, humiliated, scorned 

 
b. Christ Would Be Stripped Before The Jeers Of His Tormentors (7b) 

as a sheep before its shearers 
 

• Christ was made naked before others 
 
c. Christ Would Be Silent In The Face Of His Slaughter (7c) 

Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth 

 
• yet He never complained 
• 7 words of Christ on the cross – never a complaint 

 
d. Christ Would Be Sentenced For The Penalty Of Others (8) 

8  He was taken from prison and from judgment, and who will declare His 
generation?  For He was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgressions 
of My people He was stricken.   
 
• “taken from prison and from judgment” – translated another way “by 

oppression and judgment” 
o perhaps refers to the lack of legal protection and lack of legal 

procedure in Jesus’ trials 
o oppressive sentence, perverted justice – (Lindsay) 

 
• “cut off from the land of the living” = death 

  - yet a hurried death 
 

• “transgressions of My people” – brings clear contrast between Christ and 
Israel 

 
• “stricken” = nagua – used to describe those who were leprous 
 

e. Christ Would Be Buried Among The Wicked (9) 
9  And they made His grave with the wicked—But with the rich at His death, 
because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. 
 
• Christ was buried in a grave of a rich man from Arimathea 
 
Matthew 27:57-59  “Now when evening had come, there came a rich man 
from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of 
Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
commanded the body to be given to him. When Joseph had taken the body, he 
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth” 
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f. Christ Would Become The Satisfaction Of The Wrath Of God (10a) 
10a Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief.  When You 
make His soul an offering for sin 

  
• “bruise” – too light of a translation – idea is of crushing into fine powder 

o NASB translates it “Crush” 
 ie/  buy pestal and mortar to crush pills into powder 

o Propitiation = satisfying the wrath and judgment of God 
 

• “offering for sin” – asham = trespass offering 
• Lev 6&7 – perfect male lamb or ram sacrificed to the Lord 
• “pleased” = it might seem initially sadistic that God would be pleased of the 

beating of His Son 

Ephesians 5:1-2 1Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2And walk in 
love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 

g. Christ Would Be Resurrected For The Pleasure Of God (10b) 
10b  He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD 
shall prosper in His hand 

 
• “He shall see His seed”; “prolong His days” – subsequent to His death – 

refers to His resurrection 
 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4  “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures” 

 
Isaiah 53:8-10 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

v.8a  For He was cut off from the land of the living Christ died 
v.8b  For the transgressions of My people He was stricken For our sins 
Isaiah said it in 53:8 700 years ago According to the Scriptures 
v. 9  And they made His grave with the wicked And that He was buried 
v. 10  When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall 
see His seed, He shall prolong His days 

And that He rose again the third 
day according to the Scriptures 

 
h. Christ Would Declare His Believers Righteous Before God (Justification) 

(11) 
11  He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My 
righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. 

 
• “by His knowledge” 

o Christ wasn’t surprised by the suffering and the cross 
o He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane fully aware of the agony to 

come 
 

• “My righteous Servant” = tsadik avid – the perfect servant of the Lord 
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i. Christ Would Be Exalted As A Victorious Conqueror Over Sin (12) 
12  Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the 
spoil with the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was 
numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of many, and made 
intercession for the transgressors. 

 
Philippians 2:9  “Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 
name which is above every name” 

 
• the Victorious Servant Messiah will share His spoils with His people – that’s us 
• Paul referred to this as being heirs of Jesus Christ (Rom 8:17) 

 
G. The Events Preceding Christ’s Death 
 

Focus Forecast Fulfillment 
Triumphal Entry Zechariah 9:9 9“Rejoice 

greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your King is coming to 
you; He is just and having 
salvation, Lowly and riding on a 
donkey, A colt, the foal of a 
donkey. 
 

Matthew 21:9 9Then the 
multitudes who went before and 
those who followed cried out, 
saying: “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! ‘Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!’ 
Hosanna in the highest!” 
 

