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What Happened For Man At The Cross? 
The Atonement Of Christ 

Savor The Savior, Session 12 
 
 
Introduction: 
 

• Dr. Mark Dever writes in a Christianity Today article, “Nothing But The Blood” (4/13/06): 

"I've just been told that I'm too Atonement-centered." 

My sister in Christ was serious, humble, and a little confused. I said, "What do you mean 'too 
Atonement-centered'?" I had never heard the charge. 

A Christian friend told her that she talked too much about Christ's death, which dealt with our 
guilt due to sin. I responded that knowing and accepting this truth was the only way to a 
relationship with God, and that I didn't think it was possible to be "too Atonement-centered." 

… At stake is nothing less than the essence of Christianity. Historically understood, Christ's 
Atonement gives hope to Christians in their sin and in their suffering. If we have any 
assurance of salvation, it is because of Christ's Atonement; if any joy, it flows from Christ's 
work on the Cross. The Atonement protects us from our native tendency to replace religion 
with morality and God's grace with legalism. Apart from Christ's atoning work, we would be 
forever guilty, ashamed, and condemned before God. 

 
I. What Is The Atonement? 

 
A. The Old Testament Definition 

 
 1. Heb. kaphar (or kippor) = covering 
 

• 77x in OT (15x in Lev 16 alone) 
 

Exodus 30:10 10And Aaron shall make atonement upon its horns once a year with 
the blood of the sin offering of atonement; once a year he shall make atonement 
upon it throughout your generations. It is most holy to the Lord.” 

 
Leviticus 16:10 10But the goat on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be 
presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as the 
scapegoat into the wilderness. 
 
Leviticus 16:32 32And the priest … shall make atonement 

 
 
 
 



 2 

 2. Heb. ga’al = family obligation to pay for redemption  
 
 

• Kinsman-Redeemer – The nearest male relative to: 
   1)  redeem or pay for family property changing ownership 
   2)  marry a childless widow  

• God redeemed Israel from slavery in Egypt (Ps 74:2; 77:15) 
• From Babylonian captivity (Mic 4:10) 
• From the captivity of sin (Ps 103:4; 107:2; Isa 44:22) 

 
Job 19:25 25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
Psalm 78:35 35 And the Most High God their Redeemer. 
Isaiah 49:7 7Thus says the Lord, The Redeemer of Israel, their Holy One,  
Isaiah 60:16 16 I, the Lord, am your Savior And your Redeemer 

 
 3. Heb. padah = ransom paid by family (Ex 21:28; 30:12) 

 
  Psalm 130:8 8And He shall redeem Israel From all his iniquities. 

 
 4. Gr. paresis = passed over 

 
Romans 3:25 25whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the 
sins that were previously committed, 
 
Acts 17:30-31 30Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
commands all men everywhere to repent, 31because He has appointed a day on which 
He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has 
given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.” 

 
B. The New Testament Definition 

 
1. Purchase  

 
• Gr. agorazo = to buy, as in a simple commercial transaction 

 
2 Peter 2:1 1But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will 
be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 

 
1 Corinthians 6:20 20For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 
 
1 Corinthians 7:23 23You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 
 
Revelation 5:9 9bFor You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood 
Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 
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Revelation 14:3-4 3They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the 
four living creatures, and the elders;…4bThese were redeemed from among men 

 
ie/  agora = forum or market place 

 
• Agora gives a vivid picture of a Roman slave market  

o 2/3rds of the population in the Roman Empire were slaves 
o Slaves were sold to the highest bidder 

• Christ comes to pay for the ransom the slave trader requests 
o Christ purchases the slave 
o Then Christ sets the slave free 

 
• Ryrie:  “The soteriological use of agorazo in the New Testament includes three 

basic ideas.  1)  In His work of redeeming, Christ paid the purchase price for all 
mankind (2 Peter 2:1).  2)  The price itself is clearly stated to be the blood of 
Christ (Rev 5:9-10).  3)  Because we have been bought with that purchase price, 
we are to serve Him (1 Cor 6:19-20; 7:22-23)” (Basic Theology, p. 291) 

  
2. Redeem 
 

• Gr. exagorazo = to purchase out of a forum 
• Heb. padah = to rescue, deliver, ransom 
• English “redemption” comes from Latin redimere (“repurchase,” “buy back”) 

 
Mark 10:45 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” 
 
• “ransom” – lutron – from luo which means to loose, unbind 
• This payment is given to redeem a captive 
• Roy Zuck:  “lytroō (‘ransom, set free’), which denoted release from slavery by 

payment of a ransom. This word group was used in the Greek Old Testament and in 
secular Greek in the literal sense of the ransoming of slaves or hostages.”  (A Biblical 
Theology of the New Testament, p. 441) 

 
Galatians 3:13 13Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 
curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 

 
Galatians 4:5 5to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons. 

