
Why We Have To Guard Our Churches 
Jude 12-19 

Say, Jude, Part 3 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

• The strength of the 49’ers is their offensive line – defending their ball handlers and keeping 
out intruders 
 

• Parents – we’re like offensive linemen guarding the influences on our children 
o What they’re taught in school 
o What they watch on TV or YouTube 
o How they’re influenced by social media 
o Who they hang out with  
o Basically:  how they’re influenced 

 
• Church – we’re to be on guard against false teaching creeping into the church 

o Attacks against the Gospel  
 Christ the only way vs. many ways 
 Saved by Grace vs. Works (or grace + works) 

o Attacks on the Person of Christ  
 Deity and Humanity vs. neither, either or diluted 
 death of Christ is substitutionary atonement vs. moral example (liberal & social 

gospel) 
o Attacks on the Authority of Scripture  

 Word of God vs. merely ancient literature 
 Source of God’s moral law and righteousness vs. irrelevant historical book 

 
• Glossary: 

o Orthodoxy – Sound Doctrine (lit. “straight teaching”) (Titus 2:1) 
o False Teaching – ”contrary to sound doctrine” (1 Tim 1:10) 
o Heresy – teaching contrary to the Scriptures (2 Pt 2:1) 
o Apostasy – abandoning the teaching and faith in Christ (Jd 5; 2 Tim 3:8) 

 
• The Flow of Jude 

 
o Defend – Assert Scripture’s truth against what is false.  The Gospel is at stake. (3) 

 
Jude 3 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith 
that was once for all delivered to the saints.  

 
o Discern – Make sure what is being taught aligns with Scripture.  Truth is at stake. 

(Jude 4) 
 
Jude 4 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for 
this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality 
and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  



 
• Delete – If we can’t correct the false teacher, we must identify and remove.  The 

Church is at stake. (5-11) 
 Jude identified the history of apostasy (v. 5 Israel, v. 6 Angels, v. 7 Sodom & 

Gomorrah) 
 

Jude 5-7 5 Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, 
who saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not 
believe. 6 And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but 
left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until 
the judgment of the great day— 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding 
cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural 
desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. 

 
 Jude identified actions of apostasy (8-10 – dreaming, defiling, defying, denouncing, 

disregarding) 
 

Jude 8-10 8 Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the 
flesh, reject authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But when the 
archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of 
Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The 
Lord rebuke you.” 10 But these people blaspheme all that they do not understand, 
and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand 
instinctively.  

 
 Jude identified the motives of apostasy (11: Cain – independence, Balaam – greed, 

Korah – rebellion) 
 

Jude 11 11 Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and 
abandoned themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and perished in 
Korah’s rebellion.  

 
Jude 12-19 

12 These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding 
themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice 
dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for 
whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.  

14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying,  “Behold, the Lord 
comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly 
of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh 
things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 16 These are grumblers, malcontents, following 
their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage.  

17 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They 
said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.” 19 It is these 
who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.  
 
 
 
 



I. To Protect From Internal Destruction (12-13) 
 

A. Unloving Teachers Are Hidden Dangers (12a) 
12a These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds 
feeding themselves;  

 
• A few years ago, Daisy and another family member had a horrible experience with the reefs 

in Kauai.  Sharp, dangerous – couldn’t stand on them because they’re protected. 
 

• “hidden reefs” = spilades – defile 
• Spilades also means spots or to defile – Jude is using double meaning with this word – the 

picture of hidden reefs, the reality of defiling the love feasts 
 

• Ie/ Around 10 years ago, our Kindergarten teacher moved to New Zealand and the cargo 
ship carrying all their family’s belongings crashed on a hidden reef very close to where our 
missions team served a few years before.  The cargo container sank in the sea. 

 
• “love feasts” = love feasts were like church potlucks attached to communion 
 
• At these feasts meant to serve others, the selfishness of shepherds 
• “feeding themselves” = poimainontes – lit. shepherding themselves, implying that they are 

not showing care or love for the flock 
 

Ie/ it’s like someone coming to our church picnic to try to exert spiritual influence to join their 
false teaching, cult or false religion 
Ie/ or people who use the church to serve themselves 
 
• D.E. Hiebert:  “Jude is condemning their brazen self-indulgence and revealing their true 

character.”  (2 Peter & Jude, p. 258) 
 

• Ie/ Costi Hinn, nephew of Benny Hinn, grew up in the prosperity theology movement which 
claims that God wants you to be healthy and wealthy.  He exposed the underbelly and greed 
of how these false teachers took advantage of Christians for their own greed – getting rich, 
buying personal airplanes, doing immoral things with ministry money 

 
B. Unstable Teachers Are Governed By Emotions Over The Word (12b)  

12b  waterless clouds, swept along by winds;  
 

• “lack of true substance. They disappoint; they promise but do not deliver” (Charles, Daryl; 
Thatcher, Tom. 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, and 3 John, Jude, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 
p. 479, Zondervan Academic. Kindle Edition.) 
 