Betrayal Detailed 
• 30 pieces of silver is the 

price of a slave 
• betrayed by a friend 
• silver was used, not gold 
• money was thrown in the 

house of the Lord 
• money used to buy a 

potter’s field 

Zechariah 11:12-13 12Then I 
said to them, “If it is agreeable 
to you, give me my wages; and 
if not, refrain.” So they weighed 
out for my wages thirty pieces 
of silver. 13And the Lord said to 
me, “Throw it to the potter”—
that princely price they set on 
me. So I took the thirty pieces 
of silver and threw them into 
the house of the Lord for the 
potter. 

Matthew 27:3, 9-10 3Then 
Judas, His betrayer, seeing that 
He had been condemned, was 
remorseful and brought back 
the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders, … 
9Then was fulfilled what was 
spoken by Jeremiah the 
prophet, saying, “And they took 
the thirty pieces of silver, the 
value of Him who was priced, 
whom they of the children of 
Israel priced, 10and gave them 
for the potter’s field, as the Lord 
directed me.” 

Accusation Based On Lies Psalm 109:2-3 2For the mouth 
of the wicked and the mouth of 
the deceitful Have opened 
against me; They have spoken 
against me with a lying tongue. 
3They have also surrounded me 
with words of hatred, And 
fought against me without a 
cause. 

John 18:29-30 29Pilate then 
went out to them and said, 
“What accusation do you bring 
against this Man?” 30They 
answered and said to him, “If 
He were not an evildoer, we 
would not have delivered Him 
up to you.” 
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H. The Manner Of Christ’s Death 
 

Psalm 22:16 16For dogs have surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed 
Me. They pierced My hands and My feet; 
 
Psalm 22:18 18They divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots. 

 
Mark 15:24 24And when they crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for them 
to determine what every man should take. 

 
Focus           Forecast              Fulfillment 

Hung On Cross Deuteronomy 21:22-23 22“If a 
man has committed a sin 
deserving of death, and he is put 
to death, and you hang him on a 
tree, 23his body shall not remain 
overnight on the tree, but you 
shall surely bury him that day, so 
that you do not defile the land 
which the Lord your God is giving 
you as an inheritance; for he who 
is hanged is accursed of God. 

Galatians 3:13 13Christ has 
redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, having become a curse 
for us (for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree”), 
 

Word on the Cross Psalm 22:1 1To the Chief 
Musician. Set to “The Deer of the 
Dawn.” a Psalm of David. My God, 
My God, why have You forsaken 
Me? Why are You so far from 
helping Me, And from the words of 
My groaning? 

Mark 15:34 34And at the ninth 
hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?” which is translated, 
“My God, My God, why have You 
forsaken Me?” 

 
No Broken Bones Psalm 34:20 20He guards all his 

bones; Not one of them is broken. 
John 19:31-34 31Therefore, 
because it was the Preparation 
Day, that the bodies should not 
remain on the cross on the 
Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a 
high day), the Jews asked Pilate 
that their legs might be broken, 
and that they might be taken 
away. 32Then the soldiers came 
and broke the legs of the first and 
of the other who was crucified 
with Him. 33But when they came 
to Jesus and saw that He was 
already dead, they did not break 
His legs. 34But one of the soldiers 
pierced His side with a spear, and 
immediately blood and water 
came out. 
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Crucifixion Piercing Psalm 22:16 16For dogs have 
surrounded Me; The 
congregation of the wicked has 
enclosed Me. They pierced My 
hands and My feet; 

 

Garment Distributed Psalm 22:18 18They divide My 
garments among them, And for 
My clothing they cast lots. 
 

Mark 15:24 24And when they 
crucified Him, they divided His 
garments, casting lots for them 
to determine what every man 
should take. 

Thirst Quenched Psalm 22:15 15My strength is 
dried up like a potsherd, And 
My tongue clings to My jaws; 
You have brought Me to the 
dust of death. 
Psalm 69:21 21They also gave 
me gall for my food, And for 
my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink. 