 
• This word is also used of redeeming time (using up time – Col 4:5; Eph 5:16) 
 
• “Redemption” reminds us of several things: 

o Ie/  S&H Greenstamps; Blue Chip Stamps – in the 1960’s you earned these 
stamps from shopping and buying gas to redeem it at a center for prizes such 
as household gadgets 
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o Ie/  When playing skeeball and other arcade games to win tickets, you 
redeem for cheap plastic prizes that cost less than the printing of the ticket 
you just redeemed 

o Ie/  Using coupons at a grocery store redeems the discounted amount 
 

a. Redeemed From Something – slave market of sin 
 
b. Redeemed By Something – payment of Christ’s blood 
 
c. Redeemed To Something – forgiveness and freedom in Christ 

 
3. Possession  

 
• Gr. peripoioumoai = to keep safe or preserve 

o used also in Lk 17:33 – preserve one’s life 
o used in 1 Tim 3:13 – to acquire or gain for one’s self 

 
Acts 20:28 28b the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 

 
• Ryrie:  “The middle voice…means to keep or save for oneself or to acquire or gain 

possession of” (p. 291) 
 

• Redemption emphasizes owning (peripoier) 
o This word is used of buying something for oneself 
o Redemption is when Christ bought us – the ownership transferred from us to 

Christ – we belong to Him 
 

4. Release 
 

• Gr. lutroo (root: luo) = to loose, payment/ransom upon release 
o lutrosis – delivering, paying the price 

 
• Heb. koper = “price paid to redeem or buy back persons froma variety of negative 

circumstances.”  (Demarest, p. 176) 
 
• Ie/  When you pay off your mortgage in full, you are released from your debt, you 

get your deed and the house is all yours – FREE & CLEAR 
 

• William Hendrickson – “indicates deliverance, by means of the payment of a ransom, 
from the guilt, punishment, and power of sin” 

 
Luke 24:21 21aBut we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel.  
 
Titus 2:14 14who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless 
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
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1 Peter 1:18-19 18knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like 
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 
 

5. Forgiveness  
 

• Gr. aphesis = cancellation or release 
 
Acts 10:43 43b whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins. 

  
C. The Etymological Definition 

 
• Walvoord:  “Etymologically the word is a combination of syllables “at – one – ment, 

“meaning “to be made one” or “to reconcile.”  This meaning is not used in modern English.  
In current theology the word “atonement” is used to include all that Christ accomplished by 
His death and in this technical meaning includes far more than the Old Testament concept 
or its etymological derivation.”  (p. 154) 

 
D. Theological Definitions 

 
• Rick Yohn:  “Atonement…refers to everything that Jesus did at the cross.  It 

means to be ‘at one’ with God by Christ’s taking away of sin.” (Living Securely In 
An Unstable World, p.92) 
 

• Wayne Grudem:  “The atonement is the work Christ did in his life and death to earn our 
salvation.” (Systematic Theology, p. 568) 
 

• J.I. Packer:  “Atonement means making amends, blotting out the offense, and giving 
satisfaction for wrong done; thus reconciling to oneself the alienated other and restoring 
the disrupted relationship.” (“Sacrifice: Jesus Christ Made Atonement For Sin”) 

 
• MacArthur & Mayhue:  “Practically all religions have some concept of atonement – a means 

by which reparations are made, sin is expiated, deity is satisfied, and reconciliation is 
achieved between the deity and the sinner.  Man-made religions propose some means by 
which the sinner must make an acceptable atonement to earn merit that will compensate 
for or erase sin, removing guilt through good works, religious ritual, restitution, the 
payment of a penalty, the offering of a sacrifice, or some sort of self-abasement.  The 
distinctive teaching of biblical Christianity is that God himself has made full atonement for 
sinners – and he accomplished this by the substitutionary sacrifice of his own Son on the 
cross.  Sinners contribute nothing by way of merit or sacrifice to the atonement.”  (Biblical 
Doctrine, pp. 511-512) 

 
• R.C. Sproul:  “1)  Atonement involves a payment to make amends for a debt.  2)  Human 

beings cannot atone for their own sin.  3)  Jesus’ perfection qualified Him to make 
atonement.  4)  Christ fulfilled the curse of the Old Covenant.  5)  Christ’s atonement was 
both a work of substitution and satisfaction.  The Father and Son worked in harmony to 
effect our reconciliation.”  (The Essential Truths of the Christian Faith, p. 174) 
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II. Why Is The Atonement Necessary? (Rom 6:23; Heb 9:22; Lev 17:11) 

 
3 Views Of Necessity of the Atonement 

1)  Atonement Unnecessary – not necessary for salvation (Pelagians, Socinians, etc.) 
2)  Hypothetically Necessary – God had a number of options to save us, but He chose the 

cross 
• He could have overlooked man’s sin  

3)  Absolutely Necessary – cross is absolutely necessary prerequisite for redemption 
 

Man’s Sin Caused Needs Christ’s Death Brought Fulfillment 
Debt – Pecuniary Sanctions 

failed obligations 
• God has the authority to impose 

obligations on man (as Lord, King, 
Sovereign) 

• God expects man to be holy, sinless, 
perfect 

• God is the Creditor 
• our debt is infinite 

Redemption – Christ Is Our Ransom 
 
• Christ is our surety (co-signs our debt) 

Enmity – Personal Relationships 
violated relationship 

 
• Man violated the relationship with God 
• God is the injured party 
• The view in this world is that we’re injured 

by God and He owes us 
• Q:  But how does God suffer – He has 

eternal felicity (always happy & content) 
and we’re the ones that suffer?  Because 
God is violated and deserves none of our 
violations. 

