
The Law And The Lawgiver 
Exodus 20:1-3 

 
Exodus 20:1-3 1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2  “I am the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3  “You shall have no other gods before me. 
 
Introduction: 
 

1. The lawlessness in America is disconcerting. 
• From the decisions made in Washington D.C. to make certain lives irrelevant 
• From the racist fueled violence 

o It has been frustrating and angering for me to see the crimes against people of 
color 

o Especially remembering how my grandmother was twice mugged at a bus stop and 
then learning so many of my family members had that 

o And a recent encounter of hate filled words aimed at my family by a guy who 
followed us for 10 minutes until we called the police 

o  
• To lawless zones in major cities 
• Our country is in great trouble because we’ve lost our moral compass 

 
2. The 10 Commandments 

 
The 10 Commandments were given by God to Israel as they were ready to operate as an 
independent nation in their own land.  The Law had 3 categories:  national, religious and 
moral. 

• AKA:  Decalogue (10 words) 
 
Deuteronomy 4:13 And he declared to you his covenant, which he commanded you 
to perform, that is, the Ten Commandments, and he wrote them on two tablets of 
stone.  

 
• That’s why you read some laws that make you scratch your head 
• OT – under the Mosaic Law 
• 613 commandments – 365 negative, 248 positive 

 
• We’re living in the world God created and presides.   

 
• We’re not adding God to our lives – He is what we’re all about 

 
Proposition:  To live in God’s World, we must understand Who He Is and What He 
Expects. 
 
 
I. The Law:  Exclusive Directions 

1 And God spoke all these words, saying 
 
A. The Purpose Of the Law 



• God’s righteous standard (Dt 4:8; Ps 19:7-9) 
• God’s holy character (Dt 4:8; Rom 7:12-14) 
• Sin’s clear definition (Rom 1; 7:7-8; 5:20; Gal 3:19) 
• Man’s self-work discouragement (Gal 3:19-23; 1 Tim 1:8-9; Rom 3:19-20) 
 
Deuteronomy 4:8 And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as 
all this law that I set before you today? 
 
Psalm 19:7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of 
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 
 
Romans 7:7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been 
for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the 
law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 

 
B. The Parts Of The Old Testament Law 

 
• Commandments – moral code 
• Judgments – national government – social, political, economic 
• Ordinances – religious law instructing how one worships God (priesthood, tabernacle, 

sacrifices) 
 
Bible.org:  “Though the Law is an indivisible unit—there are three parts or elements:  
• Codex I = The Commandments: The moral law governing the moral life guiding man 

(Israel) in principles of right and wrong in relation to God and with man (Exodus 20:1-17).  
• Codex II = The Judgments: The social law governing Israel in her secular, social, political 

and economic life (Exodus 21:1–23:13).  
• Codex III = The Ordinances: The religious law which guided and 

provided for Israel in her spiritual relationship and fellowship with 
God. It included the priesthood, tabernacle and sacrifices (Exodus 
25:31: Leviticus). 

 
“Christ, the Fulfillment of the Law 
• Christ fulfilled Codex I by living a perfect and sinless life. Thus, when 

man trusts in Christ, Christ’s righteousness is imputed to that 
individual so we have justification. We have Christ’s righteousness so 
the Law can’t condemn us (Rom. 8:1; 7:1-6; Rom. 5:1; 4:4-8).  

• Christ fulfilled Codex III, the spiritual ordinances, by dying on the cross for us and in our 
place. This showed that God was also perfect justice and sin must be judged, but God 
provided a Lamb. The penalty which the Law exercised was paid. Again there is no 
condemnation because the believer is in Christ (Col. 2:14; Rom. 3:24-25).  