• “men of promise but no performance” (cited by Hiebert, p. 260) 
 

• A few weeks ago, we saw some dark clouds overhead hopefully providing some relief to our 
drought – but they were waterless and moved along 

 
• What looked promising was really empty 
 



• False teachers look impressive and knows how to attract people with their personality and 
speech.   

 
• Paul describes “every wind of doctrine” that can sweep away unanchored believers in the 

faith 
 
Ephesians 4:14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes 

 
C. Unfruitful Teachers Are Dead To Christ (12c) 

12c fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; 
 

• “late autumn” – fruit trees bear less fruit as the cold of winter is on the horizon 
• Fruit trees failed to yield fruit  
• failed in purpose, removed (“twice dead”) 
• intensiveness indicated by “double” 
• “They have failed to fulfill the purpose of their existence.”  (Hiebert, p. 260) 

 
John 15:5-6 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he 
it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide 
in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers;  and the branches are gathered, thrown 
into the fire, and burned. 

 
• Jesus is saying that true believers bear fruit because they’re connected to Christ the Vine.  

But false believers and/or apostates are like fruitless trees – dead, uprooted from Christ 
 

• Costi Hinn:  “With poetic yet vividly literal imagery, Jude writes what we identify today in the 
lives of prosperity preachers. They are like shepherds who feed themselves richly as they 
live like royalty on the backs of those in the gutter.  They are like clouds without water and 
dead trees because they appear to be something but produce nothing of value of 
nourishment.  Their lifestyles are marked by deception, greed, prostitution, immorality, 
molestation, felony, mockery, and abuse of the most vulnerable in our world today.  (God, 
Greed And The ((Prosperity)) Gospel, Page 168) 

 
D. Undisciplined Teachers Are Pollutants At Church (13a) 

13a wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame;  

• The foam is pollutants in a dirty, polluted ocean 
• Their sin foams up to their shame 
• “shame” (aischunē) = shameful acts, despicable deeds, plural  
•  
• Jude is probably using a Greek analogy of their immoral gods, particularly Aphrodite, to 

describe the immoral pollutants of false teachers 
o the “wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame” constitutes a reference to the 

grotesque account of Aphrodite’s birth in Theogony, literature dated 730–700 BC. By 
this ancient account Kronos, a son of Mother Earth, castrates Uranos (the Sky) using 
a sickle. The severed genitals are then thrown into the sea, where they are covered 
with foam (ἀφρος, aphros, GK 931). Out of the foam Aphrodite is nurtured, the 
protectress of sailors at sea. The foam then washes her ashore.  Charles, Daryl; 



Thatcher, Tom. 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, and 3 John, Jude (The Expositor’s Bible 
Commentary) (pp. 480-481). Zondervan Academic. Kindle Edition. 

• Apostates leave the foul sea foam of immorality in their wake 
 

E. Unstable Teachers Lead Followers To Judgment (13b) 
13b wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.  

 
• These “wandering stars” are most likely comets or meteors  
• Ie/ Whenever I’m at CBM camp and am walking across the big field at night, if there’s time, 

I’d like to look up to find shooting stars 
• Shooting stars are exciting because they are rare, exciting and not regular 

 
• Wandering Stars are brief and aimless 
 
• False teachers are flashy, exciting and undependable 
• False teachers who deny or alter the biblical Gospel lead others into utter darkness and 

judgment (gloom) 
 

• But unlike the constellations or the North Star that ancient sailors would use to navigate at 
night, shooting stars are undependable 

 
o Internet sensations, flashy pastors may be bright lights, a flash in a pan – but you must 

discern their content if you’re going to follow them 
 
• Set star are dependable, more substance than style and help the church by leading through 

the truth of Scriptures 
 
 
II. To Warn Of Impending Judgment (14-15) 
 

A. Judgment Is Warned (14) 
14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the 
Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones,  