• God is injured, not us 

Reconciliation – Christ Is Our Mediator 
 
• Reconciliation presumes a prior 

relationship that has been estranged or 
broken 

• Q:  Who is estranged from whom? 
• Are we angry at God or is God angry with     

man? 
• Isa 53 – we  turned our back on Him 
• Jn 3 – we hide in darkness 
• Some think Christ persuaded God the 

Father to calm down – that’s a warped 
view of God’s wrath 

• But it is God the Father who initiates our 
salvation in love (Jn 3:16) 

Crime – Penal Sanctions 
violated law of God 

ie/ The difference between debt and crime: 
• If I borrow $10,000 from you and my 

investment didn’t work out 
• If I’m unable to pay the debt and someone 

else pays the debt for me – do I still owe you 
anything? 

• Restitution is the only requirement  
• Now if I steal $10,000 from you and I get 

caught, is it sufficient enough for me to say I’ll 
give it back to you? 

• No – because you have been violated 
• Not only is there a debt, but a crime 
• There must be penalty, not just restitution 

Substitution – Christ Is Our Priestly 
Victim 
• Christ is not the judge, He comes under 

the judgment of the Judge 
• Christ is exalted as judge at the ascension 
• God makes a preliminary judgment to 

accept the atonement of Christ as 
payment for our sin’s penalty 

• God must make a previous decision to 
permit Christ to be a substitute payment 

• - this is GRACE! 
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III. Why Is Atonement Through Christ The Only Means Of Redemption? 

 
Old Testament Sacrifice Christ’s Sacrifice 

Continual Complete 
Offered by imperfect priest Offered by Perfect Priest 

Sacrifice covered sins Sacrifice removed sins 
 

• Yom Kippur – The Day of Atonement 
 

Leviticus 23:27 27“Also the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of Atonement. 
It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made 
by fire to the Lord. 
 
Leviticus 25:9 9Then you shall cause the trumpet of the Jubilee to sound on the tenth day of 
the seventh month; on the Day of Atonement you shall make the trumpet to sound throughout 
all your land. 

 
Leviticus 16:11-14 11“And Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which is for himself, 
and make atonement for himself and for his house, and shall kill the bull as the sin offering 
which is for himself. 12Then he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar 
before the Lord, with his hands full of sweet incense beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil. 
13And he shall put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of incense may cover 
the mercy seat that is on the Testimony, lest he die. 14He shall take some of the blood of the 
bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat on the east side; and before the mercy 
seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. 

 
o On the 10th day of Tishri prior to the Feast of Booths 
o The only annual fast required by Mosaic Law 
o The objective of this Holy Day was to cleanse sins 
o The people fasted, stopped work and gathered together 
o The High Priest would cleanse himself with a sacrifice of a young bull (sin-offering) and 

a ram (burnt offering).  The sacrifice of the animals were a substitute for man. 
o He would sprinkle the bull’s blood in front of the lid of the Ark of the Covenant (“mercy 

seat,” kapporet – the place of atonement) 
o The sprinkling of blood in the Holy of Holies was the “atonement cover” 
o The High Priest would then transfer the sin of Israel onto a scapegoat by the laying on 

of hands.  The scapegoat was released into the wilderness.  It was left to die.  
Generations later, the goat would be led from Jerusalem and pushed off a cliff.  The 
scapegoat is a symbol of the removal of sin. 

 
Psalm 103:12 12As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our 
transgressions from us. 

 
A. The Weakness Of The Old Testament Atonement 

 
 1. OT Sacrifices Were Continual, Not Complete 
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Hebrews 10:1 1For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the 
very image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer 
continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 
 
Hebrews 10:11 11And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 

 
 2. OT Sacrifices Were Offered By Imperfect Priests 
 

Hebrews 9:7 7But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not 
without blood, which he offered for himself and for the people’s sins committed in 
ignorance; 

  
 3. OT Sacrifices Merely Covered Sins, But Did Not Remove Them 
 

Hebrews 10:4 4For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away 
sins. 

 
B. The Completeness Of Christ’s Atonement 

 
 1. Christ’s Atonement Is Once And For All 
 

Hebrews 7:27 27who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up 
sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for 
all when He offered up Himself. 
 
Hebrews 9:12 12Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He 
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 
 
Hebrews 9:25-26 25not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest 
enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another— 26He then would have 
had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of 
the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
 
Hebrews 10:12 12But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins 
forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 

 
ie/  The Catholic Mass offers a repeated sacrifice: 

 
• “I profess that in the mass is offered to God a true, proper, and propitiatory 

sacrifice (that is, sacrifice which satisfies the justice of God and so offsets the 
penalty for sin) for the living and the dead; and that in the most holy 
sacrament of the Eucharist there is truly, really, and substantially, the body 
and blood, together with the soul and divinity, of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
that there is a conversion of the whole substance of the wine into the blood, 
which the Catholic Church calls transubstantiation.”  (The Creed of Pope Pius 
IV, cited by Lorraine Boettner, Roman Catholicism, p. 169) 
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• “The holy mass is the sacrifice of the body and blood of Jesus Christ, really 
present on the altar under the appearance of bread and wine, and offered to 
God for the living and the dead.”  (A Catechism Of Christian Doctrine [of the 
Roman Catholic Church], ibid, p. 175) 

  
ie/  Protestants commemorate the once and for all sacrifice through the communion 

 
 

ie/ Arlington Cemetery 
• Every half hour, a team of soldiers offer a new wreath of flowers to 

memorialize the death of a designated victim that represents all of the 
American lives lost in 4 wars 

• The ceremony is a memorial of their death, not a repetition of their death 
 
 2. Christ’s Is The Perfect Priest To Offer The Sacrifice 
 

Hebrews 7:26-27 26For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has become higher than the 
heavens; 27who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first 
for His own sins and then for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He 
offered up Himself. 