• Christ also fulfills Codex II, the social law. He replaces it with a new way of life fitting to 
our new salvation. He gives provision for the inner man—the Holy Spirit who makes one 
spiritual and enables him to produce the righteousness of the Law (Rom. 8:2-4). a. 
Believers are not under Law but under grace (Rom. 6:143. b. Believers are under a new 
law, the grace provision of a new law, the principle of the Spirit Controlled Walk which 
provides the power and energy to produce the righteousness of the Law. c. Now our 
obligation is to walk by the Holy Spirit. To think, do, and say by His power so we can 
produce the righteousness of the Law. This gives victory, or better appropriates Christ’s 
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victory and resurrection life over the power of the sin nature and the law of sin and death 
with the Holy Spirit inside, controlling.” 
(http://bible.org/question/how-should-new-testament-believers-relate-ot-law) 

 
Romans 8:3  For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 

 
C. The Perspective Of The Law 
 

• Holy & Good (Rom 7:12,14) 
 
Romans 7:12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good. 
 

• Weak – as it based on man’s ability (Rom 8:3) 
 
Romans 8:3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. 

 
• Opposite of grace and faith (Rom. 6:14; 7:6)  

 
Romans 6:14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but 
under grace. 

 
Romans 7:6 But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us 
captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written 
code. 

 
• Temporary tutor/guide to God’s holiness (2 Cor. 3:7; Gal. 3:24; Rom. 10:4).  

 
Galatians 3:24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, tin order that we 
might be justified by faith. 

 
 
D. The Powerlessness Of The Law  

 
• Can’t Justify (Gal. 2:16) – make one righteous 

 
Galatians 2:16 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified. 

 
• Can’t Give life (Gal. 3:21) 

 
Galatians 3:21  Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For mif a 
law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. 

 
 

• Can’t Give the Spirit or spirituality (Gal. 3:2; Rom. 8:3-4) 
 

http://bible.org/question/how-should-new-testament-believers-relate-ot-law


Galatians 3:2 Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 
 

Romans 8:3-4 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do.  By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 
• Can’t Perfect a sinner (Heb. 7:19) 

 
Hebrews 7:19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope 
is introduced, through which we draw near to God. 

 
•  

2 Corinthians 3:7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such 
glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought 
to an end 
 
 
E. The Punishment Of The Law 

• A curse (Gal. 3:10-12) 
• Death (2 Cor. 3:6-7; Rom. 7:9-10) 
• Condemnation (2 Cor 3:9) 
• A declaration of guilt (Rom 3:19) 
• Bondage to sin and death (Gal. 4:3-5, 9, 24; Rom. 7:10-14) 

 
F. The Perfecter Of The Law 

 
Christ Fulfills The Law 
 
Matthew 5:17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

 
• Christ fulfilled the moral laws with his perfectly sinless life.  He is the worthy 

substitute. (Rom 8:1; 7:1-6; 5:1; 4:4-8) 
• Christ fulfilled the religious laws by being the ultimate and final sacrifice for 

sins. (Col 2:14; Rom 3:14-15) 
• Christ fulfilled the social laws by giving us a personal example of living sinlessly 

and giving us the Holy Spirit who enables us to be righteous. (Rom 8:2-4; 6:14) 
 
 
G. The Priority Of Grace  (Jn 1:16-17; Rom 6:14; 7:4,6; Gal 3:16-19) 

 
• We are now under the governing principle of grace, not the law. 
 
• OT – under the Mosaic Law 
• 613 commandments – 365 negative, 248 positive 
• Mosaic Law given to Israel and only Israel 
• The law could not save or sanctify 
 



John 1:16-17 16And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17For the law 
was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 
Romans 6:14 14For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but 
under grace. 
 
Romans 7:4 4Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the 
body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, 
that we should bear fruit to God. 
 
Romans 7:6 But now we are released from the law 
 
Galatians 3:19-25 19What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of 
transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was 
appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator. 20Now a mediator does not mediate for 
one only, but God is one. 21Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if 
there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been 
by the law. 22But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus 
Christ might be given to those who believe. 23But before faith came, we were kept under 
guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 24Therefore the law 
was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25But after faith has 
come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

 
• The law couldn’t save, it only pointed out our sin and God’s righteousness 
• Because Christ fulfilled the law, our relationship with Him is based on grace 
• Because the law demonstrates God’s righteousness, we keep the moral law in our desire to 

walk in holiness – not for the purpose of being saved. 
 