John 19:28-30 28After this, 
Jesus, knowing that all things 
were now accomplished, that 
the Scripture might be fulfilled, 
said, “I thirst!” 29Now a vessel 
full of sour wine was sitting 
there; and they filled a sponge 
with sour wine, put it on 
hyssop, and put it to His 
mouth. 30So when Jesus had 
received the sour wine, He 
said, “It is finished!” And 
bowing His head, He gave up 
His spirit. 

 
 
I. The Resurrection Of Christ 
 

Forecast Fulfillment 
Psalm 49:15 15But God will 
redeem my soul from the power of 
the grave 

Acts 2:25-32 25For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the 
Lord always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I 
may not be shaken…27For You will not leave my soul in Hades, 
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption… 
30Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to 
the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 
31he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the 
Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see 
corruption. 32This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all 
witnesses. 

Psalm 49:15 15But God will 
redeem my soul from the power of 
the grave 

Matthew 28:5-7 5But the angel answered and said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 
was crucified. 6He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7And go quickly and 
tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He 
is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, 
I have told you.” 
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Isaiah 53:11 11He shall see the 
labor of His soul, and be satisfied. 
By His knowledge My righteous 
Servant shall justify many, For He 
shall bear their iniquities. 

Romans 5:8-10 8But God demonstrates His own love toward 
us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Much 
more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through Him. 10For if when we were enemies 
we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much 
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 
Romans 6:9 9knowing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over 
Him. 

 
J. The Prophetic Plan For Christ (Dan 12:25-27) 

The Seventy Weeks Of Daniel

Decree of Artaxerxes
March 14, 445 B.C.

Nehemiah 2:1-8

Triumphal Entry
April 6, 32 A.D.
Luke 19:35-44

7 Weeks
(49 Years)

62 Weeks
(434 Years)

Rebuilding of Jerusalem & Temple
Old Testament canon completed

396 B.C.

R
a
p
t
u
r
e

Church
Age

1 Week
(7 Years)

2nd

C
o
m
i
n
g

Tribulation

Gap

Ascent of Antichrist
Refocus on Israel

Israel, Nations 
& Antichrist

Judged
 

 
1. The Establishment Of The Seventy Weeks (25a; cf. Neh 2:1-8) 

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the command to restore and build 
Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince,  

 
 a. Getting The Third Decree – 3rd Decree of Artaxerxes (Neh 2:1-8) 
 

• There were three separate decrees by the Kings of the Gentiles permitting the 
exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem. 

• 1st Decree:  Cyrus in 539 B.C. (2 Chron 36:23; Ezra 1:2-4) 
o not the decree in Daniel’s prophecy because the topic was the temple, 

not the rebuilding of Jerusalem 
• 2nd Decree:  Artaxerxes in 458 B.C. (Ezra 7:11-26) 

o this decree also did not specifically address the rebuilding of the city, 
though it seems inferred by Ezra (9:9) 

o the temple was the emphasis in this decree 
• 3rd Decree:  Artaxerxes in 444 B.C. (Neh 2:5-8, 17-18) 

o Artaxerxes authorizes the walls to be rebuilt 
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Nehemiah 2:1-8  “1In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King 
Artaxerxes … 4Then the king said to me, “What do you request?” So I prayed to 
the God of heaven. 5And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your 
servant has found favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the 
city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may rebuild it.”… 8and a letter to Asaph the 
keeper of the king’s forest, that he must give me timber to make beams for the 
gates of the citadel which pertains to the temple, for the city wall, and for the 
house that I will occupy.” And the king granted them to me according to the 
good hand of my God upon me.” 

