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Never Satisfied



Exodus 20:17

•You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or 
his female servant, or his ox, or 
his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor’s.”



John Oswalt

• “… the plain lesson of history is that there will 
never be enough.  There will always be someone 
with more.  Even if I stuffed myself to satiation 
and beyond with every good I could think of, it 
would not be enough.  To paraphrase Pascal, such 
a person is trying to fill a God-shaped void with 
what is not God.”

(Cornerstone Bible Commentary, Exodus, Tyndale, 2008, p. 448)



I. Find Completion In God,
He’s All We Need

Exodus 20:3-16



Discontent

• Not recognizing the goodness of God in 
your life leading to the belief that you 
lack something in life



The Folly Of Discontentment
by Jeremy Burroughs

• It takes away the present comfort of what you have, 
because you have not something that you would have.

• By all your discontent you cannot help yourselves, you 
cannot help yourselves, you cannot get anything by it.

• Discontent and murmuring eats out the good and 
sweetness of a mercy before its comes.

• Discontent makes our affliction a great deal worse 
than otherwise it would be.



Idolatry Expresses Discontent In 
God’s Lordship

•Exodus 20:3 You shall have no other 
gods before me.

•God is Good = He is and gives us 
everything we need.



Idolatry Expresses Discontent In 
God’s Lordship

• Romans 2:4 Or do you despise the riches of 
His goodness, forbearance, and 
longsuffering, not knowing that the 
goodness of God leads you to repentance?



Idolatry Expresses Discontent In 
God’s Lordship

• Romans 11:22 Therefore consider the 
goodness and severity of God: on those who 
fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if 
you continue in His goodness. Otherwise 
you also will be cut off.



Idolatry Expresses Discontent In 
God’s Lordship

• James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 
or shadow of turning.



Idolatry Expresses Discontent In 
God’s Lordship

• Matthew 7:11 If you then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father who is in heaven give good
things to those who ask Him!



Hatred/Murder/War Expresses 
Discontent In God’s Creation

• Exodus 20:13 You shall not murder.



Hatred/Murder/War Expresses 
Discontent In God’s Creation

• Matthew 5:21-22 21 “You have heard that it 
was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 
murder; and whoever murders will be 
liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you 
that everyone who is angry with his 
brother will be liable to judgment



Hatred/Murder/War Expresses 
Discontent In God’s Creation

• James 4:1-2 1What causes fights and quarrels 
among you? Don’t they come from your 
desires that battle within you? 2You want 
something but don’t get it. You kill and 
covet, but you cannot have what you want. 
You quarrel and fight. You do not have, 
because you do not ask God.



Lust/Adultery Expresses 
Discontent In God’s Morality

• Exodus 20:14 You shall not commit 
adultery.



Stealing/Cheating Expresses 
Discontent In God’s Provision

• Exodus 20:15 You shall not steal



Lying/Deceiving Expresses 
Discontent In God’s Truth

• Exodus 20:16 You shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor.



II.  Find Contentment Through 
God, Nothing Else Satisfies

17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 

female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that 
is your neighbor’s.”



Covetousness

•wanting something that doesn’t belong 
to us and that we won’t be satisfied 
unless we have it



Luke 12:15

• And he said to them, “Take care, and be on 
your guard against all covetousness, for 
one’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions.”



Find Contentment Through God, 
Nothing Else Satisfies

•Not Their House
•Not Their Spouse
•Not Their Cows



We Envy Another’s …

• Power (Num 16:3; Ps 106:16)
• Possession (Gen 26:12-14)
• Popularity (1 Sam 18:7-9)
• Performance (Acts 4:14-17)
• Profession (Phil 1:15-16)
• Privilege (Lk 15:25-30; Gen 37:3-4,11)
• Praise (Gen 4:4-5; Esth 5:12-13). 
(cf. Prov 14:30; 23:17; Ps 37:7; James 3:16; Eccl 2:10-11)



III.  Find Context From God, It’s A 
Correction Of Perspective



Contentment Can Be Learned In Any 
Circumstance

• Philippians 4:11-13 11I am not saying this 
because I am in need, for I have learned to be 
content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know 
what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, whether well 
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 
13 I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.



Contentment Forsakes Pride For Humility

• Galatians 5:26 Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying
one another.



Contentment Aligns With The Truth Of 
God’s Provision, Not The Lie Of Greed

• 1 Timothy 6:5-6 5and constant friction 
between men of corrupt mind, who have 
been robbed of the truth and who think that 
godliness is a means to financial gain. 6But 
godliness with contentment is great gain.



Contentment Trades Envy For Love

• 1 Corinthians 13:4 Love suffers long and is 
kind; love does not envy; love does not 
parade itself, is not puffed up.



Contentment Cheers Another’s 
Success/Blessing

• Luke 15:31-32 31 “And he said to him, 
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that I 
have is yours. 32 It was right that we should 
make merry and be glad, for your brother 
was dead and is alive again, and was lost 
and is found.’



Conclusion

• Factor that all our sins are rooted in failing 
the 1st and 10th commandments.

• Find our completeness in God Himself.
• Find our satisfaction in Christ’s salvation.



Discussion

• How is covetousness through the root of so 
many sins?  Explain.  Examples?

• What’s the difference between coveting and 
a normal desire for something?

• How is contentment rooted in God and our 
salvation?
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