    
 3. Christ’s Atonement Removes Our Sins Permanently  
 

Hebrews 9:26 26He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of 
the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself. 
 
Hebrews 10:14 14For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are 
being sanctified. 
 
Hebrews 10:18 18Now where there is remission of these, there is no longer an 
offering for sin. 
 
1 John 3:5 5And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in 
Him there is no sin. 

 
  Comforting Responses: 
 

a. When you sin, there is no need to try to atone or make up for your own sin 
before God 

b. If you struggle with guilt from your sin, you never have to wonder if you still 
have a relationship with God. 

  c. Christ’s total removal of our sin is the basis of our eternal security. 
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IV. What Does The Atonement Involve? 
 
A. Substitution   
 
 1. Old Testament Basis 
 

Isaiah 53:4-12 4Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our 
peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed… 10Yet it pleased the Lord 
to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, 
…. 11He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous 
Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 12Therefore I will divide 
Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He 
poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And 
He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors. 

 
2. New Testament Basis 
 

2 key Greek words: 
 

• anti –in place of (connotes replacement) 
 
Matthew 2:22  Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of (anti) his father 
Herod 
Matthew 5:38  An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth 
Romans 12:17  Repay no one evil for evil. 

 
• huper – on behalf of (connotes benefit) 
 

Matthew 5:44  Pray for (huper) those who spitefully use you and persecute you. 
Philemon 13  I wished to keep with me, that on your behalf (huper) he might 
minister to me 
Matthew 20:28  To give His life a ransom for (anti) many 
2 Corinthians 5:21  He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for (huper) us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
1 Timothy 2:6  Who gave Himself a ransom for (huper) all 
Hebrews 2:9  Jesus…might taste death for (huper) everyone. 
1 Peter 3:18  For Christ suffered once for sins, the just for (huper) the unjust. 

 
• “vicarious” = substitutionary 
• Man could potentially atone for his own sin if he eternally suffered for the penalty of 

his own sin, but this would be impossible 
• Only a substitutionary sacrifice is possible through Jesus Christ 
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3. Theological Definition 
 

Personal Atonement Vicarious Atonement 
Provided by the offending party Provided by the offended party 
A matter of strict justice A combination of justice and love 
Never finished A completed sacrifice 

(From Ryrie’s Basic Theology, p. 286) 
 

 
(The Theology Notebook – Soteriology, p. 74) 

 
• Ray Pritchard:  “His nails were meant for you, the crown of thorns should have been on 

your head, the spear should have pierced your side, and the jeers and insults were meant 
for you.  It should have been you hanging on a tree – but it wasn’t.  It was Jesus dying in 
your place.”  (In The Shadow Of The Cross, p. 124-125) 

 
• D. L. Moody:  “You ask me what my hope is; it is, that Christ died for my sins, in my stead, 

in my place, and therefore I can enter into life eternal. You ask Paul what his hope was. 
‘Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.’ This is the hope in which died all the 
glorious martyrs of old, in which all who have entered heaven’s gate have found their only 
comfort. Take that doctrine of substitution out of the Bible, and my hope is lost. With the 
law, without Christ, we are all undone. The law we have broken, and it can only hang over 
our head the sharp sword of justice. Even if we could keep it from this moment, there 
remains the unforgiven past. “Without shedding of blood there is no remission.” He only is 
safe for eternity who is sheltered behind the finished work of Christ.”  (cited in Bibliotheca 
Sacra, Volume 93:161)  

 
B. Propitiation (Satisfaction) 
 

• “Propitiation” depicts how Christ’s death on the cross appeased or placated the wrath of 
God towards man because of judgment 

 
• “Propitiation” = Gr. Hilasterion (Rom 3:25), Hilasmos (1 Jn 2:2; 4:10) 
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o “in the Greek world hilasterion meant placating the anger of an offended person or 
god”  (Demarest, p. 179) 

o Used in the LXX as the Hebrew equivalent of the Mercy Seat in the Holy of Holies 
o Once a year a high priest offered a sacrifice on Yom Kippor (Day of Atonement) 
o He sprinkled blood on a mercy seat to symbolize paying the penalty for his sins and 

the sins of the nation of Israel 
 
• “Propitiation” from the Latin propitiare (to render favorably) 
 
Romans 3:25-26 25whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that 
were previously committed, 26to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He 
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
1 John 2:2 2And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the whole world. 
 
1 John 4:10 10In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins. 
 
• Ryrie:  “Expiation has to do with reparation for a wrong; propitiation carries the added idea 

of appeasing an offended person.” 
 

• John Stott:  “To ‘propitiate’ somebody means to appease or pacify his anger.”  (p. 169) 
 
• Leon Morris:  “The turning away of wrath by an offering” (EDT, p. 888) 
 
• Charles Ryrie:  “Propitiation means placating or satisfying the wrath of God by the atoning 

sacrifice of Christ.”  (Basic Theology, p. 294) 
 
• Q:  What is the difference between propitiation and expiation? 

   
o Expiation means to take away guilt 

• ex – out of, from 
• Manward 
• To remove guilt from us through an atonement 
• The payment of a penalty removes the problem 

 
o Propitiation has to do with the object of this payment 

• pro – for 
• Godward 
• Propitiation changes God’s attitude 

 
• Both words are translated from the same Greek word  

 
• But context determines whether it is payment for and satisfaction of 
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 1. The Payment For Sin Is Satisfied 
 

a. Christ Satisfied God’s Penalty Not With Eternal Suffering, But Complete 
Payment 

  
John 19:30 30“It is finished!”  