 
• “The decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah. Another decree is that of Artaxerxes 

to Nehemiah in 444 B.C. to rebuild the city of Jerusalem (Neh 2:1–8). Several 
factors commend this decree as the one prophesied by Daniel (9:25 ) for the 
commencement of the seventy weeks. First, there is a direct reference to the 
restoration of the city (2:3, 5 ) and of the city gates and walls (2:3, 8 ). 
Second, Artaxerxes wrote a letter to Asaph to give materials to be used 
specifically for the walls (2:8 ). Third, the Book of Nehemiah and Ezra 4:7–23 
indicate that certainly the restoration of the walls was done in the most 
distressing circumstances, as predicted by Daniel (Dan 9:25).  Fourth, no 
later decrees were given by the Persian kings pertaining to the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem.”  (Hoehner, BibSac, p. 56) 

 
• Walvoord cites 4 decrees:  “The first decree, concerning the building of the 

temple, was made by Cyrus the Great in 538 B.C.; it began the process of 
Israel’s return (2 Chr. 36:22–23; Ezra 1:1–4; 5:13). The second decree 
confirmed the first decree and was issued by Darius I (522–486 B.C.) in the 
year 520 B.C. (Ezra 6:1, 6–12). The third decree was issued by Artaxerxes 
Longimanus (464–424 B.C.) in 457 B.C. (7:11–26). The first two decrees dealt 
with the temple, and the third offered financial backing for animal sacrifices in 
the temple. Actually the city of Jerusalem was not rebuilt in response to these 
first three decrees. Rebuilding Jerusalem was the subject of only the fourth 
decree, one issued by Artaxerxes Longimanus on March 5, 444 B.C. (Neh. 
2:1–8).”  (Walvoord, End Times) 

 
 b. Setting The Date – March 14, 445 B.C. (Nisan 1, 445 B.C.) 
 

• Artaxerxes began his reign in 465 B.C. 
• His 20th year would make his decree in Nehemiah 445 B.C. 
• Nisan is the first month of the Hebrew calendar 
• No particular date is given, making the 1st day of the month likely 
• This would make Nisan 1, 445 B.C. to be March 14, 445 B.C. on our modern 

calendar 
 
2. The Episode Of The Sixty Nine Weeks (25b) 

there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublesome times. 

 
• The first 69 weeks is divided into 2 intervals: 
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 a. Seven Weeks 
 

• 7 weeks of years equals 49 years 
• 445 B.C. + 49 years = 396 B.C. 
• In 396 B.C., the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple was completed by 

Ezra, Nehemiah and crew 
• The Old Testament canon was completed with the writing of Malachi in 396 

B.C., as well 
• The “street” and the “wall” is seen as a reference to the marketplace and 

moat around the City 
• “troublesome times” refers to the difficulty the Jews faced in rebuilding from 

external military threats, internal opposition and financial struggles 
 
 b. Sixty Two Weeks 
 

• 62 weeks of years equals 434 years 
• 69 weeks of years equals 483 years 
• 483 years times 360 days/year = 173,880 days 
• 173,880 days from the decree of Artaxerxes in 445 B.C. to the presentation of 

the Messiah 
• “The period of 483 years extends from March 5, 444 B.C., when Artaxerxes 

issued the decree for Nehemiah to rebuild Jerusalem’s wall, to March 30, A.D. 
33, the date of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which was followed in 
a few days by His death on the cross. At first glance the period of time from 
444 B.C. to A.D. 33 does not seem to equal 483 years (the sixty-nine 
“sevens”). But in biblical times a prophetic year was 360 days (twelve months 
of thirty days). For example, forty-two months in Revelation 11:2 are said to 
have 1,260 days (12:6; 13:5). Thus when the 483 years are multiplied by 360 
days, the total number of days is 173,880, which corresponds exactly to the 
time from 444 B.C. to A.D. 33, when leap years are added. This total of 
173,880 days ended shortly before Christ was crucified, or as Daniel’s 
prediction states, before He was ‘cut off and will have nothing.’” (Walvoord, 
End Times) 

3. The Eradication Of The Messiah (26a) 
   “And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself;  
 
 a. Two Possible Events That Indicate That Christ Is The Messiah 
 

• The Baptism of Christ (Matthew 3:17) 
 
• The Triumphal Entry (Luke 19:35-44) 

   - this is observed as Palm Sunday, today 
 

Luke 19:35-40  “35 They threw their own clothes on the colt, and they 
set Jesus on him. 36And as He went, many spread their clothes on the 
road. 37Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of 
Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise 
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God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, 38saying: 
‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Peace in heaven 
and glory in the highest! 39And some of the Pharisees called to Him from 
the crowd, ‘Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.’ 40But He answered and said 
to them, ‘I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would 
immediately cry out.’ 

