
STICKY FINGERS VS. 
OPEN HAND

Exodus 20:15 You shall not steal



EMPLOYEE THEFT

• 75% of employees have stolen at least once from their employer. 
(Source: CalRest.org)

• More than 30 percent of business bankruptcies are due to employee theft. 
(Source: Service Management Group)

• 90% of all significant theft losses come from employees. (Source:Willis North 
America)

• Cash theft is the top cause for over 20% of businesses. (Source: Balance Innovations)

• 40% of employees who steal from their work have experienced HR red flags prior. 
(Source: SHRM)

• 60% of employees would steal if they knew they wouldn’t get caught. (Source: FBI)

https://www.embroker.com/blog/employee-theft-statistics/

https://www.calrest.org/labor-employment/employee-theft-why-do-employees-steal
https://www.smg.com/docs/default-source/default-document-library/resources/are-happier-employees-less-likely-to-steal.pdf?sfvrsn=c356c331_8
https://community.mis.temple.edu/tkaye/files/2017/08/RMI-2901-Part-2-submission.pdf
https://www.balanceinnovations.com/resources/
https://www.shrm.org/resourcesandtools/hr-topics/employee-relations/pages/workplace-theft-on-the-rise-.aspx
https://www.awci.org/cd/pdfs/9004_g.pdf
https://www.embroker.com/blog/employee-theft-statistics/


I. WHY WE STEAL



WE COVET MATERIAL THINGS

• Joshua 7:20-21 20 And Achan answered Joshua, 
“Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of 
Israel, and this is what I did: 21 when I saw among 
the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 
shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 
shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And 
see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, 
with the silver underneath.”



WE TREASURE EARTHLY IDOLS

• Matthew 6:19-21,24 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 
where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also…24 “No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or else 
he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon.



WE DON’T TRUST GOD’S PROVISION

• Matthew 6:28-32 28“So why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin; 29“and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30“Now if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you 
of little faith? 31“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32“For 
after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things.



PHILLIP RYKEN

• “every theft is a failure to trust in his provision. 
Whenever we take something that doesn’t belong 
to us, we deny that God has given us or is able to 
give us everything we truly need. Therefore, 
keeping the eighth commandment is a practical 
exercise of our faith in God’s providence.” 

• Written In Stone, p. 175



WE STEAL WHAT GOD PROVIDED 
TO SOMEONE ELSE

• 1 Chronicles 29:11-12 11 Yours, O Lord, is the 
greatness and the power and the glory and the victory 
and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the 
earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are 
exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and honor come 
from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power 
and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to 
give strength to all.



WE CONTRADICT CHRIST’S 
HUMILITY AND SACRIFICE

• Philippians 2:5-8 “Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider 
it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no 
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the 
likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 
even the death of the cross.”



II.  HOW WE STEAL



THEFT

• Exodus 20:15.You shall not steal



THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

• Q. What does God forbid in the eighth commandment?

• A. God forbids not only outright theft and robbery, punishable by 
law. But in God’s sight theft also includes all scheming and swindling 
in order to get our neighbor’s goods for ourselves, whether by force 
or means that appear legitimate, such as inaccurate measurements 
of weight, size, or volume; fraudulent merchandising; counterfeit 
money; excessive interest; or any other means forbidden by God. In 
addition God forbids all greed and pointless squandering of his gifts.

https://thereformedmind.wordpress.com/2012/04/02/heidelberg-catechism-questions-110-111/



CHEATING

• Proverbs 20:17 Bread gained by deceit is sweet 
to a man, but afterward his mouth will be filled 
with gravel.



CHEATING

• Deuteronomy 25:13-16 13 “You shall not have in your bag two 
kinds of weights, a large and a small. 14 You shall not have in your 
house two kinds of measures, a large and a small. 15 A full 
and fair2weight you shall have, a full and fair measure you shall 
have, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your 
God is giving you. 16 For pall who do such things, all who act 
dishonestly, are an abomination to the Lord your God.



SWINDLING, BRIBERY, EXTORTION

• Exodus 22:25 If you lend money to any of my people with you who 
is poor, you shall not be like a moneylender to him, and you shall not 
exact interest from him.

• Psalm 15:5 He who does not put out his money at usury, nor does 
he take a bribe against the innocent.  He who does these things shall 
never be moved.

• Proverbs 28:8 One who increases his possessions by usury and 
extortion gathers it for him who will pity the poor.



LAZINESS

• Proverbs 6:10-11 10 A little sleep, a little 
slumber, a little folding of the hands to 
rest, 11 and poverty will come upon you like a 
robber, and want like an armed man. 

• Proverbs 18:9 He who is slothful in his work is a 
brother to him who is a great destroyer. 



GOVERNMENT CORRUPTION

• Proverbs 11:16 A gracious woman retains 
honor, but ruthless men retain riches.



SKIP RYAN

• “In capitalism, the money is yours to do with it 
what you want.  In socialism, it belongs to the 
state, and the state uses it for what the 
community needs.  In Christianity, it’s God’s, and it 
must be sed as He directs.”

(cited by Allistair Begg, Pathway To Freedom, p. 176)



SLAVERY

• Exodus 21:16 Whoever steals a man and sells 
him, and anyone found in possession of him, shall 
be put to death.



ROBBING GOD

• Micah 3:8-10 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. 
But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and 
contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing 
me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need



ROBBING GOD

• Deuteronomy 15:10 You shall give to him freely, 
and your heart shall not be grudging when you 
give to him, because for this the Lord your God 
will bless you in all your work and in all that you 
undertake.



CONCLUSION



TRUST THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST 
WHICH IS THE ULTIMATE ANTI-
THEFT ANTITHESIS IN GOD’S 
GRACIOUS AND SACRIFICIAL 
SALVATION. 
(MT 27:38 – HE DIED BETWEEN AND 
ON BEHALF OF THIEVES)

Matthew 27:38 Then two robbers were crucified 
with him, one on the right and one on the left.



SET YOUR TREASURE IN 
HEAVEN, NOT EARTH.

Mt 6:19-32



WORK WITH INTEGRITY.

Proverbs 19:1 Better is the poor who 
walks in his integrity than one who is 
perverse in his lips, and is a fool.

Proverbs 20:7 The righteous man walks in 
his integrity; his children are blessed after 
him.



DISCUSSION:

• Have you ever been robbed or cheated?  How did feel?

• What does the sin of stealing say about one’s 
relationship with God?

• How do we take from God what belongs to Him?  
How is poor stewardship akin to theft?

• How can we be better givers than takers?
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