 
• tetelestai is a commerce word meaning “paid in full” 
• The price is fully remitted 

 
  b. The Blood Requirement Of The Sacrifice Was Satisfied 
 

• The Requirement 
 
Hebrews 9:22 22And according to the law almost all things are purified with 
blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission. 
 
Leviticus 17:11 11For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it 
to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood 
that makes atonement for the soul.’ 
 

• The Fulfillment 
 

1 Peter 1:18-19 18knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition 
from your fathers, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. 
 
Hebrews 9:14 14how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the 
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God? 

 
• The blood demonstrated Christ’s death 
• The blood was also a reminder of the animal sacrifices that were mere 

pictures of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice 
 

 2. The Wrath Of God Is Satisfied 
 
  Q:  When we use the term “salvation”, what are we saved from? 
   ie/  lifeguard saves from drowning 
   ie/  tupperware saves from perishing 
   ie/  bank account saves from wasting 
 

 a. The Father’s Righteous Wrath Is Rescinded 
 

John 3:36 36He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does 
not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 
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• “abide” means “to remain” 
• Wrath sticks on you, lives in you 

 
1 Thessalonians 1:10 10and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised 
from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

 
• Rick Yohn:  “God’s wrath is like a ticking time bomb which explodes at 

death and thrusts man out into eternity, separating him from God 
forever.”  (Living Securely in an Unstable World) 

 
Isaiah 53:11 11He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His 
knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their 
iniquities. 

 
 b.   The Father’s Grieving Heart Is Relieved  
 

• God’s heart is aching because His creation fell and His Son was separated 
    

c. The Father’s Sovereign Plan Is Realized 
 

Romans 3:25 25whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed, 
  
• God decreed in eternity past that Christ would be the designated one to 

redeem man’s sin 
 
 d. The Father’s Sin Penalty Is Redeemed  
 

• Since the wages of sin is death – Christ paid the price 
 

Habakkuk 1:13 13You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on 
wickedness. Why do You look on those who deal treacherously, And hold Your 
tongue when the wicked devours A person more righteous than he? 

 
 
 e. The Father’s Righteous Reputation Is Restored 
 
  Romans 3:26 - “demonstrate His righteousness” 

 
• In the eyes of some, God’s patience (forbearance) to our sin may have 

made God look soft on sin, but Christ’s death on the cross as payment for 
the penalty proves that God is righteous and just 

 
• Gr. Apolutrosis – occurs 10x in NT  
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C. Imputation 
 
 1. Defined 
 

• Ryrie:  “To impute means to attribute or reckon or ascribe something to someone.” 
(Basic Theology, p. 256) 

 
2. Dispersed 
 
 a. Adam’s Sin Was Imputed To The Human Race In The Garden 
 

Romans 5:12-21 12Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, 
and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned— 
13(For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no 
law. 14Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who 
had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is a 
type of Him who was to come…18Therefore, as through one man’s offense 
judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one 
Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life. 
19For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one 
Man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 
 

 
(Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 259) 

 
 b. Man’s Sin Was Imputed To Christ At The Cross 

 
2 Corinthians 5:19 19that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation. 
 
1 Peter 2:24 24who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, 
having died to sins, might live for righteousness— by whose stripes you were 
healed. 
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(The Theology Notebook – Soteriology, p. 69) 

 
  c. Christ’s Righteousness Was Imputed To The Believer At Salvation 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 21For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that 
we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

 
 
D. Reconciliation – restored to righteous fellowship with our Creator 

 
• Katallasso (Gr.) means to “change completely” 

o “was used in classical Greek in the sense of ‘restoring the original understanding 
between people after hostility or displeasure.’  Theologically, reconciliation connotes 
that enmity between God and sinners is changed to a relationship of friendship and 
communion.”  (Demarest, p. 180) 

 
2 Corinthians 5:18-19 18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19that is, that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
 
Romans 5:10-11 10For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the 
death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 11And 
not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received the reconciliation. 

 
• Reconciliation is not something that happens in heaven in the future where God meets you 

at the gate of heaven and says “Are we OK now?” 
• It happens at the point of trusting Christ as our Savior. 
 