 
   - nothing would keep quiet the fact that Jesus is the Messiah 

- but Jesus would weep over the City because Christ knows that this 
prophecy in Daniel pointed to this very day, but they didn’t know God’s 
time table 

 
Luke 19:41-44  “41Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over 
it, 42saying, ‘If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the 
things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 
43For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an 
embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 
44and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will 
not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know  
the time of your visitation.’” 

 
• this is the day Christ is crucified 
• “cut off” = “to kill or destroy” (cf. Gen 9:11; Dt 20:20; Jer 11:19) 
• “but not for himself” – could be translated “with nothing for himself” 
• Christ did not deserve to die as a criminal, with ridicule and humiliation 

 
  Q:  Which event occurred 173,880 days after Artaxerxe’s decree? 
 

b. Two Possible Calculations 
 
 1) Sir Robert Anderson, The Coming Prince 
 

• Decree date – March 14, 445 B.C. (1st Nisan, 20th year of Artaxerxes) 
• 173,880 days later is April 6, 32 A.D. 
• Christ came to Jerusalem on Passover, April 6, 32 A.D. (10th Nisan) 
• 476 years and 24 days is the apparent time gap 
• 1 year must be deducted since only 1 year elapses between 1 B.C. and 

1 A.D. making the actual time elapsed as 476 years and 24 days 
• Converting 476 years to our 365 day calendar (476 X 365) + 24 (March 

14 to April 6) = 173,764 days 
• Add 119 days to account for 119 leap years (476 divided by 4) brings 

us to 173, 883 days 
• The inaccuracy of the Julian calendar, according to the Royal 

Observatory in London, is 1/128th longer than the solar year so 1/128th 
of 476 years is 3 days too long.  Subtract 3 from 173,883 – we have 
173,880 days exactly 

 
 



 22 

 2) Dr. Harold Hoehner, Chronological Aspects Of The Life Of Christ  
 

• Using more sophisticated astronomical charts and computer 
computations, Hoehner differs from Anderson by a slim margin 

 
• “Anderson’s calculations include some problems. First, in the light of 

new evidence since Anderson’s day, the 445 B.C. date is not acceptable 
for Artaxerxes’ twentieth year; instead the decree was given in Nisan, 
444 B.C. Second, the A.D. 32 date for the crucifixion is untenable. It 
would mean that Christ was crucified on either a Sunday or Monday.   
In fact, Anderson realizes the dilemma and he has to do mathematical 
gymnastics to arrive at a Friday crucifixion. This makes one 
immediately suspect. Actually there is no good evidence for an A.D. 32 
crucifixion date.”  (Hoehner, BibSac, p. 64) 

• He dates the decree of Artaxerxes at March 5, 444 B.C. (not 3/14/445 
B.C.) or Nisan 1 of Artaxerxes’ 20th year (Neh 2:1-8) 

• A king’s ascension year was not counted so 464 B.C. would be 
Artaxerxes first year as king 

• 20 years later, according to Nehemiah, would make the date 444 B.C. 
• multiply 476 (years between decree and presentation of Messiah) by 

365.242199879 (365 days, 5 hours, 38 minutes and 45.975 seconds, 
which accounts for the 1/128th of a day extra per year), the number of 
days would be 173,855.28662404 (or 173,855 days, 6 hours, 52 
minutes and 44 seconds) 