H. The Practice Of The Law Today (Mt 22:36-41) 
 

Matthew 22:36-41 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to 
him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
• Love The Lord Supremely (Dt 6:5) 
• Love God’s People Sacrificially 

 
II. The Lawmaker:  Exclusive God 
 

A. He Is Our Exclusive Savior 
2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery 
 

1. God Is The Exclusive Deliverer Of Israel (2) 
 

• God is giving a clear message of salvation before He gives the law 
• Salvation is by grace 
• It is a work done by God, not by us, not by Egypt 



• We were freed from the slavery of sin through Jesus Christ 
 

• No other religion does the complete work of deliverance apart from us 
• Man would either have to save himself through religious laws or add to what Christ has 

done (sacraments) 
• God is clearly making an opening statement that these Laws do not save us – God did! 
• But to understand how to live in God’s World, we must understand His laws. 

 
2. Christ Is The Exclusive Savior Of The World (John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Mt 7:13-14) 

 
John 14:6 I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 
 
Acts 4:12  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.”  

 
Matthew 7:13-14  Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way 
that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate 
and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.  

 
 

B. He Receives Our Exclusive Worship (Isa 42:8; 45:21) 
3  “You shall have no other gods before me. 

 
Isaiah 42:8  I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 
carved idols. 
 

• No spouse wants competition 
o No polyamory 

•  
 
Isaiah 45:21 And there is no other god besides me, 
 
 
• John Frame:  “Holiness, then, is a very rich concept.  It speaks of God’s transcendence and 

separation from finite and sinful creatures.  But it also speaks of how God draws them to 
himself, making them holy.  Holiness marks God’s transcendence, but also his immanence, 
his presence to redeem us.  He is not only ‘the Holy One,’ but ‘the Holy One among us,’”  
(The Doctrine Of God, p. 29) 

 
• Idolatry exchanges the worship of God for something else 
 
• Definition Of Idolatry: anything that replaces God as first priority in our life 

 
• Augustine:  “We use what we ought to worship, and we worship what we ought 

to use.” 
 
Romans 1:23 exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man and birds and animals and creeping things. 



 
1 John 5:21  Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen. 
 
1 Kings 11:4 Solomon...his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was 
not loyal to the Lord his God. 
 
Ezekiel 14:4-6  4“Therefore speak to them, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: 
“Everyone of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, and puts before him 
what causes him to stumble into iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the Lord will 
answer him who comes, according to the multitude of his idols, 5that I may seize the house 
of Israel by their heart, because they are all estranged from Me by their idols.” ’ 
6“Therefore say to the house of Israel, ‘Thus says the Lord God: “Repent, turn away from 
your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations. 
 

• v. 4-5 - idols are put before them, causes them to stumble, estranges them from 
God 

• v.6 - need for repentance 
 

1 Corinthians 10:7 7And do not become idolaters as were some of them. 
 

My incomplete and debatable observations:  
• In the Enlightenment, knowledge and reason were worshipped 
• After the Great World Wars, prosperity was worshipped 
• In the 1960’s, sexual freedom was worshipped 
• In 70’s – 90’s, the individual is worshipped 
• In the turn of the Millennium, experiences are worshipped 
• In the age of Covid, health and safety are worshipped 
• In the concept of Critical Race Theory, authority/power is worshipped 

 
• CRT is rooted in the atheistic Marxist theory that dealt with the plight of the working class 

by giving them power over the industrialists.  Power shift is the basic template of man 
controlling the narrative apart from God.  The devil sought a power shift over God (Isa 14, 
Ez 28).  The serpent promised Adam and Eve a powershift to be like God (Gen 3:5).  Man 
has exchanged the glory of God by empowering man and idols (Rom 1:22-23).   

 
Conclusion: 

• Idols don’t rescue.  God does. 
• The law doesn’t save.  Christ does. 

 
 
 
Discussion: 

• Who or what is God’s biggest competition for your affection and devotion? 
• How important is it for our nation to adhere to the 10 Commandments?  Why or why not? 
• So many people believe that if they’re a little better following the 10 Commandments than 

breaking them, that they will go to heaven.  How do you explain to them that salvation doesn’t 
work that way? 