• He not only removes our death sentence, He becomes our Heavenly Father 

 
o the unsaved can’t call God their Father, though He is their Creator 
o they have not been adopted 
o they are in rebellion 
o but when you get saved – God becomes your Father 
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John 1:12 12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, to those who believe in His name: 

 
• Reconciliation removes that animosity and brings us into His family 

 
 
VI. The Theories On The Atonement 
(Summarized from Robert Lightner – Handbook Of Evangelical Theology; S. Lewis Johnson, “The 
Death of Christ” – Vital Christological Issues; Charles Ryrie – Basic Theology; John Walvoord – Jesus 
Christ Our Lord; John Grudem – Systematic Theology; John Stott, The Cross of Christ, pp. 111ff; The 
Theological Notebook – Soteriology; Paul Enns – Moody Handbook of Theology) 
 

• “All of these viewpoints may perhaps be cataloged under three basic categories.  1)  Views 
which related the death of Christ to Satan (Origen, Aulen).  2)  Views which consider His death 
as a powerful example to influence people (Abelard, Socinus, Grotius, Barth).  3)  Views which 
emphasize punishment due to the justice of God and substitution (Anselm, though deficient, 
Reformers).”  (Ryrie, Basic Theology) 
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A. The Substitutionary Atonement (or Penal Substitution) View 
 
 1. Proponent 
 

• Predominant Protestant Position 
• Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) 
• John Calvin (1509 – 1564) 

 
REFORMATION VIEWS OF THE ATONEMENT 

Person Christ’s Death God’s Work 
Socinius Unnecessary Pardons through His mercy, not 

through Christ’s death. 
Grotius “Token payment” ; full  

payment unnecessary. 
Set aside requirements of the law. 

Arminius Not a strict equivalent for sin  
but a substitute for a penalty. 

Pardons through Christ’s death 
but sets aside claims of justice. 

Luther Substitutionary atonement for 
sin; appeased the wrath of  
God. 

Imputes righteousness to the 
believer. 

Calvin Substitutionary atonement for 
sin; appeased the wrath of  
God. 

Imputes righteousness to the 
believer. 

(Paul Enns, The Moody Handbook of Theology, p. 450) 
 

2. Teaching 
 

• Demarest:  “Penal 
substitution indicates that 
the Messiah died in the 
sinner’s place and took upon 
himself the sinner’s just 
punishment.”  (p. 171) 
 

• Ryrie:  “Christ the sinless 
One took on Himself the 
penalty that should have 
been borne by man and 
others.” 
 

• Walvoord:  “The atonement 
is objectively directed toward God and the satisfaction of His holy character and 
demands upon the sinner.  It is vicarious in the sense that Christ is the Substitute 
who bears the punishment rightly due sinners, their guilt being imputed to Him in 
such a way that He representatively bore their punishment.” 

 
• Tony Evans:  “… Jesus Christ took our place by becoming our Substitute and bearing 

the penalty for the guilt we had incurred.  This is why we refer to the atonement of 
Christ as substitutionary. Jesus didn’t die just to leave us a good example, or show 
us how to bear up under suffering. Our guilt was transferred to Him, and therefore 
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He took the death stroke that should have fallen on us for all eternity.”  (Totally 
Saved, p. 29) 

 
• MacArthur & Mayhue:  “Often the concept of a penal-substitutionary atonement, in 

which the Son must die in the place of sinners to assuage the wrath of the Father, is 
reproached by foes and misunderstood by friends.  To many, this view of the 
atonement pictures the Father as inherently angry and wrathful toward man and as 
won over only reluctantly by the loving sacrifice of the Son.  However, this is 
precisely backward.  The Father does not love his people strictly on the grounds that 
Jesus died for them; rather, Jesus died for his people because the Father loved 
them.  In this sense, then, the love of God is not the result of Christ’s death but 
rather its cause, for it is because God so loved the world that he gave his only Son 
to be sacrificed on the cross (John 3:16).”  (Biblical Doctrine, p. 516) 

 
B. The Recapitulation Theory 
 
 1. Proponents 
 

• Irenaeus (130-202) 
• Eastern Orthodox Church 

 
2. Teaching 
 

• “Christ lived and died to earn the right to represent humanity, undoing Adam’s sin.”  
(The Theological Notebook – Soteriology, p. 81) 

• “Christ recapitulated in himself all the stages of human life that related to sin.  In 
this way he reversed the course on which Adam, by his sin, started humanity.” 
(Lightner) 

• “Christ recapitulated in Himself all the stages of life including what belongs to us as 
sinners.  His obedience substituted for Adam’s disobedience, and this should effect a 
transformation in our lives.”  (Ryrie) 

• "By His incarnation and human life he thus reverses the course on which Adam by 
his sin started humanity and thus becomes a new leaven in the life of mankind. He 
communicates immortality to those who are united to him by faith and effects an 
ethical transformation in their lives, and by his obedience compensates for the 
disobedience of Adam" (Berkhof, The History of Christian Doctrines, p. 165). 

 
C. The Ransom To Satan Theory 
 
 1. Proponents 

 
• Origen (185-254) 
• Ignatius 
• Augustine 
• Gregory of Nyssa 
• Eastern Orthodox Church 
• Modern “Word-Faith Movement” proponents:  Morris Cerullo, Kenneth Copeland, 

Kenneth Hagin, Benny Hinn, Robert Tilton. 
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2. Teaching 

 
• Satan held man captive as a victor in war.   
• God paid a ransom to Satan . 
• Christ’s death was the ransom paid to Satan. 