• This makes 25 days more than the 173,880 days 
• By adding those 25 days to March 5, Hoehner places the date of the 

triumphal entry as March 30, 33 A.D. which makes the time period 
precisely 173,880 days 

• Hoehner’s Verification: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
• Hoehner’s Rationale for 360-Day Years 

 ½ week – Dan 9:27 
 Time, times, ½ time – Dan 7:25; 12:7; Rev 12:14 
 1,260 days – Rev 12:6; 11:3 
 42 months – Rev 11:2; 13:5 
 Thus:  42 months = 1,260 days = time, times ½ time – ½ 

week 
 Therefore:  month = 30 days; year = 360 days 

444 B.C. to A.D. 33 =  476 years 
 

476 years x 365.24219879 =  173,855 
+ days between March 5 and March 30 =  25 days 

173,880 
 

* Messiah cut off after 69 weeks – April 3, A.D. 33 
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Daniel 7:25  He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall 
persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. 
Then the saints shall be given into his hand for a time and times and half a 
time.  

Daniel 12:7  Then I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters 
of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand to heaven, and 
swore by Him who lives forever, that it shall be for a time, times, and half a 
time; and when the power of the holy people has been completely shattered, all 
these things shall be finished.  

Revelation 12:14  But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that 
she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time 
and times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.  

Revelation 11:2-3  2But leave out the court which is outside the temple, and 
do not measure it, for it has been given to the Gentiles. And they will tread the 
holy city underfoot for forty-two months. 3And I will give power to my two 
witnesses, and they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty 
days, clothed in sackcloth.”  

Revelation 12:6  Then the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a 
place prepared by God, that they should feed her there one thousand two 
hundred and sixty days.  

Revelation 13:5  5And he was given a mouth speaking great things and 
blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. 

 
(Harold Hoehner’s, “Daniel’s Seventy Weeks and New Testament Chronology,”  

Bibliotheca Sacra,  Vol. 132:525, January, 1975, p. 65) 
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II. Old Testament Types Of Christ 
 
A. Adam Is A Type Of Christ 
 

1. The Picture:  Christ Is The Head Of The Human Race (Rom 5:14; 1 Cor 15:45) 
 

Romans 5:14  “Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not 
sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him 
who was to come.” 

 
• Adam is identified as a “type” of Christ 
• The action of one man affects the whole human race 

 
1 Corinthians 15:45  “And so it is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living 
being.’ The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” 

 
• Adam’s sin spread sin to the whole human race – death resulted 
• Christ’s righteousness spread to all who put their faith in him – life resulted  

 
Romans 5:18  “Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, 
resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came 
to all men, resulting in justification of life.” 

 
• Adam represented sin and death 
• Christ, the last Adam, represents righteousness and life 

 
2. The Point:  As Adam Brought Forth Judgment For Man, Christ Brought Forth 

Justification 
 
B. Aaron Is A Type Of Christ 
 
 1. The Picture:  Christ Is The Mediator Between God & Man (Heb 5:1-5) 
 

Hebrews 5:1-5  “For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in 
things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can 
have compassion on those who are ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also 
subject to weakness. Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for 
himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who 
is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become 
High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: “You are My Son, Today I have begotten 
You.” 

 
v.1 points out that the purpose of the priest is to act on behalf of men on bearing gifts 
to God (offerings) and sacrifices for sins to God 
 
• Aaron, the brother of Moses, from the tribe of Levi, was appointed to such a position 

 



 25 

• differences are clear – Aaron needed to sacrifice an offering for his own sins (v.3), 
but Christ does not 

 
• but both represent men before God 

 
2. The Point:  Sinful Man Can’t Face A Holy On Our Own, Christ Is Our Mediator 

 
• we need help – we can’t get to heaven on our own 

 
• people try different religions and good works 
• but man will fry confronting God in our sins 
• we need the righteousness of Christ 

 
C. Melchizedek Is A Type Of Christ 
 

1. The Picture:  Christ Is The Perfectly Perpetual Priestly (Gen 14:18-20; Ps 
110:4; Heb 7:1-3) 

 
Genesis 14:18-20  “Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he 
was the priest of God Most High. And he blessed him and said: ‘Blessed be Abram of 
God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, Who 
has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ And he gave him a tithe of all.” 