 
• Jude is quoting a non-biblical book, 1 Enoch 1:9. 

o Citing a non-biblical source is not unique.  Paul quoted a prophet from Crete (Titus 
1:12) 

o Paul may have quoted Epimenides, a poet from Crete, in Acts 17:28 at the Areopagus 
o Simon Kistemaker:  “The Holy Spirit is free to inspire borrowed words and make them 

part of God’s Word.”  (Peter and Jude, Baker, 1987, p. 395) 
 

• Enoch is 6 generations from Adam = Adam is counted as first (he’s included in the count) 
• The Book of Enoch is part of the Jewish apocrypha.  This book had 108 chapters. 
• It would be well known to the Jews in that time. 
• David Helm’s take on why Jude quoted Enoch:  “In this case 1 Enoch … supports his teaching 

that God will execute judgment against everyone who perverts his ways.  It’s as if he is 
saying, ‘The Bible isn’t the only book that teaches what I am saying.  Read your own stuff, 
and you will see that the same thing holds true there.” (1 & 2 Peter and Jude, Preaching The 
Word, Crossway, 2008, p. 320) 



 
• The Lord is coming to judge all in the Day of the Lord. 
• Jesus’ 2nd coming will bring judgment 
• He’s coming with His followers – angels and saints 
• He’s coming to execute judgment 

 
B. Judgment Is Warranted (15) 

15 to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that 
they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him.”  

 
• Judgment is certain for those who remain in sin – turn and trust Christ. 
• All will be judged 
• All ungodly will be convicted 
• The basis will be their deeds of ungodliness  
• And judgment on the false, ungodly things they have taught 

 
• In our court of law, innocence is presumed until guilt is proven 
• In God’s court, ungodliness is presumed and proven 
• Justice is only given by a Substitute bearer of the punishment of sin 
• Jesus is the bearer of the punishment we deserve as the Savior of our sin 

 
 
III. To Safeguard Against Damaging Division (16-19) 
 

• Jude is concerned for the unity of the church based on orthodoxy 
 

A. The Complainers Divide From The Grateful (16a) 
16a These are grumblers, malcontents,  

 
o Jude described Korah who had a complaining heart though he was a man of privilege 

being a Levite (priest) and a Kohathite (took care of the Tabernacle) 
o Cain complained it wasn’t fair that Abel’s offering was accepted by God though Cain 

himself didn’t follow God’s instruction 
 

B. The Lustful Divide From The Obedient (16b) 
16b following their own sinful desires;  

 
o Their complaining discontent is because they are driven by the flesh, their sinful desires 
o Ie/ Someone is angry about work or in their marriage and takes it out on the nice folks 

at church who are easy targets 
o Ie/ Someone is frustrated relationally or professionally and seeks to be dominant and 

prominent in a church full of servants 
 

C. The Boasters Divide From The Humble (16c) 
16c they are loud-mouthed boasters,  

 
o The focus is on their prominence – like Diotrephes in 3 John 
o They boast of themselves when Christ is the only one to be boasted about 



o This is why salvation is not of works, less we boast (Eph 2:8-9)  
 

D. Favoritism Divides Unity (16d) 
16d showing favoritism to gain advantage.  

 
James 2:8-9 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 

 
E. The Worldly Divide From The Spiritual (17-19) 

17 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 18 They said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly 
passions.” 19 It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.  

 
o “The prediction of the Apostles” – Jude is calling on the authoritative teaching of the 

Apostles 
 
• Discontent leads to division which brings destruction – be humble, spirit-filled and 

content. 
 
 
Conclusion: 

(You’ve heard of Control, Alt, Delete to restart your Windows computer – here are 3 similar 
keys when you Church is faced with the clutter of false teaching: Discern, Defend, Delete) 

 
• Discern – Make sure what is being taught aligns with Scripture.  Truth is at stake. (Jude 4) 
 

Jude 4 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 
• Defend – Assert Scripture’s truth against what is false.  The Gospel is at stake. (3) 

 
Jude 3 3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all 
delivered to the saints.  

 
• Delete – If we can’t correct the false teacher, we must identify and remove.  The Church is at 

stake. (5-11) 
 

o Ie/ An oncologist determines if a cell mass is cancerous.  If we don’t identify and 
remove, the body can become infected 

 
o Because God is coming with judgment 

 
Discussion: 

• Which false teachings are currently a threat to our congregations? 
• What should our attitude be towards false teachers? 
• How should we deal with complainers at church? 