 
Mark 10:45 45For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” 
 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 5For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the 
Man Christ Jesus, 6who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time, 

 
 

• Lightner:  “Christ’s death was a ransom paid to Satan for claims he had on man.” 
• Ryrie:  “The death of Christ was a ransom paid to Satan to satisfy any claims Satan 

had against man.” 
• Demarest:  “Origen (d. 254) maintained that as a consequence of sin, humanity was 

bound in the clutches of Satan and captive to hell.  In exchange for the freedom of 
souls held under his sway, Satan demanded the blood of Christ.  When the Father 
handed his Son over to the Devil as a ransom (lytron), Satan released the 
imprisoned souls.  Origen added that Satan was deceived in the transaction in two 
ways: 1) Christ’s humanity veiled his deity, so that when Satan swallowed the bait of 
Christ’s flesh he was caught on the hook of his deity; and 2) Satan discovered that 
he could not hold Christ in hell, and on the third day the Savior rose victoriously 
from the grave.”  (p. 150) 

 
 3. Criticisms 
 

a. God is the One who is the Requirer and Recipient of the payment, not 
Satan. 

 
• “It falsely thinks of Satan rather than God as the one who required that a 

payment be made for sin and thus completely neglects the demands of God’s 
justice with respect to sin.  It views Satan as having much more power than 
he actually does, namely, power to demand whatever he wants from God, 
rather than as one who has been cast down from heaven and has no right to 
demand anything of God…This view also fails to…speak of Christ’s death as a 
propitiation offered to God the Father for our sins” (Grudem) 

 
b. Satan is exalted higher than the Bible describes him.  Satan is owed 

nothing. 
 

• If Satan gets the ransom he sets, then he is the victor – but Christ is the 
victor (Christos victor) – the ransom is paid to God 

 
• Paul Enns:  “In response to this view it should be noted that God’s holiness, 

not Satan’s, was offended, and payment had to be made to God to avert His 
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wrath. Furthermore, Satan did not have the power to free man, God alone 
had the power.  This theory is false because it makes Satan the benefactor of 
Christ’s death. This view has too high a view of Satan; the cross was a 
judgment of Satan, not a ransom to Satan.”  (Moody Handbook of Theology, 
p. 319) 

 
• John Stott:  “They thought of [the devil] as the lord of sin and death, and as 

the major tyrant from whom Jesus came to liberate us….First, they credited 
the devil with more power than he has….Secondly, they tended to think of 
the cross as a divine transaction with the devil; it was the ransom-price 
demanded by him for the release of his captives, and pait to him in 
settlement of his.” 

 

 
 

4. Variations 
 

• The Word-Faith They teach that Jesus went to hell after he died, suffered at the 
hands of Satan and the demons and that this torture was the ransom God paid to 
Satan. 

• Kenneth Copeland’s Ransom view: 
o “Satan didn’t know what he was getting into. He thought he had Jesus 

conquered. He didn’t realize the whole thing was a mystery hidden in God 
before the world began. He didn’t know God had set a trap for him. 

o “But he soon found out. Because right in the middle of it all, when Jesus’ 
tortured, poured out spirit was down in the bottom of the pit, suddenly 
something happened. Almighty God began to speak.... 

o “God’s Word ripped down through the locked gate of hell and raised Jesus 
up, "Come sit on My right hand till I make Your enemies Your footstool!" That 
Word of the living God went down into that pit of destruction and charged 
the spirit of Jesus with resurrection power! 

o “Suddenly His twisted, death-wracked spirit began to fill out and come back 
to life. He began to look like something the devil had never seen before. He 
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was literally being reborn before the devil’s very eyes.” ("Price of it all." 
Believer’s Voice of Victory, September 1991, p. 4). 

 
• Steve Sullivan:  “The WFM represented by Kenneth Hagin, Sr. and Kenneth 

Copeland believe that the nature of Jesus on the cross changed from divine to 
demonic. They believe that our redemption is not secured solely by the physical 
death of Jesus on the cross, but by the combination of His physical death on the 
cross and His spiritual death in hell. The torture of Jesus by the demons of hell was 
the ransom God paid for our sins, and it gained access for God back to the earth 
from which He, in a major way, had been banished. Many of the WFM teachers 
believe that Jesus was born again the third day by the Spirit of God in hell and was 
resurrected physically from the grave.” (“The Nature of the Atonement, Part 3”) 
 

D. The Satisfaction (or Objective) Theory 
 
1. Proponent 

 
• Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109) in his Cur Deus Homo 
• Roman Catholic position 

 
2. Teaching 

 
• “God’s honor has been injured by sin.  God could satisfy His honor by punishing the 

sinner or by accepting a suitable substitute.“ (Walvoord) 
• “Christ’s death rendered satisfaction to God’s honor.” (Lightner) 
• “[Anselm] pointed out that Christ made satisfaction to God for human sin by offering 

Himself as a substitutionary sacrifice for human beings.”  (Johnson) 
• “Sinful man robbed God of His honor.  God rewarded the death of Christ by viewing 

it as a work of supererogation (superfluous) so that He can pass on its stored-up 
merits to us.”  (Ryrie) 

• [Anselm’s] presentation reflects the feudal culture of his age…reminiscent of a 
feudal overlord who demands honour and punishes dishonour, it is questionable 
whether this picture adequately expresses the ‘honour’ which is indeed due to God 
alone.”  (Stott) 

 
E. The Moral Influence Theory 
 
 1. Proponent 
 

• Peter Abelard (1079-1142) 
• Hastings Rashdall 

 
2. Teaching 

 
• “Christ’s death was a manifestation of God’s love.  The suffering love of Christ 

awakens a responsive love in sinners.” (Lightner) 
• “The cross reveals the love of God and produces faith and love in believers, which is 

the basis of the forgiveness of sin.” (Johnson) 
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• “God did not require the payment of a penalty for sin, but that Christ’s death was 
simply a way in which God showed how much he loved human beings by identifying 
with their sufferings, even to the point of death.” (Grudem) 