 
Psalm 110:4  “The LORD has sworn And will not relent, ‘You are a priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek.’” 

 
Hebrews 7:1-3  “For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High 
God…without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of 
days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually” 

 
• Melchizedek – king and priest who had no genealogical record (Gen 14:18-20) 
• Aaronic priesthood was perpetuated by genealogical succession 
• similarly, because Christ is eternal, He has no genealogy as God & priest 

 
  a. Distinguishing Features Of The Melchizedekan Priesthood 
 

• Charles Ryrie gives the features of the Melchizedekan priesthood:  (Basic 
Theology, p. 258) 

 
1) It was a royal priesthood.  Melchizedek was a king as well as a priest.  

The uniting of these two function was unknown among Aaronic priests, 
though predicted of Christ in Zechariah 6:13. 
 

2) It was unrelated to ancestry.  ‘Without father, without mother’ does 
not mean that Melchizedek did not have parents, nor that he was not born 
or did not die, but only that the Scriptures contain no record of these 
events so that he might be more perfectly likened to Christ.  Aaronic 
priests depended on their ancestry to qualify.   
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3) It was timeless, having no recorded beginning or ending so 

Melchizedek might again be more like the Lord who is a Priest forever 
after the order of Melchizedek. 
 

4) It was superior to the Aaronic order.  Abraham, out of whom came 
the Aaronic order, acknowledged the superiority of Melchizedek when he 
gave tithes of the spoils of the war to him (Gen 14:20).  Levi, though 
unborn, and all the priests that came from him were involved in this act 
which demonstrated the superiority of Melchizedek.” 

 
  b. Christ’s Similarity To The Melchizedekan Priesthood 
 
   1) Christ Is A Royal Priest (Heb 7:1) 
 

Hebrews 7:1  “For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most 
High God, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings 
and blessed him.” 

 
• as a King supplies his troops in battle, and Melchizedek fed the troops 

of Abraham 
• likewise the King Priest Christ refreshes us and sustains us for battle 
• Phil 4 – My God shall supply all my needs according to His riches in 

glory! 
 
   2) Christ Is Not An Inherited Priest (Heb 7:3, 14-16) 
 

Hebrews 7:3  “Without father, without mother, without genealogy, 
having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of 
God, remains a priest continually.” 

 
• Some think Melchizedek was the preincarnate Christ, but he was just 

an analogy – a real person without a recorded lineage who was both a 
king and a priest during a peaceful time 

 
Hebrews 7:14-16  “For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of 
which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning the priesthood.  And it is yet 
far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another 
priest who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly commandment, 
but according the power of an endless life.” 

 
• fleshly commandment – temporal law that passed on priesthood 

through inheritance 
 

3) Christ Is An Eternal Priest (Heb 5:6; 7:23-24) 
 

Hebrews 5:6  “You are a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek” 



 27 

 
Hebrews 7:23-24  “Also there were many priests, because they were 
prevented by death from continuing.  But He, because He continues 
forever, has an unchangeable priesthood.” 

 
• “unchangeable” = Gr. aparabaton 

 
   4) Christ Is A Peaceful Priest (Heb 7:2, 25) 
 

Hebrews 7:2  “First being translated ‘king of righteousness,’ and then 
also king of Salem, meaning ‘king of peace’” 

 
Hebrews 7:25  “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those 
who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession 
for them.” 

 
   5) Christ Is A Superior Priest (Heb 7:22, 26-28) 
   

Hebrews 7:22  “By so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better 
covenant.” 

