
How Do We Know Christ is 
God? (Part 2)

Divine Authority, Activities, & 
Claims





Christ Possesses the Divine Authority of God
1. Authority Over Salvation
2. Authority Over the Laws and Institutions of God
3. Authority Over Worship
4. Authority Over the Church
5. Authority Over Nature
6. Authority Over Satan and Demons



Authority Over Salvation
1. He is the Author and Object of Saving Faith

John 14:1 Let not your heart be  troubled ; you  be lieve  in  God, be lieve  a lso  in  
Me.

John 17:3 And th is is  e te rna l life , tha t they m ay know You, the  on ly true  God, 
and  Jesus Christ whom  You have  sen t.



Authority Over Salvation
2. He is the Forgiver of Sins

Matthew 9:2 Then  behold , they brought to  Him  a  para lytic lying on  a  bed . 
When  Jesus saw the ir fa ith , He  sa id  to  the  para lytic, “Son , be  of good  cheer; 
your sins a re  forgiven  you .”

Isaiah 43:25 “I, even  I, am  He  who b lo ts ou t your transgressions for My own 
sake ; And I will not rem em ber your sins.



Authority Over Salvation
3. He is the Giver of Eternal Life

John 5:21 For as the  Fa the r ra ises the  dead  and  gives life  to  them , even  so  the  
Son  gives life  to  whom  He  will.

John 18:28 And I give  them  e te rna l life , and  they sha ll never pe rish .



Authority Over Salvation
4. He is the Judge Over Sin

John 5:22,27 For the  Fa the r judges no  one , bu t has com m itted  a ll judgm ent to  
the  Son….and  has given  Him  au thority to  execu te  judgm ent…because  He  is  
the  Son  of Man.



Authority Over Salvation
5. He is the Giver of Life

John 5:21 -29

John 11:24 -25 Martha  sa id  to  Him , “I know tha t he  will rise  aga in  in  the  
resurrection  a t the  last day.” Jesus sa id  to  he r, “I am  the  resurrection  and  the  
life . He  who be lieves in  Me, though  he  m ay d ie , he  sha ll live .

John 11:43 Now when  He  had  sa id  these  th ings, He  cried  with  a  loud  voice , 
“Lazarus, com e forth !”



Authority Over Salvation
6. He has the Power to Resurrect Himself

John 2:19 Jesus answered  and  sa id  to  them , “Destroy th is tem ple , and  in  
th ree  days I will ra ise  it up .”

John 10:18 No one  takes it from  Me, bu t I lay it down of Myse lf. I have  power 
to  lay it down, and  I have  power to  take  it aga in . This com m and I have  
rece ived  from  My Fathe r.



Authority Over the Laws and Institutions of God

1. Law

2. Temple

3. Sabbath

4. Kingdom



Authority Over Worship
1. He is the Receiver of Worship

Revelation 22:8 -9 Now I, John , saw and  heard  these  th ings. And  when  I heard  
and  saw, I fe ll down to  worsh ip  be fore  the  fee t of the  ange l who showed m e  
these  th ings. Then  he  sa id  to  m e , “See  tha t you  do not do  tha t. For I am  your 
fe llow se rvan t, and  of your b re thren  the  p rophe ts, and  of those  who keep  the  
words of th is book. Worsh ip  God.”



Authority Over Worship
2. He is the Receiver of Prayer

Acts 7:59 And they stoned  Stephen  as he  was ca lling on  God and  saying, 
“Lord  Jesus, rece ive  m y sp irit.”



Authority Over the Church
Colossians 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the 
preeminence.

Colossians 2:19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, 
nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase 
that is from God.

Ephesians 1:22 -23 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who 
fills all in all.



Authority Over Nature

Matthew 8:26 -27 And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little 
faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 
calm.  And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even 
winds and sea obey him?”



Authority Over Satan and Demons
Matthew 12:25 -30 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or 
house divided against itself will not stand.  If Satan casts out Satan, he is 
divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand?  And if I cast out 
demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they 
shall be your judges. But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the 
kingdom of God has come upon you.  Or how can one enter a strong man’s 
house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then 
he will plunder his house. He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who 
does not gather with Me scatters abroad.



Christ Performs the Divine Activities of God
1. In Creating
2. In Sustaining
3. In Giving Life
4. In His Incarnation
5. In Resurrection
6. In Atonement
7. In Providence



Christ Claims Himself to be God

1. He Claimed to be YAHWEH

2. He Claimed Equality to God

3. He Claimed the Old Testament Words as His Own



Christ is Affirmed by Others
1. God the Father Affirms Christ

Matthew 3:17 and  behold , a  voice  from  the  heavens sa id , “This is  My be loved  
Son , with  whom  I am  well p leased .”

Hebrews 1:8 But of the  Son  he  says, “Your th rone , O God, is  forever and  ever, 
the  scep te r of uprigh tness is  the  scep te r of your kingdom .”



Christ is Affirmed by Others
2. Demons Affirm Christ as God

Mark 1:24 “What have  you  to  do with  us, Je sus of Nazare th? Have  you  com e  to  
destroy us? I know who you  a re—the  Holy One  of God.”

Luke 4:41a And dem ons a lso  cam e  ou t of m any, crying, “You a re  the  Son  of God!”



Conclusion
C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity states:  “I am trying here to prevent anyone saying 
the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I'm ready to accept Jesus 
as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept his claim to be God.’ That is the one 
thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic --on a 
level with the man who says he is a poached egg --or else he would be the Devil of 
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or 
else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at 
Him and kill Him as a demon, or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. 
But let us not come away with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great 
human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”
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