• “Death of Christ was not an expiation (propitiation/atonement) for sin but a 
suffering with His creatures to manifest God’s love.  This suffering love should 
awaken a responsive love in the sinner and bring an ethical change in him.  This, 
then, liberates from the power of sin.” (Ryrie) 

• “Liberal and neoorthodox theologians today adopt in one form or another the moral 
influence theory of Abelard.”  (Walvoord) 

 
F. The Example Theory 
 
 1. Proponent 
 

• Socinius (1539 – 1604) 
 

2. Teaching 
 

• “Denies that God’s justice requires payment for sin; it says that Christ’s death simply 
provides us with an example of how we should trust and obey God perfectly, even if 
that trust and obedience leads to a horrible death.” (Grudem) 

• “It denies that there is any principle of justice which needs to be satisfied in God 
and that therefore the death of Christ was not necessary as an atonement for sin, 
but is rather a means of divine revelation which characterized the obedience of 
Christ in dying on the cross.”  (Walvoord) 

• “Christ’s death did not atone for sin, but revealed faith and obedience as the way to 
eternal life and inspiring people to lead a similar life.” (Ryrie) 

• “Christ’s death did not atone for sin.  By his teaching in life and example in death, 
Christ brought salvation to man.”  (Lightner) 

 
G. The Governmental Theory 

 
 1. Proponent 
 

• Hugo Grotius (1583-1645) 
• James Arminius 
• John Miley 
• Jonathan Edwards 
• Charles Finney 

 
2. Teaching 
 

• “God did not actually have to require payment for sin, but, since he was omnipotent 
God, he could have set aside the requirement and simply forgiven sin without the 
payment of a penalty.  Then what was the purpose of Christ’s death?  It was God’s 
demonstration of the fact that his laws had been broken, that he is the moral 
lawgiver and governor of the universe, and that some kind of penalty would be 
required whenever his laws were broken.”  (Grudem) 
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• “Hence, the death of Christ was considered in the form of a nominal payment, a 
recognition of the principle of government which normally punishes sin, but did not, 
according to this view, actually constitute a penal expiation.”  (Walvoord) 

• “God’s government demanded the death of Christ to show His displeasure with sin.  
Christ also did not suffer the penalty of the Law, but God accepted His suffering as a 
substitute for that penalty.” (Ryrie) 

• “[Grotius] saw God neither as the offended party, nor as creditor, nor even as 
judge, but as the Supreme Moral Governor of the world.  So public justice was more 
important to him than retributive justice, and it was this in particular which he 
believed was satisfied at the cross.”  (Stott) 

 
• “Arminian view . Arminian theology was formed primarily by Curcellaeus and 

Limborch, who wrote to correct the errors of Socinianism. They viewed the death of 
Christ as analogous to Old Testament sacrificial offerings in which the death of the 
animal had as its purpose to deliver the guilty from punishment. Although the death 
of Christ was a sacrifice, a sacrifice was not payment of the debt nor was it 
satisfaction of justice for sin. In the analogy of the Old Testament sacrificial offering, 
the Old Testament worshiper who fulfilled the requirement of the law in offering an 
animal received remission of sin. Similarly, although Christ did not endure the exact 
punishment due sinners, God promised to pardon sinners on the basis of Christ’s 
death. He did so by waiving the claims of justice. In His death Christ did not suffer 
what man deserved, but rather Christ’s death was a substitute for a penalty. 
 
“The death of Christ in the Arminian view is not a strict equivalent for s in nor a 
substituted penalty, but a substitute for a penalty. A substituted penalty demands 
equivalent worth; a substitute for a penalty can be of inferior worth. Similarities to 
Grotius’s governmental view, in which Christ did not make the full payment for sin, 
are apparent in the Arminian view.”  (Enns, p. 450) 
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(The Theological Notebook – Soteriology, p. 79) 

 
H. The Mystical Theory 
 
 1. Proponents 
 

• Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768 – 1834) 
• Ritschl 

 
2. Teaching 
 

• “Christ’s death exercises some influence to change man.  Christ’s unbroken unity 
with God enabled him to bring a potential mystical influence for good to man 
through his death.” (Lightner) 

• “They held that through the power of the Holy Spirit He gained victory over [the sin 
nature] and in His own experience of sanctification culminating in His death became 
a transforming power in mankind.”  (Walvoord) 

 
I. The Dramatic (or Classic) Theory) 
 
 1. Proponent 

• Aulen (1879 – 1978) 
 

2. Teaching 
 

• “Christ in His death gained victory over the powers of evil.” (Ryrie) 
• The Atonement [is] a conflict between God and Satan with humankind in the middle.  

Christ defeated Satan on the cross by dying for sin and thus freed human beings 
from bondage to Satan.” (Johnson) 

 
J. The Barthinian Theory 
 
 1. Proponent 

• Karl Barth (1886 – 1968) 
 

2. Teaching 
• “Christ’s death was principally a revelation of God’s love and His hatred of sin.” 

(Ryrie) 
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K. The Vicarious Repentance Theory 
 
 1. Proponent 

• McLeod Campbell (1800 - 1872) 
 

2. Teaching 
• By his death Christ offered to God a perfect and vicarious repentance which man 

could not perform but from which he benefits. 
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