 
• “surety” – down payment, guarantee 
• New Covenant – ultimate sacrifice of Christ 

 
Hebrews 7:26-28  “For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher 
than the heavens; who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer 
up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He 
did once for all when He offered up Himself.  For the law appoints as high 
priests men who have weakness, but the word of the oath which came 
after the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.” 

 
  c. As Priest, Christ Offers: 
 
   1) A Completed Sacrifice  

   
Hebrews 9:25-28  “Not that He should offer Himself often, as the high 
priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another—He 
then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but 
now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after 
this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many.” 

 
   2)  A Continuous Representation (Heb 6:19-20) 
 

• a priest is a representative to God on behalf of man 
• Christ as Priest represents us before God 
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Hebrews 6:19-20  “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil, where 
the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 
• God entered God’s presence as a forerunner for us 
• OT Jews could never enter the Holy Place of the temple – except for 

the High Priest once a year (Yom Kippor) 
• But through Christ, we can come into His presence 

 
ie/  your doctor isn’t always available – only when he/she is on call or 
make appointment – Jesus is always on call 

 
ie/  your attorney has regular hours and charges on the quarter hour – 
Christ is freely available 24 hours, 7 days a week 

 
  3) A Ceaseless Prayer (Heb 7:24-25; Rom 8:34) 

 
Hebrews 7:24-25  “But He, because He continues forever, has an 
unchangeable priesthood.  Therefore He is also able to save to the 
uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to 
make intercession for them.” 

 
Romans 8:34  “It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.” 

 
Q:  Is Christ actually praying and petitioning before God for us or is Christ  
 
• “intercession” = Gr. entygchano 
• this word clearly relates one who is making specific petitions and 

requests 
• Acts 25:24 – Jewish people petitioned Festus 
• Romans 11:2 – Elijah pleads with God against Israel 

 
Q:  How does this truth about Christ’s intercession relate to the Catholic 
view of prayer to Mary? 

 
• Witmer:  “The accessibility of our Lord Jesus as the Christian’s 

Intercessor and the constancy of His intercession for believers with 
God the Father make the use of the Virgin Mary as well as a galaxy of 
saints not only unnecessary but actually an affront to the Lord and His 
ministry.”  (Immanuel, p. 133) 
 

• How blessed we are to have Christ praying for us! 
 
   4) A Crucial Advocacy (1 Tim 2:5; 1 Jn 2:1) 
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1 Timothy 2:5  “For there is one God and one Mediator between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus.” 

 
1 John 2:1  “My dear children, I write this to you so that you sill not sin.  
But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our 
defense – Jesus Christ the Righteous One.”  (NIV) 

 
• as God – He represents God; as Man – He represents man 
• He is unique and crucial to represent man as God 

 
2. The Point:  Christ Deserves Eternal Worship For Being Our Sacrifice, 

Intercessor And Mediator 
 

• Don’t be satisfied with your impression of Christ being that of a Hallmark manger 
scene 

• Christ is the eternal High Priest – continually working on our behalf 
• Don’t lose hope – Christ is continually interceding for us  

 
Conclusion: 
 
1. The Old Testament is about the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  God really loves us by telling 

us Help & Hope is on the way.  Is Christ you hope for eternal life? 
 
2. The fulfillment of prophecy is amazingly precise.  With God, even the “incredible” becomes 

“credible”!  Do you believe? 
 
Fairest Lord Jesus (Schönster Herr Jesu) 
Verse 1 
Fairest Lord Jesus Ruler of all nature 
O Thou of God and man the Son 
Thee will I cherish Thee will I honor 
Thou my soul's glory joy and crown 
Verse 2 
Fair are the meadows fairer still the woodlands 
Robed in the blooming garb of spring 
Jesus is fairer Jesus is purer 
Who makes the woeful heart to sing 
Verse 3 
Fair is the sunshine fairer still the moonlight 
And all the twinkling starry host 
Jesus shines brighter Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels heav'n can boast 
Verse 4 
Beautiful Saviour Lord of all the nations 
Son of God and Son of Man 
Glory and honor praise adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